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U N D E R S TA N D I N G  O U R  PA S T, 
B U I L D I N G  O U R  F U T U R E

What's our story?
FIRST CHURCH BUILDER
The man who built the first St Mary's Church had a 
long and inspirational life, but his generosity to the 
church eventually sent him bankrupt.

SINGING THE 
PRAISES OF 
WORSHIP
The choir of St Mary's has been part 
of worship since very early in the 
church's history, although little is 
known about its first years. 
It was not until 1881 that the choir 
began to use hymns from the well-
known publication Hymns Ancient and 
Modern, first published in 1861.  
On a later occasion, choirboys were 
offered incentives for good behaviour 
and attendance; they were paid one 
pound a year if they earned 75% or 
more of available marks, and the three 
most deserving boys received bonuses 
respectively of one pound 
The choir was in trouble a litle later 
when it was told that a majority of the 
parishioners did not find the intoning of 
any part of the service acceptable. The 
practice of intoning was discontinued.
Mr C. W. Govett, son of the second 
Vicar of St Mary's, Archdeacon Govett, 
offered to pay for surplices to be worn. 
A request by lady members of the choir 
that they be permitted to wear robes 
other than surplices was met with the 
wardens' statement that the money had 
been given for surplices, and there were 
no funds for any other garments.
The blue robes currently worn by choir 
members were introduced during the 
tenure of a much later Vicar, Kenneth 
Liggett (1956-68).
Nowadays hymns are chosen from a 
variety of sources by the Music Ministry 
Team, which meets every two months 
for the purpose. The choir also sings 
motets and anthems and other forms of 
choral music.

Historical stories from the St Mary’s archives.

Born in North Devon in 
1796, George Robinson 
qualified as an apprentice 
cabinet maker to the Duke 
of Northumberland. He 
became a competent and 
experienced builder, and 
when he emigrated to New 
Zealand with his wife Mary 
on the ship Oriental in 1841 
he set up trade as a sawyer, 
timber merchant and 
builder, and had a farm at 
Bell Block. 
With a contract price of 
1095 pounds, George 
became the chief builder of 
the first St Mary's Church. 
Rocks for the construction 
were brought from the 
foreshore by horse drays 
and bullock wagons, 
while limestone for the 
windows was shipped from 
Golden Bay.
George hewed the stone 
cross over the coped east 
gable from one block of 
Taranaki stone. And he was 
proud of his carpentry – 
particularly the roof trusses 
and seats – for which the 
rimu had come from the 
Taranaki forest before 
being placed in the Huatoki 
Stream for a year to season.
Later George was asked 
to design and build a 30-
foot extension and north 
porch for 800 pounds, 

before war in the region 
interrupted work. 
In 1857 all George's 
personal estate and effects 
were seized by creditors, 
leaving him with no assets. 
His wife died in 1862, and 
he followed her in 1876 at 
the age of 80.
“He tendered very low 
prices and did the work 
often below cost,” says 
present-day parishioner 
John Pickering. “He went 
bankrupt from his generosity 
to the church. He lived a 
frugal life, especially after his 
wife died. He was a poor old 
man in his final years.”
George was buried in St 
Mary's graveyard, with 
parishioners paying for his 
funeral and for a wooden 
marker, which was replaced 
in 1950 by Mr William 
Short in white marble with 
the same wording as the 
original. This was broken 
into three pieces by vandals, 
but was later steel-pinned 
together and re-erected.
In addition to St Mary's, 
George built many other 
well-known New Plymouth 
buildings, including The 
Gables, the Bank of New 
Zealand and the Odd 
Fellows Hall.
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A message from

TĒNĀ KOUTOU KATOA 
my warmest greetings to you.

your Dean

EXERCISE YOUR WILL POWER - REMEMBER ST MARY’S IN YOUR WILL

I had been Dean of Christchurch for 10 years 
and had lived and ministered through 
the earthquakes to a community in shock 
with a cathedral pretty much in ruins, and 
amongst thousands, particularly in the east 
of Christchurch where we live, who were 
traumatised by what had happened and 
its aftermath.
Here the cathedral community, the wider 
bishopric, city and province were facing 
the trauma of your cathedral being closed 
because it is earthquake prone and it was also 
the time for Dean Jamie to move on to follow 
his call to establish the Taranaki Retreat.
It was not hard for us to accept the call and 
we agreed to come for two years. Now we 
head home to Christchurch to retire [or what 
a recent copy of the Listener described of us 
baby-boomers, to rewire!], and to celebrate my 
upcoming 70th birthday. I'm sure I'm not going 
to sit on my hands and I'm sure, also, that I'm 
going to embrace a somewhat more gentle 
pace than the exhilarating demands of fulltime 
ordained ministry.
What has so encouraged and humbled me 
in these two years is the profound sense of 
the Holy Spirit sometimes burning as fire, 
sometimes gentle as a dove, guiding us all, 
challenging us, cleansing us, enabling us 
to embrace the future that we can have as 
the community of the Taranaki Cathedral of 
St Mary. 
God is so obviously present in what is going 
on here. I give thanks and praise to God for 

all of you, and for the energy, determination 
and faith you have, not just for the beautiful 
cathedral you love so much, but also for the 
vision that is being shaped amongst you here. 
I pray that all our parishes and ministry units 
around the mountain will be caught by this 
vision of how St Mary’s can be cathedral for us 
all. I will continue to pray the Cathedral Prayer, 
and I have no doubt that through the grace of 
God the vision that God is unfolding here will 
be achieved. 
I look forward to returning for the re-opening 
of the cathedral as a place of worship in our 
Anglican tradition, where people of all faiths 
and none are welcome, where the bishopric 
and province can come to celebrate and 
grieve, where the story of Taranaki from 1846 
can be told honestly and boldly, and where 
the ongoing journey towards peace and 
reconciliation is being pursued. 
This will be the place that I truly believe will be 
a worthy acknowledgement of the contribution 
Sir Paul Reeves has made to our nation, and 
where visitors from home and away can taste 
and see something of the essence of what we 
strive to be as New Zealanders.

Thank you for all the grace and care 
you have shown to Gay and me. God is 
blessing this cathedral community and 
the church around the mountain.
Kia kaha
Peter

I am so grateful to God for the last two years that Gay and I have spent with you. 
When Archbishop Philip spoke with me and invited me to consider becoming 
Dean of Taranaki, it certainly felt like God's call as much as the archbishop's! 
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TAKING HIS NEW 
STATION TO HEART

That advice by St Paul in his epistle to the 
Philippians is strongly endorsed by the new Dean 
of St Mary’s, Ross Falconer.

Ross knows Taranaki well, having held various 
priestly posts in the region over the years as well 
as farming at Opunake and Eltham: “We love 
Taranaki, and my wife comes from here. 
Whenever we arrive here it’s like coming home – 
more for my wife than for me.”
As well as the Taranaki connections, Ross has 
been vicar of Katikati and Hillcrest (Hamilton), 
and also served an extended period as chaplain 
in the Defence Forces.
He has high praise for the St Mary’s parish, 
which he says is blossoming, in good heart and 
achieving great things.
Nine months is not much time to make one’s mark 
as Dean, but Ross says he doesn’t want to make 
a mark.
Instead, he sees his role as one of “holding 
station” (a naval term): in other words keeping the 
parish situation stable, and preparing for the new 
Dean. And he anticipates a more low-key role with 
the cathedral restoration project, which he says 
is already in the hands of a strong and very able 
team.
Nevertheless, he predicts that his term will be an 
interesting gestational period: “Nine months, and 
we’ll see what we produce!”

Ross was 
surprised to be 
asked to come 
to the cathedral 
for the rest of the year while the search for a 
permanent Dean continues: “I’ve never thought of 
myself in the role of a dean.”
Nevertheless, he says he has a very good opinion 
of bishops and archbishops, and believes that if 
one of them perceives that a person is fitted to 
fill a role, the prelate’s insights and experience 
probably mean that the perception is right.
Meanwhile, the prospect of getting up super-early 
each Tuesday to help prepare for the weekly 
Community Cafe breakfast doesn’t faze the 
former dairy farmer: he’s very used to getting up 
in the dark.
Mark Birch

Rejoice in the Lord always:  
and again I say rejoice!

Having fun is at the heart of faith, he 
believes – because a good Christian 
life should see the development of 
wellbeing, and when people’s hearts 
are in the right place a sense of 
lightness develops.

61 Broadway North, Stratford Telephone 06 765 5333
Email office@stmarysstratford.school.nz

www.stmarysstratford.school.nz

An integrated Anglican Year 9 -13 Boarding  
and Day School in the heart of Taranaki

Where each girl is nurtured to realise her potential 

We welcome enquiries for boarding  
needs tailored to suit your daughter and 

would love to have your daughter be  
part of our Anglican family

Raising Amazing Girls

ST MARY’S ANGLICAN 
DIOCESAN SCHOOL 
STRATFORD
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EXERCISE YOUR WILL POWER - REMEMBER ST MARY’S IN YOUR WILL

PRAISE, PRESENTS AND 
THREADS OF AROHA IN 
PETER’S LAST SERVICE

The Interim Cathedral in the Peace Hall was full, 
with some standing, as the 10am service began.
Joining Dean Peter was Archdeacon Tiki Raumati, 
the cathedral’s kāumatua.
He began formal proceedings with a welcome in 
Te Reo, a sign of the bicultural relationships Dean 
Peter has built in his two years immersed in the 
Taranaki community.
The dancers before that were five women 
from the parish; their liturgical offering simple 
and heartfelt.
In his sermon Dean Peter joked that he had 
retired several times before and was now – finally 
(and possibly with relief) – jobless. He and wife 
Gay would return to their home in Christchurch 
this week, gratified that he was leaving on a high.
On Friday April 16 the Government announced 
St Mary’s was to receive $5 million from the 
Provincial Growth Fund towards the project to 
earthquake strengthen, redevelop and reopen the 
cathedral site.
His sermon also canvassed his own spiritual 
growth. Just recently, at the Good Friday service, 
his ‘job’ had been to man a shredding machine 

‘station’ in which churchgoers fed in their sins. 
Later in the day he laid a metaphorical burden 
he’d shouldered at the foot of the Cross. 
It was a personal and honest reflection, summing 
up his willingness – throughout his time in 
Taranaki – to be upfront and collective in all that 
he did. The parish learnt alongside him, he never 
pretended to have all the answers.
Peter’s sermon was followed by a blessing of 
the individuals that make up the cathedral’s 
governing bodies: Vestry members recently 
elected at the AGM, the wardens, cathedral 
canons and parish nominators. 
Archdeacon Tiki helped bring the service to a 
close with a blessing and prayer for Peter, Gay, 
their daughter Liz and granddaughter Ava.
Dean’s Warden Sarah Foy summed up Peter’s 
time over the past two years, before the children 
and young people of St Mary’s sung a song 
accompanied by guitars and ukulele. 
Then presents were handed over: A day pack of 
goodies to aid Peter’s retirement years, artwork, 
beverages, a t-shirt from the Len Lye art gallery, 
vouchers, a photographic book of Taranaki and 
flowers for Gay.
Peter’s promise was to return when the cathedral 
reopens. His last service carried with it the hope, 
laughter, sense of community and spirit that he’s 
nurtured. There is much to be thankful for.

Dancers reached for the sky in the 
opening sequence of the farewell 
service for Dean Peter Beck, on 
Sunday April 8.
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OUR HOLY WALLS  
ARE HOLE-Y WALLS

Recently we had Dr Dmtyro Dizhur investigating 
the make up of our stone walls so that 
engineers have greater certainty about wall 
behaviour in a quake. 
He reported that many of the samples he took 
showed the stone walls to be very moist. We have 
known this for generations but various “experts” 
have suggested different responses. 
There is now agreement that most of the water 
moves into the walls through holes in the mortar 
lines – not through the stones. Our walls are 
made up of an inner layer and an outer layer with 
a rubble core between. 
That rubble core has lots of voids where water can 
trickle and run. Dr Dizhur inserted a tiny camera, 
a boroscope, into the interior of the walls and 
found just how “holey” our walls are - in places 
very holey!
This is important information because the 
engineers want to ensure the two layers of wall are 
working together rather than as separate pieces. 
One of the strategies engineers will use to achieve 
this is to inject high-tech grouts into the walls to fill 
the voids. An unintended consequence of grouting 
will be walls that are more waterproof. 
We should see much less efflorescence - the white 
powder - showing on our stone walls. 
Our conservation architect, Ian Bowman, has 
recommended a considerable amount of repointing 
(new mortaring) of the stone walls, irrespective of 
the engineering work. 
In actual fact the engineering work will make 
this essential, as all the grout injection locations 
and pins drilled into the walls will need to 
be concealed. This repointing will cover all 
evidence of the strengthening work and solve the 
moisture issue.
Another problem that we are finally looking to solve 
is the “melting” of the reredos. The reredos sit 
against the eastern wall of the sanctuary. 

Made of a soft 
white stone, this 
imposing decorative 
panel was installed in 1898 to 
commemorate the half century of ministry by 
Archdeacon Govett. For years the white stone on 
the northern section has been visibly crumbling 
due to dampness coming from contact with the 
moist church wall behind it. 
There is an internal gutter above this wall and 
failure of that, in combination with water coming 
through mortar holes, seems to be the source of 
the problem. 
Obviously such a precious and delicate item would 
need to be removed from the cathedral prior to any 
construction taking place. 
But rather than wait and have more damage 
occur, we recently had stonemasons visit to 
provide advice. 
Mark Whyte is a stone sculptor and Robin 
Ayer a sixth generation stonemason working in 
Christchurch for Goldfield Stone. Together they 
painstakingly measured and examined the reredos 
looking for joint lines and working out a procedure 
to dismantle it. 
Soon we will receive their report on removal, 
storage options, repairs and eventual reinstatement 
to the strengthened cathedral. Because the 
reredos is such an important piece of historical 
fabric, work on it has to have approval from our 
Conservation Architect and Heritage NZ.
Clearly this will be an expensive project but one 
that can finally be undertaken with confidence 
because the dampness which has plagued 
the treasure will be fixed once and for all in the 
remediated cathedral.
And we all know when the building work will start 
– just as soon as we have raised the money – so 
spread the word far and wide and help us move 
closer to our target. 
Jenny Goddard 
Cathedral Remediation + Design Manager

Stone sculptor, Mark Whyte 
measuring the damaged reredos 

inside the cathedral.

There is opportunity at every stage in this exciting project 
for fantastic outcomes. The earthquake remediation is 
giving us the chance to tackle serious maintenance issues 
that had for many years have just been too hard and 
financially out of reach. 
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FUNDING ANNOUNCEMENT 
“FANTASTIC” BOOST FOR 
CATHEDRAL 

Stone sculptor, Mark 
Whyte measuring 
the damaged reredos 
inside the cathedral.

Early in the 1900s, two Māori 
men were ordained at St 
Mary’s. The historical story 
had just recently emerged 
and one of those men was a 
relative of his. He spoke of 
the connection in terms of his 
oratorial skills, paying homage 
to those ancestors and 
their abilty to inspire others 
with words.
Earlier, at the launch of the 
regional economic initiative 
Tapuae Roa - Make Way for 
Taranaki Action Plan, Mr Jones 
had announced the cathedral 
would receive $5 million from the 
Provincial Growth Fund.
The $15 million Cathedral Project 
is the project to earthquake 
strengthen St Mary’s – the 
oldest stone church in the 
country as well as redevelop 
and open up the site in central 
New Plymouth. Taranaki 
Cathedral has been closed for 
earthquake strengthening since 
February 2016. 
 “This is fabulous and gives 
some certainty around the future 
of our historic cathedral,” Dean 
Peter said. “We are greatly 
appreciative and excited by 
this announcement.
 “The Government’s 
acknowledgement means we 
are well on the way towards 
our priority of reopening the 
cathedral and our vision of being 
a place of welcome for all faiths 

and none, a 
place where 
our heritage 
and story 
from 1846 is 
acknowledged 
and told, 
and our 
commitment 
to peace and reconciliation 
between all people is 
our purpose.”
Shane Jones said the cathedral 
had been at the centre of 
nationally important history and 
is rich with artefacts and stories. 
“It has acted as a garrison 
and a centre of peace. Once 
restoration is complete, New 
Zealand’s oldest stone church 
will offer visitors, both local 
and international, a rich and 
immersive experience.
“It will showcase the sometimes 
turbulent story of European 
settlement in Taranaki and the 
relationship between Māori and 
Pakeha over 175 years.”
The project concept involves 
the remediation and upgrade 
of the cathedral to make it 
more flexible for worship, 
arts, music, drama and other 
events. In addition, there are 
plans for a welcoming atrium 
space to honour the memory 
of former governor-general 
and first Māori Archbishop of 
the Anglican church Sir Paul 
Reeves, and to be a space for 
community events. 

The project concept also 
incorporates the adjacent 
wooden vicarage, built in 1899, 
and on-site carparking.
Once completed, it’s expected to 
help add to Taranaki’s reputation 
as a tourist destination. It will 
provide an educational and 
interpretative experience 
through the remediated and 
upgraded cathedral, displays, 
audio visual guides and multi-
media resources. 
It is estimated that annually 
it will draw more than 64,000 
domestic visitors, more than 
10,500 international visitors and 
contribute about $7.3 million to 
the regional economy. 
The Cathedral Project 
remediation and design 
manager Jenny Goddard said 
engineering, building, and 
conservation investigations, 
assessments and plans were 
well under way so that work 
would now accelerate with 
this funding.

As Regional Economic Development 
Minister Shane Jones strolled around the 
cathedral site on Friday April 6 he touched 
on the role the Anglican church had played 
in his whānau.
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A huge ‘thank you’ to those who have joined us 
as donors. No matter how small, each donation 
is important.
Regional Development Minister Shane Jones 
has announced that the Cathedral Project is to 
receive an investment of up to $5 million from 
the Provincial Growth Fund. This is wonderful 
as while it gives some certainty to the Project 
and a huge ‘boost’ to our fundraising total, 
it also provides a major step up and level of 
confidence as we engage with the community, 
pursue other funding options and continue 
the journey towards our goal of re-opening the 
doors of the cathedral.

Jan Mason

THE
CATHEDRAL PROJECT

UNDERSTANDING OUR PAST. BUILDING OUR FUTURE

A TARANAKI TAONGA

We are on our way….at the time of going to print our  
total is $1,155,334 and rising. The parishioners have accepted the challenge to raise 
$2million and to date, with approximately 20% of the parish having donated, they 
have raised almost $700,000 which is an amazing achievement. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP US!
Did you get married at St Mary's?
If you donate to the Cathedral Project and you 
were married at St Mary’s, you can receive a 
certificate, on quality paper and personalised 
for you, to commemorate that special moment 
and your connection to St Mary’s. 
This $100 donation will celebrate not just your 
marriage, but also acknowledge your support 
of the historic remediation and vision that 
encompasses the Cathedral Project. 
This would make an ideal gift for family, 
friends, parents, grandparents; an anniversary 
gift or simply as a personal memento of your 
association and support. 
Contact Jan and she can forward 
information or get the process underway 
for you.
Phone: 021 020 33888 or email: 
jan@taranakicathedral.org.nz

There are specific areas where your help 
would be greatly appreciated.
If you have donated yourself then you have 
the project close to your heart. There is a very 
simple reason why many people don’t give to 
a fundraising project - they will tell you “I was 
‘never asked’. 
•  If you know anyone who has had an 

involvement with or interest in St Mary’s but is 
not currently active in the church community, 
or has moved away, but whom you know would 
be supportive of the project and would like 
to receive some information from us - please 
let us know their name and contact details. 
They might be friends who were married in 
the church but moved away and would be 
saddened to hear that it may remain closed, 
unless we raise the funds required. 

  You can call Jan 0210203388 or email her the 
details – jan@taranakicathedral.org.nz

•  This project is being driven by personal 
approaches from those who have donated and 
therefore have a ‘passion’ for the project. They 
have credibility and integrity when approaching 
others to learn about the project and to 
consider donating. We have a very simple and 
effective training module to share if you feel 
this is something that you would be prepared 
to do for us. Maybe you know of a few people 
that might be keen to give, but you don’t know 
how to go about asking them? It’s as simple as 
giving people the opportunity to be supporters 
- if they are not asked, chances are they 
probably won’t think of it.

  You are welcome to pop into Jan’s office on 
site at the cathedral for a chat. You will find her 
there every day (except Tuesday) 
9.15 – 4.00pm. 
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

Last year marked the sixth 
year of continuing operations 
for MITT engaging with people 
of all ages. Through MITT’s 
core objectives of innovation, 
collaboration and wellbeing, 
people throughout the entire 
province have benefited 
in some way from their 
engagement with MITT. We 
are privileged in knowing we 
have now reached the lives 
of over 150,000 people since 
2012 and feel deeply fortunate 
in serving Taranaki in the best 
way possible by harnessing 
ambitions, encouraging abilities, 
and supporting everyone we 
come into contact with – to 
those “on stage” and those in 
the audience.
Since MITT’s conception, the 
cathedral has been a very 
loyal stakeholder within the 
MITT organisation, along 
with Ars Nova Choir and the 
Great Taranaki Steam Band. 
The cathedral continues to 
provide a great level of support 
to my position as Director of 
Music to Taranaki Community 
& Cathedral. 
I, along with the MITT Trustees, 
am very grateful to the cathedral 
community for its ongoing 
backing, particularly in light 
of the cathedral’s closure for 
earthquake remediation just 
over two years ago. We look 
forward to this relationship 
continuing into the future.
The cathedral’s support of 
the Lunchtime Organ Recital 

series has been 
one valuable way in 
which MITT has been 
able to offer both 
musical and wellbeing 
support to the 
Taranaki community. 
Despite the change 
of instrument and 
location in relocating 
to the Interim 
Cathedral in the 
Memorial Peace Hall, 
I have always shown 
determination in not 
letting this series 
lessen in any way. 
And although it is true 
to say the audience 
numbers to the 
monthly recitals have 
diminished, there 
is still an obvious 
need for it within 
the community, to 
which I am privileged 
to support.
On Thursday 17 May 
2018 at 12.15pm, I 
will celebrate my 100th organ 
recital in Taranaki since my 
arrival in 2012. To date, I have 
performed recitals on the 
organs of Taranaki Cathedral 
and the Interim Cathedral, St 
Joseph’s Catholic Church, St 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 
Whiteley Memorial Methodist 
Church, St Mary’s Anglican 
Church in Hawera, Holy Trinity 
Anglican Church, Stratford, 
and St Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church, Stratford. I am glad 
to say there are still a number 

of other organs to explore and 
present recitals on.
For further information on 
MITT’s work, please do 
contact me for a copy of 
our 2017 Annual Report –  
mitt@taranakicathedral.org.nz
Christopher J. Luke 
Director of Music to Taranaki 
Community & Cathedral

 
The Music Innovation Trust of Taranaki 
(MITT) has been a leading organisation in 
the region in support of the performing arts. 

9



TARANAKICATHEDRALNEWS

EARLY BATTLES 
SHAPE LIFE OF LOCAL 
BUSINESSMAN

A RETURN TO 
HER ROOTS 
SEES JEN AT 
THE HELM

Churstain's 
mother died 

from a medical 
condition when he was only two 
days old, and it was found that 
her baby had been born with 
virtually no muscles.
“Babies with that condition don't 
usually live,” he says. “They 
said I wasn't going to live.”
However, he survived, and 
over the years his muscles did 
develop, although only partially. 
“So I've never been able to get 
into fights with anybody!”
An aunt took the baby Churstain 
from Wellington to Dunedin to 
live. “But when I was six my 
father came back from the war 
and remarried, and he took 
me to Hastings to live with my 
older sister.
“My father was a wheeler-
dealer, and he sold apples on 
the black market. He was a 
no-hoper, a drinker. He used to 
drive home drunk, and we his 
children would put him to bed.”
The father leased an orchard, 
and eight-year-old Churstain 
would drive the tractor, with his 
sister on the back. And once, 
with a boy as passenger, he 
nearly bowled over the famous 

“Monty,” Field Marshal Bernard 
Montgomery, who was on a 
visit to New Zealand.
When Churstain's stepmother 
died his father found another 
woman, and at the age of 
10 Churstain was told, “Find 
somewhere to live.” 
He ended up at a convent 
school, St Thomas', in Lower 
Hutt. “It was like an orphanage,” 
he said. “But when they 
eventually let me go for a 
holiday, I never went back.”
He served an apprenticeship 
as a fitter and turner at the 
Dunedin railway workshops, 
and attended Royal Navy 
Volunteer Reserve parades at 
night. Later he served overseas 
with the navy in Fiji, the Far East 
and Malaya.
On his return he married a 
young New Plymouth woman 
at St Mary's. The couple lived 
first in Auckland then in New 
Plymouth, where Churstain 
worked at the Barrett St Hospital 
before founding Top Taste 
Distributors. 
Forty years on, he has no 
intentions of retiring from 
the company.
Churstain and his wife Joan 
have a daughter, Tracy, and 
sons Tim and Glen.

When St Mary's parishioner Churstain Theyers was born he 
wasn't expected to live. But he defied the odds, and went 

on to experience a traumatic childhood, 
overseas naval service, and the creation 

of a New Plymouth company which is 
still thriving 40 years later. 

“I’m thrilled to be 
back in New 
Plymouth and 
in a church 
environment,” 
says the new 
office manager 
at St Mary’s, 
Jennifer Smart, who started in 
her role late last year.
Jennifer’s roots in the city 
go back a long way. In fact, 
ancestors of both herself and 
her husband Don arrived on 
two of the earliest immigration 
sailing ships, the Timandra and 
the Oriental respectively.
Jennifer was born in New 
Plymouth and attended 
New Plymouth Girls’ High 
School. Later she worked at 
the city’s Public Library, and 
was also part of the team 
which prepared for the city’s 
sesquicentennial celebrations 
in 1991.
She and Don moved first 
to Wanganui and then to 
Wellington. In Wanganui 
Jennifer worked for a church, 
and while in Wellington she 
also worked for 10 years at the 
police national headquarters.
She and Don, who is now 
retired, have a daughter, 
Madeleine.
The couple plan to build a 
house in New Plymouth in 
2018.
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EXERCISE YOUR WILL POWER - REMEMBER ST MARY’S IN YOUR WILL

TARANAKICATHEDRALNEWS

T A R A N A K I  -  W A N G A N U I

t a r a n a k i . r i c o h . c o . n z
i m a g i n e . c h a n g e

T A R A N A K I  -  W A N G A N U I

t a r a n a k i . r i c o h . c o . n z
i m a g i n e . c h a n g e

Our services include:
•	 	
•	 	

•	 	

•	 	

•	 	
•	 	

•	

A RETURN TO 
HER ROOTS 
SEES JEN AT 
THE HELM
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http://www.vanburwray.co.nz
http://www.thelawyers.co.nz
http://www.mitre10.co.nz
http://taranaki.ricoh.co.nz


TARANAKICATHEDRALNEWS

Taranaki Cathedral Church of St Mary
37 Vivian Street, New Plymouth, Phone (06) 758 3111 

admin@taranakicathedral.org.nz • www.taranakicathedral.org.nz • www.facebook.com/TaranakiCathedral

To donate or find out more, see our website for all the details.  
www.taranakicathedral.org.nz/the-cathedral-project/how-to-contribute.php

Wednesday 25th April 
10am ANZAC day 
Thursday 10th May  
7:30am  Outdoor service for Ascension Day
Sunday 20th May  
8am & 10am The Day of Pentecost
Sunday 27th May 
8am & 10am Trinity Sunday
Sunday 3rd June  
8am & 10am Te Pouhere Sunday
Sunday 17th June  
10am Disability Awareness Sunday
Sunday 24th June  
8am & 10am  Feast of St John the Baptist
Sunday 1st July  
Refugee Sunday

Sunday 15th July  
National Bible Sunday
Sunday 22nd July  
Social Services Sunday
Wed 25th July  
10am  Feast of St James and St John, Apostles [2]
Sunday 5th August  
Peace Sunday (The transfiguration of the  
Beloved Son)
Sunday 12th August  
Patronal Festival (St Mary)
Wednesday 15th August  
Patronal Festival (Feast of St Mary) - Women's Day

SPECIAL SERVICES – ALL ARE WELCOME

*All our services are held in the Interim Cathedral in the Peace 
Hall unless stated otherwise
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www.taranakicathedral.org.nz/the-cathedral-project/how-to-contribute.php

