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When James Chapman 
( 9) didn’t arrive at Faith
Crew with his brother
Daniel (6) one Sunday
morning, it was clear
something was up
James had spent all that 
morning outside his New 
Plymouth house, at a makeshift 
cake stall, selling home-
made biscuits, with all the 
proceeds committed to the 
Cathedral Project.  

Upon his return from Faith 
Crew, Daniel then went door 
knocking around classmates 
to further promote sales and 
raise awareness of this very 
important fundraising. 
James had decided to bake 

some cookies and then sell 
them for charity – he hadn’t 
decided which charity.
His mother, Louise, says: “He 
told me he saw a sign outside 
the church saying $5 million 
of $8 million had been raised 
so he thought the Cathedral 
Project needed it the most!”
In total the boys raised $18 
which has been given to Jan 
Mason, Campaign Manager.  
This was all James’ own idea 
and initiative – and has provided 
inspiration for our cathedral 
family, reminding us all that 
every little bit helps.
Cath McVey

CHARITABLE 
COOKIE 
BAKER

XMAS CAROLS ON THE LAWN

James and Daniel outside their home 
during their recent bake sale.

On Saturday 22 December from 5-7 pm the Great 
Taranaki Stream band will set up on the Vicarage 
Lawn for a family friendly event.  
We invite our families to bring a picnic, and some 
gold coins and join us for some festive fun.  
As Christopher Luke (our Director of Music) points 
out, by this stage of the year, prayer and lots of 
coffee helps, so Amore Coffee will be there selling 
strong coffees for those who may need it!  

Tinklebell, the ice cream van will also be there 
and we will be supplying battery powered candles 
– safe for our little carollers.
The band will warm us up with some nursery 
rhymes and action songs and then the carols will 
begin around 6:15 pm. There are toilets available 
in the Hatherly Hall, on site, so all you need to 
bring is a picnic; some gold coins; and Christmas 
cheer.

Although our cathedral building is currently closed, it’s important to 
keep our wider community visiting and connected. This is where the 
idea of Picnic Carols came from.  



U N D E R S TA N D I N G  O U R  PA S T, 
B U I L D I N G  O U R  F U T U R E

What's our story?
PENNING POEMS 
AND HISTORIES
The eleventh Vicar of St Mary's, 
Gordon Alexander (“Peter”) Butt, was 
described as a man of boundless 
energy and a great use of words, and 
something of a visionary.

MUSICAL CRUSADER
The tenth Vicar of St Mary's, 
Archdeacon Kenneth Liggett, was 
an accomplished organist who saw 
in his musical gifts an instrument of 
evangelism.
Born in Manchester in 1905, he came to 
New Zealand in 1920. After a return visit to 
England, during which he studied at the Royal 
Academy of Music and received organ tuition 
in Manchester, he taught piano and organ 
in Napier, where he was organist at Holy 
Trinity Church.
Liggett was ordained priest in 1936, serving 
first in Hastings and then in Gisborne. During 
World War II he was a chaplain in the Armed 
Forces, and afterwards served as Vicar in 
Opotiki and Cambridge.
The first major function after his induction 
as Vicar of St Mary's in 1956 was a loyalty 
dinner in the Coronation Hall attended by 
2000 parishioners. It was part of a stewardship 
campaign during which parishioners 
promised to give 62,000 pounds over a three-
year period,
Much practical work was achieved during 
Liggett's tenure, including renewal of the floor 
of St Mary's, extensions to the vestry costing 
more than 9000 pounds, and a rebuild for 
the organ. 
Liggett combined his ability as a music teacher 
and love of children to launch many young 
people into music, and he also developed a 
fine children's choir.
He retired in 1968, and died in 1970.
Mark Birch

Historical stories from the St Mary’s archives.

Educated at Hamilton, he worked as a journalist 
before enlisting with the RNZAF and serving 
with a fighter squadron in the United Kingdom.
After his ordination in 1951, he served 
successively in New Plymouth, Putaruru, 
Morrinsville, Whangarei and Waimate before 
returning to St Mary’s as Vicar in 1969, aged 47.
Projects undertaken during his term included 
the establishment of the Māori Memorial as a 
“symbol for peace,” foreshadowing the church's 
bicultural journey. In addition, new lighting was 
installed in St Mary’s, the chancel widened, and 
the first efforts at amplifying sound made.
He was a keen advocate of annual stewardship 
campaigns, and turned St Mary's from a parish 
that was lagging financially to one that was a 
model of its kind in New Zealand.
He introduced the 1970 Liturgy to St Mary's 
alongside the 1662 rite, and re-wrote the 
parish history A Poem in Stone. In 1975 he co-
ordinated a diocese-wide programme entitled 
Renewal, which was a resounding success.
Butt left St Mary's in 1976 to become Vicar of 
St James', Lower Hutt, subsequently serving 
as Archdeacon of Belmont, assistant to the 
archbishop, and chaplain of the New Zealand 
Police. He wrote a history of the Wellington 
diocese, and was awarded a QSM.
Mark Birch
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A letter from

TĒNĀ KOUTOU KATOA 
my warmest greetings to you.

Priest-in-Charge

EXERCISE YOUR WILL POWER - REMEMBER ST MARY’S IN YOUR WILL

But then maybe it isn’t a dislike of queues as 
much as a dislike of waiting – yet we spend 
so much of our lives waiting: waiting for the 
doctor; waiting for the movie to start; waiting 
at the checkout; waiting for the game to start; 
waiting for the boarding call; waiting for the 
service to start; waiting for the baby to be 
born.  You would think that we would get it, 
but I don’t, all I do is devise ways to fill in the 
waiting time with other things to do – reading 
a book, talking with people, go for a quick 
run, squeezing another task into the time 
available.  Just to do anything is better than 
just waiting!
Which all in all would just about disqualify 
me completely from being a good observant 
Christian priest, for how on earth can I cope 
with the theology of Advent?  Advent being 
the season of waiting, waiting for the arrival 
of Christ, both at Christmas and also as in 
waiting for the Second Coming.
In this place and time in which we live, we 
now tend to fill in the Advent time with end 
of year events, Christmas parties, Advent 
services, Carol services and summer 
holidays preparation.  Advent just serves as a 
countdown to Christmas and the holidays.

This is not the way it should be.  Advent was 
originally a period of six weeks, rather than 
the present four, as a preparation for the 
festival of the Nativity, Christ’s birth, Christ’s 
Coming.  There was fasting on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays, which only tends 
to happen now as we prepare for another 
feast ahead or to recover from one just 
indulged in!  Advent was modelled on the 
Season of Lent, intended as a time of extra 
prayer, study, worship and reflection, so that 
one would be truly ready to celebrate Christ’s 
Coming.  Sadly, we struggle to find time to do 
that now.

However, I encourage you all to take 
time this Advent to make time in your 
very busy lives for the disciplines 
of Advent.  To pray and reflect 
upon the forthcoming Nativity and 
to prepare yourselves for Christ’s 
Coming to you, and for you to greet 
Christ in the needs of others in 
our community.

To have a heart for Christmas.
Yours in Christ’s service,
The Venerable Trevor Harrison

Dear Parishioners,
One of my great dislikes in life is queues!  As shown in my 
behaviour in that if I go into the bank and see more than a 
couple of people waiting I will not join the queue, but rather 
go away and come back later!
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LEADING LIGHT 
ON PEACE AND 
INCLUSION

As he lay in state in Te Aroha o Maui Pomare ki 
tona Iwi Maori – the whare tipuna at Ruapekapeka 
Marae, Urenui, built by Sir Maui Pomare as 
an expression of his love for all the tribes – 
Archbishop Philip Richardson took the pounamu 
cross that hung around his own neck.
He then gently placed it on the chest of 
Archdeacon Tiki, the man who was his mentor, 
the man he had asked to be the first Kaumātua 
of the Taranaki Cathedral Church of St Mary, 
and Kaumātua of the Diocese of Waikato and 
Taranaki.
That taonga of office stays with Tiki into eternity.
And in the first words that Archbishop Philip, 
Bishop of Waikato and Taranaki, uttered at Tiki's 
funeral Mass at St Joseph's Catholic Church on 
September 3 he drew out that symbolism. 
"In my view," said Archbishop Philip, "he was 
the true Bishop of Taranaki.
"What I wear today, I wear because of Tiki 
Raumati.
"Everything I wear, he gave me.
"This cope was made for him.
"This mitre was made by Wilma (Tiki's widow) 
for me.
"This shepherd's staff" he said, drawing 
attention to the carved rakau he carries, "is 
like no other shepherd's staff ever made."
That too had come thanks to Tiki who asked his 
niece, the artist and carver Moewai Aterea, to 
select the wood and carve the rakau.
In death, Tiki chooses to live out a message of 
painful reconciliation.

He now lies among the colonial soldiers and their 
descendants, in the graveyard of St Mary's. He is 
the first Māori to be buried in that sacred space.
He is also buried next to Carrie Allen, the daughter 
of former cathedral dean Jamie Allen and wife 
Suzy, who died in 2012, aged 12.
Archbishop Philip acknowledged that during the 
three days of the tangi, there had been a tussle 
over where Tiki should be laid to rest.
That is the way things go in Te Ao Maori ¬– the 
greater the person's mana, the greater the desire 
to honour that person, to care for their memory, 
and to host their mana.
"And so his own people, Ngati Mutunga, put the 
case for burying him with his parents, and many of 
his siblings at Urenui.
"And the people of Parihaka, likewise. He's the 
great grandson of Te Whiti o Rongomai – and 
Parihaka put the case for him being buried there."
But in the end, said Archbishop Philip, the people 
recognised Tiki's wishes to be buried "in this 
conflicted space."
"It was his wish that he continue to be at the 
forefront of that conflicted history, teaching us 
the way of peace, teaching us the way of radical 
inclusion of all people, and teaching us that 
pathway of love and reconciliation which will bring, 
in the end, healing to our history, and healing to 
our relationships.
Lloyd Ashton
 *A condensed version of the story from the Anglican 
Taonga website. Read the full version here http://www.
anglicantaonga.org.nz/news/tikanga_maori/mate

In death, Tiki Raumati wears the one symbol 
of office that generations of Taranaki Māori 
longed for him to wear in life: the pectoral cross, the sign of a bishop.
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EXERCISE YOUR WILL POWER - REMEMBER ST MARY’S IN YOUR WILL

VISITING VITAL FOR 
PROJECT PUSH

People’s warden and fundraising ‘visitor’ Julie 
Otene has seen first-hand the success of visiting 
cathedral supporters to help raise the money 
needed to earthquake strengthen and develop the 
cathedral site.
Why did you volunteer to be a ‘visitor’?
I learnt how this type of campaign works and how 
successful it is for capital fundraising projects like 
ours and felt that the visiting was an achievable 
way for me to contribute. Capital fundraising 
campaigns involve volunteer-led, person-to-person 
contact, seeking financial support for a specific 
project. Donations are one-off - albeit many are 
spread over the five years of the project. It is 
amazing how giving a little regularly accumulates 
significantly and is often more manageable. 
However, there is a defined end date to the giving, 
it is not ongoing.
Does it make you uncomfortable going into 
people’s homes asking for money?
That’s the thing, I don’t feel like I’m asking for 
money. We are visiting people to have a chat 
with them, talk to them about the project and the 
potential for the church and the community. It’s a 
one-to-one opportunity to share the story, and for 
them to engage and give their opinion. 
People generally say they were waiting to be 
asked about giving. But I’m not too worried  if they 
give or not. Success is also being able to show 
external funding organisations that we have done 
everything we can to raise as much money as we 
can within the church. That means demonstrating 
that we have visited everyone on the database.
It’s not the job of a visitor to convince someone to 
give, it’s merely an opportunity to do so once they 
have been given all the information about what the 
complete project can achieve.
Has the visiting been successful so far in 
raising funds?

For the small percentage of people in the 
database we have been able to visit so far, it’s 
been very successful. Not everyone is able to 
donate – and that’s fine – but the pledges still 
average out at about $3000 per person visited. 
As of November 7, the portion of the $2 million 
commitment made by parishioners and those 
with a strong connection to the cathedral stood at 
$891,440.
If it is so successful, why do you need more 
visitors now?
Time is running out and we still have a lot of 
people to visit. Engineers are close to having 
details finalised for phase one of the project – the 
earthquake strengthening and refurbishment of 
the cathedral – but momentum will be lost, and the 
project may have to be put on hold if we cannot 
raise the money needed now.
What if I have thought about being a visitor, 
but don’t know what to say?
Volunteer visitors are given full coaching and 
assistance. You can either be assigned a few 
people from the database to visit or choose them 
yourself.
Why do you think The Cathedral Project is so 
important to support?
I am passionate about this project because it’s an 
intergenerational legacy project – providing our 
community with a cultural, historical and spiritual 
legacy. It’s so many things in one package. 
Our forefathers had the foresight to work hard 
to provide public amenities for our region. This 
is our opportunity to leave a legacy for future 
generations.
For more information on how to become a 
visitor, please contact Julie on 027 446 4099 or 
The Cathedral Project, campaign manager  
Jan Mason on 021 020 33888.

Only 28% of people on the Taranaki Cathedral database 
have been visited as part of the fundraising effort for 
The Cathedral Project. More volunteer visitors are 
urgently needed to reach the church’s $2 million internal 
fundraising target and to allow work on the cathedral strengthening to start. 
Could this be the job for you? 

Julie Otene
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AT THE HEART 
OF COMMUNITY

The unassuming couple, who began worshipping 
at the cathedral six years ago, retired to New 
Plymouth after decades living in community 
and supporting others.  At various times they’ve 
counselled and lived alongside people dealing 
with drug and alcohol addictions and other mental 
health, emotional and social issues, as well as 
helping resettle new migrants to NZ.
Their biggest chunk of time was the 30 years 
they spent as Directors of the Kodesh Christian 
Community in Avondale West Auckland.
The seeds for the community were began by a 
not-for-profit group that called on the Stevens 
for help.
Geoff and Gayle already had experience of 
residential care.  For nine years from 1966 they 
helped to establish the Christian community on 
Great Barrier Island called Orama.  Started by 
Gayle’s father, it offered respite, counselling and 
care for those battling with drug, alcohol and 
other issues.
“We had 120 people in the community at one time 
with people coming and going. Over the summer 
we ran conventions…it was very busy, demanding 
but also quite fruitful,” says Geoff.
“In the early days of Orama we had no reticulated 
power or running water or shops nearby.”
After nine years it became evident that this intense 
situation  living with unwell people was no longer a 
good environment for their two growing sons, then 
aged 8 and 10 years.
Some would opt for the comforts of suburbia; 
Gayle and Geoff chose Papua New Guinea where 
Geoff managed a group of trading stores in the 
Western highlands area of the country.  “We 
enjoyed it thoroughly. It was quite an experience,” 
he says. 
Gayle’s poor health forced them home to NZ and 
so in the late seventies they returned to Auckland.

At that time 
they were 
motivated by their experience from running 
residential rehabilitation programmes in which they 
could see there was a need for a new approach. 
“Some people needed a much longer period of 
healing and support before they felt confident to 
re-enter society again. We realised these ones 
wouldn’t get well in short term programmes 
because they were unprepared to go out and live 
independently,” says Gayle.
So Kodesh was different. People stayed as long 
as they needed, some averaging around five or six 
years.

“It wasn’t a programme, it was a home 
and it was for unlimited time,” says 
Gayle.

The only condition was that all residents sat down 
to share an evening meal.  The community hosted 
two main houses as well as peripheral homes 
accommodating three or four families, and housed 
between 25 and 30 people on average.
Not everyone was grappling with issues.  
Community members lived with residents in the 
home to provide a balance of ‘well’ people
At the same time Geoff and Gayle kept up 
other part time work, paid and unpaid.  Geoff 
worked firstly as an industrial chaplain and later 
as the archdeaconry enabler for the Hauraki 
Archdeaconry, encompassing 14 parishes and 
about 30 congregations.
During their time they also trained as spiritual 
directors and ran prayer retreats through various 
churches in Auckland.
Gradually, the arrival of new migrants saw the 
community evolve into a multi-cultural one.  Gayle 
and Geoff enjoyed the new dynamic of these 
residents, new arrivals to NZ.  

Some people talk lots about faith, Geoff and 
Gayle Stevens are proof you can live it out.

Geoff and Gayle Stevens
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“It was an amazing 
opportunity.  People were 
so open to spiritual things 
when they came.  They 
became really good friends 
and fitted like a glove into our 
common life.” 

There were no formal ‘services’ or 
meetings; the ministering happened 
on a day-to-day basis (if it was 
sought) and at meal times. 
Each morning at 7am there was a 
Eucharist with Geoff, Gayle and a 
few others taking part.  Says Gayle 
of the daily ritual: “We learned to live 
in forgiveness and get on with each 
other.”
During this time the couple 
strengthened a connection with the 
Anglican Church that had begun in 
the early seventies at the Ponsonby 
All Saints parish.  But there was 
a multi-denominational spread at 
Kodesh.
Geoff was ordained as a Lutheran 
Pastor as in earlier years he and 
Gayle had both trained at the Bethany 
College of Missions in Minneapolis, 
USA where they gained their 
theological degrees.
Their journey to Taranaki was inspired 
by earlier interim parish work they had 
done during their time in Avondale.  
As short-term ‘fill-in” ministers they 
worked at Okato and Fitzroy.  
“We always loved New Plymouth and 
our family was living down here…” 
so in their mid-seventies they arrived 
to stay.  The couple are part of an 
“amazing” home group and attend the 
Wednesday 10am service.
St Mary’s is blessed to have the 
Stevens in their midst.
Sarah Foy

Barry died in February this 
year at the age of 88.
Born in New Plymouth, he 
came from a very musical 
family: his father, grandfather 
and great-grandfather 
were all organ-builders and 
organists. But Mary says 
Barry’s father wasn’t allowed 
to play the St Mary’s organ, 
because the appointed 
organist, Neville Renaud, 
“was very proprietorial, and 
wouldn’t let anybody else 
play it.”
Barry went to Vogeltown 
School and New Plymouth 
Boys’ High School. He 
became an apprentice motor 
mechanic and then spent 
all his working career with 
the Post and Telegraph 
Department, being made 
redundant when the 
department became Telecom 
in 1987.

His long association 
with St Mary’s had 
begun early. He joined 
the choir at the age 
of 19, and sang in 
it through all the 
decades until 2013, 
when the Parkinson’s 
he was suffering from 
made it too difficult for 
him to continue.

About 1972 Barry became 
a member of the St 
Mary’s vestry, holding the 
“properties” responsibility, 
and served until about 2000.
He and his wife took over 
the stewardship duties for St 
Mary’s in the late 1970s, and 
in subsequent periods they 
did the lawnmowing at both 
St Mary’s and St Aidan’s 
Church (Glenpark), and the 
cleaning at St Mary’s.
The couple also took 
prominent roles in the project 
which resulted in the 1993 
opening of the Hatherly Hall 
and its associated rooms.
Barry served as people’s 
warden from 1990-94, and 
became one of the first lay 
people allowed to administer 
Holy Communion; the 
authorisation was given by 
the then Bishop of Waikato, 
John Holland. 
He was a member of the 
former New Plymouth 
Choral Society and the Ars 
Nova Choir, and a founding 
member of the Taranaki Male 
Voice Choir.
The couple enjoyed 62 
years of marriage, and had 
five children (all living in 
Taranaki), 15 grandchildren 
and 13 great-grandchildren.
Mark Birch

LOVE OF MUSIC 
BEGAN EARLY
For many years a hard-working 
stalwart of St Mary’s, the late 
Barry Vinnicombe was “a glass-
half-full” person, according 
to his wife Mary: “He was very 
positive.”
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That is one of the questions our electrical 
engineers have asked.  Seems simple enough, 
but with all the wiring being renewed – yes the 
cathedral is being literally re-energised - there 
are opportunities to rethink the positions of our 
distribution boards and switches to ensure they 
are less intrusive elements in our stone church.  
Electric lighting was probably installed in the 
church in the early 1900s and replaced gas pillar 
lights.  Electricians over the last century have had 
no option but to surface mount wiring on the stone 
walls and send their smallest apprentice under the 
floor to draw lines from one end of the building to 
the other.  
The existing wiring is not up to current safety 
standards so needs to be replaced. In conjunction 
with areas of the church that need to be opened 
up for the strengthening, engineers are looking 
for options to conceal the new wiring lines. With 
the roofing slates being removed some wires will 
definitely use an aerial route and with flooring 
being lifted in areas for new foundations, the sub 
floor route will be much easier.  
There is still the tricky bit of up the walls.  And 
what sort of lights will we have in our new 
cathedral?  That is exactly what I have been 
discussing with our architects and electrical 
engineer.  You can be sure that the existing 
fluorescents and their harsh white light will be 
gone.  
We want a lighting design that is flexible enough 
to add to the mood of a celebratory occasion or 
contemplative worship as well as emphasising 

the architectural features of the building. Modern 
technology opens up exciting possibilities 
for programmeable lighting sequences that 
can respond to differing situations and user 
requirements.  Additionally LED bulbs mean the 
dangerous job of changing light bulbs at height is 
not something you need to do for many years.   
Other details being thought about are changed 
acoustic conditions in the cathedral.  The plywood 
layer being added above the timber ceiling 
sarking will close up many gaps through which 
we previously saw peeks of sky.  This will actually 
improve the clarity of unamplified organ music 
and singing so that is an unexpected bonus of 
the earthquake works. The new protective glass 
layer that will replace the metal screens over the 
stained glass will also lessen the low frequency 
traffic noise that is currently audible in the 
cathedral, so again that is a positive outcome.

Over the next few months, lots of 
details like these will be worked 
though with the team of consultants as 
they complete the documents for the 
project.  The commitment is to have 
those documents ready for building 
to be able to start by mid 2019.  What 
is needed to ensure it does, is your 
support.  Keep up the fundraising 
efforts- our cathedral is waiting.

Jenny Goddard

TAKING A LIGHT 
APPROACH: REMEDIATION 
MANAGER’S UPDATE

The Cathedral magazine printing and production costs are entirely funded  
through the generosity of our sponsors. A BIG thank you to each  

one of them for making this publication possible.

So where should the light switches be in our re-opened cathedral?  
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TOTAL RAISED TO DATE - $6,545,928
If you would like to donate go to www.thecathedralproject.co.nz.

Keen to find out more about any aspect of the fundraising or about the Cathedral Project?
Call into the Cathedral Project office, Monday to Thursday, between 9.15am – 4pm  

and have a chat with Jan our Campaign Manager.  
You can phone her 021 020 33888 or email jan@taranakicathedral.org.nz.

www.cathedralproject.org.nz 

CLOSED FOR EARTHQUAKE STRENGTHENING

Taranaki 
Cathedral 

needs your 
support

There are more than 50 stained 
glass windows in Taranaki 
Cathedral, but many require 
painstaking work to replace 
missing pieces, and repair 
lead and other damage.
To help our stained glass 
window restoration, and 
the remediation of Taranaki 

Cathedral, you can 
purchase a Cathedral 
Cake for just $40 (750g).
It’s a great Christmas gift idea or 
a treat for you and your family. 
Be quick, supply is limited.
Thanks to Pak’nSave New 
Plymouth for their generous 
support.

CATHEDRAL CAKE 
FOR A CAUSE

The commemorative Taranaki Cathedral Church of St Mary wedding 
certificates are proving popular with people from Taranaki and further afield.

The Cathedral Cake is so named because 
when it is cut, its colours reflect those 
of the beautiful stained glass windows 
found in cathedrals around the world - 
including our own Taranaki Cathedral.

Cakes all sold - they went like hotcakes! Look out for more fundraising 

in 2019, or purchase a cathedral tea towel.  See back page for details.

9

https://www.taranakicathedral.org.nz/the-cathedral-project/
https://www.taranakicathedral.org.nz/the-cathedral-project/


TARANAKICATHEDRALNEWS

WHEELS KEEP 
TURNING FOR 
JEAN (100)

And the 100-year-old credits the pedal power as 
the main reason she’s still able to deliver flowers 
cut from her Westown garden to rest home 
residents at nearby Tainui Village. 

‘‘When I got too wobbly to ride my 
last bike a year or two ago, I gave it 
to the people at Tainui to give away to 
someone,’’ she said. 

They decided to make it the centre piece of a 
garden to commemorate her 40 years of voluntary 
work there. 
In September Mrs Cameron was presented with 
a citation and coat of arms by Bishop Philip 
Richardson for 69 ‘‘remarkable’’ years of work at 
Taranaki Cathedral Church of St Mary’s.
That involved various tasks that required her to 
cycle from home to the cathedral and back several 
times a week. 
‘‘It’s what has kept me fit,’’ she said of the 4km 
round trip, which includes the steep Barrett St 
Hospital hill on Morley St. 
She still goes for a daily walk around the block 
near her home before ‘‘the sun gets too bright’’. 
Then there is her garden, which has provided a 
bounty of flowers and vegetables over the years. 
The flowers have been for Tainui residents and 
other people ‘‘in need of a bit of cheer”, while 
there have always been vegetables for her family 
and a good few neighbours. ‘‘I still take flowers to 
friends at Tainui but I seem to be outliving most of 
the people I know.’’ 
She also continues to deliver St Mary’s weekly 
pewsheet to parishioners who are either too sick 
or ‘‘too old’’ to attend church. 

As a child, Jean was a pupil at Waitara Central 
Primary School and later caught the train each 
day from Waitara to attend New Plymouth Girls’ 
High School for a year. 
‘‘We used to switch trains at Lepperton and I’d get 
off at the Fitzroy railway station and walk to school 
from there.’’ 
After her father died, she moved to Stratford 
with her mother, Rose Bingham and brother, 
Ron, where she worked in the haberdashery 
department of Manoy’s Drapery. 
She met and married Ian, who was the 
projectionist at Stratford’s Kings Theatre. 
‘‘I worked as an usher there and a couple of years 
ago someone took me back for a visit. I was 
amazed at how beautiful it still looks and it brought 
back a few memories.’’ 
Ian Cameron later became the projectionist at the 
New Plymouth Opera House. 
The couple had five children – Beth, Ann, 
Joy, Carol and Denise – and all were present, 
along with a host of grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, to celebrate their mother’s 100th 
birthday at the weekend. The gifts of flowers 
and more than 100 birthday cards from other 
relatives and well-wishers were testament to Mrs 
Cameron’s tireless community work. 
Peter Bingham
*This story ran in the North Taranaki Midweek on
September 12. Read it by using the link below.
https://cdn2.neighbourly.co.nz/images/
publication-pdfs/5b971a66914bc0.76472232.
pdf?170410

New Plymouth woman Jean Cameron has never had 
a driver’s licence but she’s worn out two bikes with 
her unstinting charity work. 
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EXERCISE YOUR WILL POWER - REMEMBER ST MARY’S IN YOUR WILL

TARANAKICATHEDRALNEWS

T A R A N A K I  -  W A N G A N U I

t a r a n a k i . r i c o h . c o . n z
i m a g i n e . c h a n g e

T A R A N A K I  -  W A N G A N U I

t a r a n a k i . r i c o h . c o . n z
i m a g i n e . c h a n g e
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TARANAKICATHEDRALNEWS

Taranaki Cathedral Church of St Mary
37 Vivian Street, New Plymouth, Phone (06) 758 3111 

admin@taranakicathedral.org.nz • www.taranakicathedral.org.nz • www.facebook.com/TaranakiCathedral

To donate or find out more, see our website for all the details.  
www.taranakicathedral.org.nz/the-cathedral-project/how-to-contribute.php

Sunday 28th October  
2-4pm  Tikanga Youth Service
Sunday 4th November 
10am  All Saints' Day
Sunday 4th November 
3pm  All Souls Our Children
Sunday 4th November 
7pm  All Souls' Memorial Service
Monday 5th November  
noon  Parihaka Memorial Service
Sunday 11th November 
9am   (replaces 8am & 10am) 

Remembrance Sunday
Wednesday 14th November 
noon   Te Hākari Tapu: Te Reo 

Eucharist
Sunday 25th November 
Christ the King Sunday  
Parish Breakfast @9am

Wednesday 28th November 
7:30pm   Blessing the Advent 

Wreaths 
Ecumenical service at  
St Joseph’s

Sunday 2nd December 
Advent Sunday
Sunday 2nd December 
5pm  Advent Carol Service
Wednesday 5th December 
11:30am   Hymn Lecture O little town 

of Bethlehem
Sunday 16th December 
4pm   Nine Lessons and Carols @ 

Hawera
Wednesday 19th December 
7pm   Service of Nine Lessons 

and Carols
Saturday 22nd December 
2pm   Christmas Organ Recital

Saturday 22nd December 
5-7pm   Picnic Carols on the 

Vicarage Lawn
Monday 24th December 
5pm   Children’s Christmas 

Service
Monday 24th December 
11pm   Carol Singing
Monday 24th December 
11:30pm   Midnight Mass of the 

Nativity
Tuesday 25th December 
8 & 10am  The Birth of our Lord Jesus 

Christ
Wednesday 26th December 
10am-3pm  Give Something Back, 

Hatherly Hall

SPECIAL SERVICES – ALL ARE WELCOME

*All our services are held in the Interim 
Cathedral in the Peace Hall unless 
stated otherwise

That got the Cathedral Project Fundraising Team 
thinking - we need a Taranaki Cathedral tea towel. 
The team checked out options and found a 
company in Dunedin with a very generous sized 
tea towel and a good reputation.  
The tea towels have now arrived and the retail 
price is $25 each or four for $80.  They come in 
two print colours - either red or black.  All profits 
will go towards The Cathedral Project.
"We think these will make excellent Christmas 
stocking fillers- I know my children will all be 
getting one or two,” says project design + 
remediation manager Jenny Goddard.  "No one 

can have too many 
tea towels!"  
The design is a line drawing of each elevation 
of the cathedral with the words we feel express 
the diverse role of the cathedral - history, faith, 
worship, community, friendship, education and 
celebration.
Jan Mason, campaign manager, will have tea 
towels available from her office and order forms 
will be available in pew sheets.  
Payment can be made online - contact Jan 
021 020 33888 for more information or visit the 
campaign office, onsite at the cathedral.

DISHING UP 
PROJECT FUNDS

 
When we visit cathedrals or galleries on overseas 
trips, we often look for some small memento that 
we can purchase - sometimes it is a tea towel.  

On page 11 spot photos from the cathedral Pet Service, held on Sunday October 7.  
Photos taken by Bob Richards.
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