
‘Being as Christ to the Community’DECEMEBER 2015

Church of St Mary

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
@Naki_Cathedral

www.facebook.com/TaranakiCathedral

Church lifting status of women • What’s happening to our Cathedral - and 

why can’t we enter it? • Bishops speak out on climate change

Woven threads trace liturgical path • Healing hotline to God



Contents

2

3 - 4

5 

6

6

7

8

Website work nearing an end

Dean Jamie’s message

Church lifting status of young women 

New LLM boasts All Blacks connection 

Building a team part of ringing a tune

What’s happening to our Cathedral - 
and why can’t we enter it?

Healing hotline to God

9

10 - 11

12

13

14 

14

16

Bishops speak out on climate change

Focus on our Bishopric 

Woven threads trace liturgical path

From the organ console

Baptisms, weddings and funerals

Gala marked by warmth and hospitality

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe

Taranaki Cathedral’s online presence is set 
to change when the website is updated.

A team from the communications committee 
has been working on improving the site, which 
was fi rst developed when St Mary’s became a 
cathedral in March 2010.

Its distinctive dark brown background is to be 
replaced by a lighter, fresher look and more 
modern design with additional stories and photos 
on the homepage, as well as in other parts of the 
site.

There are profi les of ministry team staff as well 
as licensed lay ministers, chapter, vestry and 
Archbishop Philip Richardson.  The site will also 
contain information on the cathedral’s history, 
grounds, the community café, the peace altar 
frontal, the Waikato-Taranaki Diocese and how to 
make bookings.  

People can read previous sermons and download 
copies of back issues of the cathedral magazine.

In addition the site will contain updates on the 
cathedral’s temporary closure and on the interim 
worship space when details are fi nalised.

When the new site goes live by the end of 
this year it will continue to be updated by 
communications and IT offi cer Richard Grevers 
with help from the communications committee.

Website work nearing an end
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A message from

TĒNĀ KOUTOU KATOA 
my warmest greetings to you.

your Deanyour Dean

EXERCISE YOUR WILL POWER - REMEMBER ST MARY’S IN YOUR WILL

including for the people of 
Vanuatu; West Africa (against 
ebola); Nepal and, currently, 
those displaced from Syria as 
refugees, through the World 
Food Programme. A tremendous 
team of volunteers has grown 
together in service and 
friendship; with the leadership 
of our head chef – David Sleep; 
people who do everything 
from laying out the tables fi rst 
thing on Tuesday mornings, 
to washing up; cooking toast 
and crepes, and serving at 
the tables. Who could have 
imagined a year ago, that God 
would do such a wonderful 
work through this initiative; for 
it is all about much more than 
the breakfasts, and even than 
the funds raised. It has been 
the forming-ground for new 
and wonderful relationships; 
for some of our city’s homeless 

to have 
a hot 
meal and 
coffee; 
for 
prayer together at tough times 
in people’s lives; and for 
celebrating special occasions. 
Many people come week after 
week, enjoying the quirky 
specials on the menu, and 
tucking in to the awesome 
staples such as the porridge 
(a fi rm favourite), and Gwen’s 
homemade marmalade (made 
with love). It goes to show that 
new beginnings are part of the 
story of who we are as God’s 
people; and that’s certainly in 
tune with our journey together 
into Advent and Christmas.

This kaupapa of God-in-new-
hopes was echoed in the 
giving of the Angel Tree gifts 
– presents to Taranaki children 

whose Mum or Dad is currently 
in prison. A tree-full of requests 
for gifts was set out on one 
Sunday morning in November; 
and by 11.30am – every single 
one of those requests had 
been kindly gathered up, to be 
honoured by our own angels. 
What a wonderful sign of this 
church family’s heart of love.

And it was also told in the 
making of a beautiful stole for 
The Revd Ailsa Claridge, and 
by the coachload of people who 
accompanied her to share in 
delight for the occasion of her 
ordination to the diaconate at 
St Peter’s Cathedral, Hamilton; 
and by those who signed up to 
commit to pray for Ailsa for one 

Around this time last year, I wrote introducing our new community cafe: 
“...we will be beginning our a new community cafe on Tuesdays, 7.30-10am. Anyone will be able to get 
a delicious hot crepe with a range of scrumptious toppings, and a hot drink, all in for a dollar (or free, 
if times are hard). The Hatherly Hall will be set out cafe style with lovely tables, and members of the 
church family (myself included) ready to take the orders and to wait at the tables – and maybe to have 
a bit of a chat about matters spiritual. Just a gift of love to our city. It’s about meeting people, welcoming 
them across the threshold and being a “come and see people”. Every dollar raised will go to charities 
working against ebola in the developing world. People are sponsoring elements of the breakfast (eg the 
eggs, fl our, coffee etc) - please contact me if you could be one of our supporters.”

Since then, the cafe has served well 
over 5000 breakfasts, and raised 
over $20,000 for some of the most 
challenging and terrible situations 
our World has faced over the year; 
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of the 30 days leading up to her 
ordination. Alleulia!

It was told in the celebration 
of the 50th anniversary of the 
ordination of the Venerable Tiki 
Raumati and Bishop George 
Connor; what a joy to give 
thanks for such an incredible 
devoted life of service. It 
was very moving to see 
Ailsa, ordained the very day 
before, serving at celebration 
as deacon. The Holy Spirit 
continuing to work a new 
wonder in our midst.

And I know that the love of 
Christ will be writ large in 
people’s response to our 
Christmas Appeal this year; 
we are asking for your kind 
donations, please to support the 
following; four ways in which you 
will make such a difference :

Our Fund for the Needy - a 
vital discretionary fund used to 
help people in our community at 
times of dire need.

Youth Ministry - in particular, 
helping to fund Karen’s 
internship with us, and the work 
that she will do in discipling, 
encouraging and teaching our 
youth.

Our therapy fund - which 
provides for local children 
and young people who are 
going through tough times, to 
receive high quality counselling 
on a koha basis, through a 
collaborative initiative between 
our cathedral and Lifeline 
Taranaki. This is a gentle and 
transformative ministry, which 
can be quite literally life-saving. 

Our interim worship space 
fund – helping us to cover the 
costs of setting up a new space 
in which we will worship for the 
time-being, whilst earthquake 
strengthening work is underway.

On the envelope, which is 

attached to your magazine, 
please tick any number of the 
above, and drop it in to the 
cathedral or place it in the 
collection plate. If no boxes 
are ticked, your Christmas gift 
will be allocated to support 
Youth Ministry. If you receive 
the magazine by email, please 
think about making a donation 
via online banking. The account 
details are Taranaki Cathedral of 
St Mary, 15-3942-0578002-80, 
TSB. Just narrate your donation 
“Needy”, “Youth”, “Therapy” or 
“Interim Cathedral”. 

Thank you, thank you - thrice 
thank you.

On Sunday 
22nd 
November, I 
was privileged 
to attend the 
installation 
of the new 
Dean of 
Christchurch; 
Revd Canon 

Lawrence Kimberley. Thanks 
to the wonder of airpoints on 
my credit card, I was able to fl y 
to Christchurch and home for 
free! I’m new to this, and what 
a great discovery it is :) It was a 
deep joy to bring the aroha and 
friendship of another cathedral 
in transition to the community of 
Christchurch’s cathedral on this 
occasion of laughter and song, 
and to be told that we also are 
in their prayers, as we face all 
that the next few months and 
years will bring. I recalled also 
being present in Christchurch for 
the Deans’ conference, not long 
after coming to Taranaki; for the 
farewell service for former dean, 
Peter Beck; for the consecration 
of the transitional cathedral; 
for the installation of the lovely 
Lynda Patterson as dean in 
2013, and for the heartachingly 
sad occasion of her funeral 

in 2014. Through all those 
comings-and-goings, losses, 
blessings and challenges; the 
unchanging presence of the 
Holy Spirit hovered, as She 
did over the unformed chaos 
of creation, healing, loving, 
transforming. 

Here at Taranaki 
Cathedral, we have that 
same experience of the 
constancy of God; in every 
particle of creation; every 
atom and every instant, 
and yet timelessly loving 
and guiding through 
endeavour, failure, danger. 

Whatever our 
own futures hold, 
it is with the joy 
of Jesus that we 
may sing,

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born 
this happy morning;
Jesus, to Thee be glory given;
Word of the Father, now in 
fl esh appearing.
O come – let us adore Him; 
Christ the Lord.
On behalf of the whole cathedral 
whānau, it is a privilege to wish 
you and yours all blessings for 
this Christmas time and the 
year ahead.

Arohanui,
Your Dean, Jamie

Jamie Al len
Dean

lovingly,

Revd Canon 
Lawrence 
Kimberley
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The Right Rev Given Gaula is 
the Bishop of Kondoa, situated 
in the north of Tanzania, a role 
he’s held for three years since 
completing theological study at 
St John’s College in Auckland.

St Mary’s supported him and 
his family while they lived 
in New Zealand and during 
October he visited friends and 
supporters around the country 
as well as speaking at a mission 
conference.

The district of Kondoa is 
similar in size to Wales with a 
population of 650,000.

Ninety per cent of its people are 
Muslims; the other 10% identify 
with other faiths. When Bishop 
Given began, there were 11,000 

Anglicans, now there are 15,000.

Nonetheless, women are 
regarded as second-class 
citizens in the country’s 
Muslim communities.

Girls leave school early, or 
don’t start attending, because 
they’re expected to work in the 
home and look after younger 
siblings while their mothers 
labour outside.

‘Women in Empowerment’ is one 
of the church’s core programmes 

with 103 having graduated since 
it started two years ago.

Each three months, 15 women 
come together, living onsite in 
Kondoa to learn basic literacy 
and numeracy as well as life 
skills.

“We want to impart life skills 
and knowledge by teaching 
them to sew, to cook, to garden 
and other skills so they can 
contribute income to their 
family.” Once they graduate, the 
intention is that the women could 
make cakes to sell, or sew for 
others and grow food.

“We want the Anglican church to 
be a transformative force for their 
community in a holistic way.”

The women are from 
different backgrounds 
and faiths but they 
become friends 
during the time they 
live onsite together. 
“We see it as a 
way for peace and 
reconciliation for the 
community. When 
they come together 
they create a long-

lasting friendship, regardless of 
where they live.”

Some became Christians 
despite the possible severe 
repercussions. “Some Dads 
have been good and have said 
‘I’m happy’ but religious leaders 
might oppose it. Even though 
we are a secular state there has 
been marginalisation.

“Amongst Christians who have 
converted, they are expelled 

from the family. They have lost 
their land rights and without land 
there is no life.”

Bishop Given says the 
women begin to see that love 
characterises Christianity, 
whereas their experience of 
Islam tends to be one of rules 
and subjugation.

For the past two years a 
benefactor in the UK has funded 
the programme, now he is 
hoping to gather sponsorship 
from elsewhere. To date, 103 
women have graduated with 
the programme costing $355 
per woman. 

“We have a vision of having a 
bigger programme to transform 
lives and provide better 
education but we have to sustain 
this fi rst.”

As well as the ‘Women in 
Empowerment’ programme, 
the church is training clergy 
and laypeople with hopes to 
bring 140 to the Bible college in 
Kondoa over the next 10 years. 

*Anyone interested in learning 
more about the Women in 
Empowerment programme or in 
sponsoring these young women 
can email gmgaula@gmail.com 
or contact Rev David Pearce at 
the cathedral.
Sarah Foy

Church lifting status of young women 

The Right Rev Given Gaula, the 
Bishop of Kondoa in Tanzania, visiting 
the cathedral in October.

Empowering girls and women in an African region is 
proving life changing, says an Anglican bishop with 
strong links to Taranaki Cathedral Church of St Mary.

Tanzania is a secular state and 
Christians and Muslims live in peace 
with each other. “When I go to do 
confi rmations Muslims will come to 
my services….there is no religion 
affi liated with the Government and 
people are free to spread and talk 
about their religion.”

*The Rev David Pearce is part of the ministry team at St Mary’s.  His faith was deepened by his time living and working in Tanzania.  David has just 
released his autobiography called Kondoa 31 – One Man’s Journey Through Life, which details his time in the African nation.  It’s a fascinating read.  
People wishing to buy a copy can contact David, with all funds being donated back to ministry and mission in Kondoa, Tanzania. 5



New LLM boasts 
All Blacks connection 

Barbara Miller

St Mary’s 
has a new 
Licensed 
Lay 
Minister – 
parishioner 
Barbara 
Miller, who 
has already 
served in 
a similar 
capacity 

at St Paul’s in Paeroa, and in 
Morrinsville.

Barbara was born and brought 
up in Auckland, but lived for a 
time in Hāwera, where her father 
was a Baptist priest. She herself 
was originally a Baptist, but later 
became an Anglican.

Barbara served as a kindergarten 
teacher, and worked with a 
number of special needs children.

At the beginning of this year she 
and her husband Geoff moved to 
New Plymouth, which was Geoff’s 
home town, and where relatives 
live.

“We are loving it here, and it’s 
really nice having family around. 
I am chaplain at Heatherlea rest 
home, and work for St Mary’s on 
intercessions and chalice, and 
morning teas.”

In her spare time Barbara 
does craft work, but that spare 
time is limited because of her 
involvement with family and with 
helping Geoff with his work as co-
editor of the New Zealand Rugby 
Almanac: “We do the almanac 
and have to report on every fi rst-
class game in New Zealand, as 
well as the under-21s and the All 
Blacks.”

The couple has fi ve children, 
all living overseas, and seven 
grandchildren.

Mark Birch

Building a team part of ringing a tune 

That advice was once given to 
the then St Mary’s Bellringers 
by their conductor Beryl Paulin 
– and the group now known 
as the Cathedral Handbell 
Ringers still obeys it today. 

The art of playing handbells is 
rather more complex than that, 
but current member Helen 
Shearer says people shouldn’t 
be deterred from applying to 
join the group. 

She says one of the 
attractions of handbell ringing 
stems from teamwork: “I think 
the appeal is being part of a 
group that together makes 
music. You need everyone 
playing their part to make the 
music happen.”

The members read from 
orthodox music notation, 
and the score includes the 
usual signs to indicate tempo, 
playing loudly or quietly and 
so on. Nuances of tone are 
also feasible: “You can adjust 
the bells to ‘soft,’ ‘medium’ or 
‘hard’, and that affects the 
way the clappers hit the 
bell.” 

Handbell music can be 
played over a three-octave 
range, with each bell tuned 
to a note of the chromatic 
scale (consecutive black 
and white notes on a piano 
keyboard). 

This means that a single 
piece of music could 
require up to 36 bells. 

The cathedral group has 
10 members, all women 
apart from the conductor, 
local musician Graeme 
Cleland. 

More volunteers would be 
welcomed, male or female. 
You don’t need to be able to 
read music, although if you 
can it’s an advantage because 
you will be ready to start right 
away. 

The group plays during some 
of the cathedral services, and 
also performs for groups at 
other venues. “We have an 
annual concert now, so prefer 
that the rest homes bring 
their residents to us at the 
cathedral,” says Helen. “They 
enjoy the outing, and we serve 
them afternoon tea.” 

Many members of the 
Cathedral Handbell Ringers 
have attended biennial 
festivals in New Zealand, 
and some have participated 
at Australian festivals. The 
bellringers believe they are 
one of only two groups in the 
country which are attached to 
a cathedral. 

Mark Birch

When you play in a handbell group, hold your bell like 
an icecream cone, but don’t drop your wrist and let the 
icecream fall out of the cone. 

We would love to have your daughter be part of 
our Anglican family

61 Broadway North, Stratford 4332 Phone 06 765 5333

An integrated Anglican Year 9-13 Boarding & Day School in the heart of Taranaki

 

Boutique Boarding experiences in  
a small and safe environment

ST MARY’S DIOCESAN  
SCHOOL STRATFORD

Where each girl is nurtured to realise her potential
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What’s happening to our Cathedral
- and why can’t we enter it?

How was a decision made?

The Taranaki Anglican Trust Board is the 
registered proprietor of the Cathedral. The board 
members have decided – following consultation 
with the parish and in line with diocesan policy – 
that the cathedral should be closed temporarily 
until remediation work is complete.

When is the closure?

In order to give us time to make arrangements to 
continue functioning, the full closure will be on 1 
February 2016. Until that time, we are minimising 
the risk by limiting the number of hours per week 
that the building is open. 

What is closed?

The historical church and its vestry. The Hatherly 
Hall – the modern wing with function rooms 
and offi ces – will remain open, as will the 
church grounds. 

What events are still happening in the church? 

•  Sunday morning services (8am and 10am) until 
31 January, including baptisms. 

•  All scheduled concerts and organ recitals until 
31 December. 

•  All scheduled weddings until the end of 2015. 

Midweek and Sunday evening services are taking 
place in the “Upper Room” in the Hatherly Hall, 
which has been set up as a sacred space. 

How long will the temporary closure be?

We don’t yet know.  Because the church was built 
and expanded in stages, more measurement of 
the strength of various parts is needed before 
strengthening work can be designed. Given the 
workload on the civil engineering industry and 
the need to raise money, we expect it will be 
several years. 

Where will we worship after next January? 

The church leadership is working on a plan. 
It is hoped that this will be announced in mid 
December 2015.

Does Taranaki have damaging earthquakes?

While there have been none in the brief 
historical record, geological evidence shows a 
number of strong/severe earthquakes close to 
New Plymouth. 

What work is needed? 

The engineers’ report is available on our website, 
but in a nutshell: The roof diaphragm needs 
to be strengthened. The roof needs to be tied 
to the walls. Some walls will probably need to 
be strengthened to make sure they meet the 
assumptions in the structural model, and to carry 
the additional roof weight. 

As it is a Category 1 Historical building, all work 
will be designed to have minimal visual impact. 

What Happens Next? 

•  Establishing an inspiring temporary worship 
space

•  Detailed engineering investigation 

•  Design and costing 

•  Fundraising 

•  Strengthening work. 

•  Reopening

How much will it cost? 

We don’t yet know. There are still many 
unanswered questions and much fundraising 
will be involved. We will be seeking support from 
our wide community, locally and nationally. Your 
donation will be most welcome as will ongoing 
prayers and encouragement. 

When can I visit? 

You are most welcome to any event taking place 
in the church (see above). Otherwise, the church 
is open between Sunday services (9am – 10am) if 
you wish to spend quiet time here.

Remember – we are much more than just 
a building.

The announcement of the temporary closure of Taranaki Cathedral pending seismic 
strengthening has resulted in many questions from visitors. Cathedral communications 
offi cer Richard Grevers has prepared a brochure addressing many of these questions. 
It is presented here in abridged form – the full version being available at the Welcome Desk 
or the Cathedral website.
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Healing hotline to God
Taranaki Cathedral periodically holds 
Healing Services. Mark Birch asks the Revd. 
David Pearce what a Healing Service is.

Healing services address mental and emotional 
distress and physical illness – everything from 
worries to headaches to cancer.

For about fi ve years Taranaki Cathedral has 
hosted one about twice a year.

“These services are an opportunity for 
people to come and bring before God their 
concerns for either themselves or others,” 
says David. “Through that special time, 
which is very much part of the work of the 
Lord Jesus, we endeavour to fi nd a time of 
peace and a real focus on the healing that 
Christ brings.”

David makes no spectacular claims for miraculous 
cures, but he is adamant that healing does occur.

“We have seen people come forward, be anointed 
with oil, which is a special part of the healing, and 
in very different ways we have seen wonderful 
answers to prayer.

“A child who is now running round here [in the 
cathedral] was conceived after a long time of 
diffi culty. After laying this before Christ, and 
anointing with oil, this little child has been born.”

In another instance, a woman who was greatly 
concerned about her health found both healing 
and peace of mind: “We prayed for this lady, and 
she found a peace which has not left her. 

“These services are an opportunity which the 
church family provides, to bring before God 
physical, mental and spiritual problems which we 
expect God to answer and see God answer.”

David and his wife 
Jen have been 
involved with the 
New Zealand Church 
Army, and through 
meeting many 
people across the 
country they have 
been exposed to 
a wide variety of 
healing processes, 
“out of which has 
come the simple 
service that we offer here.” 

How many people come? “Anything from 12 to 
50; it fl uctuates. We have had international people 
come with their healing ministry, which always 
draws people in, draws a crowd.”

The services progress through singing and 
worship, and culminate in people being invited to 
come forward to be prayed for individually, with 
the laying-on of hands.

Our services include:

David Pearce
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A statement by the House of Bishops 
representing Te Pihopatanga o Aotearoa, the 
Dioceses in New Zealand, and the Diocese of 
Polynesia in anticipation of the COP21 Climate 
negotiations in Paris, December 2015.

For the sake of all people and other species on 
Earth, we pray for an ambitious, fair, and legally 
binding agreement to be reached at the COP21 
climate negotiations in Paris this December. 

As Christians we believe that “the Earth is 
the Lord’s and everything in it.” Teeming with 
abundant life and magnifi cant diversity, the 
symphony of creation gives glory to its Creator. 
We believe that God is reconciling to himself not 
only human beings but “all things, whether on 
earth or in heaven” through Jesus Christ. 

The Earth is God’s gift to humanity and to 
all creatures. In unity with Pope Francis we 
“forcefully reject the notion that our being created 
in God’s image and given dominion over the 
earth justifi es absolute domination over other 
creatures.” As humans endowed with reason we 
are not the controllers and possessors of nature 
but its servants, just as we are servants of each 
other and of God. We affi rm this in the mission 
statement of the Anglican Church, which commits 
us to “strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, 
and sustain and renew the life of the earth.”

Sadly, however, we are failing to live up to 
this calling. There is no longer any doubt that 
human activity has upset the delicate balance 
of physical and ecological systems upon which 
all life depends, and we are beginning to reap 
what we have sown. Air and water are becoming 
polluted, and the soil depleted. The ocean is 
becoming more acidic. The food chain is being 
compromised. Species are dying, and the climate 
is changing.

In particular, climate change threatens to 
undermine the health, prosperity and social 
stability of all nations. Unchecked, it will precipitate 
food shortages, confl ict, and forced migration on a 
global scale. 

Already the impacts of climate change are being 
acutely felt in the South Pacifi c. This year we have 
witnessed fi rsthand the devastation that climate 
change will visit upon our region through more 

intense cyclones, severe storm surges, saltwater 
intrusion, coastal erosion, and the bleaching 
of corals. 

Jesus teaches us to love our neighbour and 
especially to show practical love to the poor and 
vulnerable, declaring that “whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me.” In this spirit, we believe 
that the needs of the Pacifi c Islands and other 
communities that are acutely vulnerable to climate 
impacts should set the terms for what is agreed at 
the Paris climate negotiations.

Therefore, we urge the representatives of New 
Zealand and of all nations at the Paris climate 
negotiations to work intently to secure a legally 
binding international agreement that limits global 
average temperature increase to below 1.5ºC 
above pre-industrial levels by requiring rapid and 
deep decarbonisation. 

Mitigating the worst effects of climate change is 
achievable if we act collectively and immediately. 
We have hope that a more sustainable and 
more just world can be created through strong 
and urgent global action. May God be with the 
delegates to the Paris climate negotiations in their 
vital work. 
The Most Reverend Winston Halapua, Archbishop and Bishop of 
Polynesia

The Most Reverend Philip Richardson, Archbishop and Bishop 
of Taranaki

The Most Reverend Brown Turei, Archbishop and Te Pihopa o te 
Tairawhiti

The Right Reverend Ross Bay, Bishop of Auckland

The Right Reverend Justin Duckworth, Bishop of Wellington

The Right Reverend Richard Ellena, Bishop of Nelson

The Right Reverend Dr Helen-Ann Hartley, Bishop of Waikato

The Right Reverend Andrew Hedge, Bishop of Waiapu

The Right Reverend Ngarahu Katene, Te Pihopa o te Manawa o 
te Wheke

The Right Reverend Victoria Matthews, Bishop of Christchurch

The Right Reverend Te Kitohi Pikaahu, Te Pihopa o te Tai 
Tokerau

The Right Reverend Apimeleki Qiliho, Bishop in Viti Levu West, 
Vanua Levu and Taveuni

The Right Reverend Muru Walters, Te Pihopa o te Upoko o te 
Ika

The Right Reverend James White, Assistant Bishop of Auckland

The Right Reverend Kelvin Wright, Bishop of Dunedin

Bishops speak out on climate change
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Karen, 
the youth 
enabler 
and 
ministry 
assistant 
at the 
cathedral, 
arrived 
in New 

Plymouth from Kansas City in the 
United States earlier in 2015. 

In late March, she began 
travelling to Manaia once a week 
on Wednesdays to help run the 
RE sessions at Manaia Primary 
School as well as the after-school 
programme at  Cuthbert’s  Church 
in the town. Once a month on 
Fridays she also helps run Messy 
Church sessions at  Cuthbert’s  on 
Friday evenings. Messy church is 
a deconstructured type of church, 
says Karen where familes gather 
for a meal and activites as well as 
a short service.

A four-strong team that includes  
Cuthbert’s  priest Phil Woodmass 
and wife Cheryl, as well as 
another relief teacher, work with 
Karen on the lunch time religious 
teaching at the local school. 
Numbers vary widely, depending 
on the weather and whatever else 
is happening. “On a rainy day we 
would have 25-30, on a sunny 
day 5-10. We’re competing with 
an entire playground of equipment 

and I’m cognisant of the fact that 
they don’t necessarily want to 
listen to a Bible story when they 
could be shooting hoops or kicking 
a ball. 

“Some of it is dependent on us 
to make it more entertaining and 
worthwhile for them to give up a 
lunch break a week.”

The programme follows a 
curriculum developed by the 
Churches Education Commission 
(CEC) which pulls together 
different elements like songs, 
video clips and talking along a 
particular theme.

Some of teaching’s effectiveness 
comes down to personality and 
engagement, says Karen who 
explains that the team decided 
a few months ago to start with a 
high energy game for the fi rst 10 
minutes to keep the kids mentally 
active. “I don’t want to pass on 
the idea that church is boring. A 

lot of kids get the idea 
that church and religion 
is boring. We want 
to show them that it 
doesn’t need to be like 
that.”

The response from their 
primary school charges 
varies. It’s not so much 

about ‘teaching’ because the 
reality is they have to pack the 
educational bits into 15 minutes. 
That’s easier to achieve in the 
after school programme which 
runs for an hour and a half. A 
better measure of success is if 
the children see it as a cool or 
safe place to be, she says. “That’s 
when we end up having a lot of 
good relationship building and 
they feel comfortable to talk about 
some of the things that are big on 

an 8-year-old’s heart.”

The after-school programme 
attracts between 10-15 youngsters 
and is also dependent on factors 
such as what’s happening at 
home. Karen is the key person 
for that programme with some 
volunteers helping out.

“We do as much outside 
play as possible. My 
philosophy is they have 
been sitting in class all 
day and I don’t want them 
to think they have to sit 
still again.” Afternoon tea 
is slotted in, as well as 
craft sessions and a short 
bible story. 

Summing up her role Karen 
says, “It’s taken me this long to 
realise I have developed some 
relationships with kids and their 
parents. I get introduced as the 
cool American so when that 
happened I realised that I was 
getting somewhere.” More than 
half of the students she works 
alongside are Māori and it’s a 
dream of hers to learn aspects 
of Te Reo Māori. “They are 
teaching me and they come up 
with different words or phrases 
for what we’re talking about. 
They teach me something every 
week so that’s challenging my 
pronunciation. It’s kind of cool.”

The two-hour return trip from 
New Plymouth to Manaia is a 
challenge at times, but the journey 
is well worth it, says Karen. “I can 
defi nitely see a lot of good things 
coming out of it.”

Community Connections: Focus on our Bishopric

It’s taken almost to the end of the year but Karen Anderson is now being 
introduced as the ‘cool American.’ It’s a measure she thinks of the relationships 
she’s building with the children of Manaia in South Taranaki, where she helps 
run an after-school programme and religious education.

Cool Karen building mana in Manaia

Karen Anderson
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Community Connections: Focus on our Bishopric

Move of St Mark’s helps support 
St Barnabas
The relocation of one Taranaki church has 
helped breathe life into another, ensuring that it 
will stand for years to come.
St Barnabas Anglican church in 
Opunake has been renovated this 
year to the tune of $90,000.

Sections of the exterior were 
repaired with rotten boards being 
replaced and other maintenance 
taking place. More recently, part 
of the church hall was repainted 
to freshen up its interior. A portion 
of the funding came from the TSB 
Community Trust.

Regional Dean of Central Taranaki 
Peter Barleyman says one of the 
lovely aspects of the job was that 
funds raised through the sale and 
removal of St Mark’s in Kaponga 
were poured back into the work at 
St Barnabas.

“St Mark’s Kaponga was part of 
the Opunake parish and because 
for a variety of reasons the church 
was sold, part of the proceeds 
went towards the restoration. TSB 
Community Trust also helped, so 
together we were able to make 
sure the old lady will continue to 
stand for another century. It’s a 
nice story of one church building 
helping another.”

St Mark’s is now a function venue 

on a private New Plymouth 
property. 

Further work needs 
to be carried out 
inside the St Barnabas 
hall, but the exterior 
restoration has been 
completed in time for 
the coastal community’s 
150th celebrations this 
year. A variety of activities 
have taken place during 
the year.

Its architect, Frederick de Jersey 
Clere, described St Barnabas as 
“early French infl uence, with the 
steep inclination of the roof and a 
tall belfry giving it a Gothic effect”.

It was dedicated on 2nd June 
1895 by Archdeacon T. Fancourt 
making it 120 years old. The cost 
of the building was £276.17.6 with 
the fi nal price being helped by the 
donation of timber.

Wooden buttresses were added 
in 1897 to strengthen the church 

from the strong westerlies.  The 
distinctive belfry was demolished 
in 1969 and its top portion, the bell 
housing, was installed alongside 
the church and that bell is still 
rung prior to each service.

According to Te Ara, the 
Encyclopedia of New Zealand, 
Mr Clere was architect to the 
Wellington Anglican Diocese from 
1883 and designed more than 100 
churches for the area. 

In 1991 the church was moved 
180° so that it could be extended 
by linking it with the parish 
buildings behind. 

*Opunake township’s 150th 
celebrations join others taking 
place this year. Holy Trinity in 
Stratford marked its 125th year 
birthday on 31st May and Holy 
Trinity in Fitzroy was 170 with its 
main event taking place in June. 
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Woven threads trace liturgical path

The Cathedral Embroidery 
Group has spent many hours 
over recent weeks stitching 
away on a special project. 
Betty, Eunice, Kathi, Margaret, 
Mary and Pam who each have 
a passion for and expertise in 
embroidery, have applied fabric 
and thread to create a beautiful 
red stole (see their picture on 
the front cover).

Stoles tell a story through the 
symbols and designs on them. 
This stole depicts the Holy 
Spirit hovering over the water, 
both as the world was created, 
and at our own spiritual birth in 
baptism. There is symbolism 
of fl ame too, depicting the 
fl ames of Pentecost when the 
Holy Spirit gave life in birthing 
the Church. Hidden within the 
image is a koru. This New 
Zealand iconic symbol was 
chosen because it too speaks 
of new life; of the faith journey 
that unfolds for both individuals 
and for faith communities. It 
was intentional that this stole 
would bear the koru image 

when we as a cathedral family 
are challenged by our beloved 
building being temporarily 
closed, and are entering a new 
unfolding phase on our spiritual 
journey in an interim worship 
space. 

I was ordained Deacon. Within 
the Anglican tradition the role of 
Deacon is one of servanthood: 
a calling to be a servant within 

the body of Christ 
and beyond into the 
community. The story 
that gives expression 
to this, is where 
Jesus humbled 
himself, and taking 
a towel, washed 
the disciples’ feet, 
drying them with 
the towel (John 13: 
1-20).  You can see 
an expression of that 
as you look at the 
way deacons wear 
their stoles, draped 
across the body and 

then linked at the side, giving 
the suggestion of the towel and 
the ministry of serving. 

The calling for me to ministry 
has been a journey of several 
years, coming initially from a 
gentle invitation to sell my home 
with its extensive gardens to be 
involved with people. From that 
invitation grew a deep sense of 
a calling to pastoral ministry. A 
time for formation through the 
Education for Ministry (EfM), 
and as a Spiritual Director 
through the SGM formation 
programme have been part of 
the equipping for ministry. I have 
been involved at St Mary’s as a 
LLM, visiting parishioners and 

taking the reserved sacrament 
as home communion to those 
who fi nd it diffi cult to attend 
regular services, as well as 
being the volunteer chaplain at 
Rhapsody Ultimate Lifecare. 

Recently I joined the cathedral 
ministry team in the newly 
created role of Pastoral Minister. 
The Pastoral Minister is part 
of the pastoral ministry team 
which includes Bill Marsh, the 
Canon Pastor, Linda Rountree, 
the Pastoral Co-ordinator, other 
members of the ministry team 
and Lay Licensed Ministers. 
Pastoral ministry is about being 
cared for and supported as we 
each journey forward spiritually. 
It includes listening, praying 
with, exploring matters of faith 
and of life. It is about welcome, 
peace and reconciliation. It may 
include celebration as well as 
sorrow. 

The Diocesan discernment for 
ordination follows a process: 
application, interviews, a 
discernment weekend, a 
formation program offered by 
the Ministry Educator, and the 
decision to ordain made by 
the Bishops. As our Cathedral 
building is being temporarily 
closed to enable earthquake 
strengthening, it is with deep 
joy that I fi nd this is the timing 
for my ordination. It says 
something to us as a parish that 

Stoles are worn by clergy and refl ect 
the colour for the liturgical season. 
A red stole is the liturgical colour 
used at ordination. I was one of six 
people ordained by our Bishops 
from within the Waikato and Taranaki 
Diocese on Saturday 28th November 
in St Peter’s Cathedral, Hamilton. At 
my ordination, I wore this beautifully 
handcrafted stole created especially 
for me by the embroidery group, 
refl ecting a deep connection to the 
people I am called to serve. 

The Revd Ailsa Claridge refl ects on the weeks leading up 
to her ordination in Hamilton on November 28th this year. 

Revd Ailsa Claridge
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From the organ console

Since the Taranaki Anglican 
Trust Board’s announcement 
to temporarily close the 
Taranaki Cathedral on the 
31st January 2016, many 
people have asked me 
what will happen to the 
organ? Without doubt, the 
1905 George Croft & Son 
pipe organ, incorporating 
pipework from the original 
1865 Bishop & Starr pipe 
organ, is one of the most 
attractive furnishings 
adorning our cathedral. It 
makes a bold statement to all 
those who enter the building, 
being carefully placed at the 
eastern end of the South 
Nave. Its decorative façade 
makes it incredibly diffi cult 
for anyone not to notice it. 
So, it seems a fair question 
to be asked by many as to 
its future. 

A lot will depend on what work 
will actually be required on 
earthquake strengthening the 
cathedral. In consultation with 
the cathedral organ builder, 
South Island Organ Company 
(SIOC) in Timaru, the greatest 
concern is dust contamination. 
Too much dust from building 
works can cause a great deal of 
problems for electro-pneumatic 
pipe organs. With this in 
mind, two options have been 
recommended by SIOC: 

•  A complete removal of the 
entire organ into off-site 
storage, including the organ 
console; or 

•   A partial removal whereby 
the exposed pipes of the 
organ (the Great and Pedal 
divisions) are removed into 

off-site storage, with the organ 
console and enclosed Swell 
and Choir boxes closed, 
boarded and wrapped tightly 
to avoid dust contamination. 

The actual work required to 
strengthen the cathedral will 
determine the best course of 
action required for the pipe 
organ. 

Until then, it will be business as 
usual for music at the cathedral 
in 2016. I’m very pleased to 
announce that a 3-manual 
Johannus digital pipe organ of 
58 stops has recently arrived 
that will be used to accompany 
all services in the temporary 
space, as well as for concerts 
and recitals. It is currently sitting 
in my offi ce, so the temptation to 
practise all the time is very much 
right there! 

I’m also delighted to launch 
the 2016 Music Programme, 
which will consist of 20 events 
throughout the year. From organ 
recitals, hymn lectures and a 
new Chamber Music series, 
there will be a great deal to see 
and hear in 2016, each for the 
cost of a gold coin. 20 events 
for $20! Over 20 hours of music! 
The best deal anywhere in 
Taranaki in 2016! 

Christopher J. Luke 

Director of Music to Taranaki 
Community & Cathedral 

December 2015

the Bishops would decide that 
this is the time to increase the 
ordained clergy on our team. 

It has been a great thrill to 
experience the love and 
encouragement from so many 
as I have spent time over the 
last month as an ordinand 
prior to ordination. The 
encouragement of the prayers 
and support of parishoners has 
been extraordinary. To go to 
Hamilton with so many from our 
cathedral and the prayer and 
encouragement of those who 
were not there, has been very 
moving. To wear a stole and 
alb created for me by friends 
at St Mary’s added to the very 
tangible sense that even though 
my ordination was taking place 
in Hamilton, I carried with me 
the immense love and support of 
those God has invited me to live 
out his calling amongst. 
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We were so blessed with the young 
fathers on Thursday helping us to set up 
trestle tables.
This meant that on Friday morning we were able 
to begin placing goods as they were delivered.

Bright and early Saturday morning, teams began 
to put up bunting and fi re up the barbeque for the 
sausage sizzle to tempt early shoppers.

Enthusiastic volunteers arrived to run stalls. Hot 
pots arrived and were plugged in ready for lunch.  
The baking stall was stocked and the preserves 
lined up.

By then people were lining up in the sunshine.  
Dean Jamie Allen opened the gala with a prayer 
for the team and the work done – that created a 

warm atmosphere.

A steady stream of people came through the 
doors and many took advantage of the hospitality 
provided by the café in the Peace Lounge.

The kids zone went splendidly with face painting, 
thrash the rat and jelly cones.

At closing time the last goods were packed into 
boxes for the Marfell community team who arrived 
to pick them up for their shop.

Refl ecting on the day, the camaraderie, fun and 
fellowship and willingness of all involved was awe-
inspiring. Thank you all.

*Over $5300 was raised at this year’s gala.

Lesley Lowe

Gala marked by warmth and hospitality

Baptisms, weddings and funerals

Baptisms  
Name Date of Baptism
Kyra, Michyela and Jahna Mackay 4 Oct 15
Caleb Tomkins 18 Oct 15
Luke Yukich 25 Oct 15
Lacey Allen 1 Nov 15
Madeleine Ellice 8 Nov 15
Isabelle Charteris 15 Nov 15

Funerals  
Name Date of  Date of
  Death Funeral
Constance (Connie) Mildred 
Macks   9 Aug 15 13 Aug 15

Robert Howard Smith 19 Aug 15 24 Aug 15

Anna Caroline Brown  2 Sep 15  7 Sep 15

Desmond George Lovegrove 2 Sep 15 8 Sep 15

Geoffrey Wallace May 6 Sep 15 11 Sep 15

Robert John Larkin 3 Sep 15   5 Sep 15

Nola Turner Rush 10 Sep 15 13 Sep 15

Beverly Elaine Lyford 10 Sep 15 16 Sep 15

Molly Jean Brooks 20 Sep 15 24 Sep 15

Lorna Winifred Markham 1 Oct 15   6 Oct 15

Elise Suzanne Manton 21 Sep 15 26 Sep 15

George Daniel Keighley 18 Sep 15   26 Sep 15

Margaret Joan Sutton 27 Sep 15 3 Oct 15

Robert Frederick Atkinson 3 Oct 15 6 Oct 15

Noel Rex Hogwood 20 Oct 15 25 Oct 15

Rodger Dickson 30 Oct 15   3 Nov 15

Eileen Joan Alyson Davies 3 Nov 15 No Date

Wedding  
Name  Date 
Momo Christine (Nee Smithers)  
and William Oliver Martin  10 Oct 15
Anna Rose (Nee Mills) and 
Christopher Murray Holyoake  14 Nov 15
Jacqueline Grace (Nee Kearns) 
and Scott Warwick Adam Grieve 20 Nov 15
Renae Nicole (nee Kenny) and 
Steven Murray McLachlan  28 Nov 15

August 2015 – November 2015

The Cathedral magazine printing and production 
costs are entirely funded through the generosity 
of our sponsors. A BIG thank you to each one of 

them for making this publication possible.
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T A R A N A K I  -  W A N G A N U I

t a r a n a k i . r i c o h . c o . n z
i m a g i n e . c h a n g e
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Friday 18th, Saturday 19th 
& Sunday 20th December
5pm  The Lion, the Witch and the 

Wardrobe – Carrie’s Drama 
Group Production in the Peace 
Hall. Free tickets available from 
the Cathedral Welcome Desk.

Wednesday 23rd December
7:30pm  Carols by Candlelight
Thursday 24th December
11:30pm  Midnight Mass
Christmas Day
8am   Christmas Communion
10am   Christmas Family Communion
...bring a gift you’ve just opened!
A very special service for people of all ages.

Boxing Day
Drop off a gift you received and perhaps 
don’t need.... or choose something special 
for someone in need this Christmas from 
10am to 3pm today. Thank you!
During January, our morning services – 
8am and 10am remain the same. There 
will be no evening services during January 
– except for Sunday 24th January at 
5pm “ Sacred Stones : Sacred Space” an 
opportunity for contemplative prayer and 
for sitting, in quiet worship, in the different 
spaces of our cathedral that are especially 
dear to you.
Please join us on Sunday 31st January 
at 8am and 10am, for special services 
to acknowledge the temporary closure 

of the cathedral building for earthquake 
strengthening.
Sunday morning services will be held 
in the Interim Cathedral Space from 7th 
February, at 8am and 10am. Evening 
services will resume a little later in the 
year.
We look forward to worshiping with you 
over the Christmas and New Year period, 
and wish you and yours every blessing as 
we celebrate the Nativity of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Want to make a donation? Thank you. You can use this form to:

 Support Taranaki Cathedral    $50
        $100
        $200
        $............
 Become a Friend of Taranaki Cathedral   $25 Single $50 Household  $300 Life membership

PERSONAL DETAILS:      Tick if you do not require a receipt
NAME:        Make cheques payable to: Taranaki Cathedral
PH:        Send to: 37 Vivian Street, New Plymouth
ADDRESS:       For Internet Banking:
EMAIL:        Taranaki Cathedral Church of St Mary, 

       TSB Bank 15-3942-0578002-80
 I would like information regarding bequests
 I would like an automatic payment form for regular donations

We are a registered charity and all donations are eligible for a 33% tax rebate.

Special Services coming up... - all are very welcome

Taranaki Cathedral Church of St Mary
37 Vivian Street, New Plymouth, Phone (06) 758 3111, admin@taranakicathedral.org.nz, www.taranakicathedral.org.nz

www.facebook.com/TaranakiCathedral

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
Carrie’s Drama Group (CDG) are 
excited to present their latest show 
for this Christmas. The group of 
young people aged 10-16 have 
been working hard since Term 2 
on a well known and loved musical 
adaption of The Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe by CS Lewis. 

There is so much to enjoy - the 
wonderful backdrops painted by local 
artist Monica Calvo (pictured right with 
Shemane Mohacsy), the beautiful 
singing, expertly coached by Karen 
Anderson, great costumes organised 
by Kate Shelver, the usual fabulous 
directing input of Karen, Ailsa Allan and 
Jamie Allen and of course the amazing 
talent of our young people. With a 
couple of surprises up our sleeve for 

the show, we know you’ll love it!

Treat the family to a special night 
out and come and enjoy one of the 
performances - there will be an interval 
too where you can buy snacks and 
drinks. (Show lasts approximately 2 
hours.)

Friday 18th December  
5pm St Mary’s Peace Hall, Vivian St

Saturday 19th December  
5pm St Mary’s Peace Hall, Vivian St

Sunday 20th December  
5pm St Mary’s Peace Hall, Vivian St

Tickets available from 7th December 
from Taranaki Cathedral, welcome 
desk. No charge but donations 
appreciated on the night.




