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World inside the wardrobe

Welcome High Tea

Rehearsals are going well for the Christmas production
of Carrie’s Drama Group – The Lion, the Witch and
the Wardrobe.

The saying goes that first
impressions count and for
our beautiful cathedral that
first impression would be our
Welcome Desk.

The dramatised version of the famous
fantasy novel for children by C. S.
Lewis will be presented at the Peace
Hall on December 18, 19 and 20, with
every one of the 25 or so members
CDG taking part.
In the novel, four English children live
in a big old country house during their
World War II evacuation from London,
and visit the mythical land of Narnia
via the wardrobe in the spare room.

The story of their adventures has been
seen by many as an allegory of the crucifixion and resurrection of
Christ, and it certainly has a powerful message: “What is coming
out strongly at the moment with the cast is the theme of betrayal
and forgiveness,” says co-director Ailsa Allan.
“The students are very enthusiastic and great kids. This is
the fourth CDG production I have been involved with and the
children have come back year after year. Those who go through
a production grow in confidence, and it’s interesting to see their
progress as they grow up.
“Karen [cathedral youth enabler Karen Anderson] is taking the
singing and the music and teaching the children. My main role is
in blocking the scenes [positioning the actors], where the children
go with Suzy [cathedral family worker Suzy Allen].”
Although the membership of CDG is healthy, Ailsa says new
members will still be welcome - next year.
Tickets for the play will be available in early December.
Mark Birch
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It is tended by a team of
wonderful volunteers who take
on board the important role of
being the first point of contact
for our visitors.
Highly trained in the arts of
helpfulness, politeness and big
smiles, our volunteers represent
our cathedral in such an
amazing way.
We felt they should be
recognised for their contribution,
so on 28 July 2015, with
help from a few kind hands,
a High Tea was held in the
Hatherly Hall for all Welcome
Desk Volunteers, to express
our gratitude.
With the potential for changes
at the cathedral and the
Welcome Desk, we couldn’t
be more blessed to have such
a spectacular team, proudly
being the first impression of
our church.
A picture of those volunteers
who attended the High Tea is on
our front cover.
Nikki Morris

A message from

your Dean

TĒNĀ KOUTOU KATOA
my warmest greetings to you.

Recently, as a family we enjoyed a couple of weeks away on holiday. During the break, we
rocked up to a cathedral for their service. It wasn’t conducted in English, so we were slightly
at a loss as to what was happening. It turned out that we had stumbled into an ordination,
and the community was celebrating the beginning of ministry for three new deacons.

I’ve often wondered what it would be like to
‘happen upon’ an entirely “out of the ordinary”
cathedral service, where you know nothing of
the local tradition and are finding your feet. As it
turned out, we were blessed to be gathered into a
body of people who love Jesus and express that
so clearly in the way of their worship.
I experienced this same blessing, and so much
more, through the gift that “The Feast” was to
us. Our Diocesan Vision is three-fold: grounded
in prayer, we are equipped for discipleship, and
connected to community. The Feast touched on
all three, with the main focus of the week being
prayer and worship. It was a seven-day soaking
in different ways of praying and enjoying God’s
company, as sisters and brothers in Jesus Christ.

This included:

A small gathering around a table for informal
Eucharist and dinner.
Taize-style worship and bread-making during
which a young homeless guy found refuge.
The community cafe on Tuesday spilling into
the cathedral, with people spending time at
prayer stations that celebrated the thirty-nine
communities around the mountain.

Feast INDEED: A night of worship prepared and
led entirely by our teenagers. This was a most
moving and beautiful opening of a thin space,
where the Holy Spirit was pouring through
stations of prayer and joy which the rangatahi
had created... The chapel, converted into a
beautiful garden space of prayer, with flowers
and soft music; The senses station - in which we
drew closer to God through the five senses; the
PRAISE ROOM - where people (it is still set up)
can switch on the bubble machine and CHUCK
MASSES OF STREAMERS into the air, to
worship Jesus.
A workshop in
which a group
was lovingly
and caringly
enabled
to release
inhibition and
worship God
through the
medium of
dance and
music.
An evening
spent singing
and enjoying
waiata and
karakia, led
by Rua and
Leonie of St
Saviour’s,
Waitara.
A focus on our membership of the Community of
the Cross of Nails, and a lecture from Christopher
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Luke on the beautiful hymn,
“Dear Lord and Father of
Mankind.”

An afternoon tea and a time to
share, “My story; God’s story”
- listening to each other’s storytelling and reflecting on how
this connected with parable,
miracle and God’s revelation
through Scripture.
An evening vigil in preparation
for the Sunday Eucharist, in
which music, silence and guided
reflection drew us into loving
awe and wonder at the gifts that
we enjoy week by week at the
table of Holy Communion.
The very beginnings of worship
are the acknowledgement that
we are known and loved by a
Creator whose power and grace
is beyond human telling. How
we work out that understanding
is shown in the ways that we live
our lives, and in the time that we
set aside to honour God. Time is
a currency that, rich or poor, we
have the common ability to offer
to God, and setting aside an
hour or two of our week solely
for that purpose is little enough.
The Feast showed us in new
ways that time ‘being with God’
is a catalyst for God working
through us to reflect His light to
all who yearn for that light; much
as the Moon reflects the Sun
without providing light of its own.
We stand at the brink of major
changes in the life of the
cathedral community, following
the detailed engineering report
on the seismic resilience of our
4

building. How we will conduct
“big” special occasions like
the ordination service we
experienced in the foreign
cathedral is going to become a
new exploration. I believe that
the essence of “who we are” (a
community of people who love
the Lord) will be far more crucial
than the specific details of how
(and even
where) we
worship.
I have
been
drawn to
Psalm
84 in
reflection:

The Joy of Worship in
the Temple

How lovely is your dwelling
place, O Lord of hosts!
My soul longs, indeed it faints
for the courts of the Lord;
my heart and my flesh sing for
joy to the living God.
Even the sparrow finds a home,
and the swallow a nest for
herself,
where she may lay her young, at
your altars, O Lord of hosts,
my King and my God.
Happy are those who live in your
house, ever singing your praise.
O Lord God of hosts, hear
my prayer; give ear, O God of
Jacob!
Behold our shield, O God; look
on the face of your anointed.
For a day in your courts is better
than a thousand elsewhere.
I would rather be a doorkeeper
in the house of my God than live
in the tents of wickedness.
For the Lord God is a sun
and shield; he bestows favour
and honour.

No good thing does the Lord
withhold from those who
walk uprightly.
O Lord of hosts, happy is
everyone who trusts in you.
It is a psalm of so many
contrasts. It was written in the
context of the Babylonian Exile,
with the Temple in ruins. And
yet, it speaks of God as the King
of Glory. It uses the tiny sparrow
as a metaphor for hope; she
builds her nest in the devastated
altar - a place which has been
used for sacrifice has now
become sanctuary for her.
It speaks into the experience of
people real-life travelling through
the “Valley of Weeping” and
the hope that that same valley
may soon become a locus of
refreshment and renewal from
the springs of new life, bubbling
up amongst the tears. How
deeply we connect with this, as
we have received the Cross of
Nails into our sacred space –
yearning for the presence of this
powerful symbol to call us anew
into action; to provide a table for
our community to gather round
for difficult conversations (Dean
John of Coventry kept returning
to this theme).
The psalm reminds us that
our eternal home is in God.
Wherever our journey takes us
as a community of faith, may the
joy of that knowledge spill out
beyond our walls to embrace
and uphold the community we
are here to serve.
Arohanui
Your dean, Jamie

lovingly, Jamie Al len
Dean

Peace flags for Parihaka
before they
arrested the
leaders Te
Whiti and
Tohu.
Jamie and
Lynsi have
sent the word
around earlychildhood
and school
networks,
and have
Members of the Cathedral’s Faith Crew Sunday School are
talked to
helping create Parihaka peace flags for the service on 5
the region’s
November.
councils,
Guy Fawkes, move over!
church and
Make way for the Parihaka
other community groups.
peace flags! That’s the
They are working with the
message to the ghost of
Parihaka Network: Nga Manu
the venerable English
Korihi, which is seeking to
revolutionary from Dean
have Parihaka Day recognised
Jamie and Stratford
nationally and for all New
kindergarten teacher Lynsi
Zealand children to hear the
Latham-Saunders, who
story of Rangimarie – peace and
both reckon he has had the
goodwill – at Parihaka.
date all to himself for quite
Maata Wharehoka from the
long enough.
Parihaka Network says the
The pair are co-operating to
idea is brilliant: “I’m a lover of
encourage early-childhood
flags. It’s a non-threatening way
centres, schools, youth groups
of bringing a message to the
and anyone else interested to
community. It just tells a story;
create colourful flags of peace to
you put a picture or a feather on
fly for 5 November.
a flag and it tells a story.”
“Instead of having Guy Fawkes
The cathedral has held a
Night, we have our own taonga
Parihaka Day service on 5
to celebrate,” says Jamie.
November for the last two years,
“We have an incredible treasure
and for this year’s anniversary
in our midst. I’m really excited to
flags have been made by
see how people are picking up
children of the cathedral’s Faith
on this.”
Crew Group.
The date of 5 November has
been chosen for the flags
because on that day in 1881
the New Zealand Armed
Constabulary stormed the
peaceful village, with soldiers
passing through lines of children

Anyone who is interested in
making flags (the suggested
size is 200mm long by 150mm
wide) can contact the cathedral.
In addition, donations of suitable
plain calico or sheet material
are welcome. Also needed are
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people willing to sew the flags
into bunting: “The sewing isn’t
arduous,” says Lynsi: “just sew a
straight line.”
*In recent years the Māori Party
has called for Parihaka Day to
be officially observed in New
Zealand. The party received
a petition from the community
in 2012 and presented it to
parliament. Work continues on
the issue.
The party says it will continue to
call for recognition of our New
Zealand history. In the past it
has said: “We will continue to
support the call by the people
of Parihaka and the nation to
remember and honour our own
roots of peaceful protest.”
Meanwhile earlier this year a
resource booklet was released
by Caritas Aotearoa New
Zealand. It was provided for
catholic parishes and schools
but is available for anyone
wishing to learn about the
history of a settlement that
continues to inspire discussion
and a collective response to
injustice.
It can be downloaded from
www.caritas.org.nz/
resources/rememberingparihaka or print copies can be
ordered from the Caritas office.
In the late 19th century, under
the leadership of Te Whiti o
Rongomai and Tohu Kākahi,
Parihaka became a place of
non-violent resistance to the
confiscation of land. The small
village on the western slopes of
Taranaki continues to be a place
of gathering to discuss issues of
the day, and look for a collective
response to injustice.
Mark Birch
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THE BISHOP OF TARANAKI

DIOCESE OF WAIKATO AND TARANAKI
1 October 2015
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ.
Please find enclosed with this letter a Resolution from the Taranaki Anglican Trust Board re the temporary
closure of the Taranaki Cathedral which takes effect from Monday October 5th. I know the news of this
temporary closure of Taranaki Cathedral, even though expected by us all, will bring a sense of sadness. It is hard
to imagine not being able to access this beautiful space for a time.
I am grateful for the enormous care the Trustees have taken through this process. They have given a very long
time to the process and have considered every option put to them. In the end our beautiful building is seriously
compromised and we should not use it or allow others to. Despite that, Trustees have been prepared to allow a
gradual withdrawal of use over time. That takes courage and leadership.
We must now focus with urgency on getting the last of the information needed so that solutions can be designed
and we can know what we need to achieve.
And achieve it we will! We will ensure this building is open and strong for future generations. Not only for the
Anglican Church but for our community and our nation, for this is a building of national significance.
While we love the buildings that hold our prayers, our memories and enable our worship, we are not defined by
them.
We are people of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we are a community of disciples called to have special care for the
lost and the least. St Mary's, over generations, has led the way in service to the New Plymouth community and
beyond. While we need a monumental effort to save our Cathedral, we will do so without losing sight of our
primary ministry to our community in Christ's name.
There are people with skill, expertise and a passion for the Cathedral both inside the Church and beyond who will
step up and work to meet the challenge. St Mary's is such a unique building that there will be many who will help
us meet the challenge.
It is a challenge and a privilege to be called to save this iconic taonga for the future.
May God bless our endeavours.
Yours in Christ,

Philip Richardson
Bishop of Taranaki
Archbishop of New Zealand
For further information please contact Dean Jamie, Anne Knox or one of the Church Wardens on
06 758 3111.
THE MOST REVEREND PHILIP RICHARDSON

TE AWHINA – BISHOP’S HOUSE, 566 MANGOREI ROAD, RD1, PO BOX 547

NEW PLYMOUTH, 4340 NEW ZEALAND
TELEPHONE: 64 6 7591178 FAX: 64 6 7591180 Email: archbishopsea@taranakianglican.org.nz
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* The resolution of the TATB is available on the cathedral website or from the church office.

Being church outside the stone walls
The work of Taranaki Cathedral in the community will continue despite closure.

Church services, home communions, the community café, pastoral visiting, funerals, weddings, baptisms,
groups for children and young people – all these will continue.

In some cases the cathedral is being used. In other cases spaces, such as the foyer that parishioners call
the Hatherly Hall, or the upstairs lounge of that hall, are being put to use. (The Hatherly Hall was built in the
early 1990’s)
The ministry team has been in touch with other denominations that have also offered their churches for
larger events.

Use of the historic stone building will be eased off so that by January next year it is closed altogether. Even
then, the adjacent Hatherly Hall, the offices and upstairs rooms will still be in use.
Over the coming months the ministry leadership team, which includes the vestry and clergy will explore
other options for services and church activity. In time, another sacred space will be available for our
cathedral community.

This process will require creativity and flexibility – but our site is a prominent one and we want to continue to
use it as a gathering place and recognise its spiritual mana.
There is a huge commitment to St Mary’s as a taonga gifted to us by previous generations. On
Sunday 31 January 2016, at 10am, the final service will be held in the cathedral, prior to the time of
temporary closure. All are warmly invited to take part in this occasion, which will give an opportunity for
reflection on our story before God, as a cathedral church - and a looking forward to all that is to come.
In the meantime we are willing to answer queries. Please email wardens@taranakicathedral.org.nz or
phone the office on 758 3111.
Sarah Foy, Dean’s Warden

Julie Otene, People’s Warden

Anne Knox, associate to the Dean provides a reflection on the
temporary closure of the Taranaki Cathedral, announced by the
building’s owners the Taranaki Anglican Trust Board.
The French classical author Francois de
la Rochefoucald (1613-1680) said: “The
only thing constant in life is change”.
The resolution of the TATB trustees on 28
September 2015, outlining a reduced number
of hours the cathedral can be open and other
conditions of use, prior to temporary closure
on 31 January 2016, has certainly signaled
significant change for parishioners in the days
and months to come.
The “Upper Room” has been established in the
upstairs lounge of the Hatherly Hall complex (which
is not affected by the resolution and will continue
to be used). Morning, midday and evening prayer
services, as well as 7am Tuesday communion
and Wednesday 10am communion will take place
there, meaning things will be different. The room
will certainly have a different atmosphere to being
in a chapel, but different is just different – it is not
necessarily bad!
The reduction of hours in which the cathedral can

be used each month is going to require the skillful
co-ordination of organ practice, cleaning and
other essential duties that need to be carried out.
Routines that people have had – in many cases for
some years - are going to be altered and amended.
Many, many decisions need to be made about
where various things will be stored in the future,
where groups will meet and so on. These will not
happen immediately, so patience is required. There
is going to have to be compromise, willingness to
co-operate and possibly a sense of humour in some
situations.
Change (even anticipated ones) does not always
produce the outcome we favour. Change is
something that will happen, no matter how hard
we try to stop it. Change is part and parcel of the
world we live in. However, change will become
increasingly traumatic if we try to resist it or if we
entrench ourselves in an existing or fixed position.
*This message was also printed in the cathedral
pewsheet of Sunday October 11.
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Patricia puts heart into volunteering

Patricia Gall is a regular helper at the Tuesday
Community Café.

Whether up to her elbows in
soap suds in the cathedral
kitchen, grubbing in the
gardens or delivering this
magazine, Patricia Gall
is happily continuing the
voluntary church work
that has been a big part of
her life.
Patricia was born in Stratford,
but her parents were farmers at
nearby Cardiff. She helped on
the farm from an early age, and
started milking when she was
13. She had to bike five miles to
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the high school, “and
when I left, I became
a full-time land girl.”

parish, and his challenges
included coping with suicides
and murders.

At Cardiff she attended
a church that was
served by both
Methodist and Anglican
priests. The Anglican
priest was Walter
Hurst, who was Vicar of
Stratford at the time and
later became vicar of St
Mary’s in New Plymouth
and dean of both St
Paul’s Cathedral,
Dunedin, and St Paul’s
Cathedral, Wellington.
“I have very fond
memories of working
with him,” she said.

Patricia and Bill had four sons
and a daughter. Bill died 27
years ago, and four years
later Patricia moved to New
Plymouth, where she began
to attend St Mary’s. “It took
me a little while to feel at
home there; I didn’t find it a
friendly atmosphere to start
with. But there was a group
of ex-Inglewood people who
sat at the back of the church,
and I joined them.” Nowadays
she feels completely at home,
but those early experiences
have prompted her to make a
point of smiling at newcomers.

At Cardiff she attended
Sunday School (where
she eventually took over the role
of leader), polished the brass
and set out the flowers for the
church services.
Patricia and her husband Bill
farmed at Kaimata, where
she prepared the little church
for the monthly service. She
also worked for the church in
Inglewood, her roles including
membership of the vestry.

One Inglewood vicar, Reg
Eades, was “absolutely
amazing;” it was a demanding

Eventually she began helping
with the church gardens,
a task she still continues
today. “I have always loved
gardening, and now I grow
plants for the hospice shop
and manage to deliver a lot
once a week.”
She also delivers the cathedral
magazine, and washes up
for the Community Cafė on
Tuesday mornings.
Mark Birch

Calendar puts cathedral in the picture
The first-ever pictorial calendar produced
by St Mary’s may turn out to be the last
record of the cathedral in its present state,
in light of issues surrounding earthquakestrengthening of the historic building.
That’s the view of project convenor Orm Greensill,
a long-time parishioner who has filled a variety of
roles at St Mary’s.

The calendar is now on sale ($12 each or two
for $20) and the communications committee
hopes it will be a popular gift, particularly
for those looking to post items overseas for
Christmas.
Orm would like the project to be continued in
years to come.
Money raised from the calendar’s sales will be
directed back to the church ministry.
The photographs feature a variety of events and
scenes, such as dawn baptisms at Ngāmotu
Beach, the annual pet service, a baptism in
the cathedral, the service of thanksgiving, the
churchyard, the organ, and the cathedral lit up at
night. Parishioners will recognise some of their
faces among the 12 pages.
All the photographs were taken by Orm’s business
partner, Rob Tucker, who has donated his time
and expertise. Mike Lander did the graphic work
for free, and Orm paid the printing costs.
Orm was born at Picton, and went to school at
Blenheim. Then when the family moved to New
Plymouth in 1939 he attended Central School and
New Plymouth Boys’ High School before spending

Orm Greensill

a year as a journalist with the Taranaki Daily
News: “I loved journalism; I loved writing.”
Nevertheless, there followed a change of career
to accountancy, and Orm was in practice in both
Hāwera and New Plymouth. He retired from public
practice about 10 years ago.
At St Mary’s in Hāwera he served as both people’s
warden and church warden, and has been a
member of vestry and (briefly) treasurer. He is
currently chairman of the New Plymouth St Mary’s
Parish Trust Board, and is involved with the
Dean’s Trust.

“The cathedral is a wonderful place of
worship; it’s inspiring,” he said. “I love
coming here. It’s very easy to be at peace
with God here.”
Orm is a keen golfer, and is addicted to puzzles
such as sudoku and cryptic crosswords. His wife
Melva, a former King Country girl, has been in the
St Mary’s cathedral choir since 1988. The couple
have four adult children and nine grandchildren.
Mark Birch
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Tributes from the parish
Harry McCall // 17 April 1940 - 19 November 2014

When we farewelled
Harry McCall from St
Mary’s, the singing was
of a national standard.
Rightly so, to honour
a man who started out
singing in church choirs
as a youngster, and went on to share his gift with us
so many times over.
Harry is remembered for humour, hospitality and
energy, and for being a magnet - the person that
everyone gravitated to. His wife Margaret said, ‘he
offered wise counsel from the two-year-old to the
82-year-old. He always had time for people.”
This sentiment is echoed by all those who had the
privilege of knowing Harry, including Harry and
Margaret’s children Peter, Janet and Diane.
The couple met in the city of his birth, Liverpool.
Much of his working life was as an engineer,

beginning with an apprenticeship and then starting
work at McKechnie’s in New Plymouth in 1974.
In 1993, following redundancy, Harry took up work as
a commercial property manager. It was at that time in
his life when he embraced an enthusiasm for sailing
and rekindled his love of singing. As a member of
the New Zealand male choir for 10 years Harry
McCall represented the country in 2005 and 2010
at the prestigious LLangollen International Musical
Eisteddfod in Wales.
Other voluntary interests included being treasurer
of committees and a long-time Board member of
Tainui Village.
Said son Peter, “Who would have thought the life
of a scouse scally would encompass representing
NZ in sailing and singing, something of which he
was enormously proud and that brought his family
such joy.”
May he rest in peace, and rise in glory.

Gwitha Ormrod // 29 April 1923 – 30 March 2015

What a privilege and pleasure it was to be with this
fantastic lady.
She earned respect and admiration for the
tremendous courage she showed as she battled
with her health and yet was always so positive
and pleased to see visitors, right to the end of her
wonderful life.
She was a great mother who was always there
for her family. She put them first and so enjoyed
family occasions.
The love that she had for her late husband Ernie
was an inspiration to many. She supported and
encouraged him in all ways possible, and a little of
Gwitha died when Ernie, and certainly their son Alan,
passed away.
Gwitha was very much a part of our St Mary’s
family. Even when she was so unwell she would

enquire as to what was
happening and ask
about developments at
the cathedral.
Her knowledge of
music was outstanding
and was no doubt a
result of her long association with Ernie and their
music enterprise in New Plymouth. She so enjoyed
our choir and the service of Evensong, which she
regularly attended.
Gwitha was also a very active member of the New
Plymouth Women’s Club, having served time as
President of that organisation.
We celebrate that Gwitha has found healing and
peace in the place we call heaven.
Bill Marsh

Donald Steer // 8 September 1940 – 5 August 2015

taken on duties of sidesman.
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Not many of our
St Mary’s family
would have known
Donald. He was a
regular attender at our
10am and Wednesday
services, and had just

On fine mornings he walked from his unit in Beach
Street to the church, and usually taxied home.
He was an electrician by trade and also a tutor at
New Plymouth Polytechnic for a number of years. He
was a very avid radio ham.
Don never married and had one sister who died two
years ago. He was a very quiet and reserved man

but made friends with several of our St Mary’s
people who found him very knowledgeable on worldly
affairs. He walked to the library every day to read the
daily papers.
He knew the old Communion service off by heart and
would be noticeable for being at least one phrase
ahead of the priest when reciting the congregation

parts of that service.
Donald was a very dear man to those who took
the time to talk to him and he will be missed. He
was searching for a church home and found it at St
Mary’s. May you rest in peace and rise in glory.
Bill Marsh

Carol Balsom // 3 October 1933 – 30 June 2015

Carol was a faithful
parishioner who loved
to sing and was in the
choir.
A mother, grandmother
and great grandmother,
she started nursing
training but met Nigel and life changed course. They
married and moved to Taranaki to farm and brought
up six children. She has 13 grandchildren, and 7
great-grand children, one deceased.
She was the matriarch of a family that gathered
for many celebrations and in her final years they
included Carol whenever her health allowed.
With a keen mind and family grown up, she joined
U3A (University of the Third Age) and became part
of a group that studied Tudor Medieval History.

She organised a meeting place for the group at the
Masonic Village where she lived.
Evensong was a special service for her. As a
sidesperson at the service I was aware of her always
arriving early, the place she always sat and her
attentive listening to the organ.
Her life changed dramatically 8 years ago after
a very severe stroke robbed her of mobility and
speech. Since then she has needed 24-hour care,
and lived the last seven and a half years in Chalmers
resthome, New Plymouth.
It didn’t mean that she couldn’t communicate using
all her other senses but how frustrating it must
have been.
These years following her stroke must have been so
difficult at times. She was indeed a courageous lady.
Margaret Lovell

Gwen Blake // 4 September 1943 – 30 January 2015

For our tribute to Gwen Blake, we have gathered a
number of people’s memories of this extraordinarily
giving and compassionate wise friend. We could
have filled many pages, but have kept to ten, with
which we know you will identify:
• She was a teacher, a tutor, a wife, a mother, a
grandmother, and a friend
• She had an immense love and care for animals
(and they loved her right back). She seemed to
have enough to open a small zoo. They all had
names, and were loved unconditionally by her.
• I’ve never met someone who was so talented at
so many different things. No matter what she tried,
she seemed to succeed without limits. If she set
her mind to something, there was no stopping her;
and you could always guarantee she would put in
110% of herself.
• We thank God that she is reunited with Gordon,
whom she loved so very dearly.
• She always carried herself with such grace and
beautiful dignity in all that she did.
• I loved singing with her. She had a stunning voice
and brought her irresistible humour to every

rehearsal. We all miss
her deeply, and ache for
her tragic loss.
• There was so much
pastoral work that
she did, on the quiet.
Supporting, helping,
caring, always there.
She made a difference
in so many lives.
• If it wasn’t for her, there is no way that I would be
the person that I am now.
• When it came to a crisis, she would pull up her
sleeves and say, “Right! Let’s sort this out.”
• She conducted the funeral service for both of my
parents. She helped us to relax; brought her own
humour and love of life to it; and the services were
beautiful, dignified and immaculately prepared.
She gave us so much time, of herself.
Gwen used to say, “Life is full of lessons. Learn them
– and try again. Never give up.” May her wisdom
continue to inspire us, until we are reunited in Christ.
Jamie Allen
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Trevor Telfar

Trevor was a very
respected and
regular member of
our cathedral family
attending the 8 am
service. Over latter
years his health no
longer allowed him to attend his cherished St Mary’s,
but he was so grateful for the monthly visits of
Margaret Lovell who took him communion.
Trevor was a straight shooter. He called a spade a
spade and did not suffer fools. He did not put on airs
and graces or try to be something he wasn’t.
Trevor served his country in World War II - first in the
army and then in the navy. He was so proud of his
service on the HMNZS Achilles and the part the ship

Zona Wagstaff

// 30 April 1923 – 21 July 2014
played in the Battle of the River Plate in December
1939. It was the first naval battle of the war and took
place in South American waters, with a victory for
the Allies.
His support for St Mary’s, for past vicars and our
present Dean Jamie Allen, was an inspiration. He
was especially grateful for the friendship and support
of his two wonderful friends Chris Sandford and
Lorna Sarten.
His commitment and love for his church did not
go unnoticed and our 8 o’clock congregation will
remember him with fond affection. He has been laid
to rest in the Waitara Cemetery alongside members
of his family.
Bill Marsh

// 18 November 1923 – 15 January 2015

Zona was a committed Christian. She loved St
Mary’s and attended services here when she
could. In her early days she was a founding
member of the St Mary’s Mothers Union and also
joined and helped to establish what was then called
the Ladies Guild, later to become the Association of
Anglican Women.
She was a communicator and because of that, she
held very high positions with the National Council
of Women, serving as New Zealand President and
traveling to world conferences.
She loved sport but especially croquet, where
again she took a leading part in the sport’s
administration. It was because of her involvement in
women’s affairs and her sporting interests that she
was awarded a New Plymouth Citizen’s award.

She was very much a
part of our St Mary’s
family and prior to
her death, requested
that at her funeral we
sing, “Now thank we
all our God.” Her exact
instructions were: “I would like this hymn at my
funeral. The second verse (So may this bounteous
God through all our life be near us, etc.) is my prayer
for my family and my friends. So many times I have
sung it throughout the years, and always there have
been blessings to be so thankful for.”
God bless you Zona and may you find peace in
His presence.
Bill Marsh

Eve Campbell // 22 June 1933 – 27 March 2015

Eve and David are
very respected and
loved members of our
St Mary’s family and I
love the story of how
they met here at the
cathedral when they
both had joined the same family group. As David
said, Nicky Gumbel brought them together. (Gumbel
is the English-born Anglican priest and author best
known for his teaching of the Alpha courses in
Christianity.)
Eve sang in both the cathedral choir and in the
12

Ars Nova choir leading the altos in that group. Her
expertise as an alto was recognised when she sang
in a choir of 900 voices with Pavarotti in Sydney
some years ago. Eva was so proud of that event,
and she had every reason to be.
She was very involved in pastoral visiting at St
Mary’s. She had a wonderful philosophy on the
importance of looking after people in a caring and
loving environment.
Eva was one of life’s most gentlewomen. A lady with
a heart of gold who gained the respect of all, may
she rest in peace and rise in glory.
Bill Marsh

Office team supported by new helpers
Taranaki Cathedral has taken on board two new volunteer
administrative assistants, Nguyen Thi Tho and Angela Wilson.
Tho was born and brought up in Vietnam, and spent 10 years working as
an accountant before moving to New Zealand five months ago with her
husband (who works in the oil and gas industry) and their two children.
In her new role Tho hopes to learn more about New Zealand culture
while making a contribution to the community. “I love this church,”
she added.
Angela was born in Nelson and attended school in New Plymouth before
working in a pharmacy for a year. She then studied tourism and travel,
and has since had various jobs, mainly administrative.She came to
St Mary’s because she was seeking more administrative experience:
“I really like it here; there’s a lovely atmosphere and everyone
is really nice.”
Angela attends the New Life church, and her interests include
photography and graphic design. She is starting to learn the piano, and
enjoys paper crafts.
Angela and Tho are working alongside office manager Nikki Morris as
well as student Shemayne Mohacsy who is on a Gateway placement
for this year. Mark Birch helps out in the office from 3-5pm three
days a week.

Nguyen Thi Tho

ST MARY’S DIOCESAN
SCHOOL STRATFORD
An integrated Anglican Year 9-13 Boarding & Day School in the heart of Taranaki

Boutique Boarding experiences in
a small and safe environment

Angela Wilson.

We welcome enquiries for boarding needs
tailored to suit your daughter
61 Broadway North, Stratford 4332 Phone 06 765 5333
Email office@stmarysstratford.school.nz
www.stmarysstratford.school.nz

We would love to have your daughter be part of
our Anglican family
Where each girl is nurtured to realise her potential

The Cathedral magazine printing and production costs are entirely funded through the generosity
of our sponsors. A BIG thank you to each one of them for making this publication possible.
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Baptisms, weddings and funerals

June 2015 – August 2015

Funerals

Name

Funerals

Date of
Funeral
6 July 15

Name

Judith Katherine Sutton

Date of
Death
2 July 15

Date of
Death
Patricia Mary (Trish) Jackson 6 Aug 15

Date of
Funeral
12 Aug 15

Elsie Gladys Revell

11 July 15

15 July 15

Geoffrey William (Geoff) Way 19 Aug 15

24 Aug 15

Ian Sinclair Sutherland

16 July 15

20 July 15

Pauline Carol Lepper

21 July 15

24 July 15

Noeline Beryl Prankerd

2 Aug 15

4 Aug 15

Donald William (Don) Steer 5 Aug 15
Constance Mildred (Connie)
Macks
9 Aug 15

14 Aug 15
13 Aug 15

Baptisms

Name
Benjamin & Charlotte Lisney
Adalyn Quintus & Cassandra Bond
Evie Garner
Joel & Joshua Coutinho
Leo Dixon

Date of Baptism
5 July 15
19 July 15
27 July 15
2 Aug 15
9 Aug 15

Quiet fundraiser aids retreat work Recruitment drive on for
women’s group
The Taranaki Retreat benefited from
$2500 raised at a silent auction held on
September 19.
The fundraiser, organised by Anne Street, the
manager of Stop In, was in the Peace Hall on
Saturday evening with over 100 items donated for
the event.
Dean Jamie Allen and wife Suzy began work on
the retreat last year, aiming to offer a sanctuary for
Taranaki people needing a little time out from the
pressures of life, where they can stay for free.
Anne said that Stop In, the secondhand store
situated opposite the cathedral, had been keen
to support the retreat and its philosophy of giving
people space for healing.
The donated items were wide and varied:
Children’s toys and games, china, jewellery,
kitchenware, electrical equipment and small
household appliances, artwork and plants. There
was even a vintage meccano construction set,
which fetched a tidy sum and a painting by
parishioner Anne Smith, titled ‘Our wealth is in
our soil.’
The night began with a meet and greet with
entertainment from Karen Anderson (cathedral
youth enabler) on vocals and Denise Wood on
guitar and piano. Young people from the church
helped with the serving of food and provided help
in the kitchen.
Those attending were given a number to use for
bidding, and any leftover items are likely to be
donated to the upcoming church gala.
Sarah Foy
14

The St Mary’s group of the Association
of Anglican Women is on the lookout for
new members.
Leader Lillie Sattler says there are at present
about 25 members of varying ages, and the
group would like to boost its ranks: “Many of us
are getting elderly, and we would welcome some
younger ones.”
Membership of the family fellowship group is open
to all.
Its meetings are held from noon to 3pm on the
fourth Thursday of the month, with members
bringing a plate for a shared lunch. The meetings
usually include a church service and a speaker;
recent topics have included travel and the
Brooklands Zoo.
Lillie admits that a good old gossip is not unknown
at such gatherings: “A lot of us have been friends
for a long time.”
The group donates to overseas outreaches such
as missions, and there is an emergency fund
for disasters and other issues. It also helps the
cathedral in ways such as catering for the regular
organ recitals, and has made donations of kitchen
equipment. In addition, many of the members’
voluntary work includes involvement with the
activities of the church.
Periodically the group joins with the Mothers’
Union for “women’s days.”
Mark Birch
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Lesley steps up to new gala role
The cathedral gala organising
committee has a new chief
who is as enthusiastic as
the last.
Lesley Lowe has taken over
the role of co-ordinating the
annual event from Eirene
Voon. She’s apprehensive
about following in Eirene’s
footsteps, and hoping that
many helpers will put up
their hand to donate time and
ideas.

This year’s fundraiser takes place
on Saturday October 31 and
Lesley says many of the favourite
features will be returning. The

hot pot stall, which provides
hot bowls of food –curries to
casseroles – will be there along
with the jams, preserves and
cake stall.

Children’s activities are being
organised, and plants propagated
for the popular horticultural stand.
There will be second hand goods
to sort through for a bargain, and
hot beverages for sale.
Last year’s gala raised $7000
– a great total as other events
provided competition for crowd
numbers.
Lesley says being involved is
hard work but a lot of fun. A

good band of volunteers makes
it easier and she’s encouraging
those who have never helped out
to give it a go.
Last year Eirene said: “It’s a
wonderfully fun team-building
event that everyone throws
their hearts into, loves to
contribute to – and be a part
of.” Lesley can attest to that,
having been involved alongside
Eirene for many years. People
who would like to lend a hand
can phone Lesley on 759 4104
or email leske@compassnet.
co.nz.
Sarah Foy

Special Services coming up... - all are very welcome
Sunday 1st November
7pm
All Souls Memorial Service
Sunday 8th November
10am Parade Service for Remembrance
Sunday
Sunday 15th November
10am Music of Taranaki Service –
Taranaki Children’s Choir
Sunday 22nd November
5pm
Sacred Space – Contemplative
Worship

Monday 23rd November
9am
Church Family Breakfast to
celebrate Christ the King Sunday
Wednesday 25th November
7:30pm Advent Service - the blessing of
the wreaths
Sunday 29th November
5pm
Advent Carol Service
Friday 18th December
5pm
The Lion, The Witch and The
Wardrobe

Saturday 19th December
5pm
The Lion, The Witch and The
Wardrobe
Sunday 20th December
5pm
The Lion, The Witch and The
Wardrobe
Wednesday 23rd December
7:30pm Carols by Candlelight
Thursday 24th December
11:30pm Midnight Mass
Christmas Day
8pm
Christmas Communion AND
10am Christmas Family Communion

Want to make a donation? Thank you. You can use this form to:
Support Taranaki Cathedral
$50
$100
$200
$............
Become a Friend of Taranaki Cathedral
$25 Single
$50 Household
Personal Details:
name:
P h:
aDDress:
email:
I would like information regarding bequests
I would like an automatic payment form for regular donations

$300 Life membership

Tick if you do not require a receipt
Make cheques payable to: Taranaki Cathedral
Send to: 37 Vivian Street, New Plymouth
For Internet Banking:
Taranaki Cathedral Church of St Mary,
TSB Bank 15-3942-0578002-80

We are a registered charity and all donations are eligible for a 33% tax rebate.

Taranaki Cathedral Church of St Mary

37 Vivian Street, New Plymouth, Phone (06) 758 3111, admin@taranakicathedral.org.nz, www.taranakicathedral.org.nz
www.facebook.com/TaranakiCathedral

