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Eat out, save lives
The Taranaki Cathedral’s
Tuesday-morning
Community Cafe has
been doing a roaring
trade, offering a full and
inexpensive breakfast to
all comers.
“It began serving on the first
Tuesday in November last year,”
said Dean Jamie. “Since then we
have served literally thousands
of breakfasts and raised well over
$5000.
“All the food is donated, and
all the funds raised go to the
Doctors Without Borders for their
lifesaving work.”
There is a regular menu of highquality coffee, crepes, toast and
porridge, including gluten-free
ingredients, and every week there
is also a special menu offering such
items as farm-fresh sausages, bacon
butties and other kinds of crepes.
“We have a team of 20 volunteers,”
said Jamie. “They do everything
from serving at the tables to doing
the washing-up, cooking the
crepes, clearing up afterwards and
setting out the tables first thing in
the morning.”
The customers are a remarkable
variety of people.
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“We offer a free breakfast to some
of the city’s homeless. It’s a tableservice restaurant where people
can eat a full hot breakfast, all-in, for
three or four dollars. People not on
a high income can take the family
out for a meal. Others come in for a
business breakfast, and others for a
family gathering. Mums come in with
toddlers, and carers with the little
ones they are looking after.
“It’s the sort of place where people
will never sit on their own unless
they want to.”

Jamie said the cafe sometimes
became so busy and people could
spill over into the garden court.

“The cafe has encouraged
many people who haven’t
had any contact with the
cathedral to move through
the doors and have a great
breakfast.”

A message from

your Dean

TĒNĀ KOUTOU KATOA
my warmest greetings to you.

Sir John Bowring wrote this beautiful
hymn, in the 19th Century:
In the cross of Christ I glory,
Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time;
All the light of sacred story
Gathers round its head sublime.
When Sir John was governor of Hong Kong, he
visited Macau, China after the great typhoon and
fire that destroyed the cathedral. He was inspired
by the mangled cross high up on the cathedral,
and the hymn was the result. Some remarkable
parallels to a story which we are now a part of.

If we did a word search through this magazine,
“cross” would be undoubtedly one of the
most frequent words – appropriately for our
Easter edition. It is beyond the reach of human
understanding how profoundly this symbol of
barbaric humiliation and brutal death has lifted
our heads to hope again over two millennia. Hope
that comes out of the ashes of loss into the dewy
garden of resurrection.
We now have the gift of this symbol permanently
in our midst in a new way. My own experience
of the days around Taranaki Cathedral’s fifth

anniversary (when Dean John of
Coventry brought the Cross of Nails to
us) are that the Holy Spirit is moving in
our midst in a healing and
beautiful way – and that
the Glory is in the cross
of Christ. I have had the privilege
of seeing and sharing some deep,
miraculous moments of healing in
relationships both at a personal and
collective level, since the cross was
brought to us. We cannot fail to be
reminded, now, of the vocation that we
have to “Build a culture of Peace” - one
of the three strands which characterises
centres of the Cross of Nails. If we were to let
that drift in favour of busyness or comfort, the
presence of the cruciform nails, and the saying of
the Litany for Peace (which we join in saying with
the 170 centres all around the world), every week,
will nudge us back.
The timing is remarkable as our doors have
opened in a new way, lately. For years, we’ve
been asking the question - “How to make our
threshold easier to cross.” It’s sometimes
harder than we’re aware for people with no recent
or pre-existent connection to Church to feel that
they would want to walk through the doors – let
alone to feel a sense of sanctuary to turn to. It
has been an intentional journey that we have
been on, since changing from Parish Church to
Cathedral – turning ourselves to face constantly
outwards. The Holy Spirit is at work in this through
the Community Cafe ministry (which you can read
about in the magazine). Each week it brings new
opportunities to get to know people, to serve them,
and to share our faith in word and action. It is
helping people to enjoy a fresh encounter with the
Church – and the essence of this comes from the
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sacrificial nature
of the cafe – all
funds given away
– that’s where
people most
deeply value the
vision. They can
see we’re not
doing this “for
us” but entirely
for others. People
respond in kind
with generosity
– both in the
amount they
donate (now well
over $5000),
and in the gifts they bring (including, for example,
the cost of all the milk for 2015, a donation from
outside the church family).
Alongside this ongoing ministry came two
events on Waitangi weekend. A community gettogether: Music, refreshments and stalls – great
atmosphere and mix of people – took place at
Oākura pā on the Friday. Then on Saturday
evening, a concert gathered crowds of people to
enjoy a stunning mix of music, and the pleasure
of celebrating together in the cathedral. It is
something we will certainly consider for next year.
Many commented on how they hadn’t entered a
church for years... but felt very positive about this
encounter. The timing of the concert was poignant
for many, with the funeral for our dear Gwen Blake
following on Monday. This magazine is dedicated

to Gwen’s memory – and you can
read more about this dedication, later
in this issue. It felt as if we ‘needed’
the healing of this get-together and to
relax and to know joy anew.
The Waitangi concert was also a
fundraiser for the Taranaki Retreat and donations
have been put
towards the
chapel. Work
continues,
with some
momentum,
in the build
process. We
hope to open
mid-2015.
Already we
are receiving
booking
enquiries
from families
/ individuals
/ referring
agencies
hoping to
come and stay.
To find out more about progress please visit
www.taranakiretreat.org.nz – or let’s arrange to
visit the site together and have a walk-around!
Sir John’s hymn ends thus:
“Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, By
the cross are sanctified;
Peace is there that knows
no measure, Joys that
through all time abide.”
May the deep joy of
Easter fill your heart and
your home.

lovingly, Jamie Al len
Dean
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Kōrero crosses over
church and coastal pā
Many threads and communities were drawn together
when the cathedral joined the worldwide Cross of Nails
community. Sarah Foy and Mark Birch report on the events.
An ex-soldier, a bunch of clergy, a
descendant of Te Whiti O Rongomai,
and a bright woman in purple –
they met at Parihaka pā in coastal
Taranaki on Friday February 27.
There was a support cast: About
40 people from Taranaki Cathedral
and other Anglican parishes, and a
crew from Parihaka to welcome and
prepare food.
Dean Jamie Allen of Taranaki
Cathedral and Dean John Witcombe
of Coventry Cathedral had come
to talk about the Community of the
Cross of Nails.
Taranaki is the first link in what is
hoped to become a chain of similar
communities across Aotearoa.
Combined experiences of grief,
loss and hope brought the two
Deans to the pā – as did an existing
relationship between Taranaki
Cathedral and Parihaka.
But a lot about this story
isn’t straightforward.
Speaking in the wharenui (meeting
house) where the group gathered,
kaumatua Turoa Robinson said he
had a declaration to make. “You
may call me a hypocrite,” he
said before explaining he was
an ex-solider who served in the
NZ military for 30 years. What’s
more he was part of The Queen
Alexandra’s Mounted Rifles, the very
same regiment that took part in the
Parihaka operation of 1881.
During his career there was a chance
to join the British Army, but whānau
put a halt to that. It was time for this
eldest son to learn about the spiritual
significance of Parihaka, they said.

“From the family is where
the instruction came…
you are go to Parihaka
and understand the
consequences of the
occupation but more
importantly there comes a
time when you move from
the reality to the spiritual
side. That took a long time
to sink in.”
It wasn’t until he came to a meeting
at Parihaka in 1974 that things fell
into place. Discussion was centred
on building a house of God, he says.
Turoa emphasised other things to the
visitors: In the 1880s Parihaka was
a centre for pan-tribal gathering and
peaceful resistance. Its teaching was
resonating through the country.
Word spread that warlike action
wouldn’t work, that tangata whenua
“won’t last long.”
Its influence was evident decades
later. At a meeting in Waikato at
Tūrangawaewae, the home of
the Māori
Queen,
a carving
displayed
direct links
to Parihaka.
“We’d
never seen
it before,”
says
Turoa. The
significance
of Parihaka
all those
years later
struck its
own people.

Secondly, it was important to “get
over what happened. Some were
arrested, some died, but some
came home…that was enough
to change the history.” In other
words, hope remained.
The word hope was repeated –
endlessly – at Parihaka.
Dean Jamie spoke in te reo
Māori, telling the story of the
death of daughter Carrie and the
“extraordinary grace” extended to
him and his family by the people of
Parihaka. Carrie’s kawe mate (her
“Spirit”) was received at Te Niho
marae (the meeting house most
closely associated with Te Whiti), and
her picture is there.
That was the first story but many
others resonated out from there;
many other people visiting Parihaka
carried their own stories of loss.
He detailed the many things that had
knit the two communities together
– good and bad. The story arc of
St Mary’s as a garrison church for
Pakeha troops “through to the gift

Mairangi Phillips and Con Robertshawe help clear up after
lunch at Parihaka.
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that violence is not the answer.”
The dean said it was well known
that the Cross of Nails project had
stemmed from the destruction of
Coventry Cathedral in the Blitz
during World War II, but exactly
what happened had not always
been clearly understood. Two of the
roof beams had fallen in the form
of a cross, and a great number of
mediaeval nails were lying all around
on the floor; a local priest came on
the scene and took three of the nails
and tied them together in the form of
a cross.

Dean John Witcombe with Maata Wharehoka of Parihaka.

of the Taranaki cope, bearing the
white feathers of the raukura, given
by Kaumatua Tiki Raumati to Bishop
Philip. The offering of an apology
by +Philip at the consecration of the
cathedral. All this was the backdrop
to individual relationships developing.

about the community, by Dick Scott,
Ask That Mountain and felt he was
walking through history. Parihaka
as a community had sought to
reach out and try to form close and
real relationships and resolve their
conflicts instead of using violence.

The recent discussion about a Māori
ward for New Plymouth, reiterated
the need for a centre for peace and
justice, he said.

That was also at the heart of the aims
of the Cross of Nails project, which
was a loose network of partners from
around the world who had come
together to support each
other and pray and work
for peace.

“Our prayer is that our
joining the Cross of Nails
community may enable that
space to be made and we
can meet as one, as we have
today to kōrero.”
The ethos of Parihaka and that
of the Cross of Nails concept had
a great deal in common, said the
Dean of Coventry. “There’s an
extraordinary conformity.”
He also described his excitement at
visiting the pā. He’d read the book

“The project is
flourishing: it
really is” he said.
“We have at present
around 170 partners,
and people are almost
queuing up to join
us. New partners are
coming in, from many
countries. So many
people are recognising

Billy Rowe (left) and Mele Prescott, both students of St John’s
College, visit Parihaka.
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“I don’t think that God
planned the falling (of the
beams in the shape of a
cross), but it helps us to
recognise his presence in
the midst of destruction.”
Significantly, ‘Father Forgive’ was
written in chalk in the cathedral and
later carved. “Some said ‘why does
it not say Father Forgive Them?’ and
he [the priest] said ‘because we all
share the blame’. Not acknowledging
that distances you and perpetuates
conflict.”

ST MARY’S DIOCESAN
SCHOOL STRATFORD
An integrated Anglican Year 9-13 Boarding & Day School in the heart of Taranaki

Boutique Boarding experiences in
a small and safe environment
>L^LSJVTLLUX\PYPLZMVYIVHYKPUNULLKZ
[HPSVYLK[VZ\P[`V\YKH\NO[LY
61 Broadway North, Stratford 4332 Phone 06 765 5333
,THPSVMÄJL'Z[THY`ZZ[YH[MVYKZJOVVSUa
^^^Z[THY`ZZ[YH[MVYKZJOVVSUa

We would love to have your daughter be part of
our Anglican family
Where each girl is nurtured to realise her potential

Peace happens piece by piece says college dean
A theologian and priest
who has studied conflict
and reconciliation came to
Taranaki, interested in the
region’s experience.
Karen Kemp, Dean of Tikanga
Pākehā students at St John’s
College, visited to share in the
cathedral’s joining of the worldwide
Community of Cross of Nails.
Appointed to the role at St John’s
a year ago, she said her area of
research and teaching was around
conflict, reconciliation and peace so
“it’s very, very resonant for me to be
here on lots of levels.”
She knew Coventry Cathedral Dean
John Witcombe and his wife from her
previous role as curate at Gloucester
Cathedral. That UK connection
brought her south, where she joined
the pilgrimage to Parihaka on Friday
February 27 as well as the ceremony
on March 1.
Accompanying her were three
students from St John’s and daughter
Anjali Kemp, an assistant librarian at
the college.
“It’s a privilege to be here for one of
the staging posts on what I’m sure
will be a journey that will be taking
place for a long time to come,” she
said, speaking after the Sunday
service.
“What stood out, is even though the
big canvas is around the historical
conflict that played out a long time

ago…the
journey is
made up of
individual
stories.”
She said this
particular
story was
“dripping with
individual
connections.”
The death of
Carrie Allen
in 2012 and
Rev’d Karen Kemp of St John’s College with Turoa Robinson of
the Parihaka
Parihaka.
community’s
response
alongside the Deans of Tikanga
had been a key element in this
Māori and Polynesian students.
developing relationship.
She was born in South America
“It’s highlighted for me that
where her Kiwi parents had gone to
ultimately reconciliation
serve as missionaries.

plays out in individual lives.
“ I think that’s a big lesson
for us as a church in
Aotearoa New Zealand but
also as a nation. It’s about
how we relate to each other
every day.”

She said patriarchs of the Old
Testament often left altars or
markers, such as a cairn of stones to
mark the place where they met God.
“That’s what this event feels like to
me, it feels like a sacred moment on
what has been a journey for a long
time and will be into the future.”
* Karen shares the Dean’s role
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In later years she worked in Chile as
a nurse amongst indigenous people
before studying theology in New
Zealand. That was followed by three
years in Mongolia.
She and her family returned to NZ,
settling for 12 years in Palmerston
North, where she was a university
chaplain and lecturer at Laidlaw
College (formerly the Bible College of
NZ) as well as a youth minister at All
Saints church.
Latterly Karen taught theology in the
UK before joining St John’s College
in Auckland last year where she
teaches ethics and Biblical studies.
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Nursing new creations in wool
A colourful exhibition with
a difference is on display
in the Hatherly Hall.
It’s a selection of 20 pictures created
by 93-year-old New Plymouth
woman Gwen Herbert in the form of
reworkings-in-wool of works by the
renowned English artist L. S. Lowry.
Lowry’s subject matter is life in the
industrial districts of north-west
England in the mid-20th century:
urban landscapes peopled with
human figures that are often referred
to as “matchstick men.”
Gwen said Lowry’s recognition as an
artist of note came late in his life:
“He was 70 before he sold
anything – nobody would look
at his pictures. But then he got a
contract and became quite famous
and made a lot of money.”
Gwen’s interest in Lowry came
when she was in the English city of
Canterbury with a friend and saw
patterns of his works for sale. She
was attracted by his characteristic
depiction of people. “I only bought
two; they were quite expensive.”
After producing long-stitch wool
pictures from those patterns, she
used a different tactic for further
creations: instead of buying patterns,
she traced Lowry pictures off a
calendar and other publications, blew
them up in size, and pasted them.
“It was an awful lot of work; I got
carried away.”
Gwen was born and brought up in
Ohakune, leaving school at 14:
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“I was 20 before I left there.
“I was always good at needlework
and dressmaking, making clothes.
I got an apprenticeship in tailoring;
I was four years as a tailoress.
“Then the war was terrible, and
the Japanese were knocking at the
door. I was making uniforms, but
I thought ‘I should be doing more
than this.’ So I went to Auckland
Hospital and did nursing for four
years. Then I did midwifery for a
few years and did a lot of work
for Plunket,
and I worked in
England.”

the 20 Lowry pieces to be shown
in Hatherly Hall, she has produced
almost as many wool pictures from
works by other artists. Among them
is what she calls her masterpiece:
a piece in a number of sections
celebrating the Millennium with
depictions of people and objects
prominent in English history such as
the Norman invasion in A. D. 1066,
Shakespeare, and Stephenson’s
Rocket locomotive.
*Gwen’s artworks will be on display during
March.

Gwen returned to
New Zealand, and
eventually retired
at 65.
A lifelong
Presbyterian,
she has been a
parishioner of both
the St Andrew’s
and Knox churches
in New Plymouth.
She has done
gardening at both
Knox and the
hospice. And she
still hasn’t given up
on her voluntary
work: “I was
collecting for the
Red Cross just
this morning.”
Gwen received a
Citizens Award in
2008.
In addition to
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Packing the cathedral with
sound and spirit
A gentle-sounding Irish
soloist started the Waitangi
weekend concert at
Taranaki Cathedral.
The boisterous and charismatic lead
singer of folk band The Eastern concluded
the evening. Adam McGrath encouraged
concertgoers out of their seats and into the
Hatherly Hall where performers gathered
for the spirited, impromptu finale.
The audience loved it, singing as they
stood, opening their pockets for further
donations and leaving the four-hour
concert on a natural high.

Adam McGrath of The Eastern (centre) with band members on stage, and
dancers at the front.

The Waitangi weekend festivities had
included the Saturday evening concert as well as a
daytime event at Oakura pā on Friday.
The concert was organised by local music promoter
Anand Rose to raise funds for the Taranaki Retreat.
He’d been inspired by the work of Dean Jamie Allen
and his family at the retreat, the local project to build a
sanctuary for people suffering grief and loss.
Anand said when he’d found out that Jamie had suffered
his own loss, and heard about a Dave Dobbyn concert
at the cathedral in 2012, it seemed a second event was
called for.
The line-up included his cousin, Irish singer Sive, as
well as Auckland band Albie and the Wolves, Glass
boat, Sonic Delusion, Te Kohikohinga Kohatu (TKK) and
Epic Sandwich.
The audience was diverse: Cathedral parishioners and
supporters but also locals who wouldn’t usually ‘go to
church’ on a Saturday.

Some danced at the front where pews had been moved
out, others sat and soaked up the fine acoustics and
enveloping sound.
Just like the Dave Dobbyn concert, St Mary’s interior was
a perfect fit for a full to capacity concert.
Extra staging extended the altar area, lights were strung
across poles.
The Eastern were the headline act but Adam McGrath
noted the talent of all the musicians before him.
Each of his songs came with anecdote and crowd banter.
As the evening reached a crescendo he reeled the
audience in with infectious talk. He was a man with a big
presence but one who respected the church and paid
homage to what it stood for.
Adam told one story of meeting a Christchurch man
whose home was in the city’s devastated red zone. The
man said he felt he had nothing left but a prayer.
There was no indication of his Christianity: “But I don’t
care if it doesn’t go anywhere,” the man told him.
Added McGrath: “It does have a power, it does have a
weight, it has resonance.”
The night was like that: It had a power, force and
spontaneity, proving that a cathedral can be the ideal
venue for anyone, anytime.
And Anand’s conclusion after the event: “We would
like to do it again on an annual basis. It’s a good
opportunity for people to enjoy a good night of music.
Now we know what we are dealing with. Everyone
was on such good form. The whole place was
transformed. It’s hard to put the effect into words.”
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BOOK REVIEW

Clergy craftsman blends humour and thought
Ever since 1959 Geoff Ginever
has been preaching lively and
thought-provoking sermons
– and now a selection from
the many has been published
in an elegantly presented
book: Words for St Mary’s: a
Preacher’s Pilgrimage.
So is it a rewarding read?
Some months ago I had the task of
proofreading the volume, and it’s
a tribute to the readability of these
essays that my attention and interest
were held throughout the formidable
task of wading through sermon after
sermon for hour after hour.
At the completion of that marathon I
was still considering what Geoff had
to say – and even now, months later,
the remembered contents are still
making me think.
The layout was designed by staff
at the cathedral. The text is not
presented in great grey slabs;
instead it’s broken up and relieved
by illustrations, mini-headings in
black type, passages in italics and
the judicious introduction of white-

space, so there are plenty of places
of rest for the eye. That makes quite
a difference.
In the tradition of Jesus himself,
points are made by pithy stories and
anecdotes from everyday life. And
this enjoyable and instructive book is
not short on humour.
The topics covered by the 56
sermons range from the Ministry of
Teaching to The Conversion of St
Paul, Forgiving, Justice, Life, Love,
Marriage, Praise, the Prodigal Son,
the Resurrection, the Ascension,
Grace, the Ten Commandments,
Revelation: the Neglected Book,
Wrestling with the Bible, What
Happens To Us When We Die?, and
How Did Jesus Save Us By Dying on
the Cross?
Interwoven among the sermons is
the story of English-born Geoff’s
life – quite an eventful one – and his
encounters with those formidable
challenges, depression, Parkinson’s
and a heart bypass.
The book is dedicated to his wife
Kerry, sometime director of music
at St Mary’s, and his early mentor

Bishop Holland.
To summarise, I can do no better
than quote from the foreword by
Bishop Philip Richardson, Bishop
of Taranaki and Archbishop of
Aotearoa New Zealand: “He (Geoff)
knows how to craft words, he is
very well and widely read and he
communicates into the context of
his hearers. These are the marks
of a great preacher.”
The book is available from the
Welcome Desk in the cathedral,
price $35.
Mark Birch

Our PA departs for new ground
Carolyn Manuel, the Dean’s PA and cathedral office stalwart, left in February
to take up a job at Ground Up Solutions.
She was a pivotal part of many groups and behind the scenes work at
the cathedral.
As well as her involvement in the stewardship and communications
committees, she organised events for the Friends of the Cathedral, helped
co-ordinate articles and advertising for this quarterly magazine and provided
catering for church events.
Along with former administrator Ronelle Henn (who left last year when her
family moved) she ran the office, handling myriad enquiries and demands.
Carolyn had been balancing two part time jobs – her cathedral role and an
admin position at Ground Up Solutions, as well as study and solo motherhood.
When the landscaping firm offered her more hours, she took the expanded role.
Her stable, warm presence, her loyalty and humour will be missed.
She began the job four years ago at a vital time when St Mary’s had not long
been consecrated as a cathedral. Her steadfastness carried us all through.
We are so grateful to her for the thorough, loving job she did.

• Nikki Morris is currently volunteering in the cathedral office.
Carolyn Manuel
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Sarah Foy

Musical Karen takes on youth role
St Mary’s has a new youth
enabler and ministry
assistant – Karen Anderson,
succeeding Anne-Marie
Cohead who left at the end of
last year.
Karen was born and brought
up in Kansas City in the
Karen Anderson
United States. She was raised
a Baptist, but later joined a
church known as the Evangelical Covenant. “It’s quite a
bit like the Anglicans.”
Nearly five years ago she gained a degree in music
composition and piano performance from William Jewell
College, just outside her home city, but for the third year

of the course she studied at Oxford University in England.
“I’ve now been out of university almost five years,”
she said. “I have an American friend who lives in New
Plymouth, Denise Wood, and last year Christopher
[St Mary’s director of music, Christopher Luke] told
Denise that there was a vacancy at St Mary’s. Denise
contacted me and told me she thought I would be
perfect for it.”
At the end of her one-year appointment Karen
intends to return to the United States and study at
theological college.
And her impressions of New Plymouth? “I love it.
I particularly like the warmer weather; it’s much
warmer than at Kansas City!”

News in Brief
CHEEKY TWIST
ON ANNUAL TALE
Carrie’s Drama Group is creating
a movie that tells part of the story
of Easter – and it will be shown in
the cathedral on Good Friday and
Easter Sunday.
Group director, Karen Anderson,
said the film would concentrate on
the resurrection rather than the
crucifixion.
She said Dean Jamie had based
the script on one written by Warren
Judkins.“It’s a fun script and a little
bit cheeky. It has a modern twist:
for instance, Mary Magdalene talks
about texting and cellphones,
and one of the disciples takes
somebody’s pulse.”
There will be a cast of 23, ranging
in age from 9 to 14, and the film
will be shot in the cathedral and
the graveyard, and other sites in
New Plymouth.
As well as actors portraying Biblical
characters such as Jesus and the
disciples and Mary Magdalene, other
actors will walk about in the cathedral
and the churchyard in narrator-type
roles, discussing the importance of
the story and its relevance to modernday people. The film will be shown
during services on Good Friday and
Easter Sunday.

DREAM, WALK, REST
A group of women is invited to sleep
over in the cathedral in the interests of
dreaming a new way of community.
One of the organisers, Helene
Young of Holy Trinity Church, Fitzroy,
said the overnighter on May 1-2
would include song, dance, guided
meditation and music. “We will
separate into small groups where
women will be invited to share their
experiences and intentions for their
dream time.” There will also be a
labyrinth to walk, based on centuriesold Christian traditions.
“It’s getting people to look for,
and dream of new ways of how we
can be,” says Helene. The Dalai
Lama has said he believes it will be
women who will save the world. Let
us start experimenting and opening to
a new way of being in community. All
are welcome.

of fun and fellowship, says organiser
Rodney Dunlop.
Teams of six will compete to win
a prize to put towards supporting
mission partners or projects of their
choosing. Questions will be based
on the Bible. People are encouraged
to put together a team and phone
753 6098 or email: rodneyod@xtra.
co.nz. Cost $15 per person.

TAKE HOME
SERMONS
The wisdom that is dispensed by way
of sermons preached in the cathedral
is not lost for ever - printed copies are
available afterwards in a folder at the
back of the church. “This initiative
started because sometimes people
want to read afterwards what is
said in the sermons,” says Dean
Jamie Allen.

A North Taranaki quiz evening will
raise money to support overseas
mission work.

“Sometimes people can’t hear so well,
and want a paper copy to take away
and study. And sometimes the subject
of a sermon is so controversial that
people want to read what was said
and then respond! If others miss a
Sunday they can pick up a copy, take
it home and have a read.

The quiz, at St Luke’s Anglican
church, Bell Block takes place
on Saturday April 18 at 7.30pm.
It’s an opportunity for each church
congregation to share in an evening

“Sometimes what is offered in the
sermon is relevant to the ongoing
life of the church family, and if you
missed a Sunday you can get a
copy during the week.”

QUESTIONS
BENEFIT MISSION
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From the Organ Console
As a part of this year’s music programme,
I have great pleasure in producing 19
performances involving concerts, recitals
and lectures at the cathedral in 2015. The
highly popular and successful Lunchtime
Organ Recital Series will continue
throughout the year on the third Thursday
of the month beginning at 12.15pm with
performances on the cathedral’s Grand
Organ and Continuo Organ.
Following the success of last year’s
@ the Piano Recital Series held in the
cathedral’s Chancel, five performances will
be presented throughout the year as a part
of the reshaped Chancel Concert Series,
where audience members will once again
have the opportunity to sit up-close with the
performers. This will be a chamber music
series involving a number of Taranaki’s most
well respected musicians.

In a first for Taranaki Cathedral, I am
pleased to present a Hymn Lecture Series
in 2015. With three lectures planned for
the year, I look forward to taking audience
members on a journey of discovery behind
the creation of three much-loved hymns of
the Anglican tradition, the first of these being
“Come down, O love divine”. Come along
to discover the meaning behind the lyrics
and the authors of the text, who composed
the tunes, and how other composers have
seen fit to take those tunes and turn them
into solo works for the pipe organ.
All performances are entry by gold coin
donation. 19 concerts for $19? Looks like
the best priced concert series you’ll ever
see!
Christopher J. Luke
Director of Music to Taranaki Community &
Cathedral

Continuing to pray for Gwen, for loss
On Monday 9 February, we came together as a community, shocked and grieving for our beloved
in Christ, Gwen Blake. It is our practice to gather tributes and obituaries together in our “All Souls”
magazine, issued later in the year – and we will most certainly pay tribute to Gwen in that edition.
However, as a church family, we cannot allow the depth of this particular tragedy to pass without note
in this publication. We therefore dedicate this issue to Gwen’s memory. May this be a reminder to
each one of us to continue to hold Gwen’s family and friends especially in our prayers.
As people arrived for Gwen’s service,
they had the opportunity to take a petal
or flowerhead from a basket, and place
it on the floor around Gwen’s casket,
then to take their seat. The wide circle
of petals were a sign of our solidarity
with her. Our heartfelt longing was to
focus on how Gwen lived rather than
how she died. We acknowledged that
we entered the building with deep
pain filling our hearts. We used the
petals to express the laying down
of at least part of this burden – by
physically taking something very light
and beautiful, and prayerfully scattering
them, as if they were our presence,
around our sister. The burden which
we cannot manage to bear, translated
into a thing of simple beauty.
Afterwards, the petals were gathered
up and scattered, by our choir, on
our Garden of Remembrance. This
was to symbolise an undertaking to
work towards the tragedy of Gwen’s
loss being translated into the good
soil of our lives – making for more
growth in the years ahead of us. May
God further that work in each of us.

12

I would like to close with Gwen’s words.
When we were in the early phases
of setting up Taranaki Retreat, Gwen
expressed how deeply she resonated
with the Retreat vocation – and how
moved she was to involvement and
support. One way in which she put
this into action was through a letter of
advocacy for potential funders. I share
this with you, simply because it speaks
such volumes about Gwen, and her
walk of faith – her compassion.

am approached by a person in a
family that obviously needs more
support; even specialised support.
I have referred such people to grief
counsellors or church elders or
support groups but have always
been aware that this was not
enough. Sometimes such people
need an environment, somewhere
to stay with people who will care for
them, where time and love can help
the healing process.

She wrote, “I support this project
wholeheartedly and unreservedly.
For the past six years I have worked
- and continue to do so - as a
Funeral Celebrant with six funeral
homes in Taranaki and during that
time have met with and helped
nearly 600 families to say goodbye
to their loved one through a
ceremony of thanksgiving and hope.
A significant number of these deaths
were ‘self inflicted’. It has been my
constant worry that I cannot do
more to help each family.

I welcome the vision and philosophy
of the retreat as it has been
described in word and literature
and recommend the project to you
as being so very necessary to our
people in Taranaki. I believe this
initiative has the potential to grow
into more retreats once people see
how we can benefit from caring for
each other in such a way.”

Sometimes I become aware of, or

May Gwen’s hope indeed become
a reality, and may the soul of God’s
servant, Gwen, rest in peace, and rise
in Glory. Amen.
Jamie Allen

The Cathedral magazine printing and production costs are entirely funded through the generosity
of our sponsors. A BIG thank you to each one of them for making this publication possible.
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Baptisms, weddings and funerals
November 2014 – March 2015
Baptisms

Weddings

Name
Judah Uate
Kerry Jane
Cohen Phoenix

Date of Baptism
25 Dec 14
25 Jan 15
25 Jan 15

Weddings
Couple
Luo (nee Man) and Qu Haochen
Carly Belinda (nee Gau)
and Tim Waldon

Date of Wedding
1 Nov 14

Date of Wedding
17 Feb 15

Jasmine Maree (nee Adams)
and Michael Colin Fernee

20 Feb 15

Camila Andrea and Harris Jones
Goldsmith (Marriage Blessing)

27 Feb 15

Jianlin (nee Wang) and Jingwen Yi

3 Mar 15

15 Nov 14

Funerals
Name

Couple
Ann-Kathryn and Daniel Carl
Rongen (Marriage Blessing)

Name

Date of
Death

Date of
Funeral

Ernest Edwin (Ernie)
Davis

13 Jan 15

19 Jan 15

Date of
Death

Date of
Funeral

8 Nov 14

19 Nov 14

Zona Malvina Wagstaff

15 Jan 15

17 Jan 15

Henry Colin (Harry) McCall 19 Nov 14

27 Nov 14

Gwen Blake

30 Jan 15

09 Feb 15

Kathleen Elsie Hunt

01 Dec 14

05 Dec 14

Frieda Baxter

07 Feb 15

12 Feb 15

Tobias John Furniss

28 Nov 14

08 Dec 14

Amy Florence Findlay

15 Dec 14

19 Dec 14

Dale Lillian Maude
Whittaker

12 Feb 15

18 Feb 15

John Edward (Matt)
Mattingley

Ian Drayton Colson

14 Feb 15

17 Feb 15

19 Dec 14

22 Dec 14

Joan Brockie

28 Feb 15

04 Mar 15

Barbara Ann Boniface

28 Dec 14

03 Jan 15

William John Clement

17 Feb 15

21 Feb 15

Beryl C Bishop

04 Jan 15

08 Jan 15

Patricia Mary (Pat)
Johnston

19 Feb 15

23 Feb 15

Francis Herriott
(Frank) Chapman

Dame donates time to women
A high flying businesswoman who
spoke in the cathedral’s Peace Hall
helped raise several thousand dollars
for vulnerable children and women.
Dame Rosanne Meo addressed the
annual breakfast for Soroptimist New
Plymouth on March 20.
Entertaining and approachable, she
was the first female president of the
Employers’ Federation after a long
career with NZ Forest Products.
Since then she’s chaired Television
New Zealand, and sat on numerous
boards such as Ports of Auckland,
Forestry Corporation, the Auckland
Philharmonia Trust Board, the Liggins
Institute and the South Auckland
Health Foundation.
She was made an Officer of
the Order of the British Empire
for public services in 1993
14

and became a dame in 2011.
Her down to earth nature and
lifelong mantra that ‘anyone
can do anything’ struck a
receptive audience.
Judith Bennett, immediate past
president of Soroptimist New
Plymouth, helped organise the visit
and said the theme of ‘educate to
lead’ resonated with the work of
the Soroptimists.
“She spoke around that issue of
how as women we can rise to the
top and overcome difficulties and
become a role model for others.”
The annual breakfast has raised
funds in the past for cathedral-related
projects.
Several years ago it donated about
$3000 to the children’s after-school

programme based at the Peace Hall
lounge and last year money went to
the counselling service for vulnerable
children, also cathedral-based.
“We like to try and give 100 per
cent of what we raise to the
causes we support,” says Judith.
Each year $300 from the breakfast is
also donated to UN Women.
Judith said girls and women were a
focus for fundraising efforts as that
formed the basis of what Soroptimist
International stood for.
* Soroptimist New Plymouth
celebrates its 50th anniversary this
year with other activities planned for
the year. The group meets on the first
Tuesday of the month with other subcommittees meeting on an ad-hoc
basis. New members are welcome.
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Both sides of the one man
A book that traces two sides
of a man – and a conflict
– was launched at the
cathedral on March 6.

For Lady Beverley the intriguing part
of the story is the connection with her
late husband Sir Paul Reeves, whose
Te Ātiawa descendants were on the
opposite side and didn’t have a good
thing to say about Parris.

The Man in the Middle details the
life of Robert Parris and is written
by Lady Beverley Reeves, wife of
former Governor-General the late Sir
Paul Reeves.

Speaking to the cathedral magazine in
2011, Lady Beverley said Parris had
learnt about Māori during his time in
Auckland managing Bishop Selwyn’s
farm and liked the people he met.

Parris was her great-great-grandfather
who lived in Taranaki and was known
for his involvement in the Waitara
purchase that precipitated the first
Taranaki War in the 1860s.

However, he was also a bit of a
showman. “He wasn’t wicked but
he enjoyed wheeling and dealing a
little bit.”

One objective in writing the book
was to put him in context and show
he was a man in the middle who
tried to help both Māori and settlers.
Parris was involved with St Mary’s
as a churchwarden, choir member
and trustee for many years. He died
in 1904. The book launch included
karakia and speeches at the cathedral.
Lady Beverley has published other
books including her memoirs.
Copies of the book are available
from the Welcome Desk at the
cathedral for just $15.

Services for Holy Week and Easter - all are very welcome
Sunday 29th March
10am
Festival Family Service for Palm Sunday, with
procession and Dramatic Passion Narrative
Monday 30th March
7pm
Holy Week Communion.
9pm
Compline
Tuesday 31st March
7pm
Holy Week Communion.
9pm
Compline
Wednesday 1st April
10am
Holy Week Communion.
9pm
Compline

Maundy Thursday
10am
Foot-Washing Service
7.30pm Festival Communion with stripping of the Altars; quiet
prayer and meditation until 10pm.
Good Friday
10:30am Prayerful Family Service; Hot Cross Buns afterwards.
12-3pm The Last Three Hours (Service of Meditation, Scripture,
Song and Prayer)
Easter Sunday
6am
Easter Vigil and Dawn Service - on Ngāmotu beach,
followed by breakfast
8am

Easter Communion

10am

Easter Family Communion with Easter Egg Hunt and the
Flowering of the Cross

Want to make a donation? Thank you. You can use this form to:
Support Taranaki Cathedral
$50
$100
$200
$............
Become a Friend of Taranaki Cathedral
$25 Single
$50 Household
PERSONAL DETAILS:
NAME:
P H:
ADDRESS:
EMAIL:

$300 Life membership

Tick if you do not require a receipt
Make cheques payable to: Taranaki Cathedral
Send to: 37 Vivian Street, New Plymouth
For Internet Banking:
Taranaki Cathedral Church of St Mary,
TSB Bank 15-3942-0578002-80

I would like information regarding bequests
I would like an automatic payment form for regular donations
We are a registered charity and all donations are eligible for a 33% tax rebate.

Taranaki Cathedral Church of St Mary
37 Vivian Street, New Plymouth, Phone (06) 758 3111, admin@taranakicathedral.org.nz, www.taranakicathedral.org.nz
www.facebook.com/TaranakiCathedral

