NAU MAI, HAERE MAI - WELCOME

3 NOVEMBER 2019
3PM
REMEMBER OUR CHILD

We are welcomed to this special time of gentle
remembering.

The Easter Candle is lit.
The first candle on the alter is lit.
We say together:

We light this candle to represent the hope we held as we learned of the
child we were expecting to welcome into our family.
The second candle on the alter is lit.
We say together:
We light this candle to remind us that Jesus, who said he was the
Light of the world, has our children with him in his light.
The taper is handed back to the minister, who then leads this
dialogue, which is based on a number of texts from the Bible.
Priest
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ:
All
the Father of mercies and the God of all comfort.
Priest
All

The Lord is near to those who call upon him:
to all who call upon him faithfully.

Priest
All

As a father is tender towards his children:
so is the Lord tender to all his children

Priest
All

As a mother comforts her child:
so shall the Lord bring you comfort.

Priest
All

Then Jesus took the children in his arms:
He placed his hands on each of them and blessed them.
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Then the priest says this prayer:
O God our Creator, there are no secrets, or problems, or mysteries in your
sight. Look on us in our darkness, our pain and our perplexity. Let us
sense the touch of your continuing compassion and the assurance of your
unfailing purpose.Give us grace when we feel nothing; when we see no
plan,no purpose or no ending. Keep us, even in our darkness, on the right
path, and help us never to lose hope that light, joy, and peace will be
restored. These things we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, your Son our
Saviour. Amen.

A reading from Psalm 139
For it was you who formed my inward parts;you knit me together in my
mother’s womb.I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully
made.Wonderful are your works; that I know very well.My frame was not
hidden from you, when I was being made in secret,intricately woven in the
depths of the earth.Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.In your book
were written all the days that were formed for me,when none of them as yet
existed.
There is a brief reflection.
There is an opportunity for names of those to be remembered to be
spoken aloud; or “my son” / “my daughter” / “my child” / “our little one“ knowing that all are known to God. A candle can be lit during this time, if
you wish – using these or other words; or just in size
I light this candle for...
There is quiet music for reflection. Silence is kept.
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Priest
Loving God, we have remembered our children, those we saw
and held, and those known to you alone. We acknowledge our hopes
and our dreams for their little lives. And our great loss and our deep
grief, at times unspoken.
Here today we share this great loss together. We ask for your help in
believing that as you did not lose our children when you gave them to
us, so we did not lose them when they returned to you.
We also share together before you a great sorrow: we ask for your help
in believing that when our human hearts are breaking, that self-same
aching is deep within your heart too. And we share together before you
our need to be reconciled to our loss: we ask for your help in believing
that our children remain secure in your everlasting love.
For your help in believing, we make these prayers in the name of your
child, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
We pray together this Remember our Child prayer
Eternal God, from whom every family in heaven and earth takes its
name,we remember today our child,whom you gave us to love and
who has returned to you. Hold each one in peace today and for
ever,and as we offer our memories of their unfinished lives on this
earth, bring us at last to rejoice together in the light and love that
have no end; through your own Child who died and was raised to
glory,our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

3

The blessing
Priest: The peace of God that passes all understandings, keep your
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, and the blessing of God, Creator,
Redeemer and Giver of life be with you and all whom you love this day
and always. Amen.
The service concludes with quiet music. Stay as long as you wish.
Take your leave when you are ready.

Please feel free to contact Rev Ailsa Claridge if you wish.
021 758247 or ailsa@taranakicathedral.org.nz.
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