
 

Friday 29 May 2020 

Draw Near-er 

Last week, Mary Harker encouraged us all to ‘draw near’ and find peace and contentment in our 

beautiful grounds here at the Cathedral of St Mary.  I hope you have had (weather permitting) a 

chance to linger for a while and enjoy the sense of holiness that is certainly to be found there. 

This week, I have the great privilege of inviting 

you to ‘draw near-er’, as we are now able to offer 

opportunities to gather on-site.  Due to our 

remaining Covid restrictions, we are certainly still 

unable to offer the full sense of community and 

fellowship that goes hand in hand with what I 

consider to be a truly profound worship 

experience, however we will do our best! 

Sunday services will be offered in the Peace Hall at 

eight and ten.  They will be slightly shorter 

“Services of the Word”.  They will be limited to 

fifty people, due to social distancing regulations.  If 

weather is suitable, I encourage you to bring a 

thermos and your own snacks, and gather 

appropriately on the grounds to enjoy one 

anothers’ company afterwards.  

Smaller services of Holy Communion will be 

offered daily in the Upper Hatherley Chapel.  Because their numbers are limited to six, it is crucial 

to book in at the office (either phone or email) before attending.  I would hate to have to turn 

people away! As with Sunday services, unfortunately we cannot offer refreshments, so you also 

may like to linger in the grounds with your thermos! 

At this point our on-line options will diminish slightly.  We will place the ‘sermon’ only on 

Facebook and Website, but also continue to provide ‘Effervescence’ and the full ten o’clock service 

in writing. 

I know that the list of ‘dos’ and ‘donts’ surrounding our services sounds daunting and is in danger 

of resembling a concert rather than a congregational worship experience.  Little did we realise 



how potentially dangerous our practises would turn out to be in the light of a potential pandemic!  

As rebellious as that tempts me to be, be assured that my priority is your health and wellbeing, 

alongside giving honour to the amazing God we gather to worship together.  I simply do not 

consider that dropping wafers into your hands after I have touched them is safe enough practice 

and could border on turning a sacred act into a farce.  

You will find somewhere below a list of the process we will be following on Sunday.  Please read 

it carefully to avoid my first service in the Peace Hall turning into a list of instructions and 

interruptions which take us away from the profound privilege of finally being able to meet to 

worship.   

Also… please do not feel you have to be at Church this Sunday.  I cannot emphasise enough the care 

we all must have for our health at this time.  Please be assured we will welcome you whenever you can 

return, and in the meantime, we are joined in prayer- and with each other! 

 

Pentecost Worship! 

The irony of our return to church this Sunday- the day of Pentecost has not escaped me!  How 

appropriate that we should first re-gather on what is often called ‘The Birthday of the Church”.   

At another level, it is even more appropriate in this new Covid world of ours.  This poem by Ann 

Lewin, sums up as well as words can, the Pentecost world we will begin to share anew this 

Sunday:  

Flame-dancing Spirit, come, 

Sweep us off our feet and 

Dance us through our days. 

surprise us with your rhythms, 

Dare us to try new steps, explore 

New patterns and new partnerships. 

Release us from old routines, 

To swing in abandoned joy 

And fearful adventure. 

And in the intervals, 

Rest us, 

In your still centre. 

 

If the thought of yet another ‘fearful adventure’ leaves you feeling more than a little exhausted, 

know that we are all connected through God’s Spirit, and that we can find ‘God’s still centre’, 

where ever we are this Sunday! 

  



 

Cath McVey 

The last two weeks in our house have been dominated by Lego masters Australia.  This is a reality TV show 

which has teams of Lego fanatics completing challenges of extreme measures.  The most recent episode 

had a tower building challenge, where the contestants had to try and create a tower of up to 4m height. 

Our 5 year old Samuel, himself a complete Lego fan, has been avidly glued to it.  He decided he wanted to 

try to create a tower of his own. His plan was for a rainbow tower and upon realising we didn’t have the 

right bricks to fill all the spaces in his design, he simply attached make do bits together to create what he 

needed to strengthen and fill the gaps.  He has loads to choose from and spent ages crafting this neat and 

beautifully coloured tower. Isn’t this a timely example for us? As we prepare to reintegrate ourselves into 

the life and workings of our Cathedral gatherings. We don’t have to create something that is like anyone 

else’s but can use what beautiful things we have to fill in the gaps. We have lots of bricks that, when 

connected in creative and unusual ways, will make for a very colourful and wonderful thing.  I have 

convicted by the Spirit that to move back into physically meeting for our Kids and families ministries 

outreaches at this stage would not be a wise move, so whilst we long to meet one another face to face, we 

must, for the sake of the greater good, continue to meet online.  This speaks to me of just using our bricks 

differently, just strengthening our wall with what we have. 

     (Thanks to McVey tamariki, Kim and the 

Evetts whanau for sharing) 

Over the last few days we have been participating in the Church of England’s global wave of prayer, Thy 

Kingdom Come.  One of the resources included in the family packs we distributed was an innovative Prayer 

Puzzle, designed by Annelies Berends and Diana Langdon at Strandz (our Anglican Kids and Families 

Ministry hub). It is made up of ten daily reflective colouring pictures with a prayer and short devotion 

which, when connected, reveal a completed image. In our family, it’s looking pretty organic as everyone 

has had a go as and when they feel prompted.  The result has been a picture that is comprised of individual 

colouring choices and styles and yet it looks beautiful.  As we approach Pentecost this Sunday, we are 

reminded of how the Holy Spirit came down, as promised, and all the people could understand one 

another. “All believers were together and had everything in common.”(Acts 2:44)  These pictures are a 

prayerful confirmation that we are together, we have in common that we love Jesus and devote ourselves, 

with our unique gifts, to teaching, learning and fellowship. And continue to do so this Pentecost. 

Aroha nui, Cath 

  



 
 

From the Director of Music: 
Next month I’m looking forward to returning to public performance though services offered at the 
Cathedral as well as in the community. The following events are scheduled for June 2020: 
 

• Tuesday 2 June 2020 - 1.00pm: Lunchtime Organ Recital at St Joseph’s Catholic Church, 
New Plymouth 

• Wednesday 3 June 2020 - 11.30am: 2020 Hymn Lecture Series - "Guide me, O though 
great Redeemer” - Taranaki Interim Cathedral 

• Thursday 18 June 2020 - 12.15pm: Lunchtime Organ Recital at Taranaki Interim Cathedral 
• Wednesday 24 June 2020 - 11.15am: Organ Recital at Wesley Methodist Church, Hāwera 
• Thursday 25 June 2020 - 11.30am: Organ Recital at St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 

Stratford 

 
There has been a wealth of information from around the globe in regards to COVID-19 and 
singing, both in church/cathedral contexts and community choirs. Although there have been some 
devastating stories where community transmission of the virus has possibly been enhanced by 
singing, we are quite fortunate here in New Zealand the virus seems to be contained as well as it 
has. The Ministry of Health continues to work along side such groups as the New Zealand Choral 
Federation to work through the challenges around communal singing. It is this Diocese’s 
recommendation that singing in church remains suspended until further clarification and guidance 
is given by the Ministry of Health. Until then, I am very pleased to be able to offer some music 
performance at our Sunday services as well as through the Virtual Choral Evensong services on 
Sunday and Wednesday evenings. 
 
Christopher 
 
 
  



 

 

 

Detailed Plan for Sunday Worship 

Before Arrival: 

• Pease do not come to worship if you are sick or unwell.  Please stay home and arrange to be 

tested for Covid-19 if you have cold or flu-like symptoms.  Maintain high standard of 

personal hygiene following Ministry of Health guidelines around coughing, sneezing, 

regular hand washing. 

• Do not encourage those whom you know are unwell or at risk to attend 

• Children to bring own toys as the toys usually in the Peace Hall and Lounge will not be 

available  

• Bring your own pen to use to write your own details regarding contact tracing 

• Due to social distancing criteria we an only seat fifty people safely.  Please understand if we 

reach our limit.  

Safe entry to Worship: 

• Enter building through Vivian Street entrance. The Peace Lounge will not be available 

during Level Two. 

• Sanitise 

• Enter details on Contact Tracing form. 

• Upon entering the Peace Hall, please be seated.  Please do not stand in the aisles or move 

the chairs. 

• If you need to use the toilet, please note only one person may enter at a time.  Please 

disinfect all surface you touch, wipe all contact surfaces (seat, button, taps, light switch, 

door), and wash your hands. 

Worship: 

• Worship sheets will have been placed on your seats well in advance, and gloves worn by 

those who have published and placed them. 

• Offertory will occur by placing donation in a container at the rear of the Peace Hall.  You 

may place your offering there either before or after the service. 

• There will be no sharing of the Peace, or Communion offered. 

• Two people (with separate microphones) will lead the worship. 

Safe Exit from the Service: 

• Leave the Peace Hall the way you arrived 

• If you choose to linger for conversation, please take advantage of our lovely grounds 

(weather permitting), maintaining physical distancing at all times.  

Thank you in advance!  Let us work together to keep us all safe! 

 

  



Detailed Plan for Weekly Communion Services in Upper Hatherly Chapel 

      Before Arrival: 

• Pease do not come to worship if you are sick or unwell.  Please stay home and arrange to be tested 

for Covid-19 if you have cold or flu-like symptoms. 

• Do not encourage those whom you know are unwell or at risk to attend  

• Maintain high standard of personal hygiene following Ministry of Health guidelines around 

coughing, sneezing, regular hand washing. 

• Book in for a service (numbers limited to six per service) through Jen in the Parish Office 

Safe entry to Worship: 

Enter building through Upper Hatherley Street entrance.  

Sanitise, then fill out contact register. 

Upon entering the Chapel, please be seated.  Please do not stand in the aisles or move the chairs. 

If you need to use the toilet, please note only one person may enter at a time.  Please disinfect all surface 

you touch, Wipe all contact surfaces (seat, button, taps, light switch, door). 

Wash your hands. 

Preparation for Communion (Priest): 

• Ensure chalice and paten (divided plate) have been sanitised before use. 

• With gloves, place one ‘bread’ in each section of the plate.  Remove gloves after placing on altar, 

covered with a cleanly laundered cloth. 

• With gloves, place large wafer on separate paten on altar. 

• Hand sanitiser adjacent to altar.  Sanitise before and after communion. 

• Distribute “bread” by taking to each person (maintaining social distance) and turning one partition 

towards them, enabling them to pick the “bread” off the plate without touching any other partition. 

• Consume wine and remaining “bread” at conclusion of communion distribution 

• Sanitise hands before continuing.  

Worship: 

• Worship sheets will have been placed on your seats well in advance, and gloves worn by those who 

have published and placed them. 

• Offertory will occur by adding to a container at the rear of the Chapel.  You may place your offering 

there either before or after the service. 

• There will be no sharing of the Peace. 

• Communion (bread only) will be brought to your seat.  Please take a wafer from one partition on 

the plate offered. 

• One Priest will be responsible for the entire service. 

• Priest will ensure liturgy said at least two meters away from participants. 

• Priest will ensure “bread” and wine are covered when presenting the liturgy during communion.  

Safe Exit from the Service: 

• Leave the Chapel the way you arrived, maintaining social distancing. 

• If you choose to linger for conversation, please take advantage of our lovely grounds (weather 

permitting), maintaining physical distancing at all times.  

Thank you in advance!  Let us work together to keep us all safe! 

 

  



Meditation of the Week! 

For those of you who continue to choose to worship safely in your bubbles! 

The Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber, Lutheran pastor and author (and now podcaster - The 

Confessional)   

I do not know when we can gather together again in worship, Lord. 

So, for now I just ask that: 

When I sing along in my kitchen to each song on Stevie Wonder’s 

Songs in The Key of Life Album, that it be counted as praise. 

And that when I read the news and my heart tightens in my chest, 

may it be counted as a Kyrie. 

And that when my eyes brighten in a smile behind my mask as I 

thank the cashier may it be counted as passing the peace. 

And that when I water my plants and wash my dishes and take a 

shower may it be counted as remembering my baptism. 

And that when the tears come and my shoulders shake and my breathing falters, may it be 

counted as prayer. 

 

 

  



The following are the readings for Sunday May 29, 2020,  

which you may wish to read and reflect on. 

Note: we are using an alternative first reading this Sunday (Genesis 12) 

Genesis 11: 1-9 

Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. And as they migrated from the east, they 

came upon a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. And they said to one another, “Come, let us 

make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. Then they 

said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name 

for ourselves; otherwise we shall be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.” 

The Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which mortals had built. And the Lord said, “Look, they 

are one people, and they have all one language; and this is only the beginning of what they will do; nothing 

that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. Come, let us go down, and confuse their language 

there, so that they will not understand one another’s speech.” So the Lord scattered them abroad from there 

over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. Therefore it was called Babel, because there 

the Lord confused the language of all the earth; and from there the Lord scattered them abroad over the 

face of all the earth. 

 

Psalm 104: 

Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, you are very great. You are clothed with honor and majesty, 

wrapped in light as with a garment. You stretch out the heavens like a tent, you set the beams of your 

chambers on the waters, you make the clouds your chariot, you ride on the wings of the wind, you make 

the winds your messengers, fire and flame your ministers. You set the earth on its foundations, so that it 

shall never be shaken. You cover it with the deep as with a garment; the waters stood above the mountains. 

At your rebuke they flee; at the sound of your thunder they take to flight. They rose up to the mountains, 

ran down to the valleys to the place that you appointed for them. You set a boundary that they may not 

pass, so that they might not again cover the earth. You make springs gush forth in the valleys; they flow 

between the hills, giving drink to every wild animal; the wild asses quench their thirst. By the streams the 

birds of the air have their habitation; they sing among the branches. From your lofty abode you water the 

mountains; the earth is satisfied with the fruit of your work. You cause the grass to grow for the cattle, and 

plants for people to use, to bring forth food from the earth, and wine to gladden the human heart, oil to 

make the face shine, and bread to strengthen the human heart. The trees of the Lord are watered 

abundantly, the cedars of Lebanon that he planted. In them the birds build their nests; the stork has its 

home in the fir trees. The high mountains are for the wild goats; the rocks are a refuge for the coneys. You 

have made the moon to mark the seasons; the sun knows its time for setting. You make darkness, and it is 

night, when all the animals of the forest come creeping out. The young lions roar for their prey, seeking 

their food from God. When the sun rises, they withdraw and lie down in their dens. People go out to their 

work and to their labor until the evening. O Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have 

made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. Yonder is the sea, great and wide, creeping things 

innumerable are there, living things both small and great. There go the ships, and Leviathan that you 

formed to sport in it. These all look to you to give them their food in due season; when you give to them, 

they gather it up; when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. When you hide your face, 

they are dismayed; when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust. When you send 

forth your spirit, they are created; and you renew the face of the ground. May the glory of the Lord endure 

forever; may the Lord rejoice in his works—who looks on the earth and it trembles, who touches the 



mountains and they smoke. I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I 

have being. May my meditation be pleasing to him, for I rejoice in the Lord. Let sinners be consumed from 

the earth, and let the wicked be no more. Bless the Lord, O my soul. Praise the Lord! 

Acts 2:1-11 

When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were all in one place together. And suddenly there came 

from the sky a noise like a strong driving wind, and it filled the entire house in which they were. Then 

there appeared to them tongues as of fire, which parted and came to rest on each one of them. And they 

were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to 

proclaim.  Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven staying in Jerusalem. At this 

sound, they gathered in a large crowd, but they were confused because each one heard them speaking in 

his own language. They were astounded, and in amazement they asked, “Are not all these people who are 

speaking Galileans? Then how does each of us hear them in his native language? We are Parthians, Medes, 

and Elamites, inhabitants of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 

Pamphylia, Egypt and the districts of Libya near Cyrene, as well as travellers from Rome, both Jews and 

converts to Judaism, Cretans and Arabs, yet we hear them speaking in our own tongues of the mighty acts 

of God.” 

 John  20:19-23 

On the evening of that first day of the week,  when the doors were locked, where the disciples were,           

for fear of the Jews,  Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 

When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side.  The disciples rejoiced when they saw the 

Lord.  Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” And when 

he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive 

are forgiven them,  and whose sins you retain are retained.” 
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