
 

Friday 22 May 2020 

 

Life during Alert Level Two 

Our Cathedral offices have been open this week, and most staff have made the return from home-

based offices back to their workplace. 

The Peace Hall and Lounge is now organised and 

available for use for community groups, with leaders 

required to agree to stringent hygiene and social 

distancing regulations. 

One home group is organised and ready to go.  

Many of our church activities will not be able to be 

undertaken until Level One or Zero.   

If you are the leader of a group or activity, please 

contact me and we can work through the regulations and mandatory organisational plan together. 

Pastoral (home) visiting is permitted where a face-to-face visit is deemed essential for well-being.  

All visits must be pre-arranged, and visitors must use sanitiser upon entering and leaving.   

We will hear next week if there will be changes to the gathering of 

communities for worship.  Please be assured that we will work 

through the guidelines to provide you with worship opportunities 

that are both meaningful, safe and that do not provide any undue 

risk to those of you who feel comfortable (and are not unwell) 

together.  In the meantime, we are doing our best to keep in touch 

through Effervesecence, E-ffervescence and on-line worship 

opportunities. 



What I am experiencing as I begin to 

lead your community without 

actually meeting physically or 

worshipping in our usual manner is, 

that you are a community who care.  

I know that many of you are caring 

by praying, ringing others, doing 

little jobs, delivering newsletters and 

making sure that those who are part 

of the groups you lead stay 

connected.  This poem I have 

included by Cameron Bellam sums 

up what Christian Community is 

about at its heart.  Know that Jesus is 

in all places, at all times.  We are 

called to be God’s hands and feet in 

this world, and also as we are 

finding, God’s ears and caring 

bodies. 

So, while I understand that some of you will find the rules and regulations we must put in place 

frustrating and pernickety, I value your health (and my integrity as a Priest) far too highly to take 

any undue risks by gathering too prematurely or holding services of communion, even in one 

kind.  I simply cannot be confident of not being an 

unwitting carrier of Covid-19, and unless you have 

kept to a totally individual bubble, neither can any 

of you.  Therefore the priority going forward must 

be keeping people safe and well, along with the 

reality that the Diocese is legally liable if any part 

of it does not follow Diocesan Guidelines.   

This community has withstood numerous crisis 

and disappointments in the past because it cares.  

We will withstand this.  God is with us all, 

wherever we are, and caring does not cease simply 

because we cannot meet physically. Until we can, 

make the most of breathing that holy air with Jesus!  See 

below for a way you might like to do that…. Aroha nui Jacqui 



Draw Near 

The Cathedral grounds look and feel magnificent in their autumn glory. 

Our trusty gardening team have been at work this week, bringing their 

love and care to the tasks of tending and returning a sense of order. Our 

staff who have returned to work at the Hatherly Hall have been soaking 

up the sunshine and beautiful views from their office windows. 

We invite you all this week to come and share 

the beauty and the welcome of our place by drawing near to spend 

time sitting in one of the special corners of our Cathedral grounds. You 

may wish to come with a friend to celebrate the new freedom of Alert 

Level 2, or you may prefer to come alone to spend time with God. Bring 

the dog for a walk, bring a favourite book to read, bring a picnic, send 

us a selfie. However you choose to do it, draw near and savour the opportunity to come close and 

find rest and nourishment for your spirit.  Blessings Mary Harker 

 

This Sunday’s Theme: “Recalling his death, resurrection, and ASCENSION…” 

These words are included in one of our Eucharistic prayers, and the Nicene Creed makes reference 

to Jesus’ ascension into Heaven.  I confess that while I recall his death and resurrection frequently, 

I don’t often recall his ascension, as these words invite me to do. 

My primary image of an ‘ascension’ occurs in an episode of “The 

Simpsons.” The family is outside having a barbecue and is surprised by a 

flying saucer. One by one they are lifted via beam of light into the alien 

craft, until they get to Homer. The patriarch, having eaten one too many 

hamburgers, actually drags the beam of light and UFO down until the 

determined aliens employ a second beam.  

Somehow I don’t think that’s what Luke was thinking about as he was 

writing down the last words of his Gospel—although flying into the sky in 

a beam of light might come close to what it looks like in our imaginations. 

It’s similar to some artwork on the subject. 

Yet when I look past the more imaginative, controversial and dramatic aspects of the ascension, I 

find the facts of the experience are far less important than the meaning behind them. The 

Ascension does not necessarily that heaven is somewhere that one day we will be beamed “up” to, 

and that God is sitting on a cloud, just out of sight- rather, the Ascension offers us a number of 

crucial truths that, in this world of injustice and inequality, we desperately need to reclaim.  

In the interests of brevity, I will focus on one on Sunday- and that is what the ascension may have 

to say about God’s attitude to our bodies. 

 

Studying Theology at the University of Otago 



The Theology Programme at the University of Otago offers many opportunities for the study of 

the Bible, the Biblical Languages, Church History, Ministry, Christian Thought and Pastoral 

Theology, both on-campus and to many students across Aotearoa New Zealand through our 

successful distance study programme. We are committed to serving Christian communities 

throughout the country. Semester 2 starts on July 6th and new enrolments are due by June 25th. 

For details of papers go to: https://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/papers/   and click on 

Semester 2 papers. Or see the attached poster.  

To enrol go to https://www.otago.ac.nz/study/enrolment/ 

 

Tax Donation Receipts 

Will accompany this week’s Effervescence!  If you are missing yours please let us know. Julie 

Otene Peoples Warden 

 

Donations to the Food Bank are able to be made through on line banking- 

account number 15 3942 0861123 00.    

 

Worship and other Resources for the Week: 

Diocesan Website https://www.wtanglican.nz/ is a wonderful go-to place for up-to-date information as 

well as a feast of resources.  

Taranaki Cathedral Website:  www.taranakicathedral.org.nz  

On the left of the menu bar is a tab "Worshipping during Lockdown"  

The menu items are ‘Resources for Lockdown Period’ which is a page containing some explanation and 

various links. Notably directly to folders in the Home Worship Library, our Face Book page and Easter 

Alive.  

The second menu item is "Home Worship Library" which directs you to a document library with a number 

of areas containing resources . These include service sheets and readings, there are also a selection of 

recordings of choral work. Particularly a folder for Holy Week. 

Scrolling down the home page you will see the latest blogs loaded to the website. These are being added to 

daily and this week included the seven words from the cross meditations, a link to the video of the 

commissioning service and the E-ffervescence newsletter.  

A bit further down again there is a list of upcoming events.  

At the top of the page there are other menus which link to content that is not specific to the current 

Lockdown.  

From anywhere on the website if you click the Cathedral Logo should get back to the top of the Home 

Page.  

 In our Home Worship Library you will find the following :  

·         Readings 

https://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/papers/
https://www.otago.ac.nz/study/enrolment/
https://www.wtanglican.nz/
http://www.taranakicathedral.org.nz/


·         Solo Organ works 

·         Hymns 

·         Choral Evensong: each Sunday and Wednesday during the lockdown. We are suggesting you light a 

candle at 5.00pm and play this recording. 

Taranaki Cathedral Facebook Page: 

• Easter Three Worship: email, website and Facebook- Live at 10 am 

• Faith Crew 

Zoom 

• Coffee Hang with Dan – 10-11.30 am Every Tuesday:  Instructions to join Zoom coffee: 1) 

Download the Zoom app (Zoom cloud meetings) 2) At Tuesday at 10am click on the below link or 

copy and paste it into your web browser and it will take you straight to the meeting (if you don't 

have Zoom installed, you will be given the option at this point) 3) Zoom link to join coffee group - 

https://zoom.us/j/553014152  4) We will use this same link until further notice (so keep it at the 

ready on Tuesdays!) 

       

Meditation of the Week! 

 

The following are the readings set for Ascension Day,  

which you may wish to read and reflect upon. 

https://zoom.us/j/553014152


Acts 1:1-11 

    In the first book, Theophilus, 

    I dealt with all that Jesus did and taught 

    until the day he was taken up, 

    after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit 

    to the apostles whom he had chosen. 

    He presented himself alive to them 

    by many proofs after he had suffered, 

    appearing to them during forty days 

    and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

    While meeting with them, 

    he enjoined them not to depart from Jerusalem, 

    but to wait for “the promise of the Father 

    about which you have heard me speak; 

    for John baptized with water, 

    but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” When they had gathered together 

they asked him, 

    “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

    He answered them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons 

    that the Father has established by his own authority. 

    But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, 

    and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 

    throughout Judea and Samaria, 

    and to the ends of the earth.” 

    When he had said this, as they were looking on, 

    he was lifted up, and a cloud took him from their sight. 



    While they were looking intently at the sky as he was going, 

    suddenly two men dressed in white garments stood beside them. 

    They said, “Men of Galilee, 

    why are you standing there looking at the sky? 

    This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven 

    will return in the same way as you have seen him going into heaven.” 

 

Psalm 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 

    God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: 

             a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

    All you peoples, clap your hands, 

    shout to God with cries of gladness, 

    For the LORD, the Most High, the awesome, 

    is the great king over all the earth. 

    God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: 

             a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

 

    God mounts his throne amid shouts of joy; 

    the LORD, amid trumpet blasts. 

    Sing praise to God, sing praise; 

    sing praise to our king, sing praise. 

    God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: 

             a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

 

    For king of all the earth is God; 



    sing hymns of praise. 

    God reigns over the nations, 

    God sits upon his holy throne. 

    God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: 

             a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

  

Ephesians 1:17-23 

    Brothers and sisters: 

    May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 

    give you a Spirit of wisdom and revelation 

    resulting in knowledge of him. 

    May the eyes of your hearts be enlightened, 

    that you may know what is the hope that belongs to his call, 

    what are the riches of glory 

    in his inheritance among the holy ones, 

    and what is the surpassing greatness of his power 

    for us who believe, 

    in accord with the exercise of his great might: 

    which he worked in Christ, raising him from the dead 

    and seating him at his right hand in the heavens, 

    far above every principality, authority, power, and dominion, 

    and every name that is named 

    not only in this age but also in the one to come. 

    And he put all things beneath his feet 

    and gave him as head over all things to the church, 



    which is his body, 

    the fullness of the one who fills all things in every way. 

  

 

Matthew 28:16-20 

 

As for the Eleven disciples, they went to Galilee, to 

the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 

When they saw Jesus, they bowed before him, 

although some doubted. Then Jesus approached 

them and said, "I have been given all authority in 

heaven and on earth. Go, therefore, and make 

disciples from all nations. Baptize them in the 

Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teach them to fulfill all that I have 

commanded you. I am with you always until the 

end of this world." 
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