
 

Friday 17 April 2020 

Welcome to Week Three of E-ffervescence… which means we have 

passed the third week of life in lockdown.  By the time you have 

receive this, the Government will have given information regarding 

possible moves to slightly more freedom.  Be assured that the Diocese 

is working to put procedures in place to ensure we are exercising due 

diligence in terms of our responsibilities at this time.  I have assured 

staff that they will be notified as soon as possible regarding any 

changes to the present situation, and you will receive it via this 

document next week.     

In the meantime…I pray that I continue to keep in touch with God and 

others through prayer, and that I can be sensitive to other’s 

idiosyncrasies’ and aware of my own, as we all do our best to negotiate 

this time of unprecedented change, uncertainty and loss.    

I remain very grateful for your prayers and messages.  It is certainly a 

bizarre time to begin community leadership of any kind!   Arohanui, 

Jacqui 

 

Now We are Three! 

Traditionally, our Cathedral Parish has required two wardens- a people’s warden, 

voted for democratically at the annual general meeting, and the Dean’s Warden, 

appointed by the Dean.  Now that we have two ‘Deans’ we require two 

‘Dean’s Wardens!  Mary Harker has graciously agreed to become our 

second “Dean’s Warden”, along with Sarah Foy, who will continue to lead 

in her competent and knowledgeable manner.  Julie Otene will continue as 

People’s Warden until such time as we can call an AGM, when there will be an 

opportunity to choose a new People’s Warden from those who have agreed to be nominated.   

 

Chapter and Vestry meet on Sunday 2pm via Zoom.  

We welcome Jay, Jacqui and Bishop Wai to their first meeting, 

 



From my bubble to your bubble 

A glimpse into life ‘behind the scenes’  

Life at the Paterson’s 

My husband Craig and I, enjoy living in our little cottage on Ballance 

Street, where we are surrounded by an acre of native bush.  It is a haven 

for the two of us!  We share our humble abode with Minnie, a cavoodle, 

and Elliot, a cat, rescued by the SPCA, and with the tenacity to stand up 

for himself when Minnie demands his attention.  

This photo is the view from my study window.  I 

look out this window while I participate in 

Morning Prayer, and am often joined by Keruru, 

Piwakawaka, Tui and other birds.  I am 

surrounded by objects and memories that I love, 

along with my historical book collection. I have 

much to be thankful for! This delightful cartoon 

sums up the best of my life at present… 

The two of us have manged to keep our routines 

in place throughout lockdown so far- the difference being that Craig doesn’t have to drive to 

Pukeiti, where he works as a gardener, and I work from my home study.  He is tacking our section 

with a vengeance, (forty large rubbish bags of ginger removed in a day!), while I keep myself 

constructively employed with all the requirements of my Cathedral Parish, Archdeaconry and 

Diocesan responsibilities.  I can often be ‘zooming’ for hours daily!   

Of course, life is not all work- even if it is rewarding work.  Our adult 

sons, Nick and Tom, keep in touch regularly, as do our mothers and 

friends.  I am savouring Hillary Mantel’s latest publication, as well as 

enjoying the choices of viewing available on-line, reading, lots of walks, 

Pilates and probably far too much food!   

 

@ Home 

Kia Ora Whanau 

I trust you all had a blessed and chocolate filled Easter.  This week in the McVey household we have two 

events:  firstly, the kids are back at “school” and secondly, our middle daughter has a birthday.  Both these 

things are to be different versions of what they normally are.  We are incredibly blessed in that both the 

schools associated with our family have taken extraordinary lengths to ensure home based learning be as 

fun and stress-free as possible.  I must confess to having had wobbles around how to manage facilitating 

kids learning, my own job (both as mother, wife, chief cook and bottle washer) and studies, as I am a 

student again after a 15-year break!  As far as the birthday goes, I am sad not to be able to offer a gathering 



with friends, heaps of presents and the rest, but I am convinced that we have everything we need to make 

the day memorable. 

This brings me to where I am now.  Easter was busy and jolly for the most part.  We had lots of fun putting 

together Faith Crew and Pukeko Stomp sessions and it was wonderful seeing the creativity of some of our 

Lego designers.  However, for me, it was interspersed with tears; real sadness at not being with my beloved 

family in South Africa to celebrate my father’s 80th birthday and I did have a big Easter day meltdown.  

But then Samuel asked me to build a Lego plane and this is where 

God truly met me.  I needed a very particular blue piece and as I 

sifted through the hundreds of blue bits looking for this very 

particular one, I was struck by how very like this my life is now.  I can 

spend time looking for what I think I need; convinced that only this 

one thing will do. But back to the Lego… I could not find the bit, so 

grudgingly decided to just use something else for now.  Lo and 

behold, as I was looking for another bit in the grey box, there, 

winking up at me was the bit I had been looking for in the first place! 

A timely reminder that God gives me what I need when I need it.  Most of the time I am not sure what this 

is, but it still works out. I just must trust Him.  And I do.  

 On Easter Sunday afternoon, we took a walk to the beach near our house 

and there, on the path was my name spelled out in sticks.  I knew it was for 

me, because one of my Pukeko Stomp friends had said her little boy had left 

that for me earlier in the day, as he knows that is one of my regular routes. 

Again, Jesus met me in that beautiful simple message of love, left there in the 

dirt. For me. 

Dear friends, my prayer for you is that you too are given some glimpses of 

our Lord’s love and care for you in the mess and challenge that faces you.  

And that you know you are loved and prayed for by me.  Always.  Arohanui  Cath  

   

Worship and other Resources for the Week: 

Diocesan Website https://www.wtanglican.nz/ is a wonderful go-to place for up-to-date information as 

well as a feast of resources.  

Taranaki Cathedral Website:  www.taranakicathedral.org.nz  

On the left of the menu bar is a tab "Worshipping during Lockdown"  

The menu items are ‘Resources for Lockdown Period’ which is a page 

containing some explanation and various links. Notably directly to 

folders in the Home Worship Library, our Face Book page and Easter 

Alive.  

The second menu item is "Home Worship Library" which directs you 

to a document library with a number of areas containing resources . 

These include service sheets and readings, there are also a selection of 

recordings of choral work. Particularly a folder for Holy Week. 

https://www.wtanglican.nz/
http://www.taranakicathedral.org.nz/


Scrolling down the home page you will see the latest blogs loaded to the website. These are being added to 

daily and this week included the seven words from the cross meditations, a link to the video of the 

commissioning service and the E-ffervescence newsletter.  

A bit further down again there is a list of upcoming events.  

At the top of the page there are other menus which link to content that is not specific to the current 

Lockdown.  

From anywhere on the website if you click the Cathedral Logo should get back to the top of the Home 

Page.  

 In our Home Worship Library you will find the 

following :  

·         Readings 

·         Solo Organ works 

·         Hymns 

·         Choral Evensong: each Sunday and Wednesday 

during the lockdown. We are suggesting you light a 

candle at 5.00pm and play this recording. 

Taranaki Cathedral Facebook Page: 

• Low Sunday Worship: email, website and 

Facebook- Live at 10 am 

• Faith Crew 

We are learning as we go regarding our on-line worship.  We now have the confidence to offer for others to 

take part, if they are prepared to video themselves via their computers, and email to Dan or myself for 

editing.  Please let us know if you are keen, and we can send you a copy of the reading/prayer.  The less of 

my face you see the better!  

Zoom 

• Coffee Hang with Dan – 10-11.30 am Every Tuesday:  Instructions to join Zoom coffee: 1) 

Download the Zoom app (Zoom cloud meetings) 2) At Tuesday at 10am click on the below link or 

copy and paste it into your web browser and it will take you straight to the meeting (if you don't 

have Zoom installed, you will be given the option at this point) 3) Zoom link to join coffee group - 

https://zoom.us/j/553014152  4) We will use this same link until further notice (so keep it at the 

ready on Tuesdays!) 

Music with Christopher 

Hello everyone. Thank you for your encouraging feedback on the virtual liturgies 

that I’m providing. A reminder that while the lockdown continues, I will be 

providing Choral Evensong on Sunday and Wednesday evenings featuring some of 

the finest Choirs from around the world. And for those of you who may have missed 

it, on Easter Day I provided a 1957 recording of Eater Matins from King’s College, 

Cambridge. For those of you interested, you can listen to the recording at this link: 

https://zoom.us/j/553014152


https://stmarynp.sharepoint.com/:u:/s/CathedralLibrary/EZvx6UbfSBVKvbpavMtj4kEBNVkOKtfNd-3L4-

ofK1YEnA?e=Zyb6xM 

In light of the fact that I’m not giving any performances at the moment, yesterday I provided a live concert 

performance recording from my time at St Mark’s Church, Fitzroy in Melbourne where I served as the 

Organist/Director of Music for 9 years. During my time at St Mark’s I produced an annual concert series of 

5-6 concerts each year which financially supported the Choral Scholarship Programme I established at St 

Mark’s in 2002 (and still continues to this day).  

Yesterday's performance is from May 2004 and is the debut performance of The Reicha Quintet - a 

woodwind quintet (flute, oboe, clarinet, French horn and bassoon) of Melbourne musicians including 

Amelia on flute and myself on clarinet and some friends who were studying at the Melbourne University 

Conservatorium and the Victorian College of the Arts. The performance includes works by Czech-born 

French composer Anton Reicha (considered by many musicologists as the “father of the woodwind 

quintet”), British composer Peter Warlock and Hungarian composer Ferenc Farkas. 

Amelia and I hope you enjoy this performance in the beautiful acoustics of St Mark’s. And please do 

forward this on to others who may also enjoy it. The concert can be found at this link: 

https://stmarynp.sharepoint.com/:u:/s/CathedralLibrary/EV69VcLaJ0FDgrn2UtuxWpsB5mxpITf2ZLfFNik

QWPIsxg?e=FM15ND 

I shall also prepare a number of other live concert recordings from St Mark’s, including from the Australian 

Army Band Melbourne and The Choir of St Mark’s, Fitzroy. They can be found in the Organ Music & 

Concerts folder at this link: 

https://stmarynp.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/CathedralLibrary/EusJ_OaKW1RKsZVDcMPiX3ABBS6ccYnOKGu0X

4ZQGtvC4w?e=TP1fo0 

I’m also considering recording some of my hymn lectures from the past five years which not only includes 

a history into the writers and composers of some of our much-loved hymns, but also some musical 

examples. I’ll give you an update as to how this progresses in the next newsletter.  Christopher 

        

Meditation of the Week! 

(long but profound!) 

In a Time of Distance  

The unexpected always happens in the way 

The unexpected has always occurred: 

While we are doing something else, 

While we are thinking of altogether 

Different things – matters that events 

Then show to be every bit as unimportant 

As our human concerns so often are; 

And then, with the unexpected upon us, 



We look at one another with a sort of surprise; 

How could things possibly turn out this way 

When we are so competent, so pleased 

With the elaborate systems we’ve created – 

Networks and satellites, intelligent machines, 

Pills for every eventuality – except this one? 

And so we turn again to face one another 

And discover those things 

We had almost forgotten, 

But that, mercifully, are still there: 

Love and friendship, not just for those 

To whom we are closest, but also for those 

Whom we do not know and of whom 

Perhaps we have in the past been frightened; 

The words brother and sister, powerful still, 

Are brought out, dusted down, 

Found to be still capable of expressing 

What we feel for others, that precise concern; 

Joined together in adversity 

We discover things we had put aside: 

Old board games with obscure rules, 

Books we had been meaning to read, 

Letters we had intended to write, 

Things we had thought we might say 

But for which we never found the time; 

And from these discoveries of self, of time, 

There comes a new realisation 

That we have been in too much of hurry, 

That we have misused our fragile world, 

That we have forgotten the claims of others 

Who have been left behind; 

We find that out in our seclusion, 



In our silence; we commit ourselves afresh, 

We look for a few bars of song 

That we used to sing together, 

A long time ago; we give what we can, 

We wait, knowing that when this is over 

A lot of us – not all perhaps – but most, 

Will be slightly different people, 

And our world, though diminished, 

Will be much bigger, its beauty revealed afresh. 

By Alexander McCall Smith 

 

You may wish to prepare for worship on April 19, 2020, Low Sunday, 

by reading and reflecting on the scripture in advance. 

  

Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
2:14a But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, 

2:22 "You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you 

by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you 

yourselves know- 

2:23 this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you 

crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 

2:24 But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be 

held in its power. 

2:25 For David says concerning him, 'I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand 

so that I will not be shaken; 

2:26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will live in hope. 

2:27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let 

your Holy One experience corruption. 

2:28 You have made known to me the ways of life; you 

will make me full of gladness with your presence.' 

2:29 "Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of 

our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, 

and his tomb is with us to this day. 

2:30 Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had 

sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his 

descendants on his throne. 

2:31 Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, 'He was not 

abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.' 

2:32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. 

 



Psalm 16 
16:1 Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 

16:2 I say to the LORD, "You are my Lord; I have no good apart from you." 

16:3 As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble, in whom is all my delight. 

16:4 Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows; their drink offerings of blood I will not 

pour out or take their names upon my lips. 

16:5 The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. 

16:6 The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; I have a goodly heritage. 

16:7 I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me. 

16:8 I keep the LORD always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 

16:9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also rests secure. 

16:10 For you do not give me up to Sheol, or let your faithful one see the Pit. 

16:11 You show me the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy; in your right hand are 

pleasures forevermore. 

 

1 Peter 1:3-9 
1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a 

new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

1:4 and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 

1:5 who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed 

in the last time. 

1:6 In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 

1:7 so that the genuineness of your faith--being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is 

tested by fire--may be found to result in praise and glory and honour when Jesus Christ is 

revealed. 

1:8 Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you 

believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 

1:9 for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 

John 20:19-31 
20:19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 

the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, "Peace be with you." 

20:20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when 

they saw the Lord. 

20:21 Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." 

20:22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 

20:23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 

retained." 

20:24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came. 

20:25 So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see 

the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his 

side, I will not believe." 

20:26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 

the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 

20:27 Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and 



put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." 

20:28 Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" 

20:29 Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 

have not seen and yet have come to believe." 

20:30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 

book. 

20:31 But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 

God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
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