
 Moved By Faith, Growing In Grace 

 

Community collaboration forms the foundations of All Saints Anglican 

Parish in Matamata. The original wooden church (still standing on site) was 

built in 1908 after Anglican, Presbyterian, Catholic and Methodist townsfolk 

got together and agreed to work collectively to raise funds for the 

construction of each other’s churches.   

 

As the town and surrounding farms and horse studs thrived, so too did the 

Anglican community. During a golden era between 1952 and 1962 the 

energetic and driven parish added a church hall, new vicarage and new 

church building (the one standing today) to their site. 

 

All Saints’ Vicar, the Reverend Andrew Evans, says the same can-do attitude remains within the parish community 

today and was particularly evident during the Covid-19 lockdown when parishioners were determined that, even 

though they couldn’t meet as a church, they could still practise being the church. 

 

Aware that Matamata has a lot of older and single people, Reverend Evans (along with Vicar’s Warden Ken Fletcher 

and People’s Warden Mary Lasenby and other members of the congregation) did a town-wide flyer drop inviting 

people to become part of an outreach programme that would provide practical help (weekly shopping runs, urgent 

assistance etc) and emotional support during lockdown.  

 

The initiative was popular and incredibly well received. A good number of people, from the parish and the wider town, 

were thankful for the assistance and fellowship (one lady even asked if they could find someone to cut her hair!) with 

many more getting in touch to say how moved and comforted they were by the offer. 

 



Rev Evans says that as well as being back to its regular outreach and involvement in community programmes like 

Food Bank and Meals on Wheels, the church is continuing to support people emotionally as many have found the 

return to Level 2 – and the sense of fatigue and uncertainty it has brought – harder than the initial lockdown period. 

 

All Saints recently developed a new vision – Moved By Faith, Growing In Grace – whose motif is a large tree (a nod to 

nearby Hobbiton’s famous Party Tree).  Rev Evans says the tree represents not only what the church gives its 

community – sustenance, shelter, Tūrangawaewae – but what its congregation in turn wants to give back to the wider 

Matamata community. 

 
What Is A Deacon? 

By Rev Daryl Smart 

 

The deacon is one who serves, following the 

example set by our first deacon, Jesus Christ. 

 

Like Jesus did, a deacon helps reveal the divine nature and reality of God. They are called to display 

divinity in their life and ministry. 

 

The deacon is one who waits. They are never in charge. They are the servant of others – of God, of the 

Bishop, of the congregation. 

 

They have a voice: It is their task to read the Lord’s Gospel, not preach their own. 

 

They are a servant: While others preside at the Lord’s table, they are the waiter, the attendant. 

 

Is there anything at all that is peculiar to the deacon? Are they given powers that are afforded to no one 

else? The answer is “No”. There is nothing they can do which others cannot do.  

 

But this ordinariness is exactly what defines them. They have no power. They are a servant. They are 

entrusted with the ministry of Christ, the man who washed his servants’ feet. The deacon embodies the 

service of the Lord who made himself servant to us all. 

 
 

+CONNECT with Rev Daryl Smart 
Reverend Daryl Smart is a familiar face at the Cathedral Church of St Peter 

in Hamilton having worshipped there for the past 22 years. A lifelong member 

of Anglican churches throughout the Waikato (including St Johns in Te 

Awamutu, St Andrews in Cambridge and Holy Trinity in Forest Lake, 

Hamilton), Daryl received his calling  after joining St Peter’s parish. 

 

Over the past two decades he has served as a welcomer, server, verger, 

MC, & now deacon at the Cathedral. He particularly enjoys teaching & 

working with young people in St Peter’s Crucifers & Acolytes programme. 

When he’s not at the Cathedral you’ll find him enjoying the outdoors and 

riding his bike around the streets of Hamilton. 

 

 
 


