
 We Are The Church 
St Andrew’s Church, Inglewood, Taranaki 

 

January 27, 2019 was a difficult day 

for Reverend Robyn Freeman and the 

small but devoted parish of St 

Andrew’s in Inglewood, Taranaki. It 

was the last time they were able to 

gather and worship in the Frank 

Messenger designed church which 

has stood on its Rata Street site since 

1923. 

 

Like so many of our churches up and 

down New Zealand (more than 100 by 

current estimates), St Andrews had been deemed an earthquake risk and would need to be closed. 

 

“It certainly wasn’t easy to walk out and lock the door,” remembers Reverend Freeman.  

 

However, she says that in many ways the loss has strengthened the parish who have, as they have done 

for the past 140 years, simply gotten on with getting things done. Services now take place in the modest 

church hall next door, which St Andrew’s happily shares with groups like a local dance studio. 

 

A beautifully simple wooden cross, crafted from an original wooden pew dating back to 1877 when St 

Andrews was a small wooden church on nearby Cutfield Street, reminds visitors of the enduring faith of the 

people of this parish. 

October 2020 



 

“There has been an amazing response. Nobody has 

moaned or groaned. People are just genuinely glad to be 

able to come together as a congregation – especially in light 

of the past 6 months. I certainly don’t think of us as a parish 

without a church. We are the church.” 

 

And a busy church at that! Alongside home communions, 

rest home ministry and pastoral care visits, St Andrews 

organises the breadth of ministry, parish activities and 

community outreach you’d expect from a congregation many 

times its size.  

 

There’s a monthly parents’ support group which holds 

workshops ranging from first aid and gardening to sugar free 

cooking and a craft group which older locals come to for 

fellowship. At a bi-monthly afternoon tea deep conversations 

flow with the help of a devotional booklet Munch & Enjoy 

lovingly produced by parishioner Joyce Callaghan. 

 

Twice a year St Andrew’s invites a guest from outside 

Inglewood (from Radio Rhema, the Hospital Chaplain, 

Barnabas Society etc) to preach at their Sunday service and 

then afterwards (before a shared lunch) to present to the 

congregation around their area of interest. Members from other local churches and the North Taranaki 

Archdeaconry are invited and attend. 

 

Preserves, eggs and the usual assortment of second hand treasures are sold from church op shop Nearly 

New and the proceeds support a variety of missions including Habitat for Humanity, Mukti Mission and 

projects from the Anglican Missions Board. Three times a year (including at Harvest Festival) St Andrew’s 

has a Foodbank drive and at Christmas time they put together hampers for families chosen by the local 

Plunket Nurse. They alternate yearly between holding a mid-winter Christmas dinner (complete with quiz 

and entertainment) and a series of luncheons hosted in parishioners homes. 

 

Despite (or perhaps because of) this vast array of activity the parishioners, including Vestry Chair Kevin 

Rowan, Vestry Secretary Graeme Sykes and People’s Warden Maureen Wellstood, are energised and 

enthusiastic. 

 

“St Andrews is an amazing team. We all do what we can with what God has gifted us and know that we are 

exactly where God wants us to be. We really do try to live our vision statement and be ‘a blessing to 

others’,” says Reverend Freeman. 

 

 

The wooden cross which hangs in St 
Andrew’s Hall was crafted by Ian Cheyne 
and the late Graeme Small using a pew 
from the original St Andrew’s church 
which was built in 1877 and moved to 
the current site by bullock cart in 1919 
(the stucco church was built in 1922) 


