
Creating A Not-So-Silly Season 

Gifts & Traditions That Put The Christ Back In Xmas   
 

Looking for a little seasonal inspiration?  Connected asked some of our senior diocesan leaders to 

share their advent traditions and some ideas for how we can make gifting a little less commercial. 

As well as the ideas shared here, The Venerable Terry Ellis (Archdeacon for Piako and Vicar of St 

Paul’s Paeroa) has contributed his thoughts on surviving Advent with joy in your heart in the next 

article. 

 

Advent traditions 

Advent is a time to prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ and his second coming. During advent 

in Lance Pilbrow’s family home they have four candles (Hope, Peace, Love, Joy) which they light 

at dinner time, taking turns to  share a few words on the theme and what it has meant to them that 

day.  

 

Here’s an Advent Wreath idea 

Archdeacon Joyce Marcon shared 

that can easily be adapted for your 

family (or a group you are part of)… 

Get four pieces of light card stock 

(three purple and one pink). Each 

week invite people to write prayers, 

suggestions for good deeds or other 
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ideas that fit with that week’s theme on the card. Week 1 = hope, week 2 = peace, week 3 = love, 

week 4 = joy. At the end of each week, roll the paper into a cylinder and attach a paper flame to 

the top and place in a wreath of greenery (anything from garden foliage to crumpled up crepe 

paper!). Voila, an inspiring wreath! 

 

Instead of hiding the Elf on the Shelf you could try this idea from Archdeacon Joyce. Have Mary 

and Joseph figures and move them around your home – symbolising Mary & Joseph’s journey 

to Bethlehem – and invite the rest of the family to find them.    

 

Our Diocesan Director of Mission, Education and Vocation Stephen Black suggests an Advent 

Calendar with a difference… Rather than opening doors and removing treats, mark the lead up to 

Christmas by adding characters to a nativity scene. By reversing things you’ll find your family 

building towards Christmas rather than in countdown mode. 

 

For those of you with small people around (either your own children or visiting grandchildren or 

relatives) Strandz, the hub of Children and Families ministry in the Anglican Dioceses of New 

Zeland, has some wonderful and easy Advent craft ideas and downloads. You can check them out 

HERE. 

 

Before we move on from Advent inspiration to talk about ideas for gifts, here’s something that 

crosses both camps… Shoebox Christmas work alongside low decile schools & pre-schools, 

Women's Refuge, and community organisations to deliver Christmas presents, wrapped in a 

shoebox, to kids who could do with an extra smile on Christmas Day. You can help out by creating 

your own shoebox of gifts and donating it to the team to distribute. 

 

Guilt-free giving 

If you are looking for ways to make 

Christmas gifting a little less 

commercial this year then check out 

these wonderful ideas. 

 

You could think about adopting the 

same gift giving mantra as the 

Pilbrow’s: “Something to READ, 

Something we NEED (eg, a tool, 

swim goggles etc), something 

to WEAR and something 

to SHARE (e.g. a soccer ball, board 

game, something you play with 

others).” 

 

The Very Reverend Wendy Scott, Dean of the Waikato Cathedral Church of St Peter and her 

peeps are running a re-gifting program during advent. As she explains; “The idea is, that we all 

have gifts that we’ve never used or opened. It’s not that we didn’t love the giver, but the gift wasn’t 

our taste – so we’re  asking our cathedral family to re-gift these presents to the cathedral.   

https://www.strandz.org.nz/advent--christmas.html
https://www.shoeboxchristmas.co.nz/


 

“They will be gathered and wrapped by our young people and be given on Christmas day to the 

people attending the Hamilton Community Christmas Lunch we are hosting. So many agencies 

give gifts to children but often the adults get forgotten and for many attending our lunch, this gift 

may be the only present they receive this year.” If you’d like to contribute get in touch with Wendy 

at dean@stpeter.org.nz 

 

Stephen Black is a fan of second-hand shopping and says, “Everyone wins! Any money you 

spend is in itself a donation, the gift is an act of sustainability, and you can be pretty confident they 

won’t get two of the same thing!”. 

 

It is increasingly common for people to make a donation to a charity on behalf of someone. With 

an increasing number of charities like Tearfund and Oxfam you can select a gift to give someone 

in need on behalf of someone else. 

 

Archdeacon Joyce reminds 

us that the Anglican Missions 

team have an array of worthy 

projects people can donate to 

on behalf of someone.  She 

says selecting 

appropriate ones is a fun task 

for the giver and makes the 

recipients feel proud. Have a 

look at the projects currently 

being supported HERE 

 
Advent Survival Guide 

By The Venerable Terry Ellis, Archdeacon for Piako & Vicar of St Paul’s Paeroa 
 

Advent, the beginning of the silly season where we pack in as much as we can before Christmas 

Day arrives! Presents to organise, food to get ready or planned for,  services to prepare for and all 

those end of year functions! It’s like the record player was set to 331/3 for most of the year and 

suddenly we have decided to increase the speed to 78 (you 

can tell what generation I belong to!). 

 

In the past when asked about Christmas I have often remarked 

that I look forward to the end of the Christmas Day service 

because then I can sit down, put my feet up, relax and not give 

a thought to the next day or the day following! The silly season! 

However, the silly season is of my own making and that was 

the turning point for me in creating a meaningful advent that 

wasn’t driven by  all the happenings around me. 

 

mailto:dean@stpeter.org.nz
https://www.tearfund.org.nz/Donate/Gift-for-Life.aspx
https://www.oxfam.org.nz/product-category/unwrapped/christmas-gifts/
https://angmissions.org.nz/projects


I’ve spent so many years preparing others for Advent  that my personal advent was being lost. If 

Advent is a time of preparation then I need to take the necessary time to prepare myself.  So I 

made some decisions to keep me focused on what was really important. 

1. Keep Advent simple and resist the temptation of busyness …. And not feel guilty!  

2. To read “A Christmas Carol” or watch the film because I love the idea of Christmas Past 

(the historical Christmas) Christmas present (How am I living Christmas now … what does 

it mean to have Jesus born afresh in me?) and Christmas Future (Would I be ready if 

Jesus returned in my lifetime?). 

3. I try to take “snatches” of time during each day to simply  be with God … be with Jesus and 

marvel at the simplicity of the Christmas story and consciously join   Mary and Joseph in 

their advent journey  to Bethlehem and beyond.  

4. To use an “Advent Devotional”. Last year it was The Greatest Gift by Ann Voskamp 

(Tyndale House, 2013). One reading and reflection was on Isaiah 11 – out of the stump of 

Jesse – with the following questions to reflect on a. In what ways do you feel like the lifeless 

stump, longing for a tender shoot of hope? b. What are you waiting for, yearning for this 

season and c. Where can you see new life coming in what you may have considered dead? 

5. I remind myself of the “Advent Conspiracy” (Can Christmas still change the World?) which 

is based on 

                           a. Spend less.  b.  Give More    c. Worship fully    d. Love all 

 

If you are after an inspiring read I recommend these two books:   

Advent Conspiracy, Zondervan, 2009 (here’s a Youtube clip) 

Unplugging the Christmas Machine, Jo Robinson & Jean Coppock Staehell, Harper books 1991 

 

The older I have become the more I value times of quiet, contemplation and reflection, to enjoy 

being rather than an over emphasis on doing! Although my list above may seem to emphasise 

doing I have found they have given me a structure to be, to give myself time and permission to be 

and thus prepare and enjoy Advent and Christmas. This helps me to wrestle back from the secular 

world the essentials of Christmas. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2yfnlhvmr-k


 

Advent Study 
Resource 
A new Diocesan Advent study resource 

is now available for individuals and 

groups.  

 

It is made up of three reflections 

(preparation, hope, and joy) each of 

which includes questions, space for 

reflection and short Bible reading plans. 

The final section lists assorted Advent 

resources (books, websites, poetry, art, 

music, films, etc) that you may find 

useful as you engage with this important 

season of the church.  

 

Electronic copies of this full-colour 

booklet are free, hard-copies (A3, 

colour, saddle-staple) can be printed for 

a small donation.  

 

For more information 

contact stephen@wtanglican.nz. 
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