
A Life Full Of Mission 
by Mai & Dan Lander 

 

Kia ora! We are Mai and Dan Lander (and Bobby, Thom and Jake, our three boys). I (Mai) am a 

mum and graphic designer. I (Dan) am a dad and priest at the Taranaki Cathedral of St Mary in 

Ngāmotu (New Plymouth). Together we have taken up the role of diocesan representatives in 

Overseas Mission - Tikanga Pākehā working group (OM-TP). You're welcome. 

 

While we are both new to OM-TP, we thought we would share a little bit about who we are, our 

experiences with overseas mission, and some of our hopes and dreams for how we can think 

about and engage with mission 

in our diocese. 

 

Together we spent nearly six 

years living and working in a 

red-light area in Kolkata, India. 

In Kolkata, we worked in a 

business that provided an 

employment alternative for girls 

wanting to exit the sex industry. 

The company made fair-trade 

bags and t-shirts, predominately 

for export. As well as giving 

women an alternative 
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employment opportunity, the business sought to provide a safe and supportive environment where 

women could begin to deal with their brutal pasts, create pathways to flourish and, through daily 

rhythms rooted in the transforming love of Jesus, encounter God.  

 

For us, our life and work was a shared journey with the community. Amid our shared life of work 

and play in Kolkata, a life that oscillated between heartbreak and hope, we too met God in 

disruptive, transforming and life-giving ways. 

 

Aboriginal activist Lilla Watson said, "If you have come to help us don't bother. But if you have 

come because you understand that your liberation is bound up with my liberation, then let's work 

together."   

 

The quote is somewhat of a mantra for us: it guided and informed our time in Kolkata, it shapes us 

now, and informs how we think about mission. For us, mission is not about going and saving; it is 

about finding what God is already doing, in communities and amongst people, and participating in 

that. It is about confronting injustice and creating opportunities for people to be all they can be. It is 

about making spaces where people can encounter the transforming love of God.  

 

Mission is (or at least should be) wholistic. The beauty is that, as we engage in that work, in 

whatever form that might take, we have the opportunity to be challenged, inspired and transformed 

too. Our liberation is bound together.  

 

So, watch this space! Currently we’re 

learning more about OM-TP, our 

involvement with OM-TP, the diocese, 

and its involvement in mission (which 

we hear is fantastic). We hope to 

create excitement and energy around 

what God is doing in the world. We 

hope to make meaningful connections 

between the various communities here 

and abroad that challenge and inspire. 

Ultimately, we hope to see God's 

shalom come to earth in new and 

transforming ways.  

 

 



 

Join The Mahi 
Volunteers Needed for  

Hamilton Community Christmas Lunch 

by Blythe Cody 
 

I come from the beautiful state of Pennsylvania in the USA, which means that November is the 

month when I celebrate Thanksgiving. If you have never had the pleasure of celebrating an 

American Thanksgiving meal, you have no idea the feast you are missing out on! Sure, the turkey, 

mashed potatoes, stuffing and pumpkin pie are worth looking forward to; mostly, though, it is the 

joy of gathering with my family that I most anticipate. It is hard to find a holiday that has escaped 

commercialization in the US. However, Thanksgiving largely remains a day to gather with family 

and loved ones; breathe a grateful sigh that you are together again, remember those who have 

much less, and joyfully reflect on the goodness you have found in the year.  

 

How appropriate, then, that I am announcing in November the Diocese’s new involvement in the 

Hamilton Community Christmas Lunch! In previous years, the hosting of this lunch has been 

shared between the Hamilton Central Baptist and The Salvation Army, each church taking turns to 

host. Last year, however, the Salvation Army made a decision to step down from hosting the lunch 

in order to focus on other ministries. And we have decided to step up! How exciting!  

 

The lunch hosts around 200 guests and volunteers, providing a place for those who are alone to 

celebrate Christmas in community. This year has been unlike any other we have travelled through. 

We pass through Thanksgiving as we enter Advent, and the hope that we carry with us sustains 

us, and models new life to the world.  

 

Consider this your invitation to plant 

thankfulness and hope. As we prepare 

for this lunch we will be looking for a 

large team of volunteers to help with a 

variety of different tasks, and we will 

also need donations of food and money. 

If you are interested, please let me 

know. Blythe Cody  

blythe@stpeter.org.nz 021 065 8963 
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