
 Reopening Brings Deep Joy 
St Paul’s Church, Huntly, Waikato 

 

After spending the past two years closed because of earthquake risk, this coming Sunday 

(November 15th) the congregation of St Paul’s Huntly will join with Archbishop Philip to celebrate 

the church’s reopening. 

 

“There is deep joy from parishioners – and I must admit, it gave me a real thrill to step through the 

doors again for the first time. It has been wonderful to see parishioners walk in and marvel,” says 

Archdeacon Joyce Marcon. 

 

With a small congregation the 

decision was made to take a 

pragmatic, achievable approach to 

remediating the earthquake risk 

and reopening the church. 

External scaffolding now braces 

the neogothic building built out of 

the distinctive local Huntly brick. 

 

“It may not be the prettiest 

solution, but we have done what 

was required to get the church 

open and that feels like a huge 

blessing,” she says. 
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Archdeacon Joyce says that during the two years the church has been closed, the people of St 

Paul’s have been “patient and persistent” – continuing with church-based activities, keeping up 

their important community work and continuing to come together and worship. 

 

“With the exception of a monthly market that we had hosted on the grounds that has moved 

elsewhere, nothing has stopped during the past two years. No one saw this as a challenge that 

was beyond us.  

 

“This has been a real community effort – from people both within and outside of the parish. We 

don’t have any stipended clergy in the Parish, but people have stepped in and stepped up. The 

Archbishop has provided his assistance and we have developed a very warm relationship with the 

engineers helping us reopen the church.” 

 

During the closure, Archdeacon Joyce says the people of St Pauls have counted their blessings 

rather than their burdens.  

 

“We are very lucky that as well as our beloved church we have a hall and our old vicarage, 

Friendship House, which was converted into a community services centre some time ago. The hall 

is nice and light and airy and holding services there has probably seen us become a little less 

formal. We haven’t seen any drop off in numbers – and in fact have recently welcomed new 

people into the church.” 

 

St Paul’s was established in 1893 and was originally a mother church to several others throughout 

the surrounding district. Continuing excellent relationships with other churches is another aspect of 

the parish’s identity that has continued to flourish despite the building’s closure. 

 

Huntly’s churches have a proud tradition of working together and joining together often for 

ecumenical services. Similarly, St Paul’s has strong ties with its Anglican counterpart in 

Ngāruawāhia and the two parishes worship together at regular intervals during the year. 

 

As for the future, Archdeacon Joyce says there 

is a lot of positivity within the wider Huntly 

community and the church. 

 

“Huntly has had its share of setbacks and there 

remains real need within the community. But with 

new opportunities – like Sleepyhead moving its 

factory here soon and new building and 

development already underway – there is a 

sense of optimism too.” 

 

“We have been part of this town for 125 years. 

Moving forward St Paul’s will continue to be a 

place where people know they can come for 

worship, fellowship and assistance.” 


