
 

 Christmas Consumerism  
Spending For The Glory Of God? 

By Joseph Sunde 
 

The Christmas shopping season is well underway—

and with it, a peculiar blend of hyper-generosity and 

hyper-consumerism. Indeed, while many celebrate the 

social and spiritual glories of gift-giving and merriment, 

others are quick to warn about the steady creep of 

materialism and self-indulgence. 

 

Over at Made to Flourish, Matt Rusten explores these 

tensions, asking, “Does worshipping the Christ of 

Christmas necessarily conflict with the proliferation of 

shopping and festivities during the holiday season?” 

 

The complaints are many, as Rusten aptly 

summarises: “The hustle and bustle and shopping of 

Christmas is killing us,” we are told. “We are wasting 

money on things we don’t need. We are tired and 

exhausted. We have no joy, and we hate having to buy 

lists of worthless gifts for others. We fill our schedules 

with holiday parties that have nothing to do with Christ,  

and all the while we forget the reason for the season.” 

November 2020 

British artist Banksy’s  
2004 screen-print  
Christ with Shopping Bags  
 

https://www.madetoflourish.org/resources/spending-to-the-glory-of-god-rethinking-consumerism-at-christmas/


 

Such concerns are not without merit, to be sure. Temptations of avarice abound. Yet as we create 

and consume and respond within that void, we should remember: the incarnation promotes 

an honest reckoning with the material world, not an over-spiritualized escape from it. 

 

Christmas reminds us of a man who brought heaven to earth—healing hearts, restoring 

relationships, and spreading abundance across everyday life. If we truly believe that whole-life 

redemption is at the heart of the season, it would certainly seem possible to participate in festive 

generosity without succumbing to the stuff. The Christmas story doesn’t just have the power to 

inspire and transform our giving, but also our receiving—not just our producing, but also 

our consuming. 

 

“If we condemn spending during the season of Christ’s birth, we are not necessarily being biblical,” 

Rusten explains, speaking specifically to pastors who are prone to scorn consumerism. 

“Congregation members who have shops or businesses that serve these ends should not be 

shamed. If eating and drinking can be done to the glory of God, so can spending and celebrating.” 

 

To shift our imaginations in this direction, Rusten encourages us to reflect on the following key 

themes. While these, too, are tailored for pastors (guiding “the way we think about shepherding 

our congregations during the busy Christmas seasons”), each offers plenty for the rest of us to 

consider as we seek to be better stewards of intersection between celebration and creative 

service. 

1. Big celebrations and big spending 

…Celebration regularly shows up on the 

pages of the Bible, from God rejoicing in 

his creation (Gen 1-2), to the various 

feasts he commanded for his people 

Israel (Lev 23), to sending angels to 

announce his birth (Luke 2), to the 

consummation of all things, in which God 

is planning not a church service, but a 

giant wedding banquet (Rev 19)…In 

Deuteronomy 14:22-29, the Israelites 

were commanded to bring a tenth of their 

grains and fruits (harvest) to the temple 

each year, turn it in for money, and to 

spend the money on a big celebration 

incorporating their favourite foods and 

drinks. 

On the surface, then, God is not opposed to his people throwing large celebrations for the purpose 

of rejoicing and celebrating all that he has provided.  



 

2. Showing kindness and grace to workers  

There is no doubt that the Christmas shopping season is often filled with hustle and bustle. 

Disgust with long shopping lines, bad traffic, and pressure in gift-buying can lead people to act 

badly. Workers in stores and restaurants often bear the brunt of our bad behaviour. How might the 

church spark the imagination of people to show grace, kindness, and generosity to workers? A 

warm smile, a kind word, and an outsized tip are tangible expressions of Christ-like love. 

 

As consumers, we have countless opportunities to love our neighbours across the economic 

order. The holiday season gives us another chance to consider how might we honour and bless 

those who are working and serving. 

 

3. Thoughtful and intentional spending 

Every purchase we make is a vote. We not only buy products at a price, we also support 

businesses. How might people consider who they want to support in their buying? A small 

business caterer? A local shop owner? A small group of musicians? An honourable company who 

is offering quality products at a fair price, driving value for customers, employees, community, and 

their supply chain? Of course, all this is to be done in the context of a pre-planned budget, 

avoiding debt. 

 

4. Rest and reflection 

Amidst the busyness of the season that sometimes feels thrust upon us, we are also called to 

steward our time and our affections. Have intentional conversations with our families and loved 

ones. What does the holiday schedule look like? Have we planned adequate time to rest and 

reflect on the Christ of Christmas? What experiences or practices warm our hearts to Christ’s love 

and the awe and wonder of the incarnation? Fortunately, there are fantastic tools for restful 

reflection during the advent season. 

 

Taken together, these themes help remind us that consumerism involves a very particular sort of 

stewardship—of the hands, yes, but also of the heart. 

Far from being an automatic nudge toward self-indulgence, our consumerism can fuel new forms 

of creative service and extravagant generosity. This is true socially and spiritually—more trade 

means more human fellowship—but also in a strictly economic sense, serving to bolster 

businesses, boost employment, and accelerate economic growth. 

 

Reproduced with permission from The Acton Institute 

 



A Life Full of Mission 
by Mai & Dan Lander 

 

Kia ora! We are Mai and Dan Lander (and Bobby, Thom and Jake, our three boys). I (Mai) am a 

mum and graphic designer. I (Dan) am a dad and priest at the Taranaki Cathedral of St Mary in 

Ngāmotu (New Plymouth). Together we have taken up the role of diocesan representatives in 

Overseas Mission - Tikanga Pākehā working group (OM-TP).  

 

While we are both new to OM-TP, we thought we would share a little bit about who we are, our 

experiences with overseas mission, and some of our hopes and dreams for how we can think 

about and engage with mission in our diocese. 

 

Together we spent nearly six years living and working in a red-light area in Kolkata, India. In 

Kolkata, we worked in a business that provided an employment alternative for girls wanting to exit 

the sex industry. The company made fair-trade bags and t-shirts, predominately for export. As well 

as giving women an alternative employment opportunity, the business sought to provide a safe 

and supportive environment where women could begin to deal with their brutal pasts, create 

pathways to flourish and, through daily rhythms rooted in the transforming love of Jesus, 

encounter God.  

 

For us, our life and work was a shared journey with the community. Amid our shared life of work 

and play in Kolkata, a life that oscillated between heartbreak and hope, we too met God in 

disruptive, transforming and life-giving ways. 

 

Aboriginal activist Lilla Watson said, "If you have come to help us don't bother. But if you have 

come because you understand that your liberation is bound up with my liberation, then let's work 

together."   

 

The quote is somewhat of a mantra 

for us: it guided and informed our time 

in Kolkata, it shapes us now, and 

informs how we think about mission. 

For us, mission is not about going and 

saving; it is about finding what God is 

already doing, in communities and 

amongst people, and participating in 

that. It is about confronting injustice 

and creating opportunities for people 

to be all they can be. It is about 

making spaces where people can 

encounter the transforming love of 

God.  

 



Mission is (or at least should be) wholistic. The beauty is that, as we engage in that work, in 

whatever form that might take, we have the opportunity to be challenged, inspired and transformed 

too. Our liberation is bound together.  

 

So, watch this space! Currently we’re learning more about OM-TP, our involvement with OM-TP, 

the diocese, and its involvement in mission (which we hear is fantastic). We hope to create 

excitement and energy around what God is doing in the world. We hope to make meaningful 

connections between the various communities here and abroad that challenge and inspire. 

Ultimately, we hope to see God's shalom come to earth in new and transforming ways.  

 

Join The Mahi 
Volunteers Needed for  

Hamilton Community Christmas Lunch 
by Blyth Cody 

 

I come from the beautiful state of 

Pennsylvania in the USA, which means 

that November is the month when I 

celebrate Thanksgiving. If you have 

never had the pleasure of celebrating an 

American Thanksgiving meal, you have 

no idea the feast you are missing out 

on! Sure, the turkey, mashed potatoes, 

stuffing and pumpkin pie are worth 

looking forward to; mostly, though, it is 

the joy of gathering with my family that I 

most anticipate. It is hard to find a 

holiday that has escaped 

commercialization in the US. However, 

Thanksgiving largely remains a day to gather with family and loved ones; breathe a grateful sigh 

that you are together again, remember those who have much less, and joyfully reflect on the 

goodness you have found in the year.  

 

How appropriate, then, that I am announcing in November the Diocese’s new involvement in the 

Hamilton Community Christmas Lunch! In previous years, the hosting of this lunch has been 

shared between the Hamilton Central Baptist and The Salvation Army, each church taking turns to 

host. Last year, however, the Salvation Army made a decision to step down from hosting the lunch 

in order to focus on other ministries. And we have decided to step up! How exciting!  

 

The lunch hosts around 200 guests and volunteers, providing a place for those who are alone to 

celebrate Christmas in community. This year has been unlike any other we have travelled through. 

We pass through Thanksgiving as we enter Advent, and the hope that we carry with us sustains 

us, and models new life to the world.  

 

Consider this your invitation to plant thankfulness and hope. As we prepare for this lunch we will 

be looking for a large team of volunteers to help with a variety of different tasks, and we will also 

need donations of food and money. If you are interested, get in touch: blythe@stpeter.org.nz  or 

021 065 8963 

 

mailto:blythe@stpeter.org.nz


  
Reopening Brings Deep Joy 

St Paul’s Church, Huntly, Waikato 

 

After spending the past two years closed because of earthquake risk, this coming Sunday 

(November 15th) the congregation of St Paul’s Huntly will join with Archbishop Philip to celebrate 

the church’s reopening. 

 

“There is deep joy from parishioners – and I must admit, it gave me a real thrill to step through the 

doors again for the first time. It has been wonderful to see parishioners walk in and marvel,” says 

Archdeacon Joyce Marcon. 

 

With a small congregation the decision was made to take a pragmatic, achievable approach to 

remediating the earthquake risk and reopening the church. External scaffolding now braces the 

neogothic building built out of the distinctive local Huntly brick. 

 

“It may not be the prettiest solution, but we have done what was required to get the church open 

and that feels like a huge blessing,” she says. 

 

Archdeacon Joyce says that during the two years the church has been closed, the people of St 

Paul’s have been “patient and 

persistent” – continuing with church-

based activities, keeping up their 

important community work and 

continuing to come together and 

worship. 

 

“With the exception of a monthly market 

that we had hosted on the grounds that 

has moved elsewhere, nothing has 

stopped during the past two years. No 

one saw this as a challenge that was 

beyond us.  

 



“This has been a real community effort – 

from people both within and outside of the 

parish. We don’t have any stipended clergy 

in the Parish, but people have stepped in and 

stepped up. The Archbishop has provided his 

assistance and we have developed a very 

warm relationship with the engineers helping 

us reopen the church.” 

 

During the closure, Archdeacon Joyce says 

the people of St Pauls have counted their 

blessings rather than their burdens. 

 

“We are very lucky that as well as our 

beloved church we have a hall and our old 

vicarage, Friendship House, which was converted into a community services centre some time 

ago. The hall is nice and light and airy and holding services there has probably seen us become a 

little less formal. We haven’t seen any drop off in numbers – and in fact have recently welcomed 

new people into the church.” 

 

St Paul’s was established in 1893 and was originally a mother church to several others throughout 

the surrounding district. Continuing excellent relationships with other churches is another aspect of 

the parish’s identity that has continued to flourish despite the building’s closure. 

 

Huntly’s churches have a proud tradition of working together and joining together often for 

ecumenical services. Similarly, St Paul’s has strong ties with its Anglican counterpart in 

Ngāruawāia and the two parishes worship together at regular intervals during the year. 

 

hAs for the future, Archdeacon Joyce says there is a lot of positivity within the wider Huntly 

community and the church. 

 

“Huntly has had its share of setbacks and there remains real need within the community. But with 

new opportunities – like Sleepyhead moving its factory here soon and new building and 

development already underway – there is a sense of optimism too.” 

 

“We have been part of this town for 125 years. Moving forward St Paul’s will continue to be a place 

where people know they can come for worship, fellowship and assistance.” 

 

St Paul’s Huntly is located at 55 William Street, Huntly. 

 



 

Prayerful Preparation – An Advent History 

 

Today many think of advent as a time to prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus. But did you know 

that originally, there was little connection between Advent and Christmas. 

 

The word “Advent” is derived from the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming”. Scholars believe 

that during the 4th and 5th centuries in Spain and Gaul, Advent was a season of preparation for the 

baptism of new Christians at the January feast of Epiphany, the celebration of God’s incarnation 

represented by the visit of the Magi to the baby Jesus (Matthew 2:1), his baptism in the Jordan 

River by John the Baptist (John 1:29), and his first miracle at Cana (John 2:1). During this season 

of preparation, Christians would spend 40 days in penance, prayer, and fasting to prepare for this 

celebration – not Christmas. 

 

By the 6th century, however, Roman Christians had tied Advent to the coming of Christ. But the 

“coming” they had in mind was not Christ’s first coming in the manger in Bethlehem, but his 

second coming in the clouds as the judge of the world. It was not until the Middle Ages that the 

Advent season was explicitly linked to Christ’s first coming at Christmas. 

 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=mt+2%3a1


Advent Liturgy and Practice 

To balance the two elements of remembrance and anticipation, the first two Sundays in Advent 

look forward to Christ’s second coming, and the last two Sundays look backward to remember 

Christ’s first coming. Over the course of the four weeks, Scripture readings move from passages 

about Christ’s return in judgment to Old Testament passages about the expectation of the coming 

Messiah and New Testament passages about the announcements of Christ’s arrival by John the 

Baptist and the Angels. 

 

While it is difficult to keep in mind in the midst of holiday celebrations, shopping, lights and 

decorations, and joyful carols, Advent is intended to be a season of fasting and prayerful 

reflection, much like Lent. 

 

The Advent Wreath 

This tradition first appeared in Germany in 1800’s. The story goes, a Lutheran minister working at 

a mission for children created a wreath out of the wheel of a cart. He placed twenty small red 

candles and four large white candles inside the ring. The red candles were lit on weekdays and 

the four white candles were lit on Sundays. 

Eventually, the Advent wreath was created out of evergreens, symbolizing everlasting life. The 

circle reminds us of God’s unending love and the eternal life He makes possible.  

The most common modern Advent candle tradition involves four candles. A new candle is lit on 

each of the four Sundays before Christmas. Each candle represents something different, although 

traditions vary, in Anglicanism they traditionally represent hope, peace, love and joy.  

 

Advent Calendars 

The original advent wreath, with its 24 candles, 

was the starting point for modern Advent 

Calendars. In Germany from the early nineteenth 

century people would mark the days of Advent 

either by burning a candle for the day or, more 

simply, marking walls or doors with a line of chalk 

each day. A new practice of hanging a devotional 

image every day ultimately led to the creation of 

the first known handmade, wooden, Advent 

calendar in 1851.  

 

Sometime in the early twentieth century (1902-1908) the first printed calendars appeared. By the 

1930s it was common for them to have a devotional picture or a short bible verse behind the 

doors. Calendars filled with chocolate began to appear from the late 1950s. Today they are a 

global  phenomenon and hold everything from the traditional pictures and chocolates to Lego, tea 

or even expensive jewellery. You name it, someone is probably making an advent calendar 

featuring it!  They may have succumbed to commercialism but at their heart advent calendars 

retain the essence of counting down the days to the birth of Christ that began with those simple 

chalk scratches.  

Check out information about our brand new Diocesan Advent study resource in the 

Resources section below. 



Creating A Not-So-Silly Season 

Gifts & traditions that put the Christ back in Xmas   
 

Looking for a little seasonal inspiration?  Connected asked some of our senior diocesan leaders to 

share their advent traditions and some ideas for how we can make gifting a little less commercial. 

As well as the ideas shared here, The Venerable Terry Ellis (Archdeacon for Piako and Vicar of St 

Paul’s Paeroa) has contributed his thoughts on surviving Advent with joy in your heart in the next 

article. 

 

Advent traditions 

Advent is a time to prepare to celebrate 

the birth of Christ and his second 

coming.  

  

During advent in Lance Pilbrow’s family 

home they have four candles (Hope, 

Peace, Love, Joy) which they light at 



dinner time, taking turns to  share a few words on the theme and what it has meant to them that 

day.  

 

Here’s an Advent Wreath idea Archdeacon Joyce Marcon shared that can easily be adapted for 

your family (or a group you are part of)… Get four pieces of light card stock (three purple and one 

pink). Each week invite people to write prayers, suggestions for good deeds or other ideas that fit 

with that week’s theme on the card. Week 1 = hope, week 2 = peace, week 3 = love, week 4 = joy. 

At the end of each week, roll the paper into a cylinder and attach a paper flame to the top and 

place in a wreath of greenery (anything from garden foliage to crumpled up crepe paper!). Voila, 

an inspiring wreath! 

 

Instead of hiding the Elf on the Shelf you could try this idea from Archdeacon Joyce. Have Mary 

and Joseph figures and move them around your home – symbolising Mary & Joseph’s journey 

to Bethlehem – and invite the rest of the family to find them.    

 

Our Diocesan Director of Mission, Education and Vocation Stephen Black suggests an Advent 

Calendar with a difference… Rather than opening doors and removing treats, mark the lead up to 

Christmas by adding characters to a nativity scene. By reversing things you’ll find your family 

building towards Christmas rather than in countdown mode. 

 

For those of you with small people around (either your own children or visiting grandchildren or 

relatives) Strandz, the hub of Children and Families ministry in the Anglican Dioceses of New 

Zeland, has some wonderful and easy Advent craft ideas and downloads. You can check them out 

HERE. 

 

Before we move on from Advent inspiration to talk about ideas for gifts, here’s something that 

crosses both camps… Shoebox Christmas work alongside low decile schools & pre-schools, 

Women's Refuge, and community organisations to deliver Christmas presents, wrapped in a 

shoebox, to kids who could do with an extra smile on Christmas Day. You can help out by creating 

your own shoebox of gifts and donating it to the team to distribute. 

 

 

Guilt-free giving 

If you are looking for ways to make 

Christmas gifting a little less commercial 

this year then check out these wonderful 

ideas. 

 

You could think about adopting the same 

gift giving mantra as the Pilbrow’s: 

“Something to READ, Something 

we NEED (eg, a tool, swim goggles etc), 

something to WEAR and something 

to SHARE (e.g. a soccer ball, board 

game, something you play with others).” 

 

 

The Very Reverend Wendy Scott, Dean of the Waikato Cathedral Church of St Peter and her 

peeps are running a re-gifting program during advent. As she explains; “The idea is, that we all 

have gifts that we’ve never used or opened. It’s not that we didn’t love the giver, but the gift wasn’t 

our taste – so we’re  asking our cathedral family to re-gift these presents to the cathedral.   

 

https://www.strandz.org.nz/advent--christmas.html
https://www.shoeboxchristmas.co.nz/


“They will be gathered and wrapped by our young people and be given on Christmas day to the 

people attending the Hamilton Community Christmas Lunch we are hosting. So many agencies 

give gifts to children but often the adults get forgotten and for many attending our lunch, this gift 

may be the only present they receive this year.” If you’d like to contribute get in touch with Wendy 

at dean@stpeter.org.nz 

 

Stephen Black is a fan of second-hand shopping and says, “Everyone wins! Any money you 

spend is in itself a donation, the gift is an act of sustainability, and you can be pretty confident they 

won’t get two of the same thing!”. 

 

It is increasingly common for people to make a donation to a charity on behalf of someone. With 

an increasing number of charities like Tearfund and Oxfam you can select a gift to give someone 

in need on behalf of someone else. 

 

Archdeacon Joyce reminds us that 

the Anglican Missions team have an 

array of worthy projects people can 

donate to on behalf of someone.  

She says selecting appropriate ones 

is a fun task for the giver and makes 

the recipients feel proud. Have a 

look at the projects currently being 

supported HERE 

 

Advent Survival Guide 
By The Venerable Terry Ellis, Archdeacon for Piako & Vicar of St Paul’s Paeroa 

 

Advent, the beginning of the silly season where we pack in as much as we can before Christmas 

Day arrives! Presents to organise, food to get ready or planned for,  services to prepare for and all 

those end of year functions! It’s like the record player was set to 331/3 for most of the year and 

suddenly we have decided to increase the speed to 

78 (you can tell what generation I belong to!). 

 

In the past when asked about Christmas I have 

often remarked that I look forward to the end of the 

Christmas Day service because then I can sit 

down, put my feet up, relax and not give a thought 

to the next day or the day following! The silly 

season! However, the silly season is of my own 

making and that was the turning point for me in 

creating a meaningful advent that wasn’t driven by  

all the happenings around me. 

 

I’ve spent so many years preparing others for 

Advent  that my personal advent was being lost. If 

Advent is a time of preparation then I need to take 

mailto:dean@stpeter.org.nz
https://www.tearfund.org.nz/Donate/Gift-for-Life.aspx
https://www.oxfam.org.nz/product-category/unwrapped/christmas-gifts/
https://angmissions.org.nz/projects


the necessary time to prepare myself.  So I made some decisions to keep me focused on what 

was really important. 

1. Keep Advent simple and resist the temptation of busyness …. And not feel guilty!  

2. to read “A Christmas Carol” or watch the film because I love the idea of Christmas Past 

(the historical Christmas) Christmas present (How am I living Christmas now … what does 

it mean to have Jesus born afresh in me?) and Christmas Future (Would I be ready if 

Jesus returned in my lifetime?) 

3. I try to take “snatches” of time during each day to simply  be with God … be with Jesus and 

marvel at the simplicity of the Christmas story and consciously join   Mary and Joseph in 

their advent journey  to Bethlehem and beyond.  

4. To use an “Advent Devotional”. Last year it was The Greatest Gift by Ann Voskamp 

(Tyndale House, 2013). One reading and reflection was on Isaiah 11 – out of the stump of 

Jesse – with the following questions to reflect on a. In what ways do you feel like the lifeless 

stump, longing for a tender shoot of hope? b. What are you waiting for, yearning for this 

season and c. Where can you see new life coming in what you may have considered dead? 

5. I remind myself of the “Advent Conspiracy” (Can Christmas still change the World?) which 

is based on 

                           a. Spend less.  b.  Give More    c. Worship fully    d. Love all 

 

If you are after an inspiring read I recommend these two books:   

Advent Conspiracy, Zondervan, 2009  

Unplugging the Christmas Machine, Jo Robinson & Jean Coppock Staehell, Harper books 1991 

 

The older I have become the more I value times of quiet, contemplation and reflection, to enjoy 

being rather than an over emphasis on doing! Although my list above may seem to emphasise 

doing I have found they have given me a structure to be, to give myself time and permission to be 

and thus prepare and enjoy Advent and Christmas. This helps me to wrestle back from the secular 

world the essentials of Christmas. 

 

 



 

Advent Study 
Resource 
A new Diocesan Advent study resource 

is now available for individuals and 

groups.  

 

It is made up of three reflections 

(preparation, hope, and joy) each of 

which includes questions, space for 

reflection and short Bible reading plans. 

The final section lists assorted Advent 

resources (books, websites, poetry, art, 

music, films, etc) that you may find 

useful as you engage with this important 

season of the church.  

 

Electronic copies of this full-colour 

booklet are free, hard-copies (A3, 

colour, saddle-staple) can be printed for 

a small donation.  

 

For more information 

contact stephen@wtanglican.nz. 

 

 

What would you give your life to? 
The Rev’d. Mele Prescott 

 

This was posed to the young people of Hamilton last month as we gathered around kai to listen and 

korero on issues of social justice, and missions. 

 

Guy Benton, one of the Program Directors for Better World Gap Year, was our guest speaker for 

the night. Better World Gap Year is run by the New Zealand Church Missionary Society (NZCMS) 

in partnership with the Anglican Church of Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia. It takes young 

mailto:stephen@wtanglican.nz


people on an adventure who are 

passionate about issues of social 

justice in our world and bringing the 

light of the gospel of Christ.  

 

Out of Guy’s korero came 

conversations around insufficient 

exposure and action with issues of 

social justice in our communities and 

churches, ways of how to do mission in 

our own backyards, and young 

people’s passion towards justice. We 

had a solid gathering of young people, 

and leaders, from St Peter’s Cathedral, 

Te Hui Amorangi o Te Manawa o Te 

Church which was really encouraging 

and awesome!  

 

This season, I have the opportunity to develop a young adult’s ministry out of St Peter’s Cathedral, 

and what I am discovering is that there is a hunger and desire for spaces that young people can 

gather and korero into about issues of our time, God’s purpose, the church and our communities 

(just to name a few). There’s also a desire for collaboration of young people and leaders within our 

ecumenical communities in Hamilton Central which reflects many parts, one Body. Empowering and 

building one another up in the Kingdom of God!   

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.  

 

Thanks Be to God! 

 

 
 

Synod Synopsis 
 

Thoughts on the Second Session of 40th Synod of the Diocese of Waikato and Taranaki ( 3rd October 2020) 

from Rob Green Synod rep of Taranaki Cathedral Church of St Mary. 

 

Pre-Synod – Pre-Synod meetings were held across the Diocese in. This year these meetings 

were more direct in the presentation of the important information and understanding preparatory to 

Synod proper. This made for an efficient process in an online Synod held via Zoom where there 

were 114 separate logins. 

 

1. The Venue – Apart from a limited number of venues, where several people had gathered, 

almost all people Zoomed in individually from home. This in no way hindered proceedings and 

clearly offered advantages both financially and geographically (people did not have to travel, 

Mele & Her Crew!  



be accommodated, or fed) in these times of Covid-19. +Philip and alongside him Chancellor 

Chris Harding chaired proceedings. 

 

2. First Matters 

• Standing Orders – some suspension of these as appropriate in order to allow for the Zoom 

gathering. 

• Procedures explained as to how to participate effectively, vote and speak. 

 

3. The Bills 

• Bill No 1 – Finance Amendment Bill 2020 – The effect of this was to remove the 14% limit 

(of the total income of parishes averaged for the past three years) and replace it by a 15% 

limit. Covid-19 has not unexpectedly had an impact on finances and through this small 

adjustment it has again been possible to ensure the 2021 budget will have a small surplus. 

• Bill No 2 – Anglican Action Mission Trust Recognition Amendment – This amendment was 

to update the provision as to membership of the Anglican Action Mission Trust Board in 

order to bring them into line with the provisions of the deeds constituting the Trust. 

• Bill No 3 – Cathedrals (Suspension of Provisions) Bill – the purpose of this bill is to 

suspend provisions in Waikato Diocesan Cathedrals Statue 2006 in order that a new 

governance model may be trialled. Clauses 11-18 inclusive are suspended till the 

beginning of the Synod in 2021. 

• Bill No 4 – Parishes Amendment Bill 2020 – The purpose of this is to provide for the 

grouping of ministry and mission units for a period during which new structural models are 

trialled. It was explained that through this restructuring new governance bodies might more 

effectively and appropriately manage parishes within which the maintenance of traditional 

Vestry bodies was proving difficult. The date upon which a review is required was 

amended from 2024 to 2022. 

• Bill No 5 – Archdeacon Statute Amendment – This is to remove a mistake in the legislation 

and change requirements in the Deed of Appointment to these positions. This is to allow 

for non-geographical positions and also removes the word “Ecclesiastical”. This latter is to 

allow for the appointment of Lay Archdeacons 

 

 

4. Bishop’s Charge – A positive mood as we continue on the Roadmap (even under the 

challenges being provided by Covid). Aspirational commitments towards 

• Gratitude 

• Transforming Community 

• Growing Disciples 

• Commitment to Reconciliation and Partnership – in this regard attention was drawn to the 

discrepancies in resourcing between the Tikanga Māori and Tikanga Pākehā strands of the 

church. An aspiration expressed back at the institution of the Three Tikanga, that the 

Amorangi be resourced at 14%, has not yet been realised. The current reality is 3%. Much 

work needs to be done here. 

The video of the Bishop’s Charge may be found HERE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UV_AdcmL_uQ&feature=youtu.be


5. Presentation by TML – TML were again congratulated on their professionalism and readability 

of their reports. 

• Adoption of WDTB, TATB and Waikato and Taranaki General Purpose Financial 

Statement, Assessments, allocations and Ministry Targets. 

• Total Assessment is less than last year. 

• The Budget 2021 has been set with the above-mentioned increase in limit from 14% to 

15%. 

6. Receiving of Reports – the following reports were received 

• Bishop’s Action Foundation 

• Waikato Hospital Chaplaincy 

• Taranaki Hospital Chaplaincy 

• Waikato Diocesan Trust Board 

7. Gratitude and Closing Reflection 

After expressions of gratitude to all those involved in the administration and the 

presentations to Synod, the final reflection and prayer was offered by Dean Jacqui 

Patterson from Taranaki Cathedral. 

In the fullness of time the Minutes of this Synod will tell the complete picture. 

i Te Rangimarie 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Accounting & Payroll Changes  
On January 1, 2021 there will be two changes to 
Parish Accounting and Diocesan Payroll.  
  
1. The Finance Statute was amended at Synod 

2019.  This amendment requires all parishes 
(excluding cooperating parishes) to use the 
parish accounting service from 1 January 
2021.   

  
2. The other piece of work that will apply from 

1 January 2021 is that all employees will be 
transitioned on to the diocesan payroll.  This 
includes parish administrators and cleaners 

 
For payroll purposes, parishes will need to 
provide copies of an employee’s 
employment agreement, tax code 
declaration and Kiwisaver forms. 

  
If you have any queries, please contact Jill 
Schumacher on ea@wtanglican.nz 

 

mailto:ea@wtanglican.nz


 


