
Epiphanytide 
 
Epiphanytide, also known as the Seasons or Sundays After Epiphany, is the liturgical period 
immediately following the Christmas season. It begins on the day of Epiphany (January 6th), also 
known as Three Kings Day, directly after the 12 days of Christmas. 
 
The end of epiphanytide is a little more contentious. Some believe it ends on February 2nd with the 
presentation of Jesus at the Temple, while others mark the season right up to Ash Wednesday 
(February 17th this year) at the beginning of Lent. 
 
“Epiphany” comes from the Greek epiphaneia, meaning “manifestation” or “appearance.” In 2 Timothy 
1:9–10, the word is used to refer to the manifestation of Jesus Christ: “This grace was given us in 
Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our 
Saviour, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through 
the gospel.” 
 
Epiphany is most commonly associated with the visitation of the Magi (also known as the three kings 
or wise men). Two other manifestations of Christ’s glory associated with Epiphany are Jesus’s baptism 
and his changing water into wine at the wedding in Cana.  
 
Though the Season after Epiphany is one of two periods in 
the Church calendar known as “ordinary time,” there’s 
nothing unimportant or boring about it! This season is the 
season of light. It is the time when we recall the Gospel story 
of Christ as the Light of the World to all peoples. It is a time 
in which we focus on the Transfiguration and glory of Christ, 
the mission of the Church to reach all the peoples of the 
earth, and the great gift of God’s grace in revealing healing 
truth and light to the world. 
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Put yourself in the place of the Magi. What must have been their thoughts, their hopes, their fears as 
they began this incredible journey? As they ended it? They had, no doubt, risked their fortunes and 
their reputations to travel far --- only to have their purposes nearly thwarted and their lives threatened 
by a paranoid ruler. 
 
 They had travelled to see royalty and they were led to kneel before a baby born of poor parents in an 
out of the way place. They must have had both dreams and nightmares about this particular journey 
for the rest of their lives as they wondered at its meaning for them and for all the world. Thinking of 
those wise men I find myself wondering about what stirred in their hearts to compel them to risk so 
much. What deep yearning for something other than what they had known led them to travel so far? 
And as I think of them I find myself thinking of all of us and wondering at other journeys taken...and 
what it is that makes such journeys possible, necessary, preferable, even, to simply living the life that 
is right before us. What sign in the sky, what communication from God, would make me go that deep, 
that far to discover its meaning for me?  
 
For me, the wise men tell us to keep our eyes and ears and hearts open for those times when we are 
called to step out in faith. Those times will come to us all, that's guaranteed. And when they do, it is 
also a sure thing that we will encounter God, perhaps in unexpected ways and places, too. And it is 
also certain that our lives will never be the same again. Let us look at the Magi’s journey a little more in 
depth and see how this works for us.  
 
It strikes me that those travelers to Bethlehem were simply living their lives to their natural conclusions. 
For apparently their life's work was studying the stars. And when they saw a star which seemed to hold 
such meaning, all they could do, if they were to be true to who they were called to be, was to follow its 
direction.  
 
This tells me that we are called first of all to live as fully as we can the life God has given us without 
apology or pretext. Think about the nativity and those who came; shepherds in fields being told by 
angels to go and see; wise men who studied the stars following a star. It isn’t about a carpenter who all 
of a sudden sees a star and follows it. In fact, we are told that most missed the sign. Those in 
Jerusalem who might have been expected to see it and know it, didn’t see it. Even when it was pointed 
out to them, they sent the wise men to Bethlehem. They were too busy.  
 
Being fully open to God in the moment you are in 
is part of what we hear. When you do that you 
will find you encounter God, sometimes in very 
unexpected ways. Again, think about those 
travelers. Having studied the stars and having felt 
the prodding of one particular star to take this 
incredible journey they first, as was logical, went 
to Jerusalem where King Herod resided. If you 
are looking for a king you start by going to the 
palace. But they were sent on and when they 
came to the place to which the star led them, 



they were met there by God. We know this could not have been at all what they expected. Arriving at a 
humble home of a tradesman would have caused them to pause. Such a child’s birth is not signaled in 
the heavens. Yet this one’s birth they had seen in the stars. 
 
 They moved beyond doubt to belief and because of this they encountered not the king they expected 
but God in the form of a baby or young child. Against all odds they believed that “Holy One,” God’s 
Own Son was present in these humble surroundings and offered their gifts.  
 
This challenges us to look for God in the midst of our lives. It might be in unexpected places and ways 
and instead of rejecting the idea or arguing that this could not be, to believe. I know I have often 
encountered God in my duties. Having a small child come up to you after church and give you a hug 
just because you are their pastor is such an encounter. Visiting with people who are struggling to make 
ends meet, to keep life together, yet having such a dignity about them is such a glimpse.  
 
The word epiphany means manifestation. This season is about the light of God come into the world. 
We will see it if we set aside our preconceptions. This is what the travellers did and yet, at the same 
time what happened was probably more than what they bargained for when they first started out.  
 
We do not know exactly what prompted them to leave their studies to follow the star, for packing up to 
travel to far flung places was probably not in the job descriptions they first accepted. In going they 
were, I am sure, thinking they would see a king, who would receive their tribute and likely they would 
receive something in return. For that is how things worked in those days.  
 
In the end they learned to trust and believe, not from the rational side of the brain, the side they would 
mostly have used in their work, but from the emotional side, the heart. The journey had taken them 
from sitting in a quiet, familiar place, taking notes on parchment and sharing their insights with others 
to a time of exploration. I imagine the rest of their days were forever changed. As they reflected on 
what they saw and experienced they were probably puzzled as well as gratified by what had 
happened. They would have returned definitely changed.  
 
Perhaps this is so for all of us. As we use and develop the gifts that God has planted within us... as we 
become all we were made to be, with eyes and hearts open, we, too, will encounter God. And yet, 
there must be a point, it seems when we follow God's leading out of our most comfortable places in 
order that we might encounter the Holy One as well. And it could be that it might not look like we 
thought it would, but in the surprise itself, perhaps God resides. 


