
 Let The Little Children Come To Me 
by Cath McVey, Pioneer Minister, Taranaki Cathedral 

 

Strandz is the hub of children and families’ ministry for the Tikanga Pakeha in the Anglican church of 

New Zealand. It is a network of passionate and dedicated individuals from around Aotearoa.  As David 

Csinos and Ivy Beckwith say in Children’s Ministry in the Way of Jesus : 

 

“For us, children’s ministry is anything and everything we do to serve children as they walk on their 

spiritual journey.  Children’s ministry is all that we do to care for the whole of children’s lives – mind, 
body and soul”. 
 

In Strandz we believe children are fellow Kingdom Pilgrims on a faith journey with us.  Our task as 

advocates of children’s ministry isn’t only about great programs (although there is some awesome stuff 

happening in this space).  It’s about ministry with children, not for them. We seek to create 

opportunities within the faith community for children to encounter the love of God and practice 

following the ways of Jesus. Our aim is to engage and partner with whanau and shape 

intergenerational faith communities at every age and stage of a child’s life. 

 

As well as a very easy to navigate website jam packed full of resources, Strandz also has a network of 

representatives from each Diocese across New Zealand.  This network meets physically twice a year 

in Wellington for a time of connection; prayer; celebration; resourcing and great kōrero.   

 

We also keep in contact with one another outside of these network gatherings, via Zoom or text.  This 

provides much needed support for each of us and further strengthens our network.  We often post 
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ideas and pictures onto our Strandz 

Facebook page, which is a great way 

of staying connected and sharing 

resources and inspiration.  We are 

also able to share children’s ministry 

workshops and SafeHere training.  

 

Being scattered around the country, 

we were early adopters of Zoom. 

Who would know in 2020 the whole 

world would need to turn to this 

medium of communication? It 

certainly allowed for increased 

connection, sharing, and listening to 

God’s promptings and vision in our 

ministry. Like countless others around the globe, we used Zoom to connect with a wider group during 

2020. 

 

I am so grateful for the engagement and enthusiasm of the wonderful people in Stranz. Diana Langdon 

is our amazing Strandz Enabler/Ninja Of All who spends countless hours creating, preparing and 

vision casting, along with our Strandz Administrator Annelise Berends (aka illustrator extraordinaire).   

 

My challenge to those of you with children in your lives, or anyone who feels called to this area of 

Ministry, is to spend some time on 

www.strandz.org.nz and find out 

how and enjoy the rich mix of 

resources available (our Strandz 

team have spent countless hours 

planning and preparing for this 

valuable mahi).  

 

We do not know what 2021 will gift 

us with, but our Strandz network 

continues to flourish and we 

welcome the chance to connect 

with those passionate about 

Children and Families Ministry.   
 

Visit www.Stranz.org.nz for amazing resources  
including this fantastic Epiphany photobooth 
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