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“It may be tempting for us to simply consider ourselves a small church in a small town and be done 
with it, but we must also remember we are part of the Body of Christ and are called to be open to what 
God is saying to us,” says The Reverend Peter Bargh, Missioner Priest at Whangamatā Anglican 
Church. 
 
To that end Reverend Peter and the congregation of around 40 are embarking on a visioning process 
– spending time praying and reflecting so they can discern where God is at work amongst their 
community and how they might best be part of that. 
 
The parish was established twenty 
years ago, before which they were part 
of the Waihi Parish, with Anglican 
services being held in the 
Whangamatā Community Church at 
least once a month.  
 
Reverend Peter says since then they 
have “drifted happily along” but a 
“keenness for a clear vision” has 
prompted the parish to start looking at 
its mission.  
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Parishioners of the Whangamatā Anglican Church at their 
annual Christmas luncheon 
 



“We are a church that has been well-served by a number of people who are stepping back from their 
roles. As new leaders step forward, we will naturally transition from ‘what was’, to ‘what will be’. That 
makes now the right time to actually define what we want that future to look like,” Reverend Peter 
says. 
 
He says the visioning process isn’t about reaching a predetermined outcome decided by church 
hierarchy or a response to any crisis (Sunday worship numbers have actually risen by a third since 
2016). 
 
“We might feel we are being called in a completely different direction to present or we may feel 
strongly affirmed in how things are going. Regardless of the outcome, it means we can be intentional 
about the path we choose to walk on together.”  
 
The Parish actually began the visioning process last year but, like so many things in 2020, Covid-19 
derailed it and the decision was made to begin again after Easter 2021. In the meantime, Whangamatā 
Anglican Church is continuing with the ministry, fellowship and service it is well known for within the 
town. 
 
Retired priest David Swann and parishioner Diane Norris have been key leaders for the Church’s 
services at local rest home Moana House. The church has been doing this ministry, holding three 
services a month, since the home was established 25 years ago – before Whangamatā was even a 
parish in its own right. 
 
The Church’s Op Shop is well supported by the whole community and has a roster of nearly 40 
volunteers from both the parish and the township. 
 
The parish enjoy hosting out of town visitors, making them welcome at services and inviting them 
along to things like their monthly Culinary Club dinner, pancake Tuesdays and monthly parish brunch. 
This is no mean feat considering Whangamatā’s population swells from less than 4500 permanent 
residents to anywhere between 20,000 and 60,000 (depending on who’s crunching the numbers) each 
summer!  
 
“This is easily the most supportive Parish 
I have had the pleasure to be in. Our 
parishioners are very chilled but also just 
get on with getting things done. I’m 
excited to work with them to discover how 
we will continue to work with God within 
our community,” says Reverend Peter.  
 
 

 
The Whangamatā Anglican Op Shop (beside the Church’s newly 
repainted Cornerstone House) is well supported by the Parish 
and the town. 



 
St Barnabas’ in Aria Gains Historical Listing 

By Jesse King, Waitomo News 
 
St Barnabas’ Church in Aria has been added to the New Zealand Heritage List as a Category 2 historic 
place. 
 
Heritage New Zealand added the former Anglican church to its list due to its historical and cultural 
significance and value. 
 
The Gothic Revival style church was designed by architect C Palmer and built by Piopio builder Arthur 
Buckman in 1923. A stone which sits at the foot of the church entrance says it was laid by the Lord 
Bishop of Auckland Dr A W Averill on February 27 of that year. 
 
Aria resident Keith Tucker knows a thing or two about the church, after all, his mother May Tucker 
played the organ in it for 40 years. 
 
“They used to have communion on Sundays and there were two services; one at 11am and one at 
7pm. She’d play the organ at both,” Keith says. 
 
“We all had to go down when we were kids. The church was full with more than 90 people on a 
Sunday.” 
 
Keith was baptised in the church following a move to Aria when he was two weeks old after he and 
May took a train from Hunterville to Te Kuiti. 
 
From there they met up with his dad Harold at the new family farm, in Aria, the same one Keith and his 
wife Kath live on today. 
 
In Keith’s younger years, horses were still a main mode of transport, but the Tuckers had a 1928 
Chevy they would drive to church in. 
 
At the time, Aria had three shops including a 
butchery and a bakery, as well as a post office 
and boarding houses. 
 
Planning for the Anglican church to be built 
began in 1912 — just nine years after Aria 
township was formed as a special settlement. 
 Then WWI occurred and the congregation did 
not begin planning again until 1919. Two years 
later, they had raised £400 for the project. 
 

 Keith Tucker and  Kathleen Reeve-Smith outside 
Aria’s Church of St Barnabas which was listed as a 
Category 2 historical building in 2020. 



Like many churches at the time, St Barnabas’ was 
built with lancet windows, a steeply pitched roof 
and a belfry. 
 
Lance Kana and Keith painted the church’s roof 
about 25-years-ago. 
 
Keith says: “The top of the church is so steep; 
Lance and I had a ladder hanging down each side 
of the church to hang on. We’d go up, have a 
spell, then paint down, shuffle the ladder over and 

climb back up. Sitting on top we both reckoned: ‘this is the closest we’re ever going to get to heaven’”. 
 
The church was built using totara board and battens, featuring oiled heart rimu lining inside. 
 
In the 50s and 60s it received alterations including the removing of the belfry, the widening of its 
entrance and the addition of a pathway from the gate to the porch. During this time, services were well 
attended thanks to the energy and drive of people such as locals Kathleen Reeve-Smith. 
 
Kathleen was a key part of the Ladies Guild of Aria which helped to fund the church as well as 
assisting with its day-to-day operation. 
 
Numbers declined in 1975 and St Barnabas’ joined a protestant congregation, the Cooperating Parish 
of Piopio, Aria and Mokau. 
 
The number of parishioners dwindled to about 10 in 1994 and with pressing maintenance issues, the 
church faced potential closure. 
 
Heritage New Zealand assessment advisor Alexandra Foster says the Aria community rallied, forming 
the St Barnabas’ Restoration Committee. 
 
The committee contacted all homeowners in the area who pledged $2730 as well as cement, timber 
and labour towards helping. 
 
Other initiatives included bake sales, an annual raft race on the Mokau River and garden bus tours 
with commentary on the Aria’s history. 
 
“With the success of these events the 
church was able to be re-piled and 
repainted within two years and the church 
roof replaced in 2004,” Alexandra says. 
 
“A small kitchenette was added last year to 
the vestry in the porch along with continued 
maintenance, including replacing rotten 
timbers.” 
 
The church still hosts occasional services. 


