
Community Lunch A Festive Smash 

 

In November and December we 
featured the wonderful mahi Reverend 
Blythe Cody and her fantastic team were 
doing putting together the Hamilton 
Community Christmas Lunch. 
 
The lunch was a huge success. 280 
grateful people enjoyed the sumptuous 
Christmas spread, 50 more meals were 
prepared and sent to local night shelters 

and, perhaps more importantly, connected with people, enjoying the gift of fellowship on what can be a 
lonely day for many. 
   
More than 60 volunteers cooked, served, washed dishes and even sang – giving up their time to make 
sure the day was a success. Many of the volunteers were regulars who had been helping at the 
luncheon for several years. Behind the scenes many more people, including Wade Aukett from 
Anglican Action, spent 3 months preparing for the big day. 
 
“We knew that there were a lot of people struggling in our 
community during 2020,” says Reverend Blythe. “It was a real 
blessing to be able to work with a group of dedicated volunteers to 
spread joy and make the lunch something special for people who 
often miss out at Christmas time.” 
 
Blythe says the logistics of preparing food for so many were a little 
daunting at first. 
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“We went through 12 glazed hams, 30kg of hot chicken and 50kg of roast veggies! The team started 
the cooking on Christmas Eve just so we could make sure everything would be ready,” she said. 
 
The team also began a new tradition, sharing small gifts (donated by the local Anglican community and 
the wider public) with attendees. 
 
“Many of our guests were overwhelmed to 
receive a gift – for some it was the only 
Christmas present they got and it meant a lot 
to them,” says Blythe. 
 
Moving forward we will continue to organise 
and host the lunch every other Christmas, co-
ordinating with Hamilton Central Baptist 
Church who will be taking the reins on 
alternate years. 
 
“It was a wonderful day and amazing to be part of. Everyone who walked out – whether guest or 
volunteer – had a smile on their face which was an incredible gift in itself.” 

 
Join the World Day of Prayer on March 6 

 

Great mahi happens throughout our wonderful Diocese and of course from further afield – in the 
case of this year’s World Day of Prayer, all the way from the villages of Vanuatu. 
 
A series of devastating tropical cyclones form the backdrop to this year's World Day of Prayer services 
to be held on Friday, March 5.   
 
Through the resources they prepared for this global 
event, Vanuatu women share their faith in God’s love and 
address some of the many challenges they face.   
Vanuatu is vulnerable to frequent disasters like last year's 
Cyclone Harold, climate change, and now with Covid-19, 
the significant loss of income due to the collapse of 
tourism.  Like women everywhere, they face the everyday 
struggles of providing healthy food for their families, 
educating their children, and in a growing number of 
cases finding employment or adequate livelihoods. 
 
The service and accompanying Bible study include their 
reflections on the story Jesus told about building houses.  
In a land rocked by earthquake and cyclone, covered in 
volcanic ash, or threatened by rising seas, the decision 
about where to build can be critical.  “Building on a 
Strong Foundation” offers time for reflection and prayer.  
 
“This service comes from the Pacific and explores 
familiar themes.  It is an opportunity for us all to share 

http://www.worlddayofprayer.co.nz/resources
http://www.worlddayofprayer.co.nz/images/WDP2021/1014173%20wdop%20booklet%202021%20web.pdf
http://www.worlddayofprayer.co.nz/images/WDP2021/1014173%20wdop%20booklet%202021%20web.pdf


with ni-Vanuatu resident in Aotearoa and show our concern for the world we share,” says Pauline 
McKay, National President.  
 
Artist Juliette Pita from Erromango island captures the prayer of the ni-Vanuatu in her painting 
'Cyclone Pam II: 13th of March 2015'.  The image is of a mother praying over her child, protected from 
the large waves by a palm tree held firm by its strong roots.  During the cyclone, artist Juliette Pita took 
refuge in a container with her neighbours.  When they opened the door the following morning 
everything had been destroyed except for her studio, a traditional hut made from palm trees.  Juliette 
says God answered their prayers and nature protected them from harm. 
 
Offerings from the services will go to Christian World Service for a new food security programme of the 
Vanuatu Christian Council, the Bible Society of Vanuatu and the Interchurch Council for Hospital 
Chaplaincy as well as costs. 
 
For more information contact your local World Day of Prayer organising group or Zella at 
wdpnz@xtra.co.nz  or phone 03 302 8587. 
 
The World Day of Prayer is a global movement of Christian women who come together in prayer and 
for action in more than 170 countries.  Begun in the USA and Canada in the nineteenth century, it 
became a global movement in 1927. The first service in Aotearoa New Zealand was held in 
Christchurch in 1931. 
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