
 

 It’s a New Year – En-JOY It! 
by The Venerable Jacqui Patterson 

 
A comment I receive quite often at Christmas is, “It must be your busy time”.  I never know how to 

reply really.  I guess I could say something like, “Yes.  It makes a change from doing nothing all year,” 

or, “Yes, it’s hard work trying to compete with Santa”.  How many times am I expected to say, “Happy 

Christmas” or, now that it’s all over for another year, “Happy New Year”? 
 

And what exactly IS happiness?  It often implies having what we want – which is usually a lot more 

than we need.  The pursuit of happiness is big business. Advertisers try to persuade us that we will be 

happy if we buy what they have to sell.  And if we do – that makes the shop-owners happy. 

 

But what makes YOU happy? It seems to depend a lot on individual personality and circumstances – 

meaning it’s different from person to person and can change many times during a lifetime. 

 

Likewise, there is no one Christian view about happiness.  Some Christians regard even quite innocent 

frivolity as a temptation by the devil which they have successfully resisted.  Others consider that 

happiness is only available after death.  

 

This was understandable in times when, except for the rich and noble, there was little hope of 

happiness in this life. Today happiness is a more readily accessible commodity. Perhaps because of 
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this it is common for people to want as much happiness as possible, immediately. People are less 

likely to want to spend time working towards some future happiness, that may never come to fruition.  

 

The pursuit of happiness now even invades our worship, so that enjoying happy choruses – even 

about Christ’s suffering and death – has come to be the primary satisfaction in worship for many. 

There has also been a tendency to domesticate God – to reduce the God of the scriptures to the more 

manageable, likeable and “politically correct” divine, warm puppy. 

 

I believe there is a better way. It has often been pointed out that happiness is not something we should 

seek directly. The Philosopher Kant said we should do what will make us worthy of happiness. In this 

way, happiness is not something to seek, but something that comes to us as a gift.  For a Christian, it 

is the by-product of a mature relationship with God – not the warm puppy kind of God, but the God of 

the scriptures.  Any mature love-relationship is a precarious business. On both sides there will be 

times of success and failure, joy and anger. 

 

So now we are dealing with something more profound than what we normally call happiness. In 

modern translations of, for example, the beatitudes, we do find biblical references to being happy, but 

as William Barclay points out, the original Greek word ‘makarious’ means more than happiness.  It 

describes: 

That joy which has the secret within itself, 

That joy which is serene, untouchable and self-contained, 

That joy which is completely independent of all the chances and changes of life. 

 

As St John’s Gospel puts it, in the presence of the risen Christ you can have a joy which no-one or 

nothing can take from you. When we centre our life on the love of God – God’s love for us and our 

response to that – we find a happiness which is not dependent on the outward circumstances of our 

life. It cannot be overpowered by suffering and adversity. It is not achieved by denying the realities of 

pain and suffering, going about protected by a permanent halo of happiness (however inappropriate 

the occasion) but by following the Psalmist’s advice and going to the altar of God, to the God of my joy 

and my gladness. 

 

True joy (as opposed to happiness) is a treasure of the soul! 

 

So….    En- Joy the tantalising adventures of 2021 

as we continue to seek treasure in our souls. 
Cherish it wisely and share it with others – 

regardless of the circumstances the new year brings. 
 
  



Let The Little Children Come To Me 
by Cath McVey, Pioneer Minister, Taranaki Cathedral 

 

 

Strandz is the hub of children and families ministry for the Tikanga Pakeha in the Anglican church of 

New Zealand. It is a network of passionate and dedicated individuals from around Aotearoa.  As David 

Csinos and Ivy Beckwith say in Children’s Ministry in the Way of Jesus: 

 

“For us, children’s ministry is anything and everything we do to serve children as they walk on their 

spiritual journey.  Children’s ministry is all that we do to care for the whole of children’s lives – mind, 
body and soul”. 
 

In Strandz we believe children are fellow Kingdom Pilgrims on a faith journey with us.  Our task as 

advocates of children’s ministry isn’t only about great programs (although there is some awesome stuff 

happening in this space).  It’s about ministry with children, not for them. We seek to create 

opportunities within the faith community for children to encounter the love of God and practice 

following the ways of Jesus. Our aim is to engage and partner with whanau and shape 

intergenerational faith communities at every age and stage of a child’s life. 

 

As well as a very easy to 

navigate website jam 

packed full of resources, 

Strandz also has a network 

of representatives from each 

Diocese across New 

Zealand.  This network 

meets physically twice a 

year in Wellington for a time 

of connection; prayer; 

celebration; resourcing and 

great kōrero.   

 

The Strandz Network at their 2020 gathering in Wellington 

http://www.strandz.org.nz/
http://www.strandz.org.nz/


We also keep in contact with one 

another outside of these network 

gatherings, via Zoom or text.  This 

provides much needed support for 

each of us and further strengthens 

our network.  We often post ideas 

and pictures onto our Strandz 

Facebook page, which is a great way 

of staying connected and sharing 

resources and inspiration.  We are 

also able to share children’s ministry 

workshops and SafeHere training.  

 

Being scattered around the country, 

we were early adopters of Zoom. 

Who would know in 2020 the whole world would need to turn to this medium of communication? It 

certainly allowed for increased connection, sharing, and listening to God’s promptings and vision in our 

ministry. Like countless others around the globe, we used Zoom to connect with a wider group during 

2020. 

 

I am so grateful for the engagement and enthusiasm of the wonderful people in Strandz. Diana 

Langdon is our amazing Strandz Enabler/Ninja Of All who spends countless hours creating, preparing 

and vision casting, along with our Strandz Administrator Annelise Berends (aka illustrator 

extraordinaire).   

 

My challenge to those of you with children in your lives, or anyone who feels called to this area of 

Ministry, is to spend some time on www.strandz.org.nz to get to know us better and enjoy the rich mix 

of resources available (our Strandz team have spent countless hours planning and preparing this 

valuable mahi).  

 

We do not know what 2021 will gift us with, but our Strandz network continues to flourish and we 

welcome the chance to connect with those passionate about Children and Families Ministry.   

 

 

 

 

 

Visit www.Stranz.org.nz for amazing resources  
including this fantastic Epiphany photobooth 

http://www.strandz.org.nz/
http://www.stranz.org.nz/


Envisioning The Future  
Whangamatā Anglican Church, Coromandel  

 
“It may be tempting for us to simply consider ourselves a small church in a small town and be done 

with it, but we must also remember we are part of the Body of Christ and are called to be open to what 

God is saying to us,” says The Reverend Peter Bargh, Missioner Priest at Whangamatā Anglican 

Church. 

 

To that end Reverend Peter and the congregation of around 40 are embarking on a visioning process 

– spending time praying and reflecting so they can discern where God is at work amongst their 

community and how they might best be part of that. 

 

The parish was established twenty years ago, before which they were part of the Waihi Parish, with 

Anglican services being held in the Whangamatā Community Church at least once a month.  

 

Reverend Peter says since then they have “drifted happily along” but a “keenness for a clear vision” 

has prompted the parish to start looking at its mission.  

 

“We are a church that has 

been well-served by a number 

of people who are stepping 

back from their roles. As new 

leaders step forward, we will 

naturally transition from ‘what 

was’, to ‘what will be’. That 

makes now the right time to 

actually define what we want 

that future to look like,” 

Reverend Peter says. 

 

 
Whangamatā Anglican Church parishioners at their annual Christmas luncheon 
 



He says the visioning process isn’t about reaching a predetermined outcome decided by church 

hierarchy or a response to any crisis (Sunday worship numbers have actually risen by a third since 

2016). 
 
“We might feel we are being called in a completely different direction to present or we may feel 
strongly affirmed in how things are going. Regardless of the outcome, it means we can be intentional 
about the path we choose to walk on together.”  
 
The Parish actually began the visioning process last year but, like so many things in 2020, Covid-19 
derailed it and the decision was made to begin again after Easter 2021. In the meantime, Whangamatā 
Anglican Church is continuing with the ministry, fellowship and service it is well known for within the 
town. 
 
Retired priest David Swann and parishioner Diane Norris have been key leaders for the Church’s 
services at local rest home Moana House. The church has been doing this ministry, holding three 
services a month, since the home was established 25 years ago – before Whangamatā was even a 
parish in its own right. 
 

The Church’s Op Shop is well supported by the whole community and has a roster of nearly 40 

volunteers from both the parish and the township. 

 

The parish enjoys hosting out of town visitors, making them welcome at services and inviting them 

along to things like their monthly Culinary Club dinner, pancake Tuesdays and monthly parish brunch. 

This is no mean feat considering Whangamatā’s population swells from less than 4500 permanent 

residents to anywhere between 20,000 and 60,000 (depending on who’s crunching the numbers) each 

summer!  

 

“This is easily the most supportive Parish I have had the pleasure to be in. Our parishioners are very 

chilled but also just get on 

with getting things done. 

I’m excited to work with 

them to discover how we 

will continue to work with 

God within our 

community,” says 

Reverend Peter.  

 The Whangamatā Anglican Op Shop (beside the Church’s newly repainted 
Cornerstone House) is well supported by the Parish and the town. 



St Barnabas’ in Aria Gains Historical Listing 
By Jesse King, Waitomo News 

 
St Barnabas’ Church in Aria has been added to the New Zealand Heritage List as a Category 2 historic 
place. 
 
Heritage New Zealand added the former Anglican church to its list due to its historical and cultural 
significance and value. 
 
The Gothic Revival style church was designed by architect C Palmer and built by Piopio builder Arthur 
Buckman in 1923. A stone which sits at the foot of the church entrance says it was laid by the Lord 
Bishop of Auckland Dr A W Averill on February 27 of that year. 
 
Aria resident Keith Tucker knows a thing or two about the church, after all, his mother May Tucker 
played the organ in it for 40 years. 
 
“They used to have communion on Sundays and there were two services: one at 11am and one at 
7pm. She’d play the organ at both. We all had to go down when we were kids. The church was full with 
more than 90 people on a Sunday,” Keith says. 
 
Keith was baptised in the church following a move to Aria when he was two weeks old after he and 
May took a train from Hunterville to Te Kuiti. From there they met up with his dad Harold at the new 
family farm, in Aria, the same one Keith and his wife Kath live on today. 
 
In Keith’s younger years, horses were still a main mode of transport, but the Tuckers had a 1928 
Chevy they would drive to church in. 
 
At the time, Aria had three shops including a butchery and a bakery, as well as a post office and 
boarding houses. 
 
Planning for the Anglican church to be built 
began in 1912 — just nine years after Aria 
township was formed as a special settlement. 
 Then WWI occurred and the congregation did 
not begin planning again until 1919. Two years 
later, they had raised £400 for the project. 
 
Like many churches at the time, St Barnabas’ 
was built with lancet windows, a steeply pitched 
roof and a belfry. 
 
Lance Kana and Keith painted the church’s roof 
about 25-years-ago. 
 

 Keith Tucker and  Kathleen Reeve-Smith outside 
Aria’s Church of St Barnabas which was listed as a 
Category 2 historical building in 2020. 



Keith says: “The top of the church is so steep; 
Lance and I had a ladder hanging down each side 
of the church to hang on. We’d go up, have a 
spell, then paint down, shuffle the ladder over and 
climb back up. Sitting on top we both reckoned: 
‘this is the closest we’re ever going to get to 
heaven’”. 
 
The church was built using totara board and 
battens, featuring oiled heart rimu lining inside. 
 

In the 50s and 60s it received alterations including the removing of the belfry, the widening of its 
entrance and the addition of a pathway from the gate to the porch. During this time, services were well 
attended thanks to the energy and drive of people such as locals Kathleen Reeve-Smith. 
 
Kathleen was a key part of the Ladies Guild of Aria which helped to fund the church as well as 
assisting with its day-to-day operation. 
 
Numbers declined in 1975 and St Barnabas’ joined a protestant congregation, the Cooperating Parish 
of Piopio, Aria and Mokau. 
 
The number of parishioners dwindled to about 10 in 1994 and with pressing maintenance issues, the 
church faced potential closure. 
 
Heritage New Zealand assessment advisor Alexandra Foster says the Aria community rallied, forming 
the St Barnabas’ Restoration Committee. 
 
The committee contacted all homeowners in the area who pledged $2730 as well as cement, timber 
and labour towards helping. 
 
Other initiatives included bake sales, an annual raft race on the Mokau River and garden bus tours 
with commentary on the Aria’s history. 
 
“With the success of these events the church was able to be re-piled and repainted within two years 
and the church roof replaced in 2004,” Alexandra says. 
 
“A small kitchenette was added last year 
to the vestry in the porch along with 
continued maintenance, including 
replacing rotten timbers.” 
 
The church still hosts occasional services. 

 
 



Epiphanytide 
 

Epiphanytide, also known as the Seasons or Sundays After Epiphany, is the liturgical period 
immediately following the Christmas season. It begins on the day of Epiphany (January 6th), also 
known as Three Kings Day, directly after the 12 days of Christmas. 
 
The end of epiphanytide is a little more contentious. Some believe it ends on February 2nd with the 
presentation of Jesus at the Temple, while others mark the season right up to Ash Wednesday 
(February 17th this year) at the beginning of Lent. 
 
“Epiphany” comes from the Greek epiphaneia, meaning “manifestation” or “appearance.” In 2 Timothy 
1:9–10, the word is used to refer to the manifestation of Jesus Christ: “This grace was given us in 
Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our 
Saviour, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through 
the gospel.” 
 
Epiphany is most commonly associated with the visitation of the Magi (also known as the three kings 
or wise men). Two other manifestations of Christ’s glory associated with Epiphany are Jesus’s baptism 
and his changing water into wine at the wedding in Cana.  
 
Though the Season after Epiphany is 
one of two periods in the Church 
calendar known as “ordinary time,” 
there’s nothing unimportant or boring 
about it! This season is the season of 
light. It is the time when we recall the 
Gospel story of Christ as the Light of 
the World to all peoples. It is a time in 
which we focus on the 
Transfiguration and glory of Christ, 
the mission of the Church to reach all 
the peoples of the earth, and the 
great gift of God’s grace in revealing 
healing truth and light to the world.  
 

 



We Have Come To Honour Him 
With thanks to Trinity United Church, Washington US 

  
Put yourself in the place of the Magi. What must have been their thoughts, their hopes, their fears as 
they began this incredible journey? As they ended it? They had, no doubt, risked their fortunes and 
their reputations to travel far --- only to have their purposes nearly thwarted and their lives threatened 
by a paranoid ruler. 
 
They had travelled to see royalty and they were led to kneel before a baby born of poor parents in an 
out of the way place. They must have had both dreams and nightmares about this particular journey 
for the rest of their lives as they wondered at its meaning for them and for all the world. Thinking of 
those wise men I find myself wondering about what stirred in their hearts to compel them to risk so 
much. What deep yearning for something other than what they had known led them to travel so far? 
And as I think of them I find myself thinking of all of us and wondering at other journeys taken...and 
what it is that makes such journeys possible, necessary, preferable, even, to simply living the life that 
is right before us. What sign in the sky, what communication from God, would make me go that deep, 
that far to discover its meaning for me?  
 
For me, the wise men tell us to keep our eyes and ears and hearts open for those times when we are 
called to step out in faith. Those times will come to us all, that's guaranteed. And when they do, it is 
also a sure thing that we will encounter God, perhaps in unexpected ways and places, too. And it is 
also certain that our lives will never be the same again. Let us look at the Magi’s journey a little more in 
depth and see how this works for us.  
 
It strikes me that those travelers to Bethlehem were simply living their lives to their natural conclusions. 
For apparently their life's work was studying the stars. And when they saw a star which seemed to hold 
such meaning, all they could do, if they were to be true to who they were called to be, was to follow its 
direction.  
 
This tells me that we are called first of all to live as fully as we can the life God has given us without 
apology or pretext. Think about the nativity and those who came; shepherds in fields being told by 
angels to go and see; wise men who studied the stars following a star. It isn’t about a carpenter who all 
of a sudden sees a star and 
follows it. In fact, we are told that 
most missed the sign. Those in 
Jerusalem who might have been 
expected to see it and know it, 
didn’t see it. Even when it was 
pointed out to them, they sent 
the wise men to Bethlehem. 
They were too busy.  
 
Being fully open to God in the 
moment you are in is part of 
what we hear. When you do that 
you will find you encounter God, 
sometimes in very unexpected 



ways. Again, think about those travelers. Having studied the stars and having felt the prodding of one 
particular star to take this incredible journey they first, as was logical, went to Jerusalem where King 
Herod resided. If you are looking for a king you start by going to the palace. But they were sent on and 
when they came to the place to which the star led them, they were met there by God. We know this 
could not have been at all what they expected. Arriving at a humble home of a tradesman would have 
caused them to pause. Such a child’s birth is not signaled in the heavens. Yet this one’s birth they had 
seen in the stars. 
 
 They moved beyond doubt to belief and because of this they encountered not the king they expected 
but God in the form of a baby or young child. Against all odds they believed that “Holy One,” God’s 
Own Son was present in these humble surroundings and offered their gifts.  
 
This challenges us to look for God in the midst of our lives. It might be in unexpected places and ways 
and instead of rejecting the idea or arguing that this could not be, to believe. I know I have often 
encountered God in my duties. Having a small child come up to you after church and give you a hug 
just because you are their pastor is such an encounter. Visiting with people who are struggling to make 
ends meet, to keep life together, yet having such a dignity about them is such a glimpse.  
 
The word epiphany means manifestation. This season is about the light of God come into the world. 
We will see it if we set aside our preconceptions. This is what the travellers did and yet, at the same 
time what happened was probably more than what they bargained for when they first started out.  
 
We do not know exactly what prompted them to leave their studies to follow the star, for packing up to 
travel to far flung places was probably not in the job descriptions they first accepted. In going they 
were, I am sure, thinking they would see a king, who would receive their tribute and likely they would 
receive something in return. For that is how things worked in those days.  
 
In the end they learned to trust and believe, not from the rational side of the brain, the side they would 
mostly have used in their work, but from the emotional side, the heart. The journey had taken them 
from sitting in a quiet, familiar place, taking notes on parchment and sharing their insights with others 
to a time of exploration. I imagine the rest of their days were forever changed. As they reflected on 
what they saw and experienced they were probably puzzled as well as gratified by what had 
happened. They would have returned definitely changed.  
 
Perhaps this is so for all of us. As we use and develop the gifts that God has planted within us... as we 
become all we were made to be, with eyes and hearts open, we, too, will encounter God. And yet, 
there must be a point, it seems when we follow God's leading out of our most comfortable places in 
order that we 
might encounter 
the Holy One as 
well. And it could 
be that it might 
not look like we 
thought it would, 
but in the 
surprise itself, 
perhaps God 
resides. 



 

Connecting With Young People  
 
While the Strandz resources are predominately made with the parish leaders of children and families in 
mind, they are very easy to adapt for home use and offer a great way for parents, grandparents and 
extended whanau to connect with young people and their faith 
journey. The website is easy to navigate and lots loads of free 
downloadable resources (created by Strandz and other vetted 
organisations). 
 
As our kids head back to school, Strandz want to ensure they 
know they are supported by their local church whānau. They 
have put together some great ideas and resources to help you 
pray for students and teachers, giving them the best start to the 
academic year. Strandz Back to School Blessing Kete includes 
fun, creative and simple ways to inspire ANYONE to, not only 



pray for others, but let people know they are in our prayers. Check it out HERE. 
 
Likewise the PRAYER and Seasonal sections (check out all the amazing Epiphanytide ideas HERE) 
are jam packed with ideas and downloads that offer fun ways of connecting with the spiritual journey of 
the young people in your life. 
 
 

What The Re-Vamped Connected  
Covered in 2020 

 
Mental and Spiritual Wellbeing  
In August Auckland entered its second Covid lockdown while the rest of us in provincial New Zealand 
held our collective breath. It started to become clear that living with and through Covid was going to be 
a marathon, not a sprint. In an effort to help get us all across the finish line in good heart, health and 
head, Connected put together a kete of resources (created by trusted professionals from New Zealand 
and afar) to help readers look after their mental and physical health.  Find them HERE. 
 
EOLCA  
We devoted a lot of our October issue (including the Resources section HERE) to the (then) upcoming 
referendum asking New Zealanders if they supported passing into law the End of Life Choice Act 
2019. Although a third of New Zealanders had concerns about the act, the “Yes” voters were in the 
majority and the Act will be passed into law this year and assisted dying and euthanasia will become 
legal. Much of the “No” campaign centred around problems with the Act itself and the situations that 
could arise from passing “bad” legislation. In 2021 and beyond people in our diocese will continue to 
advocate in this area – helping to make sure abuses do 
not occur and our most vulnerable are protected.  
 
Advent and Christmas 
In November we talked with some of the leaders 
throughout our diocese and were inspired HERE by all 
the myriad ways they connected to God during Advent 
and Christmas. The following month we published tips 
and resources HERE for making it through the silly 
season and looking after your mental, physical, financial 
and spiritual health. 
 
We also shared with you a new Diocesan Advent study 
resource made up of three reflections (preparation, 
hope, and joy), questions, space for reflection, short 
Bible reading plans and assorted Advent. 
  

https://www.strandz.org.nz/back-to-school.html
https://www.strandz.org.nz/prayer.html
https://www.strandz.org.nz/epiphany.html
https://www.taranakicathedral.org.nz/uploads/Connected/Sept2020/Sept_MentalHealth_Resources.pdf
https://www.taranakicathedral.org.nz/uploads/Connected/Oct2020/Oct_EOLCA_Resources.pdf
https://www.taranakicathedral.org.nz/uploads/Connected/Nov2020/Nov_Resources.pdf
https://www.taranakicathedral.org.nz/Publications/Connected/Dec2020/Dec_Resources.pdf


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applications For Aid Grants 
The Finance and Audit subcommittee would like to 
consider applications for grants in aid at its 15 
February 2021 meeting. 
  
If the parish Vestry thinks your parish has a need, 
please get the application in to this office no later 
than 1 February 2021  stating the case for financial 

Privacy Act 2020 Changes 
NZ’s Privacy Act has recently been updated. 

 
Read about the changes HERE 

Read the news Guidelines to Churches HERE 

   

Applications For Aid Grants 
The Finance and Audit subcommittee would like to 
consider applications for grants in aid at its 15 
February 2021 meeting. 
  
If the parish Vestry thinks your parish has a need, 
please get the application in to this office no later 
than 1 February 2021, stating the case for financial 
support e.g. a business case and a conclusion.   
 
The Finance and Audit Subcommittee is obliged to 
prioritise the use of the small fund available for the 
financial support for parishes.  The highest priority 
will be afforded to parishes that are unable to meet 
their operational commitments or have emergency 
needs.  
 
If you have any queries, please contact Jill 
Schumacher on ea@wtanglican.nz 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Privacy Act 2020 Changes 
NZ’s Privacy Act has recently been updated. You can read 

about the changes HERE and then read the new Guidelines 

to Churches HERE. Or visit www.wtanglican.nz/privacy/ 
 

https://www.wtanglican.nz/site_files/19978/upload_files/PrivacyActChanges(English).pdf?dl=1
https://www.wtanglican.nz/site_files/19978/upload_files/PrivacyAct2020-GuidelinesforChurches.pdf?dl=1
https://www.wtanglican.nz/privacy/
mailto:ea@wtanglican.nz
https://www.wtanglican.nz/site_files/19978/upload_files/PrivacyActChanges(English).pdf?dl=1
https://www.wtanglican.nz/site_files/19978/upload_files/PrivacyAct2020-GuidelinesforChurches.pdf?dl=1
https://www.wtanglican.nz/privacy/

