
 

 

A Final Word 
 

I think I have managed to say all there is 
to be said before I leave New Plymouth 
next week.  Thank you for everything- I 
have so enjoyed sharing worship with you 
on Sundays.  It has been such a privilege, 
and one of the high points of my 20 years 
as a Priest. 
 
You are very welcome to join me (and 
others) at Pukeiti on Sunday, where I 
plan to be from about 12 noon until 2 pm 
(Covid and weather permitting, of 
course).  It’s a lovely place to leave from, 
and it means you can take your own 
picnic if you wish, enjoy the café, walks 
and the beauty of God’s creation.  To me, 
a fitting farewell, as life will carry on, and 
I have only played a infinitesimal part in 

the life of God’s people in Taranaki and St Mary’s. 
 
And of course, I aim to leave you with a smile on Sunday…(hopefully) 
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To Infinity and Beyond 
By Paul Goulet 

 
My grandchildren love the Toy Story series. To be honest 
with you, I love the whole series, especially the character 
called “Buzz Lightyear.” Have you ever seen these movies? 
Who’s your favourite character, and what’s his/her 
signature line? I love when Buzz declares, “To infinity and 
beyond!” right before he jumps into thin air. He really can’t 
fly, but he doesn’t know it. He has no jet propulsion or 
aerodynamic design, but he believes that he does.  
 
Paul the Apostle was like this. Although he was a short 
fellow with an eyesight problem and an undisclosed thorn in 
his flesh, he boldly declared, “I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:13, NKJV) He 

seemed to be opposed by religious leaders, Romans, and Gentile witches, but he 
declared, “What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who 
can be against us?”  
 
(Romans 8:31, NIV) In one conflict situation, Paul even admitted, “My message and 
my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of 
the Spirit’s power,” (1 Corinthians 2:4, NIV). 
 
So, maybe it’s time you place your confidence and plans in the hands of almighty 
God. This new year will have its share of obstacles, but God is on your side.  
If you knew that failure would not ruin your plans this year, what would you 
endeavor? If you knew that God would send help, protection, and favor, what would 
you try?  
 
John Maxwell wrote a book called Failing Forward. I recommend you pick it up and 
start dreaming, planning, and strategizing bigger. God is looking for dreamers like 
Abraham, Gideon, Deborah, and David. Dare to dream, and you will see a bigger God 
than you’ve ever seen.  
 
… stay tune for Jacqui’s Version on Sunday! 
 

 

https://my.bible.com/bible/114/PHP.4.13.NKJV
https://my.bible.com/bible/111/ROM.8.31.NIV
https://my.bible.com/bible/111/1CO.2.4.NIV


 
Meditation(s) of the Week 

 
 
 

There Is Blessing in the Leaving 
This beautiful piece of liturgy is not appropriate to say to myself, 

Or to impose on other people to say to me.   
So instead, I offer it to you as a resource 
For any ‘leavings’ you may encounter. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Make a careful exploration of who you are and the work you have been given, and then 
sink yourself into that. Don’t be impressed with yourself. Don’t compare yourself with 
others. Each of you must take responsibility for doing the creative best you can with your 
own life. —Gal. 6:4–5  
 

This Day We Say Grateful 
A Sending Blessing 
It is a strange thing 

to be so bound 
and so released 

all in the same moment, 
to feel the heart 

open wide 
and wider still 

even as it turns 
to take its leave. 



On this day, 
let us say 

this is simply the way 
love moves 

in its ceaseless spiraling, 
turning us toward 

one another, 
then sending us 

into what waits for us 
with arms open wide to us 

in welcome 
and in hope. 
On this day, 
in this place 

where you have 
poured yourself out, 
where you have been 

emptied 
and filled 

and emptied again, 
may you be aware 

more than ever 
of what your heart 

has opened to 
here, 

what it has tended 
and welcomed 

here, 
where it has broken 
in love and in grief, 
where it has given 

and received blessing 
in the unfathomable mystery 

that moves us, 
undoes us, 

and remakes us 
finally 
for joy. 
This day 

may you know 
this joy 

in full measure. 



This day 
may you know 

this blessing 
that gathers you in 
and sends you forth 

but will not 
forget you. 
O hear us 
as this day 

we say 
grace; 

this day 
we say 

grateful; 
this day 
we say 

blessing; 
this day 

we release you 
in God’s keeping 

and hold you 
in gladness 
and love. 
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Farewell To A Wonder(ful) Woman and Leader 
 
The small team of staff at Taranaki Cathedral want to extend our most heartfelt 
thanks to Jacqui for the amazing leadership she has brought to the Cathedral. 
 
From our privileged position working alongside her we have seen first-hand the 
amount of energy and passion Jacqui has put into Taranaki Cathedral and our parish.  
 
We have all benefitted from her wisdom, grace and slightly wicked sense of humour. 
Our hearts are heavy to say goodbye but we wish her and Craig safe and smooth 
travels as they embark on their next adventure. Farewell Jacqui 
 
Hokia ki ō maunga kia purea ai koe e ngā hau a Tāwhirimātea 
(Return to your mountains so that you can be cleansed by the winds of Tāwhirimātea) 
 
 
Prayer From Our Final Staff Meeting With Jacqui 
 
Almighty God, 
 
Thank you for every seat that has been filled here, today. For each mind and heart that fills the 
presence of this room, we thank You. Only You truly know what we are setting out to accomplish 
today. We have an idea, a vision, hints, and 
daily instructions. We have talents, abilities, and 
time to work. However, only You can see in 
perfect detail the end of every beginning. Every 
project, every season, every life. Nothing is ever in 
vain, for even mistakes are used for good. 
 
We ask for your blessing upon Jacqui and Craig 
as they finish their time here in Taranaki and 
prepare to move and begin a new chapter in their 
lives on the South Island. We thank you for 
Jacqui’s leadership and friendship over the past 
two years as our Dean, following her heart to 
make this Cathedral Church and its people the 
best that it can be, always to the glory of your 
name. 
 
Draw us closer to the Holy Trinity so that 
everything we do this day may be pleasing in your 
sight. And remind our pride that what isn’t 
achieved today, will be achieved tomorrow. 
 
This we ask through Jesus Christ, your son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

We farewell our wonderful, wacky, wise 
leader Jacqui – and welcome our newest 
sensei (teacher) Dan 



8am In-Person Service Re-starting 
From this Sunday (Nov 21st) we will be offering two in-person services — at 8am and 
10am. Please note that all the “normal” COVID-19 safety measures apply including 
mask wearing, social distancing and recording your visit. If you’re not feeling well (or 
simply enjoy our virtual services) our online worship will continue via Facebook and 
Youtube. 
 
Farewelling Dean Jacqui 
You are warmly invited to join us farewelling Dean Jacqui (and Craig) following her 
last service this Sunday. We are planning to meet at Pukeiti from 12 noon. You can 
farewell Jacqui and Craig in a well ventilated environment . There is the Cafe available 
for lunch or you may choose to bring your own picnic 
 
E-ffervescence Deliveries Stopping 
Hand deliveries of our weekly parish newsletter will stop at the end of this month. If 
you (or someone you know) would like a printed copy let Jen in the office know and 
she will arrange for it to be ready for collection at the back of the Interim Cathedral 
after Sunday services or from the office (weekdays 10am-2pm). (Deliveries were a 
response to the August alert level rise which meant we couldn’t gather as a 
community or have visitors to Hatherly Hall). 
 
Green Light for Cathedral Groups 
Groups that meet in our buildings are able to restart. Group leaders will need to plan 
how they will follow current COVID-19 restrictions. You should liaise with Jen in the 
office — who has loads of experience in the area. Once your plan is approved, Jen will 
book space for your group to meet (while building work is underway we are strongly 
encouraging all groups to meet in the Peace Lounge which has much easier parking 
and access).  
 
Advent Study 
We will be running an evening advent study as a chance to gather together, share 
some time and reflect on the year that’s been — and what’s to come in this advent 
season.  It’s likely the study will take place in people’s homes so we can stick to 
appropriate COVID-19 restrictions. More details are to come, but in the meantime if 
you are interested in either being a host or a participant please email Sarah 
Foy sfoy@xtra.co.nz or phone her 06 757 2878. 
 

mailto:sfoy@xtra.co.nz


 
2 Samuel 23:1-7 

Now these are the last words of David: The oracle of David, son of Jesse, the oracle 
of the man whom God exalted, the anointed of the God of Jacob, the favorite of the 
Strong One of Israel: The spirit of the Lord speaks through me, his word is upon my 
tongue. The God of Israel has spoken, the Rock of Israel has said to me: One who 
rules over people justly, ruling in the fear of God, is like the light of morning, like the 
sun rising on a cloudless morning, gleaming from the rain on the grassy land. Is not 
my house like this with God? For he has made with me an everlasting covenant, 
ordered in all things and secure. Will he not cause to prosper all my help and my 
desire? But the godless are all like thorns that are thrown away; for they cannot be 
picked up with the hand; to touch them one uses an iron bar or the shaft of a spear. 
And they are entirely consumed in fire on the spot. 
 
 
 

Psalm 93 
The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty; the Lord is robed, he is girded with strength. 

He has established the world; it shall never be moved; 

your throne is established from of old; you are from everlasting. 

The floods have lifted up, O Lord, the floods have lifted up their voice; the floods lift 

up their roaring. 

More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, more majestic than the waves of 

the sea, majestic on high is the Lord! 

Your decrees are very sure; holiness befits your house, O Lord, forevermore. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Revelation 1:4-8 
John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is 
and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his 
throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the 
ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his 
blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be 
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes 
of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 
 
 
 

 
John 18: 33-37 

Then Pilate entered the headquarters* again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, ‘Are 
you the King of the Jews?’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you ask this on your own, or did 
others tell you about me?’ Pilate replied, ‘I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and 
the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?’ Jesus answered, 
‘My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers 
would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my 
kingdom is not from here.’ Pilate asked him, ‘So you are a king?’ Jesus answered, 
‘You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.’ Pilate 
asked him, ‘What is truth?’ 
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SUNDAY 21 
Christ the King (or The Reign of Christ) 
Sunday/Ko te Karaiti te Kīngī  
34th Sunday in Ordinary Time/Te Rātapu Toru 
Tekau mā whā o He wā noa iho 
Ps 132:1-12,(13-19)  2 Sam 23:1-7 
Rev 1:4b-8   John 18:33-37  
 
Morning Prayer:    Ps 29,110  
Isa 32:1-8    Rev 3:7-22 
   
Evening Prayer:    Ps 72*  
Dan 5    John 6:1-15 
  
 
MONDAY 22 
Cecilia, Martyr at Rome, c.230 
Dan 1:1-6,8-20   Luke 21:1-4  
Canticle: Bless the Lord  
 
Morning Prayer:    Ps (92),96  
Isa 14:3-20   Matt 9:18-34 
  
Evening Prayer:   Ps 80,(81)  
Isa 40:1-11   Rev 14:1-13  
   
 
TUESDAY 23 
Clement, Bishop of Rome, Martyr, c.100 

Dan 2:31-45   Luke 21:5-11  
Canticle: Benedicite 1-3  
 
Morning prayer:    Ps 97,(98,100)  
Matt 9:35–10:15   Isa 17   
   
Evening prayer:    Ps (99),101  
Rev 14:14–15:end  Isa 40:12-26 
  
    
WEDNESDAY 24 
Dan 5:1-6,13-14, 16-17,23-28  
Canticle: Benedicite 5-8  
Luke 21:12-19   

 
Morning prayer:    Ps 110,111,112  
Isa 19   Matt 10:16-33   
   
Evening prayer:    Isa 40:27–41:7  
Ps (121),122,(123,124)  
Rev 16:1-11    
  
  
THURSDAY 25 
Dan 6:12-end   Luke 21:20-28  
Canticle: Benedicite 9-13  
 
Morning Prayer:  
Ps 125,(126,127,128)  Isa 21:1-12 
Matt 10:34–11:1   
  
Evening Prayer:    Ps 131,132,133  
Isa 41:8-20   Rev 16:12-end 
   
 
FRIDAY 26 
Dan 7:2-14   Luke 21:29-33  
Canticle: Benedicite 14-18  
 
Morning Prayer:   Ps 139  
Isa 22:1-14   Matt 11:2-19  
   
Evening Prayer:    Ps 146,(147)  
Isa 41:21–42:9   Rev 17    
  
   
SATURDAY 27 
Dan 7:15-27   Luke 21:34-36 
Canticle: Benedicite 19-end  
 
Morning Prayer   Ps 145  
Isa 24    Matt 11:20-end  
  
Evening Prayer:   Isa 42:10-17Ps 
(148,149),150   Rev 18   
 


