
  
Isaiah 65:17-25 

For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not 
be remembered or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am 
creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. I 
will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of 
weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress. No more shall there be in it an infant 
that lives but a few days, or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; for one 
who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, and one who falls short of a 
hundred will be considered accursed. They shall build houses and inhabit them; they 
shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; they 
shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people 
be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labor in 
vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord— 
and their descendants as well. Before they call I will answer, while they are yet 
speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox; but the serpent—its food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or 
destroy on all my holy mountain, says the Lord. 

 
Acts 1: 19-27 

After Jesus had returned to Heaven, Peter talked to his followers about Judas, who 
had been one of the twelve disciples, but had betrayed Jesus and was no more. 
He said: 
 

 “Judas must now be replaced. The replacement must come from the company of men 
who stayed together with us from the time Jesus was baptized by John up to the day 
of his ascension, designated along with us as a witness to his resurrection.” 
 

They nominated two: Joseph Barsabbas, nicknamed Justus, and Matthias. Then they 
prayed, “You, O God, know every one of us inside and out. Make plain which of these 
two men you choose to take the place in this ministry and leadership that Judas threw 
away in order to go his own way.” They then drew straws. Matthias won and was 
counted in with the eleven disciples. 
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John 20:18 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went 
to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, 
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid 
him.”  
 

Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were 
running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He 
bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go 
in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the 
linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached 
the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not 
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples 
returned to their homes. 
 
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been 
lying, one at the head and the other at the feet.  
 

They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have 
taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had 
said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that 
it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you 
looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus 
said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means 
Teacher).  
 

Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the 
Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and 
your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 
disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to 
her. 

 


