Readings for Sunday
October 17th
Job 38:1-41
Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind: “Who is this that darkens counsel
by words without knowledge? Gird up your loins like a man, I will question you, and
you shall declare to me.
“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have
understanding. Who determined its measurements—surely you know! Or who
stretched the line upon it? On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its
cornerstone when the morning stars sang together and all the heavenly beings
shouted for joy? “Or who shut in the sea with doors when it burst out from the
womb?— when I made the clouds its garment, and thick darkness its swaddling
band, and prescribed bounds for it, and set bars and doors, and said, ‘Thus far shall
you come, and no farther, and here shall your proud waves be stopped’?
“Have you commanded the morning since your days began, and caused the dawn to
know its place, so that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth, and the wicked be
shaken out of it? It is changed like clay under the seal, and it is dyed like a
garment. Light is withheld from the wicked, and their uplifted arm is broken. “Have
you entered into the springs of the sea, or walked in the recesses of the deep? Have
the gates of death been revealed to you, or have you seen the gates of deep
darkness? Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth? Declare, if you know all
this. “Where is the way to the dwelling of light, and where is the place of
darkness, that you may take it to its territory and that you may discern the paths to
its home? Surely you know, for you were born then, and the number of your days is
great! “Have you entered the storehouses of the snow, or have you seen the
storehouses of the hail, which I have reserved for the time of trouble, for the day of
battle and war? What is the way to the place where the light is distributed, or where
the east wind is scattered upon the earth?
“Who has cut a channel for the torrents of rain, and a way for the thunderbolt, to
bring rain on a land where no one lives, on the desert, which is empty of human
life, to satisfy the waste and desolate land, and to make the ground put forth
grass? “Has the rain a father, or who has begotten the drops of dew? From whose
womb did the ice come forth, and who has given birth to the hoarfrost of heaven? The
waters become hard like stone, and the face of the deep is frozen. “Can you bind the
chains of the Pleiades, or loose the cords of Orion? Can you lead forth the Mazzaroth

in their season, or can you guide the Bear with its children? Do you know the
ordinances of the heavens? Can you establish their rule on the earth? “Can you lift up
your voice to the clouds, so that a flood of waters may cover you? Can you send forth
lightnings, so that they may go and say to you, ‘Here we are’? Who has put wisdom in
the inward parts, or given understanding to the mind? Who has the wisdom to
number the clouds? Or who can tilt the waterskins of the heavens, when the dust
runs into a mass and the clods cling together? “Can you hunt the prey for the lion, or
satisfy the appetite of the young lions, when they crouch in their dens, or lie in wait in
their covert? Who provides for the raven its prey, when its young ones cry to God,
and wander about for lack of food?

Psalm 104
Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, you are very great. You are clothed with
honour and majesty,
wrapped in light as with a garment. You stretch out the heavens like a tent,
you set the beams of your chambers on the waters, you make the clouds your
chariot, you ride on the wings of the wind,
you make the winds your messengers, fire and flame your ministers.
You set the earth on its foundations, so that it shall never be shaken.
You cover it with the deep as with a garment; the waters stood above the mountains.
At your rebuke they flee; at the sound of your thunder they take to flight.
They rose up to the mountains, ran down to the valleys to the place that you
appointed for them.
You set a boundary that they may not pass, so that they might not again cover the
earth.
You make springs gush forth in the valleys; they flow between the hills,
giving drink to every wild animal; the wild asses quench their thirst.
By the streams the birds of the air have their habitation; they sing among the
branches.
From your lofty abode you water the mountains; the earth is satisfied with the fruit of
your work.
You cause the grass to grow for the cattle, and plants for people to use, to bring forth
food from the earth,

and wine to gladden the human heart, oil to make the face shine, and bread to
strengthen the human heart.
The trees of the Lord are watered abundantly, the cedars of Lebanon that he planted.
In them the birds build their nests; the stork has its home in the fir trees.
The high mountains are for the wild goats; the rocks are a refuge for the coneys.
You have made the moon to mark the seasons; the sun knows its time for setting.
You make darkness, and it is night, when all the animals of the forest come creeping
out.
The young lions roar for their prey, seeking their food from God.
When the sun rises, they withdraw and lie down in their dens.
People go out to their work and to their labor until the evening.
O Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all; the earth
is full of your creatures.
Yonder is the sea, great and wide, creeping things innumerable are there, living
things both small and great.
There go the ships, and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it.
These all look to you to give them their food in due season;
when you give to them, they gather it up; when you open your hand, they are filled
with good things.
When you hide your face, they are dismayed; when you take away their breath, they
die and return to their dust.
When you send forth your spirit, they are created; and you renew the face of the
ground.
May the glory of the Lord endure forever; may the Lord rejoice in his works—
who looks on the earth and it trembles, who touches the mountains and they smoke.
I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I have being.
May my meditation be pleasing to him, for I rejoice in the Lord.
Let sinners be consumed from the earth, and let the wicked be no more. Bless
the Lord, O my soul. Praise the Lord!

Hebrews 5:1-10
Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to
God on their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He is able to deal gently with
the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is subject to weakness; and because of
this he must offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of the people. And one
does not presume to take this honor, but takes it only when called by God, just as
Aaron was. So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was
appointed by the one who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten
you”; as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, according to the
order of Melchizedek.” In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and
supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from
death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. Although he was a Son,
he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made perfect, he
became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been designated
by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.

Mark 10:35-45
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him,
“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them,
“What is it you want me to do for you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at
your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do
not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” They replied, “We are able.” Then
Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with
which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my left is
not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”
When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. So Jesus
called them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they
recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over
them. But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you
must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of
all. For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a
ransom for many.”

