
 
 

Kia ora koutou! 
 
Happy 4th Week of Advent. In our gospel reading this week, we hear the story of 
Mary’s visit to her cousin Elizabeth. We hear of Elizabeth’s joy (and John’s) at Mary’s 
arrival and over the baby, Mary was carrying. And we hear Mary’s song of praise. A 
song of joy and hope. A song of God’s goodness and faithfulness to be who God’s has 
promised to be. A song that points forward to the day that God will make all things 
new. But Mary’s song is also uncomfortable; it warns that God’s order is at odds with 
the world’s order. As there often is in scripture, there is tension. As we reflect on this 
week’s reading, may we be filled with the kind of joy and excitement that Mary and 
Elizabeth had, and may we continue, as we watch, to ask God how we can best 
embody the sort of lives and communities that reflect the joy and hope and 
transformation of God’s reign on earth which has come, is coming and will come in all 
its fullness. More on that on Sunday. 
 
In other news, please check out what is coming up here at the Taranaki Cathedral 
(full details included below). This Sunday we have our 8am and 10am Services of the 
Word, Wednesday is our Festival of 9 Lessons & Carols, Christmas Eve we have our 
family picnic and Midnight Mass, and Christmas Day we have our 2 Christmas Day 
services at 8am and 10am. Also, just in case you were wondering, Eucharist will 
return to our worship services starting with Midnight Mass.   
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As I worked through the creative process for 
this image, I was talking to my mother and 
showing her my inspiration board: images of 
babies in the womb, spinning or cuddling. She 
said that John dancing for joy in his mother’s 
womb is one of her favourite biblical images. 
 
I thought back to my study abroad in Glasgow, 
Scotland, at the Glasgow School of Art. I was 
interested in childbirth that year. As a woman 
in my early twenties, I had no plans of having 
children anytime soon. Truly, I was intrigued 
by the way we hide the earthy, natural, bloody 
parts of the process. All semester I painted 
fetuses, newborns crowning, mothers birthing 
alone. They were dancing in the womb. They 
were emerging from the womb. They were 
patterns in a collage of orphaned children due 
to the AIDS epidemic. They were an American 
flag interwoven with articles of the strain of 
American military action on children overseas. 
They were newborns, still bloody, painted on 
patterned fabric with the stories of Peter Rabbit 
and the cow jumping over the moon. I even 
made a paint by number children’s book 
explaining the stages of childbirth. The clash of 
a facade of perfection and the tangible reality 
was and is ever-present in my every day.  

 
Here the globe is drawn as the background flow of the image. This long view of the 
world acknowledges the earthy, bloody, tangible, pouring-out reality that Mary and 
Elizabeth will soon embody to bear their sons. There is so much liquid everywhere. The 
central story of the text emerges as John dances with joy in his mother’s womb of this 
world. Around him the patterns of his baptisms flow outward into the miracles of Jesus, 
woven into the flow of landforms and waters on the map. 
 
Where in my daily routines can I remove the facade of perfection, or break through it, 
and embrace the tangible reality of a beautiful and wonderful, earthy joy? 
 
Take a prayerful pause: Breathe deeply as you gaze upon the image above. 
Imagine placing yourself in this scene. What do you see? How do you feel? Get quiet 
and still, offering a silent or spoken prayer to God. 
 
 

Hannah Garrity | Dances For Joy 
Inspired by Luke 1:39-45 

 



E ngā mana, e ngā reo, tēnā tātou! 
 
As another unusual year draws to a close, it’s time to reflect on our mahi at Mere Tapu. The 
second of our three phases of work is well underway. Thanks to your generous support we are 
closer to reopening the Taranaki Cathedral Church of St Mary and our centre for peace and 
reconciliation. No reira, kei te whakawhetai tōnu i tō tātou āwhina mai ki a Mere Tapu: we are so 
grateful for your support toward St Mary’s. Ngā mihi, thank you! 
 
Construction On Track 
If you have driven past, you would have seen the vicarage covered in scaffold for the repainting 
and reroofing work. Inside, the interior is looking renewed. On the lower floor, steelwork has 
allowed us to remove walls and create a generous open space for dining or hui. Less obvious from 
the street is that the shape of Te Whare Hononga is emerging. The subfloor slab is down and the 
foundation walls are in place.  The timber floor will go down before the Christmas break—an 
important milestone. Clelands Construction is managing to keep to their programme despite 
delivery delays and material shortages. The pandemic has made their job much harder. We wish 
our site managers Hoani and Richard, and their teams, a restful Christmas break.  
 
Reconciliation With Mana Whenua 
Once completed, our architecturally striking whare will express the revitalisation of our 
commitment to a reconciled future with mana whenua, Ngāti Te Whiti. Wellington-based Story Inc 
have been hard at work during 2021, developing the exhibition that will share some thought-
provoking stories associated with our site. Constructive conversations between hapū and church 
have continued throughout 2021 as we navigate a way forward together, challenging ourselves 
and (hopefully)  others. 
 
 
 



Te Manu Hononga Named 
With the blessing of Lady Beverley Reeves and daughter Sarah, we have named our centre for 
peace and reconciliation Te Manu Hononga: Sir Paul Reeves Centre after the late Sir Paul 
Reeves. Tā Paora was often referred to as “He Manu Hononga”, a bird that brings people 
together. His work of justice and reconciliation is at the heart of this project. It was only fitting that 
Sarah Reeves and Ngāti Te Whiti chairperson Julie Healey turned the first soil when we began our 
second phase in August.  
 
 
Sharing Our Kaupapa 
During 2021 we have been humbled by the opportunities to share our vision. Prior to Phase 2 
commencing, the Minister for Economic Development, Hon. Stuart Nash and New Plymouth MP 
Glen Bennett, visited our site. Mr Nash, who counts Sir Paul Reeves among his mentors, said it 
was exciting to see the partnership with Ngāti Te Whiti emerging. Significantly, leaders from Te 
Ātiawa, Ngāti Te Whiti and Mere Tapu visited Ngāti Hauā, near Morrinsville, to honour their men 
who are buried in our land. To see more about this, watch the Project Update video on our Te 
Manu Hononga Facebook page HERE. 
 
More Funding Secured 
Last week we received an early Christmas gift — a $75,000 grant from NPDC Built Heritage Fund 
towards the Vicarage renovation works. This brings the total amount fundraised so far to 
$12,340,553. Work is continuing to bridge the remaining funding gap.  
 
2022 and Beyond 
Next year is already shaping up to be a big one. We will mindfully move forward expecting our new 
and renewed whare will open late next year. After that, the earthquake strengthening of the 
Church begins. This will be a technically complex process which will take several years to 
complete. It might also require us to add earplugs to our ever growing list of essential PPE—there 
are a lot of rocks to drill! 
 
Mere Kirihimete ki a koutou!  
Wishing you and your whānau a joyful Christmas, a peaceful rest and a safe start to 2022. 
 
The Taranaki Cathedral Project Team 
  



 
Billeting request  
We have had a request from one of our churches in Fielding. The daughter of one of 
their priests  is a 4th year med student who will be doing a placement in New 
Plymouth next year from February. She is looking for a boarding/billeting opportunity. 
If you are able to help you can contact Niamh on 022 054 1017 or via email at 
thedoctor2357@gmail.com. 
 
Fundraising Success 
Jenny Goddard and her team are delighted to announce they have received a 
$75,000 grant from NPDC Built Heritage Fund towards the Vicarage renovation 
works. The Vicarage is a Category A Heritage building under NPDC District Plan and 
the council was keen to support our “do it once, do it well” renovation initiative. The 
Fundraising total now sits at $12,340,553. 
 
Home Dairies A Success 
A hearty thank you to June Mosely who, via the sale of the 2022 NZ Home Diaries, 
has raised $800 each for both our project and the Open Home Foundation. Thank you 
to everyone who supported June and bought a diary.    
 
Office Hours 
The office will be open next week as usual, closing for the year on Friday the 24th at 
2pm and reopening on Monday the 10th.  While the office is closed the phone will be 
diverted to our mobiles so don’t hesitate to call if you need to get in touch. 
 
Carols By Screenlight 
New Plymouth Brass band is taking its popular  Carols by Candlelight event online this 
year. They are inviting people to gather with friends and whānau, in the comfort of 
their own homes, and join their live stream on Facebook from 7.30pm tonight. To find 
them log into Facebook and search “The Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass” of lick 
HERE. 
 
Summer Carillon Series  
This summer’s series of free recitals on The Kibby Carillon on Pūkākā/Marsland Hill 
began on Sunday the 5th of December and there will be another performance this 
Sunday, the 19th. There will be three performances in the lead up to Christmas 
(Wednesday 22nd, Thursday 23rd and Friday 24th). Further recitals will take place 
throughout January.  All performances begin at 12.00pm and run for approximately 
45mins. 
 
Cathedral Cakes Sold Out 
A big thank you to everyone who supported the Project by buying one of our yummy 
Cathedral Cakes.  
 

mailto:thedoctor2357@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/NewPlymouthBrass


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.facebook.com/events/1061329917771710?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5b%7B%22extra_data%22%3A%22%22%2C%22mechanism%22%3A%22unknown%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22page%22%7D%2C%7B%22extra_data%22%3A%22%22%2C%22mechanism%22%3A%22surface%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22permalink%22%7D%2C%7B%22extra_data%22%3A%22%22%2C%22mechanism%22%3A%22surface%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22edit_dialog%22%7D%5d%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Click each picture (Including 9 Lessons and Carols on the previous page) to go 
through to that event’s Facebook listing (where you’ll find more information) 
 
These are My Vaccine Pass events, so don’t forget your My Vaccine Pass. 
 
And don’t forget we have 8am & 10am services on Christmas Day, and a single 
9am service on Boxing Day. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1275849009582519/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5b%7B%22surface%22%3A%22page%22%7D%5d%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/275089421309119?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5b%7B%22surface%22%3A%22page%22%7D%5d%7D


Micah 5:2-5 
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

Though you are little among the thousands of Judah, 
Yet out of you shall come forth to Me 

The One to be Ruler in Israel, 
Whose goings forth are from of old, 

From everlasting.” 
Therefore He shall give them up, 

Until the time that she who is in labor has given birth; 
Then the remnant of His brethren 

Shall return to the children of Israel. 
And He shall stand and feed[b] His flock 

In the strength of the Lord, 
In the majesty of the name of the Lord His God; 

And they shall abide, 
For now He shall be great 
To the ends of the earth; 

And this One shall be peace. 
 
 

Luke 1:47-55 
And Mary said: 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. 

For He has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant; 
For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed. 

For He who is mighty has done great things for me, 
And holy is His name. 

And His mercy is on those who fear Him 
From generation to generation. 

He has shown strength with His arm; 
He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He has put down the mighty from their thrones, 
And exalted the lowly. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Micah+5%3A2-7&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-22638b


He has filled the hungry with good things, 
And the rich He has sent away empty. 

He has helped His servant Israel, 
In remembrance of His mercy, 

As He spoke to our fathers, 
To Abraham and to his seed forever.” 

 
 
 

Hebrews 10:5-10 
Therefore, when He came into the world, He said: 
“Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, 
But a body You have prepared for Me. 
In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin 
You had no pleasure. 
Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come— 
In the volume of the book it is written of Me— 
To do Your will, O God.’ ” 
 
Previously saying, “Sacrifice and offering, burnt offerings, and offerings for sin You did not desire, 
nor had pleasure in them” (which are offered according to the law),  then He said, “Behold, I have 
come to do Your will,[a]O God.” He takes away the first that He may establish the second. 10 By that 
will we have been [b]sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 

 
 

Luke 1:39-45  
Now Mary arose in those days and went into the hill country with haste, to a city of Judah, and 
entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth. And it happened, when Elizabeth heard the 
greeting of Mary, that the babe leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit. Then she spoke out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb! But why is this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should 
come to me? For indeed, as soon as the voice of your greeting sounded in my ears, the babe 
leaped in my womb for joy. Blessed is she who [a]believed, for there will be a fulfilment of those 
things which were told her from the Lord.” 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb+10%3A5-10&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30143a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb+10%3A5-10&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30144b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A39-45%2C+&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-24939a


SUNDAY 19 December 
4th Sunday of Advent/Te Rātapu Tuawhā o te 
Haerenga Mai 
Micah 5:2-5a  Luke 1:47-55  
Heb 10:5-10   
Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)  
 
Morning Prayer:   Ps 144  
Isa 32:1-8   Rev 22:6-21    
    
Evening Prayer:   Ps 123;(131)  
Isa 10:33–11:10  Matt 1:18-25   
  
   
MONDAY 20 December 
Isa 7:10-14  Ps 24:1-6  
Luke 1:26-38  
 
Morning Prayer:   Ps 46,(95)  
Mal 1:1,6-end  Matt 19:1-12    
  
Evening Prayer:  4,(9)  
Isa 52:13-53:end  
2 Peter 1:1-15    
  
 
TUESDAY 21 December 
Zeph 3:14-18  Luke 1:39-45  
Ps 33:1-4,11-12, 19-end  
 
Morning prayer:   Ps 121, (122,123)  
Mal 2:1-16   Matt 19:13-15    
   
Evening prayer:   Ps (80),84  
Isa 54   2 Peter 1:16-2:3    
 
   
WEDNESDAY 22 December 
1 Sam 1:24-end  Ps 113  
Luke 1:46-56  
 
Morning prayer:  Matt 23:1-12 
Ps (128,129),130, (131)  
Mal 3:13-end of 4  
      

Evening prayer:   Ps 89:1-36  
Isa 56:1-8   2 Peter 3   
  
 THURSDAY 23 December 
Malachi 3:1-4; 4:5-end  
Ps 25:3-9   Luke 1:57-66  
 
Morning Prayer: Mal 3:13-end of 4  
Ps (128,129),130, (131)  
Matt 23:1-12   
  
Evening Prayer:   Ps 89:1-36  
Isa 56:1-8   2 Peter 3    
 
  
FRIDAY 24 December 
The Eve and Vigil of Christmas/Te Rā i mua i te 
Ra Whānautanga 
2 Sam 7:1-5,8-11,16  
Ps 89:2,19-27  Acts 13:16-26  
Luke 1:67-79  
 
Morning Prayer:  Ps 45,(113)  
Nahum 1   Matt 23:13-28    
   
Evening Prayer:   Ps 85  
Zech 2 Rev 1:1-8    
 
    
SATURDAY 25 December 
CHRISTMAS DAY - The Birth of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ /Te Rā Whānautanga o tō tātou 
Ariki, o te Karaiti/Baradin (Hindi) 
Isa 9:2-7   Ps 96  
Titus 2:11-14  Luke 2:1-14,(15-20)  
 
Morning prayer: Isa 52:7-10  
Ps 98   Heb 1:1-4,(5-12)  
John 1:1-14  
  
Evening Prayer: Ps 110, (117)  
Isa 62:1-5   Matt 1:18-25  
 
Other Readings Evening  
Ps 8    Isa 65:17-25  
Phil 2:5-11  
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