
 
 

Tēnā koutou katoa, welcome to the 3rd week of Advent. This week our gospel focuses 
on John, Jesus’ cousin, and his work of 
preparing the way for Jesus, the one 
through whom God has, is, and will 
bring salvation, healing, 
transformation, and liberation to the 
world. (check out the art & poetry in 
this week’s mediation section, it 
provides beautiful thoughts & 
reflections to help us go a bit deep in 
our Advent journey). 
 
On some more nuts & bolts stuff, big 
changes are happening in the way we 
worship. From this Sunday, at 8am 
and 10am worship, you will be 
required to present your My Vaccine 
Pass to be about to enter (as well as 
scan in via QR code, wear a mask). Se 
the notice included in this week’s news 
for more information and how to get 
your My Vaccine Pass. 
 
Finally, I want to share a prayer that I 
have been carrying with me over the 

last few weeks. It feels relevant, and important, as we seek to live and proclaim the 
way of Jesus, from our Covid-19 wilderness. May it be a source of comfort and 
inspiration in our Advent journey, and as we watch and wait for the coming of Jesus 
into the world. 
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As I meditated on the theme, Close 
to Home, I decided that what makes 
a place “home” for me is people. That 
realization informed my decision to 
explore this theme through 
portraiture—the depiction of people. 
The references for each of the 
depictions I’ve painted are actual 
Palestinians and Israelis. It’s 
important to me to bring this ancient 
story truly close to home as we 
consider the current geopolitical 
realities in the land of the Advent 
story. I encourage you to read more 
about the stories of those who 
inspired these depictions. My 
depiction of John the Baptist is 
inspired by Abuna (meaning 
“Father”) Elias Chacour, who was the 
Archbishop of Akko, Haifa, Nazareth 
and All Galilee of the Melkite Greek 
Catholic Church (2006-2014). A 
Palestinian Arab-Israeli, Abuna 
Chacour is a well respected activist 
and educator who established the 

Mar Elias Educational Institutions in 
Ibillin, which educate students of 
multiple religious backgrounds—Arab 

and Israeli—from kindergarten through high school. His life’s work embodies the 
courageous and prophetic pointing to a better way that I also see in John the Baptist. 
John’s words in the text are so full of imagery that it’s impossible to fit it all in one 
image. The shape of his tunic recalls the base of the tree referenced in verse 9. In the 
background is an obvious path, recalling John’s clear instruction to his listeners. 
Share your belongings! Do not extort people! His counsel is so simple, yet apparently 
so hard to follow. The path leads to the sunrise on a new day, the colors of which 
allude to the fire of Jesus’ baptism. In his hand is a key, which is a symbol that you’ll 
see in my other works. 
 
Take a prayerful pause: Breathe deeply as you gaze upon the image above. 
Imagine placing yourself in this scene. What do you see? How do you feel? Get quiet 
and still, offering a silent or spoken prayer to God. 
 
 

Close To Home by Rev. T. Denise Anderson 
Inspired by Luke 3:1-18 



 
 

A warm Welcome to Titia and Phil 
 
Phil Dyer 
and Titia Broekhuizen joined 
our Cathedral Congregation 
earlier this year. Both are 
ordained: Titia as a Deacon 
and Phil as a Priest. Both also 
have a long association with 
the Third Order Society of St. 
Francis.  
 
Spiritual and pastoral care to 
the aged care community are 

two of Titia's passions which led to her joining Tainui Community in July this year in 
her role as Chaplain. Although her background is in Youth Social work, most of her 
working life has evolved around adults. She previously worked as 'on-site' support, 
this used to be called Industrial Chaplaincy, and as a volunteer 'on-call' Chaplain at 
Taranaki Base Hospital. 
 
Titia is a creative person who loves to sew, both patchwork and dressmaking, she is a 
knitter and if time allows, pursues many other creative activities as well as walking 
her puppy Charleigh. Titia is married to Phil and has two adult children. 
 
Phil was born into a clergy family. He was ordained in 1975 following his University 
and Theological studies. He has spent most of his parish ministry in the Christchurch 
Diocese. Mid-ministry brought a lovely four-year break and the opportunity to share 
in the life of a contemporary Franciscan Community in the States and further his 
studies in Christian Spirituality. On return to NZ and to Parish ministry, Phil later 
moved to Hamilton and became Warden of Houchen Retreat House for 5 years 
followed by living with the Franciscan Brothers at their Friary in Hamilton and sharing 
in their life and ministry until the Friary's closure and Phil joined Titia in New 
Plymouth. 
 
Phil's interests include reading, music, hand-craft, walking their dog, offering Spiritual 
Direction/Supervision as well as his hands-on work with a local charity. 
 



Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 
Greetings and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Thank you for your patience and kindness as we have worked through the 
implications of the new COVID Protection Framework. We have worked as 
quickly as we could in relation to the wide range of matters that needed 
considering as the Framework comes into force. The Diocese is a diverse 
and complex extended family. Views and convictions across our family are 
inevitably diverse too. The Bishops of the Church support the direction of 
our Government, we have considered carefully the Public Health advice 
that has shaped their decisions and in some circumstances, we have taken 
independent expert advice.  On the whole, we believe the Government and 
their advisors have got the balance right. Therefore, we are have decided to make My Vaccine Pass services 
normative and allow for some exemptions. The COVID Protection Framework is likely to be the basis of the 
way our community life is shaped for the foreseeable future so it is important to decide on your local 
response within the Guidelines we have outlined. 
 
While the shift to the COVID Protection Framework may feel challenging, we are confident that once we 
have our Diocesan and local planning in place for each of the “Traffic Light” levels, we will be able to 
develop rhythms of gathering that will become familiar and manageable. Considerably more freedom will 
be enjoyed, but great care will also be required. We continue to encourage you to keep these things in mind: 

• We are a family in God who are followers of Christ – our strength comes from our commitment to one 
another. 

• Let’s care for your neighbour, especially the most vulnerable. 
• Let’s express our gratitude to God for being able to gather when so many in the world cannot. 
• Let’s continue to keep it simple, begin with what you know you can manage and gradually expand 

what you offer. We will offer advice and share experience. 
• Let’s be kind, tolerant and patient towards each other, especially those who are feeling particularly 

vulnerable or who hold different views from you. 
 

It really is challenging to hold together principles of safety, inclusion and the public good. As we establish our 
Diocesan policies within the Government COVID Protection Framework and the relevant Public Health Orders 
we are acutely aware that any decision excludes some people from worship and fellowship. That exclusion is 
the opposite of the inclusion that Churches seek to foster. We need to do everything we can to mitigate 
decisions that exclude anyone from aspects of the life and practice of our local Churches. Just as we need to 
do everything we can to keep our most vulnerable people safe. May God guide us as we continue this 
journey together. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
+Philip 
 
Archbishop Philip Richardson 
Bishop of Waikato and Taranaki 
Archbishop and Primate 
Anglican Church of Aotearoa, New Zealand, and Polynesia 
 
Christmas At Mere Tapu 
Here’s what’s coming up over in the lead-up to Christmas at Taranaki Cathedral  

• Festival of 9 Lessons & Carols – Wednesday 22nd, 7:30pm, Interim Cathedral 
• Christmas Eve Family Picnic – Friday 24th, noon, Pūkākā (bouncy castle, games, music) 



• Midnight Mass – Friday 24th, 11pm, Interim Cathedral (Archbishop Philip preaching) 
• Christmas Day Service – Saturday 25th, 8am & 10am, Interim Cathedral (Archbishop 

Philip preaching & presiding) 
• Sunday Service – Sunday 26th – Regular Sunday Service, 9am, Interim Cathedral 

 
In-Person Worship  
Church (8am & 10am) is happening this Sunday, but with some changes. All Taranaki 
Cathedral events & worship services will be My Vaccine Pass (currently Orange) 
events. This means you will need to do the following: 

1. You are required to scan in using the QR code or sign in manually 
2. Your My Vaccine Pass will be needed to be scanned or seen by a sides person 
3. We ask that masks be worn during services 
4. Please do not remove your mask when singing 

 
An online offering will also be available via  Facebook  and  YouTube. 

 
 
ALT_Mary This Sunday 
From 5pm in the Interim Cathedral (BYO dinner 
& hangs). ALT_Mary is a community 
committed to following Jesus amid life's 
beauty and brokenness. It is a space for 
honest conversation. A place to encounter 
God.  
 
 
Summer Carillon Series  
This summer’s series of free recitals on 
The Kibby Carillon on Pūkākā/Marsland 
Hill begins this Sunday and will continue 
on Sunday the 12th and 19th. There will be 
three performances in the lead up to 
Christmas (Wednesday 22nd, Thursday 
23rd and Friday 24th). Further recitals will 
take place throughout January.  All 
performances begin at 12.00pm and run 
for approximately 45mins. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TaranakiCathedral/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5YCtyPu6c0E


Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Sing, Daughter Zion; shout aloud, Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, 
Daughter Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away your punishment, he has turned back 
your enemy. The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you; never again will you fear any 
harm. On that day they will say to Jerusalem, “Do not fear, Zion; do not let your 
hands hang limp. The LORD your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He 
will take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice 
over you with singing.” “I will remove from you all who mourn over the loss of your 
appointed festivals, which is a burden and reproach for you. At that time I will deal 
with all who oppressed you. I will rescue the lame; I will gather the exiles. I will give 
them praise and honour in every land where they have suffered shame. At that time I 
will gather you; at that time I will bring you home. I will give you honour and praise 
among all the peoples of the earth when I restore your fortunes before your very 
eyes,” says the LORD 
 

 
 
 

Isaiah 12:2-6 NIV 
Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The LORD, the LORD 
himself, is my strength and my defense; he has become my salvation.” With joy you 
will draw water from the wells of salvation. In that day you will say: “Give praise to 
the LORD, proclaim his name; make known among the nations what he has done, and 
proclaim that his name is exalted. Sing to the LORD, for he has done glorious things; 
let this be known to all the world. Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, for 
great is the Holy One of Israel among you.” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Philippians 4:4-7  
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident 
to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace 
of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. 

 
 

Luke 3:7-18 
John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with 
repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for 
Abraham. The axe is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not 
produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked. 
 John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, 
and anyone who has food should do the same.” 
Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?” 
“Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them. 
 Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?” 
He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your 
pay.” 
 

The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 
John might possibly be the Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptize you with 

water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I 
am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 
winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into 
his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” And with many other 
words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good news to them. 



SUNDAY 12 December  
3rd Sunday of Advent/Te Rātapu Tuatoru o te 
Haerenga Mai  
Zeph 3:14-20   Isa 12:2-6  
Phil 4:4-7    Luke 3:7-18  
 
Morning Prayer:    Ps 12,14  
Isa 25:1-9    1 Cor 4:1-5   
    
Evening Prayer:    Ps 50:1-6;(62)  
Luke 1:57-66, (67-80) Isa 35   
  
  
MONDAY 13 December  
Lucy, Martyr, Syracuse, c.304 
Num 24:2-7,15-17  Ps 25:3-8  
Matt 21:23-27  
 
Morning Prayer:     Ps 40  
Isa 38:1-8,21-22  
Matt 16:13-end  
 
Evening Prayer:   Ps (25),26  
Isa 49:14-25   1 Thess 5:1-11  
  
 
TUESDAY 14 December 
Zeph 3:1-2,9-13   Ps 34:1-6,21-22  
Matt 21:28-32  
 
Morning prayer:    Ps 70,(74)  
Isa 38:9-20   Matt 17:1-13  
   
Evening prayer:    Ps 50,(54)  
1 Thess 5:12-end  Isa 50    
 
   
WEDNESDAY 15 December 
Isa 45:6b-8,18, 21b-end  
Ps 85:7-end   Luke 7:18b-23  
 
 

Morning prayer:    Ps 75,(96)  
Isa 39    Matt 17:14-21  
    
Evening prayer:    Ps (25),82  
Isa 51:1-8 2   Thess 1  
  
 
THURSDAY 16 December 
Marianne Williams, Missionary, 1879 
Isa 54:1-10   Ps 30:1-5,12-e  
Luke 7:24-30  
 
Morning Prayer:  Ps 76,(97)  
Zeph 1:1–2:3   Matt 17:22-end  
  
Evening Prayer:     Ps 44  
Isa 51:9-16   2 Thess 2  
  
 
FRIDAY 17 December 
O Sapientia 
Gen 49:2,8-10   Ps 72:1-5,19-20  
Matt 1:1-17  
 
Morning Prayer:   Ps (77),98  
Zeph 3:1–13   Matt 18:1-20  
 
Evening Prayer:    Ps 49  
Isa 51:17-end   2 Thess 3  
   
  
SATURDAY 18 December 
Jer 23:5-8     Matt 1:18-2Ps 
72:1-2,12-13,19-end  
 
Morning prayer:  Ps 71  
Zeph 3:14-end   Matt 18:21-end  
 
Evening Prayer:  Ps (42),43  
Isa 52:1-12   
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