Nau mai; haere mai; welcome to Taranaki Cathedral
“To be as Christ in the Community”

“Hey, young people here today - welcome - especially any visiting our interim cathedral!
We have great groups for you to be a part of.
Please come and meet us by the sound desk this morning .... Cath, family worker :-)
Our 10am service commences with this Hymn

1. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord:
unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice;
tender to me the promise of his word;
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice.

Welcome on
23rd December
2018,

4th Su nday of
2. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name:
Advent
make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;
Te Rātapu tuawhā
his mercy sure, from age to age to same;
o te Haerenga Mai
his holy name, the Lord, the mighty one.
3. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might:
powers and dominions lay their glory by;
proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high.
4. Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word:
firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord
to children's children and for evermore.
Priest

I runga i te Ingoa o te Atua, te Matua, te
Tama me te Wairua Tapu. Amine. (In the
name of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.)

The lighting of the fourth Advent candle –
the Candle of Love

Priest

The first Advent candle represents our call to hope.
The second Advent candle represents our call
8am Hymns
to peace.
Offertory: The angel
Gabriel from heaven
The third candle represents our call to joy.
came – Page 5
Today we light the fourth Advent candle,
Post-Communion: Lord
which represents our call to love.
Jesus Christ, you
This candle is a symbol of God’s love, revealed have come to us–
in the baby Jesus.
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It is a symbol of God’s love, which is alive in each of us today.
All
O God of Love, your love is present everywhere, and your
purpose is revealed in love. We are called to be your people of
love. Help us to love one another. Help us to show love to all
the world.
Priest
My spirit rejoices in God my Saviour. [Luke 1:47]
Liturgist Grace to you and peace from God our Creator, the love at our
beginning and without end, in our midst and with us.
All
God is with us, here we find new life.
Liturgist Let us give thanks for the coming of God's reign of justice and love.
All
Jesus Christ is good news for the poor, release for the
captives, recovery of sight for the blind and liberty for those
who are oppressed.
The Confession and Absolution / Te Hohou-i-te-rongo

Liturgist Jesus says, 'Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.' So
let us turn away from sin and turn to the Lord, confessing our sins
in penitence and faith.
All
We need your healing, merciful God: give us true repentance.
Some sins are plain to us; some escape us, some we cannot
face. Forgive us; set us free to hear your word to us; set us
free to serve you.
Priest
May the God of love bring us back to himself, forgive us our sins,
and assure us of his eternal love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Liturgist Kia mau te rongo o te Karaiti ki o tatou ngakau.
The peace of Christ rule in our hearts.
All
The word of Christ dwell in us richly.
The Collect – Gathering Prayer – is said together / Hei konei te inoi o te rä

All

God, your purpose exceeds our understanding: grant us the
grace you gave to Mary; help us recognise your presence; and,
at our end, know the joy of your embrace; through Jesus Christ
our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Please be seated for the Readings / Nga Karaipiture – E noho

Reader

A Reading from the book of Micah [Chapter 5:2-5a]

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from
of old, from ancient days.
A member of the Commu nity of the Cross of Nails
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Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labour has
brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of
the name of the Lord his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and
he shall be the one of peace.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.

All

Reader

Thanks be to God.

A Reading from the letter of the Apostle Paul to the Hebrews
[Chapter 10:5-10]

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, ‘Sacrifices and offerings
you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; in burnt-offerings
and sin-offerings you have taken no pleasure.
Then I said, “See, God, I have come to do your will, O God” (in the scroll of the
book it is written of me).’
When he said above, ‘You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and
offerings and burnt-offerings and sin-offerings’ (these are offered according to the
law), then he added, ‘See, I have come to do your will.’
He abolishes the first in order to establish the second.
And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.

All

Thanks be to God.

At 10am we sing this hymn in preparation for the Gospel

1. A great and mighty wonder, a full and holy cure!
the Virgin bears the infant, with virgin-honour pure:
Repeat the hymn again:
‘To God on high be glory,and peace on earth shall reign.’
2. The Word becomes incarnate, and yet remains on high;
and cherubim sing anthems to shepherds from the sky:
3. While thus they sing your monarch, those bright angelic bands,
rejoice, ye vales and mountains, ye oceans, clap your hands:
4. Since all he comes to ransom, by all be he adored,
the infant born in Bethl’em, the Saviour and the Lord:
Please stand and turn to face the Gospel and the Cross... / Ka tū te katoa

Reader
All

Hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to
St Luke [chapter 1:39-45]
Praise and Glory to God.

Please take note of your nearest exit.
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In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me,
that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of
your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who
believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’

This is the Gospel of Christ.
All

Praise to Christ the Word.

There follows the sermon / Te Kauwhau. The preacher today is Archdeacon Trevor.

Please stand for the Affirmation of Faith / Te Whakapono – E tū

Liturgist Let us declare our faith in God.
All
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Please sit. A Time of Prayer / Nga Inoi a te Iwi

Liturgist Let us pray for the church and the world, giving thanks for
God's goodness…
Our intercessions end with The Lord's Prayer/Te Inoi a te Ariki

All

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
for ever. Amen.

A member of the Commu nity of the Cross of Nails
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Please stand for the Ministry of the Sacrament / Te Minitatanga o te Hakarameta

Priest

In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on high shall
break upon us, to give light to those who dwell in darkness and in
the shadow of death and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Kia tau tonu te rangimarie o te Atua ki a koutou. The peace of God
be with you.
All
And also with you.
Deacon Let us offer one-another a sign of peace.
During the offertory hymn, a collection is taken up for our mission and ministry as
the cathedral. Thank you for your gift.

1. The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame.
‘All hail,’ said he, ‘thou lowly maiden, Mary,
most highly favoured lady.’ Gloria!
2. ‘For known a blessèd Mother thou shalt be.
All generations laud and honour thee.
Thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold,
most highly favoured lady.’ Gloria!
3. Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head.
‘To me be as it pleaseth God,’ she said.
‘My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name.’
Most highly favoured lady! Gloria!
4. Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born
in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn;
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say:
‘Most highly favoured lady.’ Gloria!
The Preparation of the Gifts / Te Whakatikatika I Te Ohaoha

Priest
All

Father, how wonderful your care for us! How boundless your
merciful love! To ransom slaves, you gave away your Son!
In response, we offer these gifts to the glory of your name,
and the benefit of our community. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving / Te Whakawhetai Nui

The Spirit of God be with you.
Lift up your hearts to heaven
Let us give thanks to God.
Please take note of your nearest exit.

And also with you.
where Chist in glory reigns.
It is right to offer thanks and praise.
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Priest

Honour and worship are indeed your due, our Lord and our God,
through Jesus Christ, for you created all things; by your will they were
created, and for your glory they have their being. All glory, honour,
thanks and praise be given to you, creator of heaven and earth. You
made us in your image, creating us male and female. When sin marred
that image you healed our brokenness, giving your Son to die for us.
Therefore we raise our voices, with all who have served you in every
age, to proclaim the glory of your name. And now we give you thanks
because you sent him to redeem us from sin and death and to make us
inheritors of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power
and great triumph to judge the world, we may with joy behold his
appearing, and in confidence may stand before him. Therefore with
people of every nation, tribe and language, with the whole Church on
earth and in heaven, joyfully we give you thanks and say/sing:

All

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and
earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is
he who comes in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the Highest.

Priest

All glory and honour to you, God of grace, for you gave your only Son
Jesus Christ once for all on the cross to be the one perfect sacrifice for
the sin of the world, that all who believe in him might have eternal
life. The night before he died, he took bread, and when he had given
you thanks, he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: Take, eat, this
is my body which is given for you; do this to remember me.
After supper he took the cup, and when he had given you thanks, he
gave it to them and said: Drink this, all of you, for this is my blood of
the new covenant which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins; do this as often as you drink it, to remember me.
Therefore heavenly Father, in this sacrament of the suffering and death
of your Son, we now celebrate the wonder of your grace and proclaim
the mystery of our faith:

All
Priest

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come in glory.
Redeemer God, rich in mercy, infinite in goodness, we were far off
until you brought us near and our hands are empty until you fill
them. As we eat this bread and drink this wine, through the power
of your Holy Spirit feed us with your heavenly food, renew us in
your service, unite us in Christ, and bring us to your everlasting
kingdom. O the depths and riches of your wisdom, O God; how
unsearchable are your judgments and untraceable your ways.

A member of the Commu nity of the Cross of Nails
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All

From you, and through you, and for you are all things. To you be
the glory for ever. Amen.
[silence]

The Breaking of the Bread / Ka Whawhati I te Taro

Priest
All

Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

The Agnus Dei. Please sit for this quiet prayer (sung at 10am)

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us your peace.
We are invited to share communion / Te Powhiri

Priest
All

Bread and wine; the gifts of God for the people of God.
May we who share these gifts be found in Christ and Christ in us.

God invites everyone to gather around His table. You are invited to come forward
and receive this Holy Sacrament / Hākari Tapu or a blessing.

After the distribution, this prayer:

All

Give us courage, God our strength, to see your Christ in all
who suffer, to be hands to the helpless, food for the hungry,
and rescue for the oppressed. Amen.

Then follows the Blessing / Te Manaakitanga

Priest

May Christ be our new beginning, the hope and salvation of the
world and the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
be with you and remain with you for ever. Amen.

The Post-Communion Hymn follows the Notices.

1. Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us,
you are one with us, Mary's Son.
Cleansing our souls from all their sins,
pouring your love and goodness in,
Jesus, our love for you we sing, living Lord.
2. Lord Jesus Christ, now and every day
teach us how to pray, Son of God.
You have commanded us to do
this is remembrance, Lord, of you.
Into our lives your power breaks through, living Lord.

Please take note of your nearest exit.
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3. Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us,
born as one of us, Mary's Son.
Led out to die on Calvary,
risen from death to set us free,
living Lord Jesus, help us see you are Lord.
4. Lord Jesus Christ, I would come to you,
live my life for you, Son of God.
All your commands I know are true,
your many gifts will make me new,
into my life your power breaks through, living Lord.
The Dismissal / Te Haerenga Atu

Deacon Haere i runga i te rangimarie i runga i te aroha me te ngakau hihiko ki
te mahi ki te ariki. Go now into our community to love and serve the
Lord. Go in peace.

All

Amen. We go in the name of Christ.

Diary for the week... with Bible Readings.
Every weekday, you are invited to our brief daily prayer services at 8.30am. Midweek services are
held in the Chapel of the Upper Room, Hatherly Hall.

Sunday 23rd December
8am Holy Communion ~ 10am Choral Eucharist
Monday 24th December 2 Sam 7:1-5,8-11,16. Ps 89:2,19-27. Luke 1:67-79
4pm Children’s Christmas Service ~ 11pm Carol Singing ~ 11.30pm Midnight Mass of
the Nativity
Tuesday 25th December Christmas Day Isa 62:6-12. Ps 97. Luke 2:1-20.
8am Holy Communion ~ 10am Family Communion
Wednesday 26th December St Stephen Acts 7:51-60. Ps 119:161-168. Matt 10:17-22.
10am BCP Eucharist ~ 10am – 3pm Give Something Back
Thursday 27th December Exod 33:7-11a. Ps 117. John 21:19b-25.
Friday 28th December Holy Innocents Jer 31:15-17. Ps 124. Matt 2:13-18.
8.30am Litany of the Cross of Nails ~ 10:30am OA meeting
Saturday 29th December 1 John 2:3-11. Ps 96:1-4. Luke 2:22-35.
8.30am Morning Prayer
Sunday 30th December 1 Sam 2:18-20,26. Col 3:12-17. Luke 2:41-52.
8am Holy Communion ~ 10am Parish Eucharist

A member of the Commu nity of the Cross of Nails
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Fundraising update
7/12/2018
Project Total
Goal: $15 Million

Parish Commitment
Goal : $2 Million

Total pledged to date

Total pledged to date :

$ 7,014,373

$ 908,170.63

Donations last week: $1,370

Donations last week: $550

For your prayers
Our Province: College of the Southern
Cross, St John's College: Warden and
Staff.
Our Diocese: Anglican Action - Waikato:
Karen Morrison-Hume. Te Ara Hou
Chaplains: Annie Walter, Sue Smith,
Ronald Ronalds & Anglican Action Staff.
Cross Rose Team; Men’s
Accommodation Team: Coordinators &
Staff. Community Social Workers.
Our Community: Tertiary Education.
Kuching, Our Partner Diocese: St
Helen’s, Seria.
Taranaki Cathedral: The Mother’s
Union. Diocesan President: Rosemary
Bent. NZCMS: Rosie; Further Study,
USS. Anglican Missions: Central and
South Asia: Those who face persecution
for their faith.

Please join us for
A Children's Christmas Service
Christmas Eve at 4pm
in the Interim Cathedral
Half an hour of fun as we tell the Christmas story.
We would love it if those young/young of heart dress up!
Please take note of your nearest exit.
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The weekly letter is by Youth Enabler Mele Prescott
Aroha is…

unexpected.
in God moments.
Alive…
Love is alive, in this place! Whether we are church go’ers or not,
Christians or non-Christians, God’s constant love remains the same for all!
Cath McVey & I have had the privilege to witness God’s love displayed through the
young women in Aroha youth group. This year we have focused on prayer,
servanthood and relationships. Each theme has allowed the young people to express,
discern, to voice and to collaborate on what God is stirring in the midst.
When young people are empowered, it enables them to demonstrate God in an
authentic and relevant way to the church and the world. On Good Friday this year, the
young people collaborated and came up with prayer spaces for all ages. This time was
set aside for people to take their time, and to move in their own pace as they journeyed
with Jesus to the cross.
In the middle of the year, we participated in ‘Lectio Divina’ but framed it as ‘YouTube
& God’ for our young audience. From this sparked a movement for ‘Plastic Free July’
where the young people came up with innovate ways to ‘do their part’ and support
our environment and creation.
And this term, the youth focused on what ‘Preparing the Manger’ this Christmas looks
like with each other, with our neighbours, and with the sick. We were encouraged in
sharing the love and hope of Christmas with all those who are fortunate and less
fortunate than us.
We have seen and felt God’s love expressed through times of unexpected moments,
gratitude and fellowship with one another.
This was all made possible by love - our love for God, God’s people and God’s Will.
So, for this Christmas may you be encouraged to keep the love alive. It only requires a
willing, committed and open heart, just like the young hearts of Aroha Youth Group.
‘Ofa ke mou ma’u ha Kilisimasi Fiefia mo ha Ta’u Fo’ou monu’ia.
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year!
Mele

A member of the Commu nity of the Cross of Nails
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Noticeboard - take me home, keep me handy, stick me to the fridge!
Are you going away? Professional woman is looking to do some house sitting from midJanuary. Completely reliable and trustworthy - currently volunteering at Taranaki Retreat
and references endorsed by Jamie and Suzy Allen. Please get in touch if you would like to
know more: Suzy 021 910367, suzy@taranakiretreat.org.nz
A message from Archbishop Philip: Archdeacon Trevor Harrison, the Vicar General of
the Diocese of Waikato and Taranaki, has agreed to my request to continue as the Dean of
Taranaki Cathedral Church of St Mary in New Plymouth until a permanent appointment
can be made. After the recent recruitment round for this position discussions are
continuing with several potential Deans around the expectations of this role and timing of
appointment.
The Reverend Mele Prescott has accepted my invitation of appointment as Acting
Regional Dean of South Taranaki and will be commissioned into this role on the evening of
Thursday January 17th. (Details of time and venue will follow).
Accommodation – Archdeacon Trevor’s New Plymouth accommodation is no longer
available from late January/February. If you know of any accommodation which might
be suitable for approx 3 nights per week please let the office or Trevor know.
On Sunday 30th December, Archbishop Philip Richardson will be celebrating and
preaching at both services. Archbishop Philip will also be presiding at Midnight Mass on
Christmas Eve.
Staff Restructuring – the personnel sub-committee of Chapter and Vestry are at the
moment working on the appointment of persons to the new roles of Communications
Advisor and Pioneer Minister for the parish.
Stop-In closed last Thursday and reopens on Thursday January 3rd. January hours are
11am -2pm. Normal hours (10am – 3pm) resume on Monday Jan 28th. Happy Christmas
to all our customers, friends and volunteers.
Help! Our current lawnmowing contractor has informed us of a major price increase. We
are seeking other solutions. If you have a ride-on or reel mower and means to transport it,
and the time to mow our beautiful grounds to a high standard fortnightly, with good
recompense, let’s talk!
The Cathedral office has closed for the year and will reopen on Monday 7th January.
Midweek services and daily prayer will continue as usual, except for Christmas Day.

Do get in touch... We would love to hear from you...
Taranaki Cathedral is open all day, every day - with someone to welcome you
from 9am to 3pm weekdays.
Cathedral Office: 06 758 3111 or email admin@taranakicathedral.org.nz
Trevor Harrison : 027 896 5690 Canon Pastor Bill : 027 306 4567
Pastoral Minister Ailsa : 021 758 247 Canon Sue: 021 450 760

If you are interested in getting more involved with our parish, please fill out a yellow card
A member of the Commu nity of the Cross of Nails

Page 12

