
The Taranaki Cathedral Church of St Mary

A Service for Advent with Carols

Sunday 2nd December 2018, 5pm

The Choir of Taranaki Cathedral
Christopher Luke: Director and organist



NAU MAI - HAERE MAI - WELCOME!
During the service, please join in with the responses in bold text. There are choral items interspersed with 
Advent readings, hymns and prayers. You will notice that those prayers include some unique responses - 
called the “O Antiphons” - the first of which is on page 4 - “O Sapientia”, which means, “O Wisdom”
The “O Antiphons” are a well- beloved ancient Advent tradition. Begun in the early Middle Ages, they were 
chanted in Latin by monks during the Evening Prayers.
They are part of the anticipation of the coming of Jesus Christ. The ‘O’s reflect the longing of humankind for 
our Saviour, calling on Christ with titles from the Old Testament, drawing ever closer in time to His coming. 
The popular Advent hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (which we will sing tonight) is based on the O 
Antiphons. Even the arrangement of the O Antiphons has special meaning. The first letter in each, from last 
to first, spells in Latin “ero cras”, which means “Tomorrow, I will come”.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear.

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

2. O come, thou rod of Jesse, free thine own from Satan's tyranny;
from depths of hell thy people save, and give them victory over the grave.

3. O come, thou dayspring, come and cheer, our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death's dark shadows put to flight.

4. O come, thou Key of David, come and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery.

5. O come, O come, great Lord of might, who to thy tribes on Sinai's height
in ancient times once gave the Law, in cloud and majesty and awe.

Priest  I runga i te Ingoa o te Atua, te Matua, te Tama me te Wairua Tapu. Amine.  (In 
the name of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.)

Beloved in Christ, the season of Advent bids us prepare ourselves both for the 
celebration of Christ’s nativity and also for the day when he shall come to judge 
the hearts of us all. So, in sorrow and penitence, let us confess our failures and 
shortcomings, and renew in ourselves the vision of God’s perfect kingdom, 
which is the end of all our strivings and the consummation of God’s loving 
purposes for us.

In word and music we will give voice to the hope set forth in the scriptures, that 
God’s kingdom will come; and, with John the Baptist and the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, we will prepare for its coming, celebrating its dawning in the birth, life 
and death of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

But first let us pray for those who, by reason of their adversity, yearn especially 
for its coming: the hungry and the homeless, the sick and the sorrowful, the 
lonely and the unloved; those who sit in the darkness of despair or who walk in 
the shadow of death. Let us pray for the leaders of the nations and for all who 
strive for the establishment of justice, righteousness and peace; and, that it may 
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bear witness to this hope in a world divided by wrath and sorrow, let us pray for
the well-being and unity of Christ’s body, the Church.

Let us then pray for the coming of God’s kingdom, in the words of our Lord 
Jesus Christ:

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now
and for ever. Amen.

Priest  May the Lord when he comes find us watching and waiting. Amen.

CHOIR: HE THAT SHALL ENDURE TO THE END —FELIX MENDELSSOHN (1809-1847) 

Part I : The Message of Advent
Priest Therefore stay alert, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.

The glory of the Lord shall be revealed:

All And all flesh shall see it together.
Collect - A Prayer to gather or collect our individual prayers into one 

All Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people
that, richly bearing the fruit of good works,
they may by you be richly rewarded;
through Jesus Christ our Lord
who is alive with with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God now and for ever. Amen.

O Sapientia - O Wisdom - The Wisdom of God.
O Wisdom, coming forth from the mouth of the Most High,
reaching from one end to the other mightily,
and sweetly ordering all things:
Come and teach us the ways of wisdom.

O Adonai - O Lord and Ruler of the House of Israel
O Adonai, and leader of the House of Israel, who appeared to Moses in the fire of 
the burning bush and gave him the law on Sinai:
Come and redeem us with an outstretched arm.
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First Lesson - Read by a member of the choir

ISAIAH 11:1–5
The prophet speaks of the righteous Judge who will come from the line of David.
Then a branch will grow from the stock of Jesse, and a shoot will spring from his roots. 
On him the spirit of the Lord will rest: a spirit of wisdom and understanding, a spirit of 
counsel and power, a spirit of knowledge and fear of the Lord; and in the fear of the 
Lord will be his delight. He will not judge by outward appearances or decide a case on 
hearsay; but with justice he will judge the poor and defend the humble in the land with 
equity; like a rod his verdict will strike the ruthless, and with his word he will slay the 
wicked. He will wear the belt of justice, and truth will be his girdle.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.

CHOIR: LO, HOW A ROSE E’ER BLOOMING —MICHAEL PRAETORIUS (1571-1621)

Second Lesson - Read by a Church Warden

1 THESSALONIANS 5:1–11 :
The call to be vigilant in preparation for the coming of the Lord.
About dates and times, my friends, there is no need to write to you, for you yourselves
know perfectly well that the day of the Lord comes like a thief in the night. 
While they are saying, ‘All is peaceful, all secure,’ destruction is upon them, sudden as the 
pangs that come on a woman in childbirth; and there will be no escape. 
But you, friends, are not in the dark; the day will not come upon you like a thief. 
You are all children of light, children of day. We do not belong to night and darkness, 
and we must not sleep like the rest, but keep awake and sober. 
Sleepers sleep at night, and drunkards get drunk at night, but we, who belong to the 
daylight, must keep sober, armed with the breastplate of faith and love, and the hope of 
salvation for a helmet. 
God has not destined us for retribution, but for the full attainment of salvation through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. He died for us so that, awake or asleep, we might live in company
with him. 
Therefore encourage one another, build one another up – as indeed you do.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn

1. Longing for light, we wait in darkness. Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people,  light for the world to see. 

Refrain: Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today. 
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2. Longing for peace, our world is troubled. Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow’r to save us.  Make us your living voice. 

3. Longing for food, many are hungry.  Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others,  shared until all are fed.

4. Longing for shelter, many are homeless. Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, walls made of living stone.

5. Many the gifts, many the people,  many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another,  making your kingdom come. 

Part II : The Word of God
Priest O people of Sion, behold the Lord is nigh at hand to redeem the nations, and in 

the gladness of your heart the Lord shall cause his glorious voice to be heard.

Declare his honour unto the nations:

All And his wonders unto all people.

Collect

Blessed Lord, who has caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning; grant 
that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience 
and comfort of your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 
everlasting life, which you have given us in our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

O Radix Jesse - O Root of Jesse.
The root and fruitful plant represent the lineage of Our Saviour.
O Root of Jesse, standing as a sign among the peoples;
before you kings will shut their mouths, to you the nations will make their 
prayer:
Come and deliver us, and delay no longer.

O Clavis David - O Key of David
The key is a symbol of the Davidic Kings’ authority, of which Jesus is heir.
O Key of David and sceptre of the House of Israel; you open and no one can 
shut; you shut and no one can open:
Come and lead the prisoners from the prison house,
those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of
death.
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THIRD LESSON - Read by the Youth Enabler.

MICAH 4:1–4 :
The prophet’s vision of the last days, when the nations will be judged.
In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of 
the mountains, and shall be raised up above the hills. 
Peoples shall stream to it, and many nations shall come and say: ‘Come, let us go up to 
the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his 
ways and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between many peoples, and shall arbitrate between strong nations far 
away;
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more; but 
they shall all sit under their own vines and under their own fig trees, and no one shall 
make them afraid; for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken. 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
All Thanks be to God.

Hymn

1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.

2. Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art,
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

3. Born thy people to deliver; born a child and yet a king;
born to reign in us for ever; now thy gracious kingdom bring.

4. By thine own eternal Spirit, rule in all our hearts alone:
 by thine all-sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne.
FOURTH LESSON - Read by one of the Cathedral Ministry Team

SAINT LUKE 4:14–21 :
The words of the Prophet Isaiah are fulfilled by Jesus Christ. Then Jesus, armed with the 
power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee; and reports about him spread through the 
whole countryside. 
He taught in their synagogues and everyone sang his praises. He came to Nazareth, 
where he had been brought up, and went to the synagogue on the sabbath day as he 
regularly did. He stood up to read the lesson and was handed the scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah. 
He opened the scroll and found the passage which says, ‘The spirit of the Lord is upon me 
because he has anointed me; he has sent me to announce good news to the poor, to proclaim 
release for prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind; to let the broken victims go free, to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ 
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He rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down; and all eyes in the 
synagogue were fixed on him. 
He began to address them: ‘Today,’ he said, ‘in your hearing this text has come true.’  
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
All Thanks be to God.

PART III THE PROPHETIC CALL

SENTENCE
Priest Behold, I will send my Messenger and he shall prepare the way before me. 

Prepare the way of the Lord: 

All Make his paths straight.

Collect

Give us courage, God our strength, to see your Christ in all who suffer, to be hands to 
the helpless, food for the hungry, and rescue for the oppressed. Amen.

O Oriens - O Rising Dawn.
The rising sun symbolises the coming of the light of God.
O Morning Star, splendour of light eternal and sun of righteousness:
Come and enlighten those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death.

O Rex Gentium - O King of the Gentiles.
This Title represents Christ’s loving kingship over all humankind.
O King of the nations, and their desire, the cornerstone making both one:
Come and save the human race, which you fashioned from clay.

FIFTH LESSON - Read by a member of the Cathedral Staff

MALACHI 3 verses 1–7 :
The day of God’s appearing brings judgement and cleansing. I
am about to send my messenger to clear a path before me. 
Suddenly the Lord whom you seek will come to his temple;
the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight is here,
here already, says the Lord of Hosts. 
Who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand firm
when he appears? He is like a refiner’s fire, like a fuller’s soap;
he will take his seat, testing and purifying; he will purify the
Levites and refine them like gold and silver, and so they will
be fit to bring offerings to the Lord. Thus the offerings of
Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as they were
in former days, in years long past. 
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I shall appear before you in court, quick to testify against sorcerers, adulterers, and 
perjurers, against those who cheat the hired labourer of his wages, who wrong the 
widow and the fatherless, who thrust the alien aside and do not fear me, says the Lord 
of Hosts.
I, the Lord, do not change, and you have not ceased to be children of Jacob. Ever since 
the days of your forefathers you have been wayward and have not kept my laws. If you 
return to me, I shall turn back to you, says the Lord of Hosts.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. Thanks be to God.

CHOIR: CREATOR OF THE STARS OF NIGHT — CHRISTOPHER J. LUKE  (B. 1972)

SIXTH LESSON - Read by a Young Person

SAINT MATTHEW 3:1–11 - The proclamation of John the Baptist.
In the course of time John the Baptist appeared in the Judaean wilderness, proclaiming 
this message: ‘Repent, for the kingdom of Heaven is upon you!’ 
It was of him that the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, ‘A voice cries in the wilderness, 
“Prepare the way for the Lord; clear a straight path for him.”’ John’s clothing was a rough coat
of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 
honey. Everyone flocked to him from Jerusalem, Judaea, and the Jordan valley, and they 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
When he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism he said to them: 
‘Vipers’ brood! Who warned you to escape from the wrath that is to come? Prove your 
repentance by the fruit you bear; and do not imagine you can say, “We have Abraham 
for our father.” I tell you that God can make children for Abraham out of these stones. 
The axe lies ready at the roots of the trees; every tree that fails to produce good fruit is 
cut down and thrown on the fire. I baptize you with water, for repentance; but the one 
who comes after me is mightier than I am, whose sandals I am not worthy to remove. He
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.’
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn

1. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!
Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice;
Tender to me the promise of his word;
In God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice.

2. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name!
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;
His mercy sure, from age to age the same;
His holy name – the Lord, the mighty one.
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3. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might!
Pow’rs and dominions lay their glory by
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,
The hungry fed, the humble lifted high.

4. Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word!
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord
To children’s children and for evermore!

PART IV : THE CHRIST-BEARER
Priest Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a Son, and they shall 

call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, ‘God with us.’ Unto us a 
child is born:

All Unto us a Son is given.

Collect

God of love, you chose the blessed virgin Mary to be the mother of your only Son;
grant that we who have been redeemed by his blood, may share with her the glory of 
your eternal kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord who is alive with with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and for ever. Amen.

O Emmanuel - O God With Us.
The infant Jesus is the Incarnation of the Son of God, true God and fully human.
O Emmanuel, our King and our lawgiver, the hope of the nations and their Saviour:
Come and save us, O Lord our God.

CHOIR: THE ANGEL GABRIEL  —  RICHARD RUNCIMAN TERRY (1865-1938)

SEVENTH LESSON - Read by a member of the Mothers’ Union

SAINT LUKE 1:39–49 :

Mary shares her joyful news with Elizabeth. 

Soon afterwards Mary set out and hurried away to a town in the uplands of Judah. She 
went into Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth. 

And when Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby stirred in her womb. Then 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed in a loud voice, ‘God’s blessing 
is on you above all women, and his blessing is on the fruit of your womb. Who am I that 
the mother of my Lord should visit me? I tell you, when your greeting sounded in my 
ears, the baby in my womb leapt for joy. Happy is she who has had faith that the Lord’s 
promise to her would be fulfilled!’ And Mary said, ‘My soul tells out the greatness of the
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Lord, my spirit has rejoiced in God my Saviour; for he has looked with favour on his 
servant, lowly as she is. From this day forward all generations will count me blessed, for 
the Mighty God has done great things for me.’

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.

All Thanks be to God.

CHOIR: AVE MARIA—EDWARD WILLIAM ELGAR (1857-1934)

EIGHTH LESSON - Read by the Priest in Charge

SAINT JOHN 3:1–8 :

Jesus speaks with Nicodemus of the ‘birth from above’.

There was a man named Nicodemus who was a Pharisee and a Jewish leader. One night 
he went to Jesus and said, “Sir, we know that God has sent you to teach us. You could 
not work these miracles, unless God were with you.”

Jesus replied, “I tell you for certain that you must be born from above before you can see
God’s kingdom!” Nicodemus asked, “How can a grown man ever be born a second 
time?” Jesus answered: I tell you for certain that before you can get into God’s kingdom, 
you must be born not only by water, but by the Spirit. Humans give life to their children.
Yet only God’s Spirit can change you into a child of God. Don’t be surprised when I say 
that you must be born from above. Only God’s Spirit gives new life. The Spirit is like the 
wind that blows wherever it wants to. You can hear the wind, but you don’t know where
it comes from or where it is going. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

All Thanks be to God.
Response of prayer to this message of hope

Priest Drop down, heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness; let
the earth open and bring forth a Saviour. Blessed be the Lord God of Israel:

All For he has visited and redeemed his people.

CHOIR : MAGNIFICAT  —  ALFRED HERBERT BREWER (1865-1928)
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The Advent Collect

All Almighty God, give us grace to cast off the works of darkness and put on the 
armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus 
Christ came to us in great humility; so that when he shall come again in his 
glorious majesty we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and for ever. Amen.

Hymn

1. Lo! he comes with clouds descending, Once for favoured sinners slain; 
Thousand thousand saints attending Swell the triumph of his train: 
Alleluia!  God appears, on earth to reign. 

2. Every eye shall now behold him Robed in dreadful majesty; 
Those who set at nought and sold him, Pierced and nailed him to the tree, 
Deeply wailing  shall the true Messiah see. 

3. Those dear tokens of his passion Still his dazzling body bears, 
Cause of endless exultation To his ransomed worshippers: 
With what rapture gaze we on those glorious scars! 

4. Yea, Amen! let all adore thee, High on thine eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the power and glory: Claim the kingdom for thine own: 
O come quickly! Alleluia! Come, Lord, come! 

Prayer for our Country

E te Atua o te Moana-nui-a-Kiwa, me ēnei motu, o te iwi Māori, te iwi Pākehā, me rātou 
katoa e noho nei i tēnei wāhi. 

Ka whakamoemiti, ka whakawhetai ki a koe mō tēnei whenua o mātou; 
mō ngā mea pai katoa kua whiwhi tahi nei mātou. 
Whakanuia tō mātou aroha tētahi ki tētahi, whakakahangia tō mātou whai i te tika kia 
kotahi ai mātou i runga i te whakaaro kotahi. 
Kua hanga matou e koe hei toto kotahi; i raro i tēnei whakaaro kotahi. 
Āmine.

God of the southern sea and of these islands, of Māori, Pākehā, and of all who dwell in our land; 
we give you thanks and praise for our country, and for what we have achieved together. Increase 
our trust in one another; strengthen our quest for justice, and bring us to unity and a common 
purpose. You have made us of one blood; make us also of one mind. Amen
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The Blessing

Priest Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, scatter the darkness from 
before your path, and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; and 
the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 
you and remain with you always. Amen.

POSTLUDE : VOM HIMMEL HOCH DA KOMM ICH HER—JOHANN PACHELBEL (1653-1706)

Do join us for our services over advent and Christmas at the Interim Cathedral:

Every Sunday at 10am Advent Choral Eucharist

Wednesday 5th: 11.30am Hymn Lecture: O little town of Bethlehem

Sunday 16th : 4pm Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols at Hawera
Wednesday 19th 7.30pm Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols

Saturday 22nd 2.00pm Christmas Organ Recital

Saturday 22nd 5.00pm Picnic Carols on the Vicarage Lawn

Christmas Eve: 5pm Children's Christmas Service

Christmas Eve: 11pm Carol Singing

Christmas Eve: 11.30pm The Midnight Mass  of the Nativity

Christmas Day: 8am Holy Communion.

10am Christmas Family Service

Boxing Day: 10am – 3pm Give Something back – bring a gift to the Hatherly 
Hall and receive a free Chaos Coffee.
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