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Sunday 7th October 2018, 10am
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The 

B L E S S I N G 
of the

A N I M A L S

A celebration of the life of 
St Francis of Assisi (1182-126AD)



Welcome and introduction from Archdeacon Trevor Harrison

Our service begins with this hymn

1. Morning has broken like the first morning,
blackbird has spoken like the first bird.
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning!
Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word!

2. Sweet the rain’s new fall, sunlit from heaven,
like the first dew-fall on the first grass.
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden,
sprung in completeness where his feet pass.

3. Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning
born of the one light Eden saw play!
Praise with elation, praise every morning,
God’s re-creation of the new day!

The Call to Worship

Liturgist But ask the animals, and they will teach you; the birds of the air, 
and they will tell you; and the fish of the sea will declare you. In 
his hand is the life of every living thing… [Job 12: 7, 8b, 10a]

Please be seated for this Reading / Nga Karaipiture – E noho

Reader A Reading from the book of Genesis 

God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let 
birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created the 
great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind with 
which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw
that it was good. And God blessed them.  And God said, “Let the earth bring 
forth living creatures of every kind, cattle and creeping things and wild 
animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. And God saw that it was 
good. Then God said, “Let us make humankind.” And God blessed them. God
saw everything that God had made, and indeed, it was very good. 

Benedicite Aotearoa

Liturgist O give thanks to our God who is good: whose love endures for ever. 
You sun and moon, you stars of the southern sky: Give to our God
your thanks and praise. Sunrise and sunset, night and day:

All Give to our God your thanks and praise.
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Liturgist All mountains and valleys, grassland and scree,  
Glacier, avalanche, mist and snow:

All Give to our God your thanks and praise.
You kauri and pine, rata and kowhai, mosses and ferns:

All Give to our God your thanks and praise.
 Dolphins and kahawai, sealion and crab, 

Coral, anemone, pipi and shrimp:
All Give to our God your thanks and praise.

Rabbits and cattle, moths and dogs, Kiwi and sparrow and tui and 
hawk:

All Give to our God your thanks and praise.
You  Maori and Pakeha, women and men, All who inhabit the long
white cloud:

All Give to our God your thanks and praise.
All you saints and martyrs of the South Pacific:

All Give to our God your thanks and praise.
All prophets and priests, all cleaners and clerks, professors, shop 
workers, typists and teachers, job-seekers, invalids, drivers and  
doctors:

All Give to our God your thanks and praise.
All sweepers and diplomats, writers and artists, grocers, 
carpenters, students and stock-agents, seafarers, farmers, bakers 
and mystics: 

All Give to our God your thanks and praise.
All children and infants, all people who play:

All Give to our God your thanks and praise.

Prayers of Adoration, Thanksgiving and Confession

Liturgist Creator God, you have made a beautiful world filled with wonder and 
surprise!

All We adore you.
Creator God who has gifted us with the blessing of animals, those in 
the wild, those on farms, those in our own homes.

All We adore you.
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Liturgist Creator God, you brought into being that which we could not imagine 
for ourselves, life we cannot see without the aid of microscopes, 
animals we can only see in pictures from remote regions of this planet 
earth.

All We adore you.
We thank you for abundant life; for the birds we hear in the 
morning, for the drone of the bees we hear when we are outside, 
for the vast tapestry of life which is interwoven.

All We give you thanks.
We thank you for the gift of our own animal companions; for the 
joy they bring us, for the unconditional love and forgiveness which
teaches us about you; for the confident, the listener, the stress-
releaser, for the benefits they are to our health-and to our Spirit.

All We give you thanks.
And yet, we know that we have not always been faithful 
caretakers of our animals; forgive us when we have dirtied their 
environment, erased places of shelter, polluted waters, killed off 
their food supplies or neglected to feed or tend animals in our 
own communities.

All Forgive us when we have not loved them as they have loved 
us. Forgive us when we neglect to see all animals as part of 
your creation, forgive us when we neglect to acknowledge that
your love beats in our hearts, and that you give breath to all 
creation.

Priest God is love; through Christ your sins are forgiven. Take hold of 
this forgiveness. And live your life, knowing that you are forgiven, 
and deeply loved. Know that the Holy Spirit will enable you to live
fully, richly and deeply. Amen.

Sentence for today / te kupu

Liturgist Let the whole creation bless the Lord; praise and exult our God for
ever.   [Song of the Three Young Men 35]

The Collect – Gathering Prayer – is said together / Hei konei te inoi o te rä

All Gracious and merciful God, you kindled in the heart of St. 
Francis, such a flame of love that he became wholly yours;  
increase in us a wholehearted trust in you and a humble love 
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of all your creation that we may know the joy the Gospel 
brings; through Christ our Redeemer.  Amen.

Please be seated for the Readings / Nga Karaipiture – E noho
Reader A reading from The Song of the Three Young Men, vs 52-65.
Let the earth bless the Lord; let it sing praise to him and highly exalt him for ever.
Bless the Lord, mountains and hills, sing praise to him and highly exalt him for ever.
Bless the Lord, all things that grow on the earth, sing praise to him and highly exalt him for 
ever.
Bless the Lord, you springs, sing praise to him and highly exalt him for ever.
Bless the Lord, seas and rivers, sing praise to him and highly exalt him for ever.
Bless the Lord, you whales and all creatures that move in the waters, sing praise to him and 
highly exalt him for ever.
Bless the Lord, all birds of the air, sing praise to him and highly exalt him for ever.
Bless the Lord, all beasts and cattle, sing praise to him and highly exalt him for ever.
Bless the Lord, you sons of men, sing praise to him and highly exalt him for ever.
Bless the Lord, O Israel, sing praise to him and highly exalt him for ever.
Bless the Lord, you priests of the Lord, sing praise to him and highly exalt him for ever.
Bless the Lord, you servants of the Lord, sing praise to him and highly exalt him for ever.
Bless the Lord, spirits and souls of the righteous, sing praise to him and highly exalt him for 
ever.
Bless the Lord, you who are holy and humble in heart, sing praise to him and highly exalt 
him for ever.
We sing this hymn in preparation for the Gospel (Please Stand)
1. If I were a butterfly, I’d thank you, Lord, for giving me wings,
and If I were a robin in a tree, I’d thank you, Lord, that I could sing,
and If I were a fish in the sea, I’d wiggle my tail and I’d giggle with glee,
but I just thank you, Father, for making me ‘me’.

For you gave me a heart, and you gave me a smile,
you gave me Jesus and you made me your child,
and I just thank you, Father, for making me, ‘me’.

2. If I were an elephant, I’d thank you, Lord, by raising my trunk,
and If I were a kangaroo, you know I’d hop right up to you,
and If I were an octopus, I’d thank you, Lord, for my fine looks,
but I just thank you, Father, for making me ‘me’.

3. If I were a wiggly worm, I’d thank you, Lord, that I could squirm,
and If I were a billy goat, I’d thank you, Lord, for my strong throat,
and If I were a fuzzy wuzzy bear, 
I’d thank you, Lord, for my fuzzy wuzzy hair
but I just thank you, Father, for making me ‘me’.
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Please turn to face the Gospel and the Cross... / Ka tu te katoa

Reader The Holy Gospel according to St Matthew [chapter 11 :25-30]
All Praise and Glory to God.
At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 
you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed 
them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.  All things have been 
handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, 
and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him. ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for
I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’ This is the Gospel of Christ. 
All Praise to Christ, the word.

St. Francis and the First Nativity Scene – Archdeacon Trevor

The Address given by Alex Hicks of Vets4Pets

1. Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me bring your love. 
Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord, 
and where there's doubt, true faith in you.

O Master, grant that I may never seek
so much to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood, as to understand, 
to be loved, as to love with all my soul.

2. Make me a channel of your peace.
Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope. 
Where there is darkness, only light,
and where there’s sadness, ever joy.

3. Make me a channel of your peace.
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
in giving of ourselves that we receive, 
and in dying that we're born to eternal life.

Prayer of Intercession

Intercessor Loving God, we bring to you the prayers of the people. Today we 
offer up prayers for those involved in animal welfare and conservation 
work: for the SPCA, for earth watch, World Wildlife Fund, Animal 
Asia, our local animal shelters.

A member of the Commu nity of the Cross of Nails Page 6

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=405361255


We pray for farmers - that the animals in their care are treated with 
dignity and respect. We pray for the strays on our streets; help us not 
to turn them away but to bring them to a place of safety, where they 
can be fed, given medical treatment and the chance to find a loving 
home. Help us to be generous; with money, time, and the offer of 
hospitality within our homes.

We pray for vets and vet practices; enable your wisdom  and 
compassion to be evident wherever there are sick or dying animals. 
Enable the animals to sense your presence. Comfort grieving owners; 
allow the many warm memories to break the frost of grief.

As Christ teaches us we pray,

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
for ever. Amen.

The Blessing of the Animals [and maybe a bird or two or even a gold fish!] 

Remembrance of those animals who have died

Priest We remember our animal companions who are no longer  with us 
physically. We give thanks for the gifts they gave us and the 
variety of ways they enriched and blessed our lives. We are 
confident that our Creator continues to care for them.   Amen.

Our final hymn

All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small,
all things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all.

1. Each little flower that opens, each little bird that sings,
he made their glowing colours, he made their tiny wings.

2. The cold wind in the winter, the pleasant summer sun,
the ripe fruits in the garden, he made them everyone.

3. He gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell
how great is God Almighty, who has made all things well.
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The Dismissal / Te Haerenga Atu

Priest God our Creator, help us to love

all creatures as kin,
all animals as partners on Earth,
all birds as messengers of praise,
all minute beings as expressions of your mysterious design,
and all frogs as voices of hope. 

All Amen.

Fundraising update
28/9/2018

Parish Commitment
Goal : $2 Million

Total pledged to date :

$873,760
Donations last 3 weeks:  $26,300

Project Total
Goal: $15 Million

Total pledged to date
$6,512,943

Donations last 3 weeks: $27,920
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For your prayers
Our Province: DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND: Bishops Ross Bay & Assistant Jim 
White. Dean Anne Mills. 
Our Diocese: Mangakino: Patricia Sanders & Wayne Bunny. Matamata: Revd. 
Stephen Prebble (Vicar) and Carol Wilson. Melville: Paul Weeding & George 
Allanson. 
Our Community: Boy Scouts; Girl Guides; Boys' Brigade; Girls' Brigade. 
Kuching, Our Partner Diocese: St Christopher’s, Debak.  
NZCMS - Murray & Fey Cotter; Church planting & Team leadership, Albania. 
Anglican Missions: PNG: Clergy; training programmes



Diary for the week... with Bible Readings.
Every weekday, you are invited to our brief daily prayer services at 8.30am, noon and 3.45pm

Sunday 7th October
8am Holy Communion ~ 10am Blessing of the Animals

Monday 8th October Gal 1:6-12. Ps 111:1-6. Luke 10:25-37
3:30pm Bellringers Practice

Tuesday 9th October  Gal 1:13-end. Ps 139:1-9. Luke 10:38-end.
7am Bishop's Eucharist ~ 7:30am Community Café ~ 10am Crafty Connections 
11am Telford Rest Home Service

Wednesday 10th October Gal 2:1-2,7-14. Ps 117. Luke 11:1-4.
10am BCP Eucharist ~ 11am Rhapsody Resthome Service 

Thursday 11th October Gal 3:1-5. Ps 113. Luke 11:5-13.
8.30am Cathedral Staff Meeting  ~ 10am Food 4 Thought ~ 1:30pm Stitching Group  
7pm Home Group - Led by Jen & Ruth 

Friday 12th October  Gal 3:7-14. Ps 111:4-end. Luke 11:15-26.
10:30am OA meeting ~ 12pm Litany of the Cross of Nails

Saturday 13th October Gal 3:22-end. Ps 105:1-7. Luke 11:27-28.
8.30am Morning Prayer ~ 11am Saturday Luncheon

Sunday 14th October Job 1:1,2:1-10. Heb 1:1-4;2:5-12. Mark 10:2-16.
Visitation of Archbishop Emeritus Sir David Moxon
8am Holy Communion ~ 10am Parish Eucharist

The St Francis Peace Prayer
Although commonly attributed to Francis of Assisi (1181/2-1226 A.D.), the prayer itself 
cannot be traced back further than 1912 when it appeared in a French magazine 
entitled La Clochette (The Little Bell). Further arguing against its Franciscan authenticity 
is the fact that it does not appear anywhere in the Omnibus of Sources, an extensive 
compilation of the writings of Francis and his companions. 
The earliest English translation, reproduced below, was printed anonymously in the 
Quaker periodical Friends' Intelligencer (1927). 

"Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, 
faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; and where there is 
sadness, joy. 

"O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled, as to console; 
to be understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to love; for it is in giving that we 
receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born 
to eternal life." Amen. 
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The Weekly letter is from Archdeacon Trevor

Dear Parishioners,

Whenever I am involved with a St. Francis Day Service there are
two specific occasions of the blessing of working dogs that come
to mind for me, both of which reinforce for me that the correct
term for the service of blessing is of animals, not pets.  The first
occasion was one cold, rainy night when we were in Barlow Hut in the Ruahines 
and over the sound of the rain beating on the iron roof, we heard a noise outside 
followed by voices.  It was a party of three hunters who were delighted to finally 
have found shelter.  We stoked up the fire for them and served them mugs of hot 
tea, over which the conversation came around to what we did as jobs and when I 
disclosed that I was an Anglican Priest, one of the hunters immediately asked 
me, "Do you bless dogs?"  To which I replied, "Yes, we do and we have a special 
service each year near St. Francis of Assisi's Day. Why do you ask?"  The hunter 
said, "Well our dogs have had a really tough day of it and they are very tired and 
sore and I thought a blessing might help them."  So we went out into the porch 
where the dogs were and I prayed for God's blessing on each of the dogs.

The second occasion was the first offering of an animal blessing service at St. 
Hilda's in the Woods, Ngamatapouri, when the parishioners had made it very 
clear that it had to be an "Animal Blessing service", because even though they 
might have pets to bring along, what they really needed the blessing for was 
their working dogs.  When the day came it was made very clear that the working 
dogs weren't to be allowed inside the church, for working days were never 
allowed inside, so they were left outside, until we came to the time in the service 
for the blessing when the owners whistled them up and had them come in just 
for the blessing, after which they were sent straight back outside. 

Both of these occasions stand out in my mind because of the great care and 
concern all of those people had for their working dogs and because of the deep 
bond I witnessed between owners and dogs.

Truly in God's hand is the life of every living thing.

Blessings, Trevor.
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Do get in touch... We would love to hear from you…
Office: 06 758 3111 or email admin@taranakicathedral.org.nz 
Dean Peter :  021 654 445. Canon Pastor Bill : 027 306 4567
Pastoral Minister Ailsa : 021 758 247 Mele Prescott: 021 0284 1156: 021 0284 1156

If you are interested in getting more involved with our parish, please fill out a yellow card



Noticeboard - take me home, keep me handy, stick me to the fridge!

On Sunday the 14th October the Celebrant and Preacher for both of our services 
will be Archbishop Emeritus Sir David Moxon, formerly Bishop of Waikato, 
Archbishop of the New Zealand Dioceses and the Archbishop of Canterbury's 
representative to the Vatican.

Also on Sunday 14th October our next Parish Forum will be held at 11.30am in the 
Interim Cathedral.

Finally on the 14th, Chapter and Vestry will meet at 2pm in the Peace Lounge.

From the Parish Finance Committee: our Parish's working deficit as of the end of 
August stands at $37,774

NZ HOME DIARY 2019 has arrived!! $15, Proceeds shared between Open Home 
Foundation and Taranaki cathedral. See June Moseley or ph 7583583

An embroidered white/cream table runner is still sitting in the Cathedral office 
since it was used for Carolyn Manuel’s wedding. Please collect if it’s yours.

We have a range of home-made preserves left over from the Gala – these are for 
sale, along with the usual marmalade, from the Welcome Desk or Cathedral Office.

Our monthly service of Te Hākari Tapu (Communion in te Reo Māori) has shifted 
to the third Wednesday of the month at noon. Still in the Chapel of the Upper Room 
and still (usually) led by Paul Bowers-Mason
Cymanfa Ganu / Welsh Hymnfest  is on Labour Weekend  Sunday 21st October 
2pm at St Andrew's, Liardet Street.  Featuring the Taranaki Male Choir, Geelong 
Welsh Ladies Choir,  Melbourne Welsh Church.  Come Sing (in English) in Welsh 
Style! Door Sales, $15 
On the afternoon of Sunday 28th October (time to be advised) we will be hosting a 
Tikanga Youth Service for young people from all around the Maunga. Contact 
Revd. Mele Prescott, ph  021 0284 1156 or mele@taranakicathedral.org.nz  for 
details
Oops! This one slipped past both proof readers! The date for the Cathedral Project 
Great Art and Collectible Sale is 17th May 2019, not 2018, so you won’t need a 
time travel machine.
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Do get in touch... We would love to hear from you…
Office: 06 758 3111 or email admin@taranakicathedral.org.nz 
Trevor Harrison : 027 896 5690 Canon Pastor Bill : 027 306 4567 
Pastoral Minister Ailsa : 021 758 247 Canon Sue: 021 450 760

If you are interested in getting more involved with our parish, please fill out a yellow card


