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WELCOME – Archdeacon Trevor Harrison

We gather to celebrate and give thanks that 2018 marks the 125th 
anniversary of women’s suffrage in New Zealand.  On 19 September 
1893 the Electoral Act 1893 was passed, giving all women in New 
Zealand the right to vote.  As a result of this landmark legislation, 
New Zealand became the first self-governing country in the world in 
which all women had the right to vote in parliamentary elections.

We stand and sing together the National Anthem

E Ihowa Atua
O ngā iwi mātou rā,
āta whakarongo na;

Me aroha noa.
Kia hua ko te pai;

Kia tau tō atawhai;
Manaakitia mai

Aotearoa.

God of nations at thy feet
in the bonds of love we meet.
Hear our voices, we entreat,
God defend our free land.
Guard Pacific’s triple star

From the shafts of strife and war,
Make her praises heard afar,
God defend New Zealand.

Reading: Luke 4:16-19 [NRSV]  

When Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he 
went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He 
stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to 
him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
    because he has anointed me
        to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
    and recovery of sight to the blind,
        to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”



THE SOCIAL JUSTICE TRADITION – Rev. Canon Sue Pickering

SPEAKERS 

The Reverend Charmaine Sarten, Aotea representative on the National 
Council of Te Ropu Wahine Maori Toko i te Ora (Maori Women's Welfare 
League).

We sing together the MWWL waiata to the tune of AMAZING GRACE

1. E te Atua titiro mai
Aroha iho ra
Tenei matou te mahi nei
Kia mau kia ngawari

2 Nga mana tapu o te wa
Te whanau Ariki
Kia wehi ra kia oho noa
Kia mau kia ngawari

3. Nga ropu toko i te ora
Nga mate o te ra
Mauria mai kia tangihia
Kia mau kia ngawari

4. A ma te marie a te Atua
Tatau e tiaki
Kei hoki ki nga mahi he
Kia mau kia ngawari

Ms Mary Bourke, QSO, Former Mayor for 15years of the South Taranaki 
District Council, Former Chairperson of the Taranaki DHB, Former 
Chairperson of WITT Council

Prayers of thanksgiving

For women who have sought to bring justice in their contexts with 
special remembrance of the early suffragette movement in Aotearoa 
New Zealand and its example to the world.
And for men who have seen and affirmed the equality of women and
sought to enable their freedom in all realms of life.

Brief Reflection and Reading from Micah 6.6-8 



CLOSING HYMN

1.Deep in the human heart
The fires of justice burn;
With visions of a world renewed
Through radical concern.
As Christians we are called
To set the captives free,
To overthrow the evil powers
And end hypocrisy.

2.This is our task today,
To build a world of peace;
A world of justice, freedom, truth,
Where kindness will increase;
A world from hunger freed,
A world where people share,
Where every person is of worth
And no-one lives in fear.

3.Taking the step of faith,
We leave the past behind
And move into the future’s world
With open heart and mind.
By grace we work with Christ,
As one community,
To bring new hope and fuller life
To all humanity.

William Livingstone Wallace

Blessing

May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah,
And of Jesus Christ born of our sister Mary
And of the Holy Spirit who broods over the world 
as a mother broods over her children
Be upon you and remain with you always
Amen    Enriching our worship Episcopal church [1998]

You are warmly invited to stay for a cup of tea or coffee in the lounge


