
Easter Dawn Vigil
and Holy Eucharist

Nau mai, haere mai – welcome! 

Please take note of your nearest exit Emergency Assembly point: Vets 4 Pets car park
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The Service of Light
Weather permitting, the congregation gather outside the interim cathedral

Dean Grace and peace to you from Jesus Christ our Lord.
A fire is kindled as the Dean says

Dean Dear friends in Christ, on this most holy night, when Christ our 
brother/Te Matatamua passed from death to life, the Church 
invites her children throughout the world to come together in 
vigil and prayer.

This is the Passover of the Lord. We remember Christ’s death and
resurrection by hearing his word and celebrating his mysteries; 
we are confident that we shall share Christ’s victory over death 
and live in God for ever.

Priest Hear the Word of God: “In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God...In him was life, 
and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”

Dean Let us pray.

Eternal God who made this most holy night to shine with the 
brightness of your one true light: set us aflame with the fire of 
your love and bring us to the radiance of your heavenly glory, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Paschal Candle is lit from the fire with these words:

Dean The light of Christ rises in glory, overcoming the darkness of sin 
and death.

Tapers will be lit from the Paschal candle and the candles of the congregation will 
be lit. The Paschal candle is carried in procession into the interim cathedral and we
gather around it.

Cantor The light of Christ.

All Thanks be to God.

Cantor The light of Christ.

All Thanks be to God.

Cantor The light of Christ.

All Thanks be to God.
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The Exultet is sung (Antiphon sung by all):

Cantor Rejoice, heavenly powers! choirs of angels!
Exult, all creation around God’s throne!
Jesus Christ, our King is risen!
Sound the trumpet of salvation!
Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendour,
radiant in the brightness of your King!
Christ has conquered!
Glory fills you! Darkness vanishes for ever!
Rejoice, O Holy Church! Exult in glory!
The risen Saviour shines upon you!
Let this place resound with joy,
echoing the mighty song of all God’s people!

Antiphon

Cantor This is our passover feast, When Christ, the true Lamb, is slain, 
whose blood consecrates the homes of all believers.
This is the night, when first you saved our forebears:
you freed the people of Israel from their slav’ry,
and led them dry-shod through the sea.
This is the night, when the pillar of fire destroyed the darkness of sin.
This is the night, when Christians ev’rywhere,
washed clean of sin and freed from all defilement,
are restored to grace and grow together in holiness.
This is the night, when Jesus broke the chains of death
and rose triumphant from the grave.
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Cantor Father, how wonderful your care for us!
How boundless your merciful love!
To ransom a slave you gave away your Son.
The power of this holy night dispels all evil,
washes guilt away, restores lost innocence,
brings mourners joy.
Night truly blessed when heaven is wedded to earth
and we are reconciled with God!
Therefore, heavenly Father, in the joy of this night,
receive our evening sacrifice of praise,
your Church’s solemn offering.

Cantor Accept this Easter candle.
May it always dispel the darkness of this night!
May the morning star/te whetu marama o te ata
which never sets, find this flame still burning:
Christ, that Morning Star, who came back from the
dead, and shed a peaceful light on all creation,
your son who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

Please extinguish your candle and find a seat.  Please sit.
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THE SERVICE OF THE WORD
Priest Dear friends in Christ, let us now listen to the word of God, 

recalling the story of God’s saving grace leading his people ,out 
of bondage into new life 

Reading: Exodus 14:10-15:1 read by June Moseley

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the 
Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. 
They said to Moses, ‘Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have 
taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out 
of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, “Let us alone and let us 
serve the Egyptians”? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians 
than to die in the wilderness.’ But Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid, 
stand firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for
the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. The Lord will fight 
for you, and you have only to keep still.’ 

Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to
go forward. But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and 
divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. Then I will harden 
the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain 
glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.
And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gained glory for 
myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.’ 
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind
them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place 
behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so 
the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come 
near the other all night. 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back
by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters 
were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a 
wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went 
into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the
morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the 
Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot 
wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from the 
Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.’ 

Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the 
water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.’ 
So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its 
normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into 
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the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the 
entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them 
remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters 
forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 

Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the 
Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did 
against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and 
in his servant Moses. 
Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord:
‘I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has 
thrown into the sea.'          Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.
All Thanks be to God.

Priest Let us pray that God will give freedom to his enslaved people.

Blessed are you, Lord, God of our salvation. You heard the agony
of your people as they cried out from their slavery, and you gave 
them Moses to lead them to a land flowing with milk and honey.
Hear the cry of the enslaved and the homeless today and lead us 
through the turbulent sea of life to our true home with you, O 
Lord, our maker and redeemer. Amen.

Ezekiel 37:1-14 read by June Moseley

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit 
of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He 
led me all round them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were 
very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God,
you know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: 
O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: 
I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and 
will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in 
you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.’ 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly 
there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I 
looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and 
skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, 
‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the 
Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live.’ I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came 
into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

Welcome to Taranaki Cathedral 6



Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 
They say, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 
completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am
going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; 
and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the 
Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my 
people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you 
on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will 
act, says the Lord.’  
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.
All Thanks be to God.
Priest Let us pray that God will breathe new life into his weary 

creation. Blessed are you, Lord, God of our salvation. You bring 
life from the darkest valley of death. When hope is lost and our 
dry bones are scattered in shame, speak your word to your 
broken people, that we may stand confidently before you, and 
breathe your Spirit into us that we might live, O Lord, our maker
and redeemer. Amen.

Hymn

1. Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me with life anew,
that as you love, so may I love, and do what you would do.

2. Breathe on me, Breath of God, until my heart is pure,
until my will is one with yours, to do and to endure.
3. Breathe on me, Breath of God, fulfil my heart’s desire,
until this earthly part of me, glows with your heavenly fire.

4. Breathe on me, Breath of God, so shall I never die,
but live with you the perfect life, of your eternity.

The service of Water
Dean Let us pray.

Eternal God, giver of life and light, this holy night shines with 
the radiance of the risen Christ. Renew your Church with the 
spirit given to us in baptism, that we may worship you in 
sincerity and truth, and shine as a light in the world. Amen.
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Epistle: Romans 6:3-11 read by June Moseley

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism 
into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly 
be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was 
crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no 
longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have
died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that 
Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has 
dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life 
he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and 
alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.
All Thanks be to God.

Reflection: Archbishop Philip Richardson

Dean Dear Friends in Christ, through Baptism we are initiated into 
Christ’s holy church. God incorporates us into his mighty acts of 
salvation, giving us a new birth by water and the Spirit. All this 
is God’s gift to us, offered without price. Let us now then renew 
our own baptismal covenant.

During this hymn we move to the font

We thank you for the gift of life,  the miracle of birth,
our human nature, shared by Christ, our time upon the earth.
Though death may claim our bodies, like Jesus we shall rise;
and even now we start to live the life that never dies.

We thank you for your gifts of life, supplying all our needs;
we hope and trust in Jesus Christ, and follow where he leads.
Through water and the Spirit, his love has set us free
to work and worship, learn and grow in God’s own family.

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows
Dean Dear friends, through the paschal mystery we have been buried 

with Christ in baptism, so that we may rise with Christ to a new life.

Welcome to Taranaki Cathedral 8



Now that our Lenten observance is ending, let us renew the 
promises we made in baptism, when we renounced evil and all 
powers that rebel against God and put our trust in Christ’s 
victory which brings forgiveness, freedom and life.

Bishop Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil?

All I do. In faith I turn to Christ, my way, my truth, my life.

Bishop Do you believe in God the Father?

All I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth.

Bishop Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

All I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit,  born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. 

He descended to the dead. On the third day be rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Bishop Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

All I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body,  and the life everlasting. Amen.

Bishop Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread, and in the prayers?

All I will, with God’s help.

Bishop Will you persevere in resisting evil and, whenever  you fall into 
sin, repent and return to Christ?

All I will, with God’s help.
Bishop Will you forgive others as you are forgiven?
All I will, with God’s help.
Bishop Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in

Christ?
All I will, with God’s help.
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Bishop Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your 
neighbour as yourself?

All I will, with God’s help.
Bishop Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and 

respect the dignity of every human being?
All I will, with God’s help
The Bishop sprinkles the people with water for renewal.

Bishop God the creator, the rock of our salvation, has given us new birth
by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the 
forgiveness of sins, by the Cross of Christ our Saviour. May we be
faithful to our calling, now and for ever. Amen.

The congregation return to their seats in silence, and the lights are dimmed

The service of the bread and cup
Gospel:  John 20:1-10 read by Reverend Mele Prescott Please stand

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came 
to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she 
ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, 
and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not 
know where they have laid him.’ Then Peter and the other disciple set out and 
went towards the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple 
outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, 
following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 
and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings 
but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb 
first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand 
the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to 
their homes. This is the Gospel of Christ.
All Praise to Christ the Word.
Please remain standing. The lights are turned on as the Dean proclaims

Bishop  Christ is risen, alleluia

All  He is risen indeed alleluia 

[repeated three times]
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The Ministry of the Sacrament /Te Minitatanga o te Hakarameta

Bishop The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said 
‘Peace be with you’. They were glad when they saw the Lord.  
Alleluia. Kia tau tonu te rangimarie o te Atua ki a koutou. The peace
of the risen Christ be always with you.

All And also with you. Alleluia

Priest Let us greet one another with a sign of peace
Offertory Hymn: (During which a collection is taken to support the ministry of the 
Cathedral. Thank you for your gift).

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
Who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia!
Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia!

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia!
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
Sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia!

But the pains which He endured, Alleluia!
Our salvation hath procured, Alleluia!
Now above the sky He’s king, Alleluia!
Where the angels ever sing, Alleluia!

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!
Praise eternal as His love, Alleluia!
Praise Him, all you heavenly host, Alleluia!
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia!

The Preparation of the Gifts / Te Whakatikatika I Te Ohaoha 

Bishop Blessed are you, God of all creation; through your goodness we 
have these gifts to share. Accept and use our offerings for your 
glory and for the service of your kingdom.

All Blessed be God forever.
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The Great Thanksgiving / Te Whakawhetai Nui

Christ is risen, Alleluia He is risen indeed, Alleluia!

Lift your hearts to heaven Where Christ in glory reigns

Let us give thanks to God It is right to offer thanks and praise

Bishop It is right indeed, it is our joy and our salvation, Holy Lord, Almighty 
Father, everlasting God, at all times and in all places to give you 
thanks and praise through Christ your only Son. You are the source 
of all life and goodness; through your eternal word you have created 
all things from the beginning and formed us in your own image; 
male and female you created us. When we sinned and turned away, 
you called us back to yourself and gave your son to share our human 
nature. You raised him to life triumphant over death. You exalted 
him in glory. By his victory over death, the reign of sin is ended, a 
new age has dawned, a broken world is restored and we are made 
whole once more. Therefore with the faithful who rest in him, with 
angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, we proclaim 
your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and saying

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and 
earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Bishop All glory and thanksgiving, holy Father; on the night before he died 
your Son, Jesus Christ, took bread; when he had given you thanks, 
he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: Take, eat, this is my 
body which is given for you; do this to remember me. After supper he
took the cup; when he had given you thanks, he gave it to them and 
said: Drink this all of you, for this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins; do this
as often as you drink it, to remember me.

Therefore loving God, recalling your great goodness to us in Christ, we 
celebrate our redemption with this bread of life and this cup of 
salvation. Send your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread and wine which
we receive may be to us the body and blood of Christ, and that we, filled
with the Spirit’s grace and power, may be renewed for the service of 
your kingdom. United in Christ with all who stand before you in earth 
and heaven, we worship you, O God, in songs of everlasting praise.

All Blessing, honour and glory be yours, here and everywhere, 
now and for ever. Amen.
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Remain standing as a period of silence is kept.

We say the Lord's Prayer

Bishop Kua akona nei tatou e to tatou Ariki, ka waiata tatou

All E tō mātou Matua i te rangi, kia tapu tōu Ingoa. Kia tae mai 
tōu rangatiratanga. Kia meatia tāu e pai ai, ki runga ki te 
whenua, kia rite anō ki tō te rangi. Hōmai ki a mātou āianei he
taro mā mātou mō tēnei rā. Murua ō mātou hara, me mātou 
hoki e muru nei, i ō te hunga e hara ana ki a mātou. Aua hoki 
mātou e kawea kia whakawaia. Engari whakaorangia mātou i 
te kino: nōu hoki te rangatiratanga, te kaha, me te korōria, 
Āke āke āke. Āmine.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and for ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread / Ka Whawhati I te Taro

Bishop We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

All We who are many are one body, for we all share the one 
bread.

The Agnus Dei. Please sit for this quiet prayer 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us your peace.
We are invited to share communion / Te Powhiri

Bishop The gifts of God for the people of God! Take them in 
remembrance that Christ Jesus died and rose again for you, and 
feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

God invites everyone to gather around His table. You are invited to come forward
and receive this Holy Sacrament / Hakari Tapu or a blessing. 
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After Communion we pray / Nga Inoi mo Muri I te Hapa. 
Bishop Christ, you are risen from the dead. We are risen with you. May our 

life never deny this eternal life, this peace and hope and joy. Praise 
and glory to the God of life who is stronger than all kinds of death.

All May we who have been raised to new life in the waters of 
baptism, we who have fed on the bread of life, and drunk the
cup of salvation, live Christ’s risen life and bring life to 
others. Amen.

The blessing follows

Bishop May you be a new creation, Christ for those to whom  Christ 
shall send you, and the blessing….

Recessional hymn

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son;
endless is the victory, thou o’er death hast won;
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,
kept the folded grave clothes where thy body lay.
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son,
Endless is the vict’ry, thou o’er death hast won.

Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;
Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom;
let the Church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing;
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting.
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son,
Endless is the vict’ry, thou o’er death hast won.

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life;
life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife;
make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love:
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above.
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son,
Endless is the vict’ry, thou o’er death hast won.

The Dismissal / Te Haerenga Atu Please turn towards the open doors.

Deacon Haere i runga i te rangimarie i runga i te aroha me te ngakau hihiko 
ki te mahi ki te ariki. Go now to love and serve the Lord. Go in peace.

All Amen. We go in the name of Christ.
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Please join us for breakfast in the Peace Hall lounge
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