
Welcome to this

Good Friday All Ages Service

Please take note of your nearest exit Emergency Assembly point: Vets 4 Pets car park



Opening song: Whakaaria Mai

Whakaaria mai Show
Tou ripeka ki au your cross to me.
Tiaho mai Let it shine
Ra roto i te po there in the darkness.
Hei kona au To there I
Titiro atu ai will be looking.

Ora, mate In life, in death,
Hei au koe noho ai. Let me rest in thee.

Welcome
Opening Litany

All We come. We remember.
Lord, may we journey with you.

Priest This day we remember the pain and loneliness, 
suffering, betrayal and death of Jesus. 
We come to be with him.

All We come. We remember.
Lord, may we journey with you.

Priest Today we are reminded of the story of Easter;
and we reflect Jesus died for each one of us.
His arms, outstretched on the Cross, link us to God.

All We come. We remember.
Lord, may we journey with you.

Priest It’s Friday – and the crowd will have its way.

All We come. We remember.
Lord, may we journey with you.

Chant: Jesus remember me when you come into your 
kingdom

We will chant this 4 times, then Mele & Cath will lead everyone towards the
Peace Lounge to begin a self-directed prayer journey. When the time comes, 
we will congregate again at Prayer Station 9 – Jesus dies on the Cross to 
end our service.



Prayer Station 1
Jesus’ Entry into Jerusalem
News swept throughout the city that Jesus was on the way. A large 
crowd of Passover visitors took palm branches and went down the road
to meet him. They shouted, “Praise God! Blessings on the one who 
comes in the name of the Lord! Hail to the King of Israel!” Jesus found 
a young donkey and rode on it, fulfilling the prophecy. His disciples 
didn’t understand at the time that this was a fulfilment of prophecy. 
But after Jesus entered into his glory, they remembered what had 
happened and realized that these things had been written about him. 
Many in the crowd had seen Jesus call Lazarus from the tomb, raising 
him from the dead, and they were telling others about it. That was the 
reason so many went out to meet him—because they had heard about 
this miraculous sign. Then the Pharisees said to each other, “There’s 
nothing we can do. Look, everyone has gone after him!”   

    John 12:12-19

H E A R – Imagine you are right in
amongst the crowd, or sitting on your
father’s shoulders in Jerusalem. All
around, you hear shouts of praises to
God, people singing and chanting
“Hosanna to the King!” as Jesus rides
on by.

On this part of the journey, spend
some time to pray and hear what the
Holy Spirit is saying to you.
Prayerfully write or draw on the leaves and/or crosses what sounds 
or words you may imagine coming from the crowd? What might you
shout out to Jesus as he passes you by? Once you’ve done them, 
prayerfully place them along the road. 

Prayer Station 2
Jesus at the Temple
When Jesus and his disciples arrived back in Jerusalem, Jesus entered 
the Temple and began to drive out the people buying and selling 
animals for sacrifices. He knocked over the tables of the money 



changers and the chairs of those selling doves, and he stopped everyone
from using the Temple as a marketplace. He said to them, “The 
Scriptures declare, ‘My Temple will be called a house of prayer for all 
nations,’ but you have turned it into a den of thieves.”   Mark 11:15-17

S E E – What a mess it must’ve been
inside the temple. You are one of Jesus’
disciples walking into the temple… what
might capture your sight? And what
might you think needs to be repaired,
restored and put back together…  

On this part of the journey, spend some
time to watch and be attentive to what and how God is moving in 
this place. Prayerfully light a candle to remember that God’s house is
a holy place. Led candles provided for children. Decorate a dove 
anyway you like & hang it up to show God’s Peace for us all. 

Prayer Station 3
Jesus anointed at Bethany
Jesus was in Bethany at the home of Simon. While he was eating, a 
woman came in with a beautiful alabaster jar of expensive perfume. 
She broke open the jar and poured the perfume over his head. Some of 
those at the table were outraged. “Why waste such expensive perfume?”
they asked. “It could have been sold for a year’s wages and the money 
given to the poor!” So they scolded her harshly. But Jesus 
replied, “Leave her alone. Why criticize her for doing such a good thing
to me? You will always have the poor among you, and you can help 
them whenever you want to. But you will not always have me. 
Mark 14:3-7
S M E L L  What are your favourite
smells? What cherished memories do
they conjure up for you? We invite you
to pause for a moment and remember
what this means for Jesus as he
journeys to the cross today…



On this part of the journey, take a bag of rosemary and take in its 
aroma. Prayerfully think of what you are willing to lay before Christ 
the King. Place a rose petal in the water as you commit once more to
share all you have with your Lord. The Reverend Ailsa Claridge will 
pray for & anoint you as you leave this prayer station.

Prayer Station 4
Jesus washes the disciples’ feet
Jesus knew that the Father had given him authority over everything 
and that he had come from God and would return to God. So he got up
from the table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel around his waist, 
and poured water into a basin. Then he began to wash the disciples’ 
feet, drying them with the towel he had around him. 
After washing their feet, he put on his robe again and sat down and 
asked, “Do you understand what I was doing? You call me ‘Teacher’ 
and ‘Lord,’ and you are right, because that’s what I am. And since I, 
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash each
other’s feet. I have given you an example to follow. Do as I have done 
to you. I tell you the truth, slaves are not greater than their master. 
Nor is the messenger more important than the one who sends the 
message. Now that you know these things, God will bless you for doing 
them.
John 13:3-6; 12-17

T O U C H   Washing of the feet
comes from an early Christian
church tradition. Generally, a slave
would wash the feet of the guests as
they came into the house. Jesus
washed his disciples’ feet to set the
prime example of servanthood and
love. To do unto others as Jesus has
done for you. 

On this part of the journey, prayerfully take the time to pray and feel
the water reflecting on the words of Jesus, “Do as I have done to 
you”. Use the scented water to make the sign of the cross on your 



own hand and as you do this, think of other ways that we may do 
for others as Jesus has done for us.

For children, you may wish to wash your hands or the hands and 
feet of the baby in the baby bath. 

Prayer Station 5
The Last Supper with Jesus
When it was evening, Jesus sat down at the table with the Twelve. As 
they were eating, Jesus took some bread and blessed it. Then he broke 
it in pieces and gave it to the disciples, saying, “Take this and eat it, for
this is my body.” And he took a cup of wine and gave thanks to God for
it. He gave it to them and said, “Each of you drink from it, for this is 
my blood, which confirms the covenant between God and his people. It 
is poured out as a sacrifice to forgive the sins of many. Mark my words
—I will not drink wine again until the day I drink it new with you in 
my Father’s Kingdom.” Then they sang a hymn and went out to the 
Mount of Olives.

Matthew 26: 20-30

T A S T E   Are you
hungry? Jesus has set
a table for us to
partake in this Holy
Supper with him. 
The disciples were
unaware that this was
going to be their last
supper with Jesus.
What is it that you
want to bring to the table before God one last time? Or to one 
another?    

On this part of the journey, prayerfully kneel at the hand-made altar 
made for you. Take your time to share with one another in this 
communion. Take and eat the bread of life. Drink the cup of 
salvation and give thanks to God.



Prayer Station 6
Jesus Prays in the Garden
Jesus told his disciples, “Pray that you will not give in to temptation.” 
He walked away, about a stone’s throw, and knelt down and prayed, 
“Father, if you are willing, please take this cup of suffering away from 
me. Yet I want your will to be done, not mine.” Then an angel from 
heaven appeared and strengthened him. He prayed more fervently, and
he was in such agony of spirit that his sweat fell to the ground like 
great drops of blood. At last he stood up again and returned to the 
disciples, only to find them asleep, exhausted from grief. “Why are you 
sleeping?” he asked them. “Get up and pray, so that you will not give 
in to temptation.”

Luke 22: 39-46

H E A R   How many times have
you fallen asleep or dozed off
while praying…? Jesus tells us to
pray that we will not fall into
temptation. Imagine the sounds of
the night in the Garden, and the
voice of Jesus as he utters to his
Father, “Not my will but your will
be done”. What do you hear?

On this part of the journey, prayerfully take the time to sit with 
Jesus in the garden. Make a flower to decorate the Prayer Tree.  As 
you do this, pause, be still and listen for what God’s plan for your 
journey is this Easter. 

Prayer Station 7
Peter denies Jesus
Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant girl came over and
said to him, “You were one of those with Jesus the Galilean.” But Peter 
denied it in front of everyone. “I don’t know what you’re talking 
about,” he said. Later, out by the gate, another servant girl noticed 
him and said to those standing around, “This man was with Jesus of 
Nazareth.” Again Peter denied it, this time with an oath. “I don’t even 
know the man,” he said. A little later some of the other bystanders 



came over to Peter and said, “You must be one of them; we can tell by 
your Galilean accent.” Peter swore, “A curse on me if I’m lying—I don’t
know the man!” And immediately the rooster crowed. Suddenly, Jesus’ 
words flashed through Peter’s mind: “Before the rooster crows, you will
deny three times that you even know me.” And he went away, weeping 
bitterly.

Matthew 26:69-75

H E A R   Peter denied Jesus.  The
other disciples were nowhere to
be found when Jesus was being
persecuted. Three times, different
voices confronted Peter being a
follower of Jesus. Are we too
guilty in denying Jesus like Peter?
What does that look like on a
daily basis?

On this part of the journey, we invite you to put the headphones on. 
Take your time to listen to what God may be stirring within you as 
you hear the sounds of the rooster crowing. Pray and reflect on 
times when you may have denied knowing Jesus. Write a prayer of 
repentance and put it through the fiery shredder to burn.

Prayer Station 8
The Passion
The soldiers took Jesus first to the high priest’s house, where he was 
found guilty.  The chief priest sent him to Pilate, who agreed to have 
him crucified.  Finally they led Jesus away into the palace.  They put a 
purple robe on him, then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it 
on him.  They began to call out to him:  “Hail King of the Jews!”  They 
whipped him and pretended to bow down to mock him.
Mark 14:53-64, 15:1-20

S E E   Look at how they treated the ‘Son of God’! They made a 
mockery of Jesus. They verbally abused him. Spat in his face…. 
whipped him. It was not nice what they did to Jesus. Yet, do you 



know what would have been on Jesus’
mind at that very moment – YOU!

On this part of the journey, before you
are items of things that focus around
the Passion of Christ. Look and let each
element resonate within you. Cut out a
shape of a heart and write your name
on it. Place your heart anywhere near the Cross of Christ to show 
God that we are with His Son on this journey today. 

Prayer Station 9
Jesus dies on the Cross
Soldiers led Jesus outside the walls of Jerusalem to Golgotha, which 
means the place of the skull.  A crown of thorns had been placed on his
head.  They nailed him to the cross and fastened a notice on it that 
read, “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews”.  While they waited for 
Jesus to die, the soldiers cast dice to see which one of them would have 
Jesus’ robe for themselves.  When Jesus became thirsty the soldiers 
offered him a sponge soaked in vinegar.  At 3 o’clock that day, Jesus 
died. 

John 19:17-30

T A S T E   The decent thing the
soldiers did for Jesus, while he
was hanging there on the cross,
was to offer him a ‘bitter’ drink.
Jesus was going to die. This
sacrificial act of love meant that
we will never be the same again
and it changed the world
forever…

On this part of the journey, we invite you to dip a breadstick into the
vinegar and become aware of the bitter taste. Make a small cross to 



take away with you today as a reminder to take up your cross and 
follow God where He would have you be.

Song: Were you there when they crucified my Lord
Played by Georgie & Ella McVey

Were you there when they crucified my Lord
Were you there when they crucified my Lord
Ooh sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble,
Were you there when they crucified my Lord

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree
Ooh sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble,
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb
Ooh sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble,
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb

Closing Prayer:

Priest It’s Friday – but Sunday is coming…
God will have the last word!

All We come. We remember. 
Lord, may we journey with you.



Prayer Station 10
Jesus is laid in the tomb
After Jesus had died, his body was wrapped in a linen cloth and taken 
to a tomb built into a rock.  When they had laid him to rest, they 
rolled a stone over the entrance of the tomb.
Mark 15:42-47

T O U C H   Jesus is finally laid
to rest. No more pain or hurt.
Jesus remember me when you
come into your kingdom.

As we leave this prayer journey of
Good Friday, we invite you to
take a rock and say a final prayer.
Be encouraged! Be empowered!
And may you come to know God’s blessing and love for you and all 
who you love this day and always. 
Please exit the tomb through the doors and place your rock on the 
cairn outside Jesus’ tomb.

Following this service, we invite you to join us for hot cross 
buns and a hot cuppa which will be served in the Peace 
Lounge. We look forward to seeing you there and sharing 
stories. Go well this Easter journey! Tu’a ‘ofa atu.


