
Nau mai; haere mai; welcome to Taranaki Cathedral

A LITURGY FOR 
MAUNDY THURSDAY

The name ‘Maundy’ derives from the Latin for ‘new commandment’
- mandatum novum –which Christ (according to John) gave his
disciples at the ‘Last Supper’.

Maundy Thursday marks the beginning of the Great Three Days.
This holiest time of the year contains differing emphases, but it is, nevertheless, a 
continuum. This is a very rich liturgy. The Gospel speaks of love and service, which 
are also expressed in the ceremony of the foot washing. The New Testament reading
records the institution of the Lord’s Supper. The evening setting highlights the 
nearness of the betrayal and approaching passion of Jesus.

GATHERING IN GOD'S NAME    

Welcome by the Dean

As the choir and ministers enter we sing.

1. Praise to the Holiest in the height, and in the depth be praise:
in all his words most wonderful, most sure in all his ways.

2. O loving wisdom of our God! when all was sin and shame,
a second Adam to the fight, and to the rescue came.

3. O wisest love! that flesh and blood, which did in Adam fail,
should strive afresh against the foe, should strive and should prevail.

4. And that a higher gift than grace, should flesh and blood refine,
God’s presence and his very self, and essence all divine.

5. And in the garden secretly, and on the cross on high,
should teach his brethren, and inspire to suffer and to die.

6. Praise to the Holiest in the height, and in the depth be praise;
in all his words most wonderful, most sure in all his ways.

Dean Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins, whose mercy endures 
for ever. The Lord be with you.

All And also with you.



Dean Tonight we begin the Great Three Days of our Lord’s passion, death 
and resurrection, the journey from the supper table to the cross, from
the cross to Easter dawn. 

We are followers in his way, exploring his truth, encountering his life.
This is the night when Christ the Lamb of God gave himself into the 
hands of those who would betray him.
This is the night when Christ gathered with his disciples in the upper 
room.
This is the night when Christ our Lord gave us this holy feast, that as 
we break the bread and drink the cup we may here proclaim his holy 
sacrifice, and come at the last to his table in heaven.
This is the night when Christ took a towel and washed the disciples’ 
feet, showing us how to honour and serve one another in love.
This is the night for watching and prayer.
We give ourselves freely to the demands of these great days, 
confident that those who die in Christ will surely live with him.

The Confession and Absolution / Te Hohou-i-te-rongo Please sit / E noho

Dean God shows great love for us in that while we were still sinners 
Christ died for us. Let us then confess our sins in penitence and 
faith.  [silence]

All Merciful God, our maker and our judge, we have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, and in what we have
failed to do: we have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbours as ourselves’ we repent, and 
are sorry for all our sins. Father, forgive us. Strengthen us to 
love and obey you in newness of life; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

Priest Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to 
him in faith, pardon you and set you free from all your sins, 
strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

The Gloria is sung, as a cry of thanksgiving to God. Please Stand / E tū



All Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on 
earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we
worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your 
glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of 
God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our 
prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the 
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Dean Kia mau te rongo o te Karaiti ki o tatou ngakau. 
The peace of Christ rule in our hearts.

All The word of Christ dwell in us richly. 

The Collect – Gathering Prayer – is said together / Hei konei te inoi o te rä

All Loving God your Son Jesus Christ has left us this meal of 
bread and wine in which we share his body and blood. May 
we who celebrate this sign of his great love show in our lives
the fruits of his redemption; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen.

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD

Please be seated for the Readings / Nga Karaipiture – E noho

Reader A reading from the book of Exodus (Chapter 12:1-4,11-14)

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark 
for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 
Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to 
take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too 
small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbour in obtaining one; the 
lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. This 
is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your 
staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. 
For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods 
of Egypt I will execute judgements: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for 
you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, 
and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=357834974


This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a 
festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a 
perpetual ordinance.  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.
All Thanks be to God.
Reader A reading from the first letter of the Apostle Paul to the Corinthians 

(Chapter 11.23-26)

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus 
on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying,
‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.
All Thanks be to God. 

We sing the Gradual Hymn in preparation for the Gospel

A new commandment I give unto you:
That you love one another as I have loved you,
That you love one another as I have loved you.

1. By this shall all know that you are my disciples
if you have love one for another. (Repeat)

2. You are my friends if you do what I command you.
Without my help you can do nothing. (Repeat)

3. True love is patient, not arrogant nor boastful;
love bears all things, love is eternal. (Repeat)

Reader Hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St John, 
(Chapter 13:1-17,31b-35)

All (Sung)  Praise and Glory to God. 
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to 
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in 
the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart 
of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing 
that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from 
God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and 
tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to 
wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around 
him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my
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feet?’ Jesus answered, ‘You do not know now what I am doing, but later you 
will understand.’ Peter said to him, ‘You will never wash my feet.’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.’ Simon Peter said to 
him, ‘Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!’ Jesus said to him, 
‘One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely 
clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.’ For he knew who was to betray
him; for this reason he said, ‘Not all of you are clean.’ 

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the 
table, he said to them, ‘Do you know what I have done to you? You call me 
Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord 
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 
For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 
Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are 
messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you 
are blessed if you do them. 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and 
God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also 
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you
only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say 
to you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.” I give you a new commandment, 
that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 
another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love 
for one another.’ This is the Gospel of Christ.

All (Sung) Praise to Christ the Word.
There follows the sermon / Te Kauwhau The preacher tonight is Dean Peter

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
After each bidding the response to “God of Grace” is Hear our prayer

Our intercessions end with The Lord's Prayer/Te Inoi a te Ariki (Sung)

Priest Kua akona nei tatou e to tatou Ariki, ka waiata tatou
All E tō mātou Matua i te rangi, kia tapu tōu Ingoa. Kia tae mai 

tōu rangatiratanga. Kia meatia tāu e pai ai, ki runga ki te 
whenua, kia rite anō ki tō te rangi. Hōmai ki a mātou āianei he
taro mā mātou mō tēnei rā. Murua ō mātou hara, me mātou 
hoki e muru nei, i ō te hunga e hara ana ki a mātou. Aua hoki 
mātou e kawea kia whakawaia. Engari whakaorangia mātou i 
te kino: nōu hoki te rangatiratanga, te kaha, me te korōria, 
Āke āke āke. Āmine.



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for 
ever. Amen.

THE WASHING OF FEET

Dean Friends in Christ, I invite you to come forward, that we may recall 
whose servants we are and remember his teaching, that what is done
for us is also to be done for others.

You are invited if you wish to come with bare feet to one of the 
stations so that one of the ministers may wash your feet. During this 
time the choir will sing “In the heart where love is abiding” - Plainsong 
arr. John Barnard (b. 1948)

After the foot-washing we pray together

All Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us that what we do for 
the least of our brothers and sisters we do also for you: give 
us the will to be the servant of others as you were the 
servant of all, and gave up your life and died for us, but are 
alive and reign, now and for ever. Amen.

THE GREETING OF PEACE

Priest Christ has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross. We meet in 
his name and share his peace. The peace of the Lord be always with 
you. Kia tau tonu te rangimarie o te Atua ki a koutou. The peace 
of God be always with you.

All And also with you.
Deacon Let us greet one another with a sign of Peace

During the offertory hymn, a collection is taken up for the mission and ministry 
of the cathedral.   Thank you for your gift.

1. Let us break bread together on our knees,
let us break bread together on our knees.

When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.

2. Let us share wine together on our knees,
let us share wine together on our knees.



3. Let us sing songs together on our knees,
let us sing songs together on our knees.

4. Let us all work together on our knees,
let us all work together on our knees.

5. Let us praise God together on our knees,
let us praise God together on our knees.

Priest At the Eucharist we are with our crucified and risen Lord. We 
know that it was not only our ancestors, but we who were 
redeemed and brought forth from bondage to freedom, from 
mourning to feasting. We know that as he was with them in the 
upper room so our Lord is here with us now.

All Until the kingdom of God comes let us celebrate this feast.
Dean A reading from Dom Gregory Dix
Was ever another command so obeyed? For century after century, spreading 
slowly to every continent and country and among every race on earth, this 
action has been done, in every conceivable human circumstance, for every 
conceivable human need from infancy and before it to extreme old age and after
it, from the pinnacle of earthly greatness to the refuge of fugitives in the caves 
and dens of the earth. Men have found no better thing than this to do for kings 
at their crowning and for criminals going to the scaffold; for armies in triumph 
or for a bride and bridegroom in a little country church; for the proclamation of 
a dogma or for a good crop of wheat; for the wisdom of the Parliament of a 
mighty nation or for a sick old woman afraid to die; for a schoolboy sitting an 
examination or for Columbus setting out to discover America; for the famine of 
whole provinces or for the soul of a dead lover; in thankfulness because my 
father did not die of pneumonia; for a village headman much tempted to return 
to fetich because the yams had failed; because the Turk was at the gates of 
Vienna; for the repentance of Margaret; for the settlement of a strike; for a son 
for a barren woman; for Captain so-and-so wounded and prisoner of war; while 
the lions roared in the nearby amphitheatre; on the beach at Dunkirk; while the 
hiss of scythes in the thick June grass came faintly through the windows of the 
church; tremulously, by an old monk on the fiftieth anniversary of his vows; 
furtively, by an exiled bishop who had hewn timber all day in a prison camp 
near Murmansk; gorgeously, for the canonisation of S. Joan of Arc—one could 
fill many pages with the reasons why men have done this, and not tell a 
hundredth part of them. And best of all, week by week and month by month, on
a hundred thousand successive Sundays, faithfully, unfailingly, across all the 
parishes of Christendom, the pastors have done this just to make the plebs 
sancta Dei—the holy common people of God.



The Preparation of the Gifts / Te Whakatikatika I Te Ohaoha 

Priest Blessed are you, Lord, God of the universe, you bring forth bread
from the earth.

All Blessed be God for ever.
Priest Blessed are you, Lord, God of the universe, you create the fruit of

the vine.
All Blessed be God for ever.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Priest It is indeed right to give you thanks, Father most holy, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. For on this night he girded himself with a 
towel and, taking the form of a servant, washed the feet of his 
disciples. He gave us a new commandment that we should love 
one another as he has loved us. Knowing that his hour had come,
in his great love he gave this supper to his disciples to be a 
memorial of his passion, that we might proclaim his death until 
he comes again,and feast with him in his kingdom. Therefore 
earth unites with heaven to sing a new song of praise; we too 
join with angels and archangels as they proclaim your glory 
without end

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and 
earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest.

Priest All glory to you, Giver of life sufficient and full for all creation. 
Accept our praises, living God, for Jesus Christ, the one perfect 
offering for the world, who in the night that he was betrayed, took 
bread, and when he had given thanks, broke it, gave it to his 
disciples, and said: “Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you;
do this to remember me.” After supper he took the cup; and when
he had given thanks, he gave it to them and said: “Drink this, all 
of you. This is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for 
you, and for many, to forgive sin. Do this as often as you drink it 
to remember me.”



Therefore, God of all creation, in the suffering and death of 
Jesus our redeemer, we meet you in your glory. We lift up the 
cup of salvation and call upon your name. Here and now, with 
this bread and wine, we celebrate your great acts of liberation, 
ever present and living in Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, who 
was and is and is to come.

All Amen! Come Lord Jesus.
Priest May Christ ascended in majesty be our new and living way, our 

access to you, Father, and source of all new life. In Christ we offer 
ourselves to do your will. Empower our celebration with your Holy 
Spirit, feed us with your life, fire us with your love, confront us with 
your justice, and make us one in the body of Christ with all who 
share your gifts of love. 

All Through Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit, with all who 
stand before you in earth and heaven, we worship you, 
Creator God. Amen. [silence]

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND THE COMMUNION

Priest Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,
All we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

The Agnus Dei. Please sit for this quiet prayer 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us your peace.

We are invited to share communion / Te Powhiri

Priest Unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies,  it remains 
just a single grain; but if it dies it bears much fruit. If we have 
died with him, we shall live with him. Come let us take this holy 
sacrament of the body and blood of Christ in remembrance that 
he died for us, and feed on him in our hearts by faith with 
thanksgiving.

God invites everyone to gather around His table. You are invited to come
forward and receive this Holy Sacrament / Hakari Tapu or a blessing. 

During communion the choir will sing “Ave verum corpus” - W.A. Mozart 
(1756-1791)



We then sing the following hymn

1. He came singing love and he lived singing love;
He died, singing love, He arose in silence,
For the love to go on we must make it our song:
You and I be the singers.

2. He came singing faith and he lived singing faith;
He died, singing faith, He arose in silence,
For the faith to go on we much make it our song:
You and I be the singers.

3. He came singing hope and he lived singing hope;
He died, singing hope, He arose in silence,
For the hope to go on we must make it our song:
You and I be the singers.

4. He came singing peace and he lived singing peace;
He died singing peace, He arose in silence,
For the peace to go on we must make it our song:
You and I be the singers.

AFTER COMMUNION

We pray / Nga Inoi mo Muri I te Hapa. 

Priest Holy God, source of all love, on the night of betrayal Jesus 
commanded his disciples to love one another as he loved them. 
We thank you for feeding us in this supper.

All Give us the will to serve others as he was servant of all.

The stripping of the altar

Psalm 88 is sung by the cantor as the altar and sanctuary are stripped of their 
linen, ornaments and hangings.

After the stripping of the altar the Gospel of the Watch is read. There is no 
response at the end of the Gospel, which is slammed shut and 
thrown down as a stark reminder of how Jesus was forsaken. 

If you do not wish to stay for The Watch, please leave the cathedral when 
the stripping is complete,  During the watch, you may come and go
as you wish – or stay until it ends, with prayers, at 10pm.



Deacon Hear The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, According to 
St Matthew – the Gospel of the Watch.

All (spoken) Praise and Glory to God.

Deacon When they had sung a hymn, Jesus and his disciples went out 
to the Mount of Olives. Then Jesus said to them, "You will all fall away because 
of me this night; for it is written, `I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of 
the flock will be scattered.' But after I am raised up, I will go before you to 
Galilee." 

Peter declared to him, "Though they all fall away because of you, I will never 
fall away." Jesus said to him, "Truly, I say to you, this very night, before the cock
crows, you will deny me three times." Peter said to him, "Even if I must die with 
you, I will not deny you." And all the disciples said the same. 

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his 
disciples, "Sit here, while I go yonder and pray." And taking with him Peter and 
the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he said 
to them, "My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with
me." And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, "My Father, if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt." 

And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, "So,
could you not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray that you may not enter
into temptation; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." Again, for the
second time, he went away and prayed, "My Father, if this cannot pass unless I 
drink it, thy will be done." And again he came and found them sleeping, for 
their eyes were heavy. 

So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the 
same words. Then he came to the disciples and said to them, "Are you still 
sleeping and taking your rest? Behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of man 
is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at
hand." 

While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a 
great crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the 
people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, "The one I shall kiss is 
the man; seize him." And he came up to Jesus at once and said, "Hail, Master!" 
And he kissed him. Jesus said to him, "Friend, why are you here?" Then they 
came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized him. And behold, one of those who 
were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his sword, and struck the slave
of the high priest, and cut off his ear. 



Then Jesus said to him, "Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the 
sword will perish by the sword. Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, 
and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then 
should the scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?" 

At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, "Have you come out as against a robber, 
with swords and clubs to capture me? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching,
and you did not seize me. But all this has taken place, that the scriptures of the 
prophets might be fulfilled." Then all the disciples forsook him and fled. 

ON THIS MOST HOLY NIGHT, PLEASE LEAVE THE 
CHURCH IN SILENCE. Thank you.

May you know your Saviour's blessing and Almighty love.

Good Friday Services at the Interim Cathedral
10am All Ages service with Hot Cross Buns
Noon – 3pm “Keeping Vigil with Jesus” - a three hour devotion led by Revd. 

Canon Sue Pickering

Easter Sunday Services at the Interim Cathedral
6am Vigil and Easter Dawn Service – followed by breakfast
8am Holy Communion – followed by breakfast
10am Easter Family Service – with flowering of the cross and Easter egg 

hunt


