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Welcome: The Innkeeper (Dean Peter Beck)

Grand Parade: Animals enter.

Song: The animals came in
The animals came in two by two, hurrah, hurrah
The animals came in two by two, hurrah, hurrah
The animals came in two by two, the goldfish and the cockatoo
And they all came into the church, for to get out of the sun.

The animals came in four by four
the sheep and the donkey got stuck in the door

The animals came in six by six,
the rabbit ate the candlesticks!

The animals came in eight by eight
some on time and some are late

The animals come in ten by ten
the llama lloves to sing amen

Mary and Joseph arrive and meet the Innkeeper
Song: Little Donkey words and music: Eric Boswell

Little donkey, little donkey, on the dusty road,
Got to keep on plodding onwards with your precious load.
Been a long time, little donkey, Bethlehem's in sight.

Ring out those bells tonight, Bethlehem, Bethlehem.
Follow that star tonight, Bethlehem, Bethlehem.

Little donkey, little donkey, had a heavy day.
Little donkey, carry Mary safely on her way.
Little donkey, carry Mary safely on her way.

The Shepherds come searching
Song: Silent Night

Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright
round the virgin and her child: holy infant so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace; sleep in heavenly peace!

Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight,
glory streams from heaven afar: heavenly hosts sing Alleluia,
Christ the saviour is born, Christ the saviour is born.

Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love's pure light:
radiant beams from your holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord at your birth, Jesus, Lord at your birth



Song: The jersey cow came mooing
The jersey cow came mooing, mooing, mooing
The jersey cow came mooing to the old shed door
The cattle dog came barking, barking, barking,
The cattle dog came barking to the old shed door
The flock of ducks came quacking, quacking, quacking,
The flock of ducks came quacking to the old shed door.

The sheep and lambs came baa-ing, baa-ing, baa-ing,
The sheep and lambs came baa-ing to the old shed door.
The shepherds all came running, running, running,
The shepherds all came running to the old shed door.
And guess what they saw?
Little baby Jesus, Jesus, Jesus,
little baby Jesus by the old shed door.

Distinguished visitors from afar turn up at the inn.
Twinkle, twinkle, little star, how I wonder what you are;
Up above the world so high, like a diamond in the sky,
Twinkle, twinkle, little star, how I wonder what you are.
(repeat)

Song: Away in a Manger
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
And stay by my side ‘til morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
Close by me for ever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
And fit us for heaven, to live with thee there.

Prayers, ending with the Lord's Prayer:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.



The animals process out, behind Mary, Joseph and the baby, while we sing:

O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him, Born the King of angels: 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

God of God, Light of Light,
Lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb; 
Very God, Begotten, not created:
Chorus

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above: 
‘Glory to God In the highest:’
Chorus

The story of the Birth of Jesus
Emperor Augustus gave orders for the names of all the people to be listed 
in record books. Everyone had to go to their own homeland to be listed. 
Joseph had to leave Nazareth in Galilee and go to Bethlehem. Long ago, 
Bethlehem had been King David's home town, and Joseph went there 
because he was from David's family.

Mary was engaged to Joseph and travelled with him to Bethlehem, and while
they were there, she gave birth to hr first-born son. She dressed him in 
baby clothes and laid him in a feed box, because there was no room for 
them in the inn.

That night, in the fields near Bethlehem some shepherds were guarding 
their sheep. All at once an angel came to them, and brightness flashed 
around them. The shepherds were frightened, but the angel said to them 
Don't be afraid! I have good news for you. This day in King David's “
hometown a Saviour was born for you. He is Christ the Lord. You will know 
who he is because you will find him dressed in baby clothes and lying in a
feed box.’
Suddenly many other angels joined in praising God. They said: Praise God ‘
in heaven! Peace on earth to everyone.  The shepherds said Let s go to ’ ‘ ’
Bethlehem  and they hurried there and found Mary and Joseph and the ’
baby lying in the feed box.

Some wise men came from the east following a star. It went ahead of 
them until it stopped over the place where Jesus lay. The wise men saw 
Mary and the baby and they took out their gifts of gold and frankincense 
and myrrh and gave them to him.

(This story is found in the Bible, in the Gospels of Luke and Matthew)


