
At 10am our service begins with this hymn
1. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord:
unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice;
tender to me the promise of his word;
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice.

2. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name:
make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;
his mercy sure, from age to age to same;
his holy name, the Lord, the mighty one.

3. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might:
powers and dominions lay their glory by;
proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high.

4. Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word:
firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord
to children's children and for evermore.

The lighting of the fourth Advent candle – 
the Candle of Love

Priest The first Advent candle represents our call to hope.
The second Advent candle represents our call to peace.  
The third candle represents our call to joy.  
Today we light the fourth Advent candle, which represents our call
to love.
This candle is a symbol of God’s love, revealed in the baby Jesus.
It is a symbol of God’s love, which is alive in each of us today.

All O God of Love, your love is present everywhere, and your 
purpose is revealed in love. We are called to be your people of
love. Help us to love one another. Help us to show love to all 
the world.
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“Hey, young people here today - welcome - especially any visiting our interim cathedral!
We have great groups for you to be a part of. 

Please come and meet us by the sound desk this morning ... Cath, family worker :-)

Welcome on 24th
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4th Sunday of Advent
Te Rātapu Tuawhā o 

te Haerenga Mai



[all sing] Give me love in my heart, keep me serving,
Give me love in my heart, I pray;
Give me love in my heart, keep me serving,
Keep me serving till the break of day:

Sing hosanna, sing hosanna,
Sing hosanna to the King of kings!
Sing hosanna, sing hosanna,
Sing hosanna to the King!

Priest I runga i te Ingoa o te Atua, te Matua, te Tama me te Wairua 
Tapu. Amine. (In the name of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.)
Break forth into singing you waste places of Jerusalem; for the 
Lord has comforted his people. [Isaiah 52.9]

Liturgist O God who created the heavens and stretched them outstretched
All We praise you
Liturgist You fashioned the earth and all that lives there
All We praise you
Liturgist You give breath to the people upon it, and Spirit to those who 

walk on it
All We praise and thank you O God
Liturgist That the eyes of the blind be opened, and the broken hearted be 

healed, the poor hear the good news, and captives be brought out 
of darkness.

All Your Kingdom come O God, Your will be done.

Please sit / E noho

Liturgist When the Lord comes he will bring to light the things now hidden 
in darkness, and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Therefore 
in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. [silence]

The Confession and Absolution / Te Hohou-i-te-rongo Please sit / E noho

Liturgist Heavenly Father, you exalted the humble and meek: give us 
humble and contrite hearts. Lord, have mercy

All Lord, have mercy.
Liturgist Lord Jesus, you grew towards birth in the Virgin’s womb: be 

planted also in our hearts and lives. Christ, have mercy.
All Christ, have mercy.
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Liturgist Holy Spirit, you overshadowed Mary, that she might become the 
God-bearer: fill us with your heavenly gifts. Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.
Priest Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that 

cannot be destroyed, forgive you your sins, open your eyes to 
God’s truth, strengthen you to do God’s will and give you the joy 
of his kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

The Gloria is not sung during Advent as it is a time of reflection and 
penitence.

Liturgist Kia mau te rongo o te Karaiti ki o tatou ngakau. 
The peace of Christ rule in our hearts.

All The word of Christ dwell in us richly.

The Collect – Gathering Prayer – is said together / Hei konei te inoi o te rä

All Life giving God, you prepared Mary to be the mother of your 
Son; she watched and waited for his coming. Grant us the 
same courage and willingness to watch and wait, to greet him 
as Emmanuel, God with us, with joyful hearts, through Jesus 
Christ, Amen.

Please be seated for the Readings / Nga Karaipiture – E noho

Reader A Reading from the Second book of Samuel (Chapter 7:1-11,16)

Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest 
from all his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘See now, I 
am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.’ Nathan said to 
the king, ‘Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.’

But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant 
David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have 
not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to 
this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I 
have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with 
any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people 
Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a house of cedar?’ Now therefore thus 
you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from 
the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I 
have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from 
before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones 
of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, 
so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers 
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shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over
my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the 
Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. Your house and your 
kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me; your throne shall be established 
for ever.  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.

All Thanks be to God.
Reader A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans (Chapter 16:25-27)

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was 
kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings 
is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, 
to bring about the obedience of faith— to the only wise God, through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be the glory for ever! Amen. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

All Thanks be to God.
At 10am we sing the Gradual Hymn in preparation for the Gospel
1. For Mary, mother of our Lord, God’s holy name be praised,
who first the Son of God adored, as on her child she gazed.

2. The angel Gabriel brought the word, she should Christ’s mother be;
Our Lady, handmaid of the Lord, made answer willingly.

3. The heavenly call she thus obeyed, and so God’s will be done;
the second Eve love’s answer made, which our redemption won.

4. She gave her body for God’s shrine, her heart to piercing pain,
and knew the cost of love divine, when Jesus Christ was slain.

5. Dear Mary, from you lowliness, and home in Galilee,
there comes a joy and holiness, to every family.

6. Hail, Mary, you are full of grace, above all women blest;
and blest your Son, whom your embrace, in birth and death confessed.

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel and the Cross... / Ka tū te katoa

Reader Hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St Luke 
(chapter 1:26-38)

All (Sung at the 10am Service)  Praise and Glory to God. 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, 
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favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his words 
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not 
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive 
in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and
will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and 
of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, 
since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth 
in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who 
was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, 
‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ 
Then the angel departed from her.  This is the Gospel of Christ.

All (Sung at the 10am Service) Praise to Christ the Word.

And now the Sermon/te Kauwhau The preacher today is Dean Peter

Please stand for the Affirmation of Faith / Te Whakapono – E tū

Liturgist Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.
All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
being with the Father; through him all things were made. For 
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 
fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the 
Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, and has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. 
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We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen.

A Time of Prayer / Nga Inoi a te Iwi 

Liturgist Let us pray for the church and the world, giving thanks for God's 
goodness…

Please sit / e noho

Our intercessions end with The Lord's Prayer/Te Inoi a te Ariki (Sung at 10am)

All E tō mātou Matua i te rangi, kia tapu tōu Ingoa. Kia tae mai tōu 
rangatiratanga. Kia meatia tāu e pai ai, ki runga ki te whenua, 
kia rite anō ki tō te rangi. Hōmai ki a mātou āianei he taro mā 
mātou mō tēnei rā. Murua ō mātou hara, me mātou hoki e muru
nei, i ō te hunga e hara ana ki a mātou. Aua hoki mātou e kawea
kia whakawaia. Engari whakaorangia mātou i te kino: nōu hoki 
te rangatiratanga, te kaha, me te korōria, Āke āke āke. Āmine.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. 
Amen.

Please stand for the Ministry of the Sacrament /Te Minitatanga o te Hakarameta

Priest Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his 
government and of peace there shall be no end. Kia tau tonu te 
rangimarie o te Atua ki a koutou. The peace of God be always with you.

All And also with you.

Deacon Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

During the offertory hymn, a collection is taken up for our mission and ministry as
the cathedral.   Thank you for your gift.

At 8am we sing “Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord” on page 1

1. The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame.
‘All hail,’ said he, ‘thou lowly maiden, Mary,
most highly favoured lady.’ Gloria!
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2. ‘For known a blessèd Mother thou shalt be.
All generations laud and honour thee.
Thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold,
most highly favoured lady.’ Gloria!

3. Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head.
‘To me be as it pleaseth God,’ she said.
‘My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name.’
Most highly favoured lady! Gloria!

4. Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born
in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn;
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say:
‘Most highly favoured lady.’ Gloria!

The Preparation of the Gifts / Te Whakatikatika I Te Ohaoha 

Priest For these gifts, and all the gifts we bring before this table;
All we give you thanks and praise, Loving God, as we return them

now to you.

The Great Thanksgiving / Te Whakawhetai Nui

The Spirit of God be with you. And also with you.
Lift your hearts to heaven where Christ in glory reigns.
Let us give thanks to God. It is right to offer thanks and praise. 
Priest It is right indeed, everliving God, to give you thanks and praise 

through Christ your only Son. You are the source of all life and 
goodness; through your eternal Word you have created all things 
from the beginning. When we sinned and turned away you called us 
back to yourself and gave your Son to share our human nature. He 
made the one perfect sacrifice for the sin of the world. Therefore we 
proclaim your great and glorious name, saying,

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might; heaven and 
earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Priest On the night before he died, he took bread; when he had given you 
thanks, he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: Take, eat, this 
is my body which is given for you; do this to remember me. After 
supper he took the cup; when he had given you thanks, he gave it to 
them and said: Drink this, all of you, for this is my blood of the new 
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covenant which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins; do this as often as you drink it, to remember me. Therefore 
loving God, recalling your great goodness to us in Christ, we 
celebrate our redemption with this bread of life and this cup of 
salvation. Send your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread and wine 
which we receive may be to us the body and blood of Christ, and 
that we, filled with the Spirit's grace and power, may be renewed for
the service of your kingdom. United in Christ with all who stand 
before you in earth and heaven, we worship you, O God, in songs of 
everlasting praise.

All Blessing, honour and glory be yours, here and everywhere now 
and forever.   Amen. [silence]

The Breaking of the Bread / Ka Whawhati I te Taro

Priest Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,
All we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

The Agnus Dei. Please sit for this quiet prayer (sung at 10am)

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us your peace.

We are invited to share communion / Te Powhiri

Priest The Gifts of God, for the People of God
All Jesus Christ is Holy; Jesus Christ is Lord; to the Glory of God 

the Father.
God invites everyone to gather around His table. You are invited to come forward 
and receive this Holy Sacrament / Hakari Tapu or a blessing. 

After Communion we pray / Nga Inoi mo Muri I te Hapa. 

Priest In gratitude, in deep gratitude for this moment, this meal, 
these people, we give ourselves to you

All Take us out to live as changed people because we have 
shared the Living Bread and cannot remain the same.

Priest Ask much of us, expect much from us, enable much by us, 
encourage many through us.

All So, Lord, may we live to your glory, both as inhabitants of 
earth and citizens of the commonwealth of heaven, Amen.

...and the Blessing / Te Manaakitanga
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Priest May the coming of the Son of God bring you the light of his 
holiness, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope and 
untiring in love all the days of your life, and the blessing...

The Recessional Hymn follows the Notices Challenge. 

1. Ye who own the faith of Jesus, sing the wonders that were done
when the love of God the Father, over sin the victory won,
when he made the Virgin Mary, mother of his only Son.
Hail Mary, hail Mary, hail Mary, full of grace.

2. Blessed were the chosen people, out of whom the Lord did come;
blessed was the land of promise, fashioned for his earthly home;
but more blessed far the mother, she who bare him in her womb.
Hail Mary, hail Mary, hail Mary, full of grace.

3. Wherefore let all faithful people, tell the honor of her name;
let the Church, in her foreshadowed, part in her thanksgiving claim;
what Christ’s mother sang in gladness, let Christ's people sing the same.
Hail Mary, hail Mary, hail Mary, full of grace.

4. Praise, O Mary, praise the Father, praise thy Savior and thy Son,
praise the everlasting Spirit, who hath made thee ark and throne
o'er all creatures high exalted, lowly praise the Three in One.
Hail Mary, hail Mary, hail Mary, full of grace.

The Dismissal / Te Haerenga Atu Please turn towards the open doors.

Deacon Haere i runga i te rangimarie i runga i te aroha me te ngakau 
hihiko ki te mahi ki te ariki. Go now to love and serve the Lord. 
Go in peace. 

All Amen. We go in the name of Christ.

You are invited to sit and listen to the organ postlude, or else to leave quietly  
so as not to disturb those who are listening.

Welcome to our Interim Cathedral in the Peace Hall Page 9

Do get in touch... We would love to hear from you…
Office: 06 758 3111 or email admin@taranakicathedral.org.nz
Dean Peter :  021 654 445. Canon Pastor Bill : 027 306 4567
Pastoral Minister Ailsa : 021 758 247 Mele Prescott: 021 0284 1156: 021 0284 1156

If you are interested in getting more involved with our parish, please fill out a yellow card



Diary for the week... with Bible Readings.
Sunday 24th December
8am Holy Communion ~ 10am Choral Eucharist ~ 5pm Children's Christmas Service
11pm Carol Singing in the Interim Cathedral ~ 11.30pm Midnight Mass of the Nativity

Monday 25th December  Isa 9:2-7. Titus 2:11-14. Luke 2:1-14.
8am Holy Communion ~ 10am Festival Family Communion

Tuesday 26th December St Stephen Acts 7:51-60. Ps 119:161-168. Matt 10:17-22.
7am Bishop's Eucharist ~ 8.30am Morning Prayer ~ 10am Give Something Back

Wednesday 27th December  Exod 33:7-11a. Ps 117. John 21:19b-25.
8.30am Morning Prayer ~ 10am BCP Eucharist 

Thursday 28th December The Holy Innocents Jer 31:15-17. Ps 124. Matt 2:13-18.
8.30am Morning Prayer

Friday 29th December 1 John 2:3-11. Ps 96:1-4. Luke 2:22-35.
8.30am Morning Prayer ~ 9.30am OA Meeting 

Saturday 30th December 1 John 2:12-17. Ps 96:7-10. Luke 2:36-40.
8.30am Morning Prayer 

Sunday 31st December  Eccles 3:1-13. Rev 21:1-6a. Matt 25:31-46.
8am Holy Communion ~ 10am Parish Eucharist
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The weekly letter is from Cath McVey

Dear friends,

When our Intermediate youth group finished up for the year,
Mele and I received cards from the girls with such moving and
beautiful words.  From one of them: “You are both like trees,
you start as a seed then you grow into a tree with all the support and love.  You 
start producing your followers (fruit).  Each year your tree grows wiser, stronger 
and grows more branches for more followers.”  

Wow!  I was blown away by the incredible wisdom of this young lady and it got 
me thinking of the tremendous amount of support and love we have been given 
over the course of this year for our fantastic children and young adult ministry 
from YOU our church family.  From providing meals, baking, help on outings, 
financial help, loving words and kind smiles at some of our more creative 
activities or simply looking out each Sunday and catching the odd smile or nod 
as we parade out, it all makes the most amazing difference.  

Occasionally I come across people who, like Mary feel overwhelmed that God 
would ask something of them, ordinary people who feel they have nothing to 
offer.  Be encouraged.  The smallest of things can make the biggest difference.  I 
would like to thank you ALL for the support and love that have helped me grow 
this year and enabled me to grow some new branches.

All love and Blessings to you and your families this Christmas

Cath
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For your prayers
Our Province: AAW.  Religious Orders: Order of the Holy Cross. Sisters of the Love 
of God, St Isaac’s Retreat House. Society of St Francis. Abbeyfield Waikato House. 
Our Diocese: Waikato Hospital Chaplains: Janine Sinclair & Anna Norrish.   
Taumarunui Hospital Chaplain: Christine Hunn.  Waikato Youth coordinator: 
Darcy Perry; Taranaki Youth Chaplain: Mele Prescott
Our Community: Those working to care for and conserve the environment.
Taranaki Cathedral: The Musicians: Christopher, Helen, and Paul. The Music 
Ministry Team. The Handbell Ringers - giving thanks for their music.  
NZCMS: Nathan & Rosey Hughes (Ruby & Eva); Refreshment in NZ. Anglican 
Missions: Tanzania: clergy training and church building.



 Noticeboard - take me home, keep me handy, stick me to the fridge!

Later today: Our Children's Christmas Service at 5pm – a fun telling of the Christmas 
Story, with a guest appearance by Bobo the donkey – dress up as an animal!

Then at 11pm we sing carols in the Interim Cathedral as a prelude to Midnight Mass 
of the Nativity at 11.30pm.  On Christmas morning we have Holy Communion at 8am 
and a Family Festival Eucharist at 10am.

Missing home, family or friends this Christmas? You are warmly invited to the free 
Community Christmas Lunch at St Joseph's Parish Hall on Devon St West this 
Christmas Day – 11.30am – 2.30pm

Stop-In closed on Wednesday December 20th and reopens on Wednesday January 
3rd. January hours are 11am-2pm, with normal hours resuming on Monday Jan 29th. A 
BIG thank-you for all your contributions, custom and support over the past year – 
Anne and the team.

The Cathedral Office is closed until Monday January 8th. During this time, duty 
ministers will variously be: Dean Peter: ph 021 654 445, Ailsa Claridge: ph 021 758 
247, Bill Marsh: ph 027 306 4567, and Mele Prescott: ph 021 0284 1156 . The Hatherly
Hall will be open for visitors on most days, but there will be no access to toilets or 
kitchen.

Coming up in 2018 Mark your diaries now!
Ever thought about getting confirmed? This is
when the Bishop comes, lays he hands on
your head and confirms in you the faith that is
deepening and growing in you. Bishop Philip
will be with us on Easter Sunday and this is the
date traditionally in the church  that the faithful
have confirmed their commitment to Christ.

Dean Peter is offering a 6 week series during Lent for any
adults who would like to consider being confirmed in their faith
as Anglican Christians, or simply want to brush up on what we
Anglicans are all about and what are the core beliefs of our
Church. It will be a relaxed open-ended group meeting on
Tuesdays from 20th February to 27th March from 7-9pm in the
Upper Room Chapel. If you want to sign up or know more
email Peter on peter@taranakicathedral.org.nz or call him on
021 654 445 after 17th January.

• 27-29 January Visit of pilgrims from St Andrew's Anglican Church Epsom in Auckland 
• 28 January 10am Candlemass And Christingle Service 
• 4 February Waitangi Day Weekend, special service at 10am 
• 14 Febrary Ash Wednesday -joint service with the Roman Catholics at 7pm at St Joseph's
• 18 February Chapter and Vestry extended planning day 
• 24/25 February Parish Camp
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