
At 10am our service begins with this hymn
1. Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near;
joining in glad adoration.

2. Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth,
shieldeth thee gently from harm, or when fainting sustaineth:
hast thou not seen how thy heart’s wishes ever have been
granted in what he ordaineth?

3. Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee;
surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend thee:
ponder anew what the Almighty can do,
if to the end he befriend thee.

4. Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him.
Let the “Amen” sound from his people again: gladly for ay we adore him.

The lighting of the third Advent candle – the Candle of Joy

Priest The first Advent candle represents our call to hope.
The second Advent candle represents our call to peace.  
Today we light the third Advent candle, which represents our call 
to joy.
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Nau mai; haere mai; welcome to Taranaki CathedralNau mai; haere mai; welcome to Taranaki Cathedral  

“Hey, young people here today - welcome - especially any visiting our interim cathedral!
We have great groups for you to be a part of. 

Please come and meet us by the sound desk this morning ... Cath, family worker :-)

Welcome on 17th

December 2017, 
3rd Sunday of Advent
Te Ratapu Tuatoru o 

te Haerenga Mai

Who are the prophets?
They are a royal people, who penetrate
mystery and see with the Spirit's eyes
In the illuminating darkness they 
speak out.They are living, penetrating
clarity. They are a blossom, blooming 
only on the shoot that is rooted in the 
flood of light. [Hildergard of Bingen]



This candle is a symbol of God’s love, revealed in the baby Jesus.
It is a symbol of God’s love, which is alive in each of us today.

All O God of Joy, you are at work amongst your people.
Help us to be people of joy, working with you. May Christ, the 
light of the world, enable us to bring joy to the world.
Give me joy in my heart keep me singing
Give me joy in my heart I pray
Give me joy in my heart keep me singing
Keep me joyful to the break of day
Sing Hosanna, sing Hosanna, sing Hosanna top the King of Kings
Sing Hosanna, sing Hosanna, sing Hosanna to the King.

Priest I runga i te Ingoa o te Atua, te Matua, te Tama me te Wairua 
Tapu. Amine. (In the name of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.)

The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off 
the works of darkness and let us put on the armour of light.

[Romans 13.12]

Liturgist Grace to you and peace from God our Creator, the love at our 
beginning and without end, in our midst and with us. 

All God is with us, here we find new life. 
Liturgist Let us give thanks for the coming of God's reign of justice and love. 
All Jesus Christ is good news for the poor, release for the 

captives, recovery of sight for the blind and liberty for those 
who are oppressed. 

The Confession and Absolution / Te Hohou-i-te-rongo Please sit / E noho

Liturgist Happy are those whose sins are forgiven, whose wrongs are 
pardoned. I will confess my sins to the Lord, I will not conceal my 
wrongdoings.  [Silence ]
God forgives and heals us. 

All We need your healing, merciful God: give us true repentance. 
Some sins are plain to us; some escape us, some we cannot 
face. Forgive us; set us free to hear your word to us; set us 
free to serve you. 

Priest God forgives you. Forgive others; forgive yourself. [Silence] 
Through Christ, God has put away your sin: approach your God in 
peace.  Amen. 

A member of the Community of the Cross of Nails Page 2



The Gloria is not sung during Advent as it is a time of reflection and penitence.

Liturgist Kia mau te rongo o te Karaiti ki o tatou ngakau. 
The peace of Christ rule in our hearts.

All The word of Christ dwell in us richly.

The Collect – Gathering Prayer – is said together / Hei konei te inoi o te rä

All Loving God, you show us the joy of life, we rejoice in this 
season of Advent. In the watching and waiting prepare us to 
receive the gift of your Son, who is alive and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

Please be seated for the Readings / Nga Karaipiture – E noho

Reader A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah (Chapter 61:1-4,8-11)

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has 
sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the broken-hearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year 
of the Lord’s favour, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who 
mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to give them a garland instead 
of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a
faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to 
display his glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the 
former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many 
generations. 

For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give 
them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring among 
the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the
Lord has blessed. I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in 
my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me
with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and
as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.

All Thanks be to God.
Reader A Reading from the first Letter of the Apostle Paul to the Thessalonians

(Chapter 5:16-24)

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
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the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise 
the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from
every form of evil. May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may 
your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

All Thanks be to God.
At 10am we sing the Gradual Hymn in preparation for the Gospel
1. Beauty for brokenness, hope for despair,
Lord, in your suffering this is our prayer.
Bread for the children, justice, joy, peace,
sunrise to sunset, your kingdom increase.

God of the poor, friend of the weak, give us compassion, we pray,
melt our cold hearts, let tears fall like rain.
Come, change our love from a spark to a flame.

2. Rest for the ravaged earth, oceans and streams,
plundered and poisoned, our future, our dreams.
Lord, end our madness, carelessness, greed;
make us content with the things that we need.

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel and the Cross... / Ka tū te katoa
Reader Hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St John 

(chapter 1:6-8,19-28)

All (Sung at the 10am Service)  Praise and Glory to God. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the 
light, but he came to testify to the light. 

 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ He confessed and did not deny it, but 
confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you 
Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ Then they 
said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?’ He said, ‘I am the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness, “Make straight the way of the Lord”’, as the prophet Isaiah said.

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, ‘Why then are you 
baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ John 
answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not 
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know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 
sandal.’ This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

This is the Gospel of Christ.
All (Sung at the 10am Service) Praise to Christ the Word.

And now the sermon/te Kauwhau The preacher today is Rob Baigent-Ritchie.

Please stand for the Affirmation of Faith / Te Whakapono – E tū

Leader Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.
All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

A Time of Prayer / Nga Inoi a te Iwi 

Liturgist Let us pray for the church and the world, giving thanks for God's 
goodness…

Please sit / e noho

Our intercessions end with The Lord's Prayer/Te Inoi a te Ariki (Sung at 10am)

Priest Kua akona nei tatou e to tatou Ariki, ka waiata tatou

All E tō mātou Matua i te rangi, kia tapu tōu Ingoa. Kia tae mai tōu 
rangatiratanga. Kia meatia tāu e pai ai, ki runga ki te whenua, 
kia rite anō ki tō te rangi. Hōmai ki a mātou āianei he taro mā 
mātou mō tēnei rā. Murua ō mātou hara, me mātou hoki e muru
nei, i ō te hunga e hara ana ki a mātou. Aua hoki mātou e kawea
kia whakawaia. Engari whakaorangia mātou i te kino: nōu hoki 
te rangatiratanga, te kaha, me te korōria, Āke āke āke. Āmine.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.
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Please stand for the Ministry of the Sacrament /Te Minitatanga o te Hakarameta

Priest Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his 
government and of peace there shall be no end. Kia tau tonu te 
rangimarie o te Atua ki a koutou. The peace of God be always with
you.

All And also with you.

Deacon Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

During the offertory hymn, a collection is taken up for our mission and ministry as
the cathedral.   Thank you for your gift.

At 8am we sing “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” on page 1

1. Long ago, prophets knew, Christ would come, born a Jew,
come to make all things new; bear his people's burden,
freely love and pardon.

Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!
When he comes, when he comes, who will make him welcome?

2. God in time, God in man, this is God's timeless plan:
He will come, as a man, born himself of woman,
God divinely human.

3. Mary hail! Though afraid, she believed, she obeyed.
In her womb, God is laid: till the time expected,
nurtured and protected,

4. Journey ends! Where afar, Bethlem shines, like a star,
stable door stands ajar. Unborn Son of Mary,
Saviour, do not tarry!

Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!
Jesus comes! Jesus comes! We will make him welcome!

The Preparation of the Gifts / Te Whakatikatika I Te Ohaoha 

Priest God of all creation, you bring forth bread from the earth and fruit 
from the vine. By your Holy Spirit this bread and wine will be for 
us the body and blood of Christ.

All All you have made is good. Your love endures for ever.

The Great Thanksgiving / Te Whakawhetai Nui

The Spirit of God be with you. And also with you.
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Lift your hearts to heaven where Christ in glory reigns.
Let us give thanks to God. It is right to offer thanks and praise. 
Priest It is the joy of our salvation, God of the universe,  to give you thanks 

through Jesus Christ. You said, ‘Let there be light’;  there was light.  
Your light shines on in our darkness. For you the earth has brought 
forth life in all its forms. You have created us to hear your Word, to do 
your will and to be fulfilled in your love. It is right to thank you. You 
sent your Son to be for us the way we need to follow and the truth we 
need to know. You sent your Son to give his life to release us from our 
sin. His cross has taken our guilt away. You send your Holy Spirit to 
strengthen and to guide, to warn and to revive your Church. And now 
we give you thanks because you sent him to redeem us from sin and 
death and to make us inheritors of everlasting life; that when he shall 
come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may 
with joy behold his appearing, and in confidence may stand before 
him. Therefore, with all your witnesses who surround us on every side,
countless as heaven’s stars, we praise you for our creation and our 
calling, with loving and with joyful hearts:

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and 
earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Priest Blessed are you, most holy, in your Son, who washed his disciples’ feet.
‘I am among you,’ he said, ‘as one who serves.’ On that night before he 
died he took bread and gave you thanks. He broke it, gave it to his 
disciples, and said: Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you; 
do this to remember me. 
After supper, he took the cup, and gave you thanks. He gave it to them
and said: Drink this. It is my blood of the new covenant, shed for you, 
shed for all, to forgive sin; do this to remember me. Therefore with this
bread and wine we recall your goodness to us.

All God of the past and present, we your people remember your 
Son. We thank you for his cross and rising again, we take 
courage from his ascension; we look for his coming in glory 
and in him we give ourselves to you.

Priest Send your Holy Spirit, that we who receive Christ’s body may indeed 
be the body of Christ, and we who share his cup draw strength from 
the one true vine.

All Called to follow Christ, help us to reconcile and unite. Called 
to suffer, give us hope in our calling.
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Priest For you, the heavenly one, make all things new; you are the 
beginning and the end, the last and the first.

All Praise, glory and love be yours, this and every day, from us 
and all people, here and everywhere. Amen.
[silence]

The Breaking of the Bread / Ka Whawhati I te Taro

Priest We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share 

in one bread.

The Agnus Dei. Please sit for this quiet prayer (sung at 10am)

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us your peace.

We are invited to share communion / Te Powhiri

Priest The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance
that Christ Jesus was born, lived, died and rose again for you, and 
feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

God invites everyone to gather around His table. You are invited to come forward 
and receive this Holy Sacrament / Hakari Tapu or a blessing. 

After Communion we pray / Nga Inoi mo Muri I te Hapa. 

All Praise and honour to you living God for John the Baptist, and 
for all those voices crying in the wilderness who prepare your 
way. May we listen when a prophet speaks your word, and 
obey. Amen.

Anglican Ninja Awards will be presented, followed by the Blessing / Te 
Manaakitanga

Priest May the coming of the Son of God bring you the light of his 
holiness, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope and 
untiring in love all the days of your life, and the blessing…

The Recessional Hymn follows the Notices Challenge. 

1. To God be the glory, great things he has done;
so loved he the world that he gave us his son,
who yielded his life an atonement for sin,
and opened the life gate that all may go in.
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Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son,
and give him the glory, great things he has done.

2. O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,
to every believer the promise of God;
the vilest offender who truly believes,
that moment from Jesus a pardon receives.

3. Great things he hath taught us, great things he hath done,
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;
but purer, and higher, and greater will be
our wonder, our rapture, when Jesus we see.

The Dismissal / Te Haerenga Atu Please turn towards the open doors.

Deacon Haere i runga i te rangimarie i runga i te aroha me te ngakau 
hihiko ki te mahi ki te ariki. Go now to love and serve the Lord. 
Go in peace. 

All Amen. We go in the name of Christ.

You are invited to sit and listen to the organ postlude or to leave quietly. 
Applause is not appropriate since it is a part of our worship. 

Morning tea will be served in the Peace Lounge
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For your prayers
Our Province: Missions to Seamen. 
Our Diocese: West Hamilton: Tony Talbott, David Smithson, Helen Spencer (Priest 
Assistant).  Nawton: Joel Rowse. Whangamata: Peter Minson, David Swann.  
Our Community: Family Support Agencies.  
Kuching, Our Partner Diocese: St Francis, Lundu.  
Taranaki Cathedral: Parishioners housebound or in hospital; may God lead us both
in awareness and visiting. 
NZCMS: Jolene; Community Work, Middle East. 
Anglican Missions: Australia: All clergy; Maori Missions; Indigenous 
Programmes.



Diary for the week... with Bible Readings.
Every weekday, you are invited to our brief daily prayer services at 8.30am, noon and 3.45pm

Sunday 17th December
8am Holy Communion ~ 10am Choral Eucharist ~ 11.30am Cathedral Forum 
4pm Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols @ Holy Trinity, Stratford

Monday 18th December  Jer 23:5-8. Ps 72:1-2,12-13,18-end. Matt 1:18-24.
11am Rhapsody Resthome Service 

Tuesday 19th December  Judg 13:2-7,24-end. Ps 71:3-8. Luke 1:5-25.
7am Bishop's Eucharist ~ 7:30am Community Café ~ 7pm OA meeting 

Wednesday 20th December  Isa 7:10-14. Ps 24:1-6. Luke 1:26-38.
9am Gardening Group ~ 10am BCP Eucharist 
7.30pm Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols

Thursday 21st December St Thomas, Apostle Habk 2:1-4. Ps 31:1-6. John 20:24-29.
8:30am Cathedral Staff Meeting   

Friday 22nd December 1 Sam 1:24-end. Ps 113. Luke 1:46-56.
12pm Litany of the Cross of Nails ~ 12pm OA Meeting 

Saturday 23rd December Malachi 3:1-4;4:5-end. Ps 25:3-9. Luke 1:57-66.
8.30am Morning Prayer

Sunday 24th December  2 Sam 7:1-11,16. Rom 16:25-27. Luke 1:26-38.
8am Holy Communion ~ 10am Choral Eucharist ~ 5pm Children's Christmas Service 
11pm Carol Singing ~ 11.30pm Midnight Mass of the Nativity

Monday 25th December Christmas Day Isa 9:2-7. Titus 2:11-14. Luke 2:1-14
8am Holy Communion ~ 10am Festival Family Communion

Advent and Christmas Happenings
Sunday 17th December, 5pm Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols at   

Holy Trinity, Stratford
Wed 20th December, 7.30pm Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 

(preceded by bellringers from 7pm)
Thurs 21st December, 1pm Christmas Organ Recital at St Joseph's
Saturday 23rd December, 2pm Christmas Organ Recital
Sunday 24th December, 8am & 10am 4th Sunday of Advent
Sunday 24th December, 5pm Children's Christmas Eve Service
Sunday 24th December, 11pm Carol Singing
Sunday 24th December, 11.30pm Midnight Mass of the Nativity
Monday 25th December, 8am Holy Communion
Monday 25th December, 10am Festival Family Eucharist
Tuesday 26th December, 10am-3pm Give Something Back
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An Advent reflection by Archbishop Desmond Tutu

The Hope of the Hopeless

The Church of God has to be the salt and light of the
world. We are the hope of the hopeless, through the power
of God. We must transfigure a situation of hate and
suspicion, of brokenness and separation, of fear and
bitterness. We have no option. We are servants of the God
who reigns and cares. He wants us to be the alternative
society; where there is harshness and insensitivity, we
must be compassionate and caring; where people are
statistics, we must show they count as being of immense value to God; where 
there is grasping and selfishness, we must be a sharing community now.

In the early Church people were attracted to it not so much by the preaching, but 
by the fact that they saw Christians as a community, living a new life as if what 
God had done was important, and had made a difference. They saw a 
community of those who, whether poor or rich, male or female, free or slave, 
young or old – all quite unbelievably loved and cared for each other. It was the 
lifestyle of the Christians that was witnessing.

“Light of the World”
ADVENT ART DISPLAY
HOLY TRINITY, Henui St

December 11th-15th and 18th-23rd, 10am-2pm and 5pm-7pm
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Do get in touch... We would love to hear from you…
Office: 06 758 3111 or email admin@taranakicathedral.org.nz
Dean Peter :  021 654 445. Canon Pastor Bill : 027 306 4567
Pastoral Minister Ailsa : 021 758 247 Mele Prescott: 021 0284 1156: 021 0284 1156

If you are interested in getting more involved with our parish, please fill out a yellow card
The Cathedral office closes on Friday 22nd December and will reopen on 
Monday 8th January. During the break the Hatherly Hall will be open on most 
days, but there will be no access to kitchen or toilets. Tuesday and Wednesday 
morning services will continue, with access through the top doors. During our 
closure, duty ministers will variously be one of Dean Peter, Ailsa, Mele or Canon
Bill.



 Noticeboard - take me home, keep me handy, stick me to the fridge!

Lost! Men’s black vest - Khatmandu brand. Left behind recently. If found please 
contact the office. Thank you!

TODAY

The last Cathedral Forum for the year is at 11.30am. Dean Peter and Jenny 
Goddard will bring us all up to date on progress on the design developments. More 
good news is that we have now raised well over $1,000,000!

Faith Crew is having a Christmas function for kids and parents/care-givers from 
12-3pm at Ngamotu Beach. We will be joined by Carrie's Drama Group. And the rest 
of all of us are invited too! Bring lunch, sun-block, hats and togs – or a comfy chair to 
sit and watch the youngsters.

This afternoon Dean Peter and the Choir will be travelling to Stratford to lead a 
service of Nine Lessons and Carols at 5pm. You are welcome too. 

THIS WEEK

A reminder that the final Community Café for the year is Tuesday 19th December, 
reopening on January 23rd.

A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols – Wednesday 20th at 7.30pm in the Interim 
Cathedral, with the Cathedral Hand Bell Ringers performing from 7pm

Christopher Luke's traditional Christmas Organ Recital is at 2pm on Saturday 23rd.

Christmas Eve is, of course, the Fourth Sunday of Advent, and our regular Sunday 
services will happen at 8am and 10am.

Christmas Eve at 5pm – Children's Christmas Service. Please can you make it 
widely known and encourage youngsters to dress up as sheep, cattle, dogs, ducks or 
whatever animal they like [and their mums and dads, gramps and grandmas, care 
givers too???] The Christmas Nativity story in pantomime!

At 11pm on Christmas Eve we have carol singing in the Interim Cathedral as a prelude 
to the Midnight Mass of the Nativity, our last choral service for the year.

CHRISTMAS DAY

8am Holy Communion, 10am Festival Family Communion

Missing home, family or friends this Christmas? You are warmly invited to the free 
Community Christmas Lunch at St Joseph's Parish Hall on Devon St West this 
Christmas Day – 11.30am – 2.30pm

"Give something back" our annual Boxing Day gift giving event. Hatherly Hall 10am-
3pm, December 26th. Make a difference in our community by bringing in your 
"unwanted" gifts or perhaps buying something special to be given to those in need 
over the Christmas season. Going away over Christmas? No worries drop off your gift 
before you leave at the Cathedral Office. As a "Thank You" - everyone who brings in a 
gift on Boxing Day receives a free Chaos Café Coffee. 
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