
 Parish Profile: St Peter’s Church, Katikati 
 
Today St Peter’s in Katikati is a thriving, vibrant parish. However, when Reverend Brendan Gibbs 
and his wife Sally moved to town more than 20 years ago, they found a community who’d become 
increasingly disconnected with the church. Brendan’s unique solution was to make himself 
redundant! 
 
“My goal was to give away all the jobs I enjoy doing. To give people permission to do it themselves 
– and it’s been a huge success. We have a won 
derful, fully involved Parish with a flourishing lay-leadership team. I could get hit by a bus and they 
would continue,” he says. 
 
Reverend Brendan has achieved this turn-around by using his God-given gifts to forge new 
relationships and demonstrate his and the Anglican Church’s commitment to Katikati.  
 
Joining the local Volunteer Fire Brigade when he moved to town gave this self-confessed extrovert 
the opportunity to meet and help people and start building back some of the public trust that had 
been eroded over the years. 
 
“Turning up to emergencies with a collar on certainly got people talking about who this new priest 
in town was,” he laughs.  
 
His natural enthusiasm and genuine drive to connect with people soon made Reverend Brendan a 
well-liked and respected townsperson. In fact, in only a few short years he went from being 
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virtually unknown to being asked to stand for the local Community Board (on which he served for 
12 years before stepping down during the last elections to “give someone else a turn”). 
 
As his relationship with the town and its people grew, their relationship with St Peter’s began to 
flourish. Reverend Brendan humbly gives credit to George Carey —the one-time Archbishop of 
Canterbury whom Brendan had the opportunity to meet and get to know while at St John’s 
Theological College in the 1980s. 
 
Carey’s book ‘The Church In The Marketplace’ is his account of how he went about reviving the 
parish of St Nicholas church in Durham. It inspired Reverend Brendan to do the same on the other 
side of the world in the Bay of Plenty. 
 
“I became a real permission giver,” he explains. “I would say to people ‘if you can see a hole in the 
net, you are the best person to fix it’. The people here have so many extraordinary gifts, they 
simply needed the encouragement and permission to use them within the Parish and wider 
community.” 
 
“I’d say, ‘Give it a go and if it’s not you we can have a talk about it’. Well I never really had too 
many follow-up conversations because, with that little encouragement, people found their place 
and discovered how they could contribute.” 
 
Katikati physiotherapist Maggie Jack is a classic example of Reverend Brendan’s strategy at work. 
She went from referring to him as “That Jesus Guy” to becoming a passionate, active member of 
the Parish and is currently serving as Church Warden and is a licenced lay minister! 
 
With a parish full of energetic disciples of Jesus, St Peter’s has a very strong presence in the local 
community and is involved in a range of outreach and ministry. 
 
The new church Op Shop (which opened about a month before last year’s nationwide lockdown) 
not only contributes around $20,000 to the parish coffers annually but is fast earning a reputation 
near and far as a treasure trove of quality second-hand goods. The volunteers who run the shop 



(split equally between church and local community members) curate the items before they go up 
for sale – meaning you’re more likely to find vintage and retro collectables and designer labels 
than you are tatty bric-a-brac and nasty nylon knock-offs. 
 
For the past 20 years on the 4th Friday of each month, a revolving roster of parish volunteers 
organise St Peter’s well-known luncheon SALT — Singles At Lunch Together. For a gold coin 
donation, single folk (mostly from outside the Parish) enjoy a lovely lunch and, more importantly, 
companionship and connection. 
 
St Peter’s is also heavily involved with the local Marakai Community Garden. Parishioners grow 
seasonal fresh produce for the local Food Bank and sell any surplus at Katikati’s Friday market. In 
times of need St Peter’s has taken a leading pastoral care role in the town.  
 
During the Covid-19 lockdown they coordinated with social agencies to identify and support 
community needs like getting food to the local Marae (which was in a full lock-down). Previously, 
when PSA affected local kiwifruit orchards, growers and workers, St Peter’s stepped in to offer 
practical help and emotional support. After a spate of tragic youth suicides several years ago, they 
developed their Season’s For Growth programme for local schools, supporting student’s mental 
health and actively working to prevent more tragedies (more on this in an upcoming issue). 
 
On top of all of this, St Peter’s is also 
involved with the community van service (a 
combined church initiative) — taking 
people through to Tauranga and Waihi for 
medical treatment. Prior to the 
Government’s Food in Schools 
programme, they provided students at the 
local primary and secondary schools with 
food several days a week.  
 
All of this before we have even had time to 
mention the different faith-based activities, 
groups and services St Peter’s run. It’s a 
good thing the parish and parishioners are 
so vibrant – it’s exhausting just listing the 
multitude of ways St Peter’s Anglican 
Church is making a real difference in 
Katikati. 



Goodbye and God-be-with-you … 
 
Every connection is made bitter-sweet by the knowledge that one day we will need 
to say goodbye. This month we farewell a trio of amazing folk within our Diocese. 
 
 Jan Tarrant 
On the afternoon of Sunday April 11 we said goodbye to Jan Tarrant, former Vicar of St Paul’s, 
Putaruru. The church was packed! After celebrating the Eucharist together, we acknowledged 
Jan’s many years of faithful service. Representatives of the congregation and community spoke 
alongside local church leaders and members of the Order of St John (OSJ). Jan’s commitment to 
the local iwi and tikanga Māori was celebrated by Pa Cruz Karuti-Fox (Waikato Missioner) and the 
Venerable Ngira Simmonds (King Tūheitia’s Chief of Staff). Messages were sent by archdeacons, 
clergy colleagues, bishops (current and former) and a host of others — all of whom are deeply 
appreciative of Jan’s significant commitment to rural ministry.  
 
Over the more than ten years that Jan has served in the co-operating Parish, she has helped 
launch Messy Church, acted as an OSJ Chaplain, developed the relationship with Ballymena 
House, and represented both parish and diocese in the co-operating venture space. She will be 
sorely missed. As she returns to Waiapu Diocese, we pray that she will go with our love and 
gratitude. God bless you Jan. 
 
 
Mary and Peter Maxwell 
Mary and Peter Maxwell have been central to the 
congregation of St Matthew’s Morrinsville for more 
than ten years. Throughout that time they have 
made enormous contributions across the town and 
diocese inside and outside church ministry. Peter 
has acted as District Governor for Rotary and 
engaged in a range of strategic activities across the 
parish and diocese. At the same time, the Reverend 
Mary Maxwell has been an outstanding deacon and 
was a winner of the 2019 Volunteering Waikato 
Excellence Award.  
 
Tributes poured in at their final service in St 
Matthew’s where their ministry was celebrated. Their 
final act was to gift the Parish a beautiful street 
sign—"Beloved, Be Loved, Be love” —a most 
appropriate legacy.  
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