
 Feeding Our Need For Connection & Community 
by Blythe Cody 

 
The Hamilton Community Christmas lunch is not so much about providing a meal for hungry people on 
Christmas day as it is about creating a day of community. The Christmas lunch is not advertised as a meal 
for those who are financially in need (although it certainly may be that), it is a meal for anyone who would 
otherwise be spending Christmas day alone. For several years this lunch has provided a place for people to 
gather, sit at a table together, eat a chef-prepared meal, sing carols, receive a gift and leave feeling like 
they have spent their Christmas day with friends.  
 
For me, I know that my first instinct is to see something like the Christmas lunch as a ministry opportunity. 
As it draws closer, however, I am reminded of Jesus’ words about hospitality and that in the upside-down 
order of God’s kingdom, Jesus is found in the one who is offered hospitality, and wherever we gather with 
Jesus he is always the host who offers us hospitality. This lunch is an opportunity for us to offer hospitality 
and paradoxically receive it. We may just find that we are the ones who have the good news of the kingdom 
of God preached to us. 
 
If you are interested in joining us on this day there are several ways you can offer your time and resources. 
Perhaps one or more of the following is something that stirs your heart: 
 

1. We would like every person who comes to the lunch to receive a Christmas gift.  In order to do this 
we are collecting quality items that would be suitable as a re-gift (something you were given that 
isn’t quite “you”, unopened cosmetics, jewellery, men’s self-care items, reusable coffee cups, small 
electronics, notebooks, recent magazines, etc.). 

2. We will be setting up our dining halls on the afternoon of the 23rd of December and will need help to 
collect tables and chairs and to set up and decorate for the lunch. 

3. We will be prepping food for the lunch on the 24th from 10am. 
4. We are in need of donations of ingredients for our lunch menu.  

 
If you are interested in volunteering or donating in any way, please contact Blythe at 021 065 8963 or 
blythe@stpeter.org.nz  
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