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They say the only thing constant is change and that might certainly seem true for the parishioners of St Mary’s church 
in New Plymouth who have spent the last decade in a state of flux – with more change looming on the horizon. 
 
Co-leader, Dean Jacqui Patterson, believes one of her key roles is empowering the parish to “value now”. 
 
“Our relationship with God and with each other and our wider community is alive and happening right now – 
regardless of whether we gather together in a grand cathedral or a modest hall. Of course we want to work towards 
the future – but we mustn’t become so focused on what will be that we forget to embrace what is,” Dean Jacqui says. 
 
St Mary’s was established by Bishop Selwyn back in 1845 (it opened in 1846 and will next year celebrate its 175th 
Anniversary – watch this space for lots of celebratory events says Dean Jacqui). At the time Bishop Selwyn intended 
St Mary’s to become a Cathedral but there was a lengthy delay of  more than 160 years before that became a reality 
in 2010!  
 
Having two Cathedrals within a diocese 
(St Peter’s in Hamilton is the seat of the 
Waikato bishopric and St Mary’s in New 
Plymouth, of the Taranaki bishopric ) is 
a first within the Anglican church 
worldwide. The people and clergy of St 
Mary’s – assisted by Bishop Philip – 
navigated the transition and new status 
together without an established play-
book to follow. 
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In 2015 came the sad news, that the church was earthquake prone and would need to shut until strengthening work 
costing upwards of 10 million dollars could be completed. Only months later, just as the Cathedral was closing its 
doors, the parish’s much loved Dean Jamie Allen announced his resignation. Peter Beck stepped into the Dean’s role 
but retired two years later and Trevor Harrison took charge of the parish and became acting Dean until co-leaders  the 
Venerable Jacqui Paterson  and Jay Ruka were commissioned earlier this year (having Cathedral co-leaders is 
another first for the Anglican Church of NZ). 
 
“When I arrived at St Mary’s I realised there was a great sense of, understandable, sadness and weariness 
throughout the Parish. But hand-in-hand with that there is also great resilience of character and depth of faith,” Dean 
Jacqui says. 
 
One of the things Dean Jacqui did once Covid restrictions were lifted was make changes so that Peace Hall, which is 
being used as an “interim cathedral”, could become a dedicated sacred space. 
 
“It’s about valuing now. For the time being, this is where we gather to worship and I wanted to make it special,” she 
says. 
 
Dean Jacqui juggled things so that the groups who had been hiring the space could meet in the adjacent Peace 
Lounge or Hatherly Hall. Director of Music Christopher Luke led a project to paint the Halls window’s with coloured 
paint to provide the ambience of stained glass and is actively working on improving acoustics to make the space seem 
more like a church and less like a hall. 
 
Dean Jacqui also writes a weekly newsletter to parishioners. 
 
“It started as a way to introduce myself over Covid and start building a relationship with parishioners I wasn’t able to 
meet face-to-face. People liked it so much we have continued it. Parishioners have even volunteered to produce 
content for new sections which I take as a lovely endorsement,” Dean Jacqui says. 
 
“I am so inspired by this parish and its people – their faith and love is wonderful to be around. I have also noticed a 
real change in the time I have been here. People really are valuing now, not putting their faith on hold until some 
magical day in the future. In fact I was delighted a couple of weeks ago when I announced we’d gotten some more 
funding and were a step closer to being able to earthquake strengthen the church. A parishioner said they thought it 
would feel a bit strange being back in the Cathedral. What a wonderful sign that they were valuing what they have 
now!” 
 

 

Peace Hall, St Mary’s 
current dedicated 
sacred space during 
their recent Pet 
Service 


