
 

 Honouring A Dreadful Sacrifice 
An ANZAC Day Reflection by Monty Black 

 

My earliest memory of ANZAC Day includes waiting on the footpath in Stratford mid-morning bitterly cold 
with my two brothers and my mother. My dad was a regular soldier, and veteran of WWII, and was 
responsible for the parade unfolding before me. Interestingly he never attended any ANZAC parades or 
services once he left the army, unimpressed by the behaviour of his former comrades as they 
commemorated their past “glories” and desperately tried to rekindle the camaraderie of their war years. He 
sought a quiet time alone with his family to remember his dead comrades.  
 
My next encounter with ANZAC Day commemorations was at my boys-only secondary school. It was the 
most formal assembly of the year. The hall we met in was dedicated to those who had died during the 
Great War, with the names of the old boys who had been killed during that conflict etched in black on white 
marble all around the walls, there were dozens of them. For the service the masters wore academic gowns, 
hoods and medals. We sang 
hymns had readings from the Bible 
including “Let us now praise 
famous men and our fathers that 
begat us.” The “highlight” was a 
speech delivered by a returned 
soldier and a boy played the last 
post on a cornet. I come from a 
long line of military men who fought 
and were wounded and died in 
battles in Europe, India, South 
Africa, the Middle East and the 
Pacific.  
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What was I a school boy, a nascent Christian, living in Aotearoa New Zealand to make of all this? What did 
Jesus advocate? “Love your enemies, do good to those who persecute you, if you are struck on one cheek 
turn the other, if you’re commanded to carry a soldier’s pack one mile, carry it two miles.” How to reconcile 
the life and ministry of Jesus to the greatest secular religious festival of our islands? 
 
I made a point of reading about the history of the campaigns my forbears were involved in, I wanted to 
understand how they came to be involved. And soon I became aware of the geo-political background and 
influences on why and how the battles were fought, the miscalculations, misunderstandings, 
miscommunications that had led to both victory and defeat. I learned about seemingly unimaginative and 
callous generals, of the bravery, courage and fortitude of individual units who fought under appalling 
conditions, mud, cold, heat, smell, sounds that seemed to me more like a description of hell itself. And, of 
course of both paralyzing fear and adrenalin rushes of courage. 
 
I have visited the Gallipoli battlefields, waited on the beach there for the Dawn Service in the midst of 
thousands of Australian and New Zealand Tourists. I have stood speechless and wet-eyed at the white 
headstones of row upon row of graves of such very young men from Aotearoa New Zealand. I have stood 
at Chunuk Bair, buzzed by the Turkish Airforce, had the hairs on the back of my neck raised by a ferocious 
haka on that spot. But why had our ancestors ever been there, what were they fighting for? How to make 
sense of their deaths? Of course, it was a different time, attitudes and expectations were shaped in very 
different circumstances. For young men opportunities to travel overseas were negligible and who doesn’t 
like a challenge. 
 
For many of my father’s generation and earlier generations the experience of war was the highlight of their 
lives, everything thereafter was a let-down, and that is dreadfully sad, is that the best vision we can give the 
idealistic young. I began my ministry at a time when former soldiers of WWI were dying and I had to 
officiate at their funerals. My own experience was aeons away from them. I felt for a long time disquieted at 
the expectation that I would play a leading role at ANZAC Day commemorations especially in my rural 
parishes where each community had a war memorial and/or honours boards in the local hall or church. 
Thank God I have never experienced a battlefield, but how could I speak to those who had?  
 
I knew a little of the 
aftereffects of combat on 
members of my 
immediate family. My 
maternal grandfather 
was an “Old 
Contemptible” (one of 
the first British soldiers 
sent into action in 1914 
in Belgium). Somehow 
he survived physically 
but was marked forever 
by his experiences. He 
was a difficult man to be 



around.  How did this fit alongside the tales of heroism, daring deeds and camaraderie with which we were 
regaled at school. Much later a G.P. I knew well, told me of the horror stories he heard from women in his 
practice who suffered physical abuse from men who didn’t know any other way to express themselves, 
others who woke at night shouting, reliving the terrors, so vividly brought to the surface from past decades. 
In later years I have listened to servicemen coming to the end of their years now needing to unburden 
themselves of the things they had done during combat. Incidents which at the time were considered 
praiseworthy by their contemporaries, but which now they themselves saw as taking the life of another 
because they wore a different uniform, and for which now they were/are deeply sorry. 
 
I know there are times when we must fight wars to protect others, our homeland and our loved ones. But 
only as a last resort, after every possible avenue of diplomacy has been tried. War is never a glorious 
outcome; the young should not ever be taught that the greatest fulfilment can only be achieved on the field 
of combat. Those who have died to safeguard our way of life should be honoured on ANZAC Day, their 
endless lines of gravestones a solemn reminder of the dreadful price paid because we could not find 
another way to settle our differences. 
 
Sending young men and women to war, to fight in the name of their country, is an awful responsibility for 
anyone. One that must be taken only as a very last resort. Today we honour those who answered the call 
to serve their nation in a time of crisis. Some were killed and are buried in foreign lands, some still live with 
the aftermath of their experiences. We honour their sacrifices and pledge ourselves to ensure that such 
decisions are not made lightly in the future. 
 
Monty is a retired Archdeacon Emeritus in the Wellington Diocese who continues to offer priestly service to 
the Parish of Plimmerton (particularly St Alban’s Pauatahanui).  He has exercised ministry in parishes 
across the lower North Island. 

 



The Strengthening of St Peter’s in Raglan 
 

So often God’s plan is much more easily seen with the benefit of hindsight. That was certainly the case for 
Raglan’s Church of St Peter. 2020 Got off to a bumpy start for St Peter’s (even by Covid-times standards!) 
but in less than a year Reverend Kathleen Gavin says, not only are they back on track, but more energised 
and galvanised than they have been for some time. 
 
St Peter’s doesn’t have any paid clergy or lay people involved and is entirely run by volunteers. At the start 
of 2020 they were ready to embark on the process of implementing a new visioning and mission action plan 
following on from the parish life survey conducted in 2019.  
 
Then in late-February one of two ordained priests in the parish unexpectedly announced their impending 
departure at Sunday service and was gone within a week.  
 
Only days after the departure, on March 6th, news was received that the 1925-built church was only 10 
percent Earthquake Risk compliant. The news that the church must be closed until earthquake 
strengthening work was completed was shared with the congregation at the following Sunday service.  
 
Over the week that followed a team of parishioners moved essential items (including the keyboard) to the 
church hall in time for Sunday service. The next week the government announced that people over 70 
years old should stay home. The congregation joined together for one more service in the hall (minus the 
oldest parishioners) then, along with the rest of the country, they entered Level 4 Lockdown. In a little over 
two months everything had changed. 
 
“I remember thinking, ‘Who is going to hold things together?’” says Reverend Kathleen. Then she did what 
countless Anglicans, both ordained and lay people, have done before her — she got on with getting things 



done: organising the preaching team to write short reflections for email circulation each Sunday and 
encouraging parishioners to reach out to each other and the wider community via emails, phone calls and 
letter box drops.  
 
During the lockdown period reports were received from RAC Specialist Structural Consulting outlining a 
range of strengthening design elements required to bring St Peter’s up to code. The Parish building team, 
led by Gus Kendall, received quotes for specialist carbon fibre application work to strengthen the southern 
gable end wall and the scaffolding required. 
 
Once lockdown was lifted the mahi began with a working bee to remove plaster from the walls in 
preparation for the carbon fibre application work. Throughout the year regular working bees continued, not 
only getting the work done building a great relationships. 
 
Reverend Kathleen reflected, “People really pulled together to fix the church. It was wonderful, but it made 
me think. So one Sunday I threw out a challenge to them asking; ‘Are we as serious about building our 
spiritual lives as we are about building the physical church?’” 
 
As Covid restrictions eased and the congregation started to meet together each Sunday in the hall it was 
noticeable how people were choosing to look for the positives in their situation. Parishioners pointed out 
that, being in the hall rather than the church meant everyone was able to attend Sunday service together 



(because they could meet physical distancing requirements).  Other’s mentioned that they were enjoying 
the less formal atmosphere created by their temporary home. 
 
“For me lockdown was a real gift,” says Kathleen. “It gave me the opportunity to organically redefine my 
role within the parish and step up to be the leader we needed. I was so moved when one of the 
parishioners came up to me and said ‘You’re holding us together spiritually’,” Reverend Kathleen says with 
characteristic humility. 
 
United spiritually, the parish – and in fact the wider Raglan community - pulled together to reopen the 
church. Local firm Raglan Engineering gave the church the expensive stainless steel brackets and 
reinforcing steel needed at cost.  
 
Parishioners and others donated generously including to a Give A Little page. One of the other churches in 
Raglan also gave a gift towards the work and one of the parishioners held an open day in her garden with 
afternoon tea and a display of quilts. 
 
A term deposit which matured at just the right time and a grant from the Waikato District Council Heritage 
Building Fund provided about 50 percent of the cost of the project with the rest being fundraised.  
 
The team of volunteer workers kept the costs down. Apart from the carbon fibre strengthening work itself, 
and some plastering to cover it up, the rest of the work was done by parishioners. The team even found 
time to completely repaint and re-stain the inside of the building – and clean the carpet! 
 
Along the way were many special moments.  St Peter’s had a parishioner who had been in charge of 
ringing the church bell for the past 30 years but had fallen ill with cancer and was deteriorating.  
 
When the bell was taken down to be cleaned and repaired as part of the work, another parishioner attached 
it to the front of a tractor and drove down to Betty’s place. She came out and they held a special bell ringing 
service – which was to be her last (although by the time she passed away in November the bell had been 
reinstated and was rung as her funeral was held in the hall).  
 
In February 2021, less than a year after it closed. The Church 
of St Peter reopened. 
 
“It was a hard time but in retrospect, the hardships of 2020 
galvanised us a parish. The wider community saw our hard 
work and I feel we really gained their respect as well,” says 
Reverend Kathleen. 
 
The “new” church will celebrate its centenary in 2025 (the 
parish was originally established in 1877 in a wooden cottage). 
Thanks to the hard work and dedication of its team of 
volunteers, St Peter’s the building and St Peter’s the church will 
be physically and spiritually healthy and strong to meet the 
challenges of the next 100 years. 



 
In the second part of our ongoing series about the Deaconate, Blythe Cody and Kim Wright 
share their faith journey with us and tell us more about themselves and what being a 
Deacon in the Anglican Church means to them. 
 
Blythe Cody – Waikato Cathedral Parish of St Peter 
A deacon commits to “…so live the gospel that [he or she] challenge[s] us with the demands of love”. That 

one word, gospel, contains the story that sets the world right and gives each person the full life they were 

created for. The good news of the gospel is the kingdom of God, now accessible to us through Jesus 

Christ, and full access to everything therein. To live the gospel, then, is to live with our will in alignment with 

the will of God. Our lives become the prayer for God’s kingdom to come, his will to be done. This is the 

demand of love. We no longer live for our own will, but for the will of God’s kingdom of the heavens. The 

challenge comes less in words and more by action, although the words will follow the actions as an 

encouragement to come and see the kingdom work that God is doing. We demonstrate that we believe 

something not by saying we believe it or telling others we believe it, but by acting as if it were true. A role of 

a deacon is to actively live like God’s kingdom of restoration and redemption has indeed arrived for all. 

 

My name is Blythe Cody and I am currently serving as a transitional deacon at St Peter’s Cathedral in 

Hamilton. I am also a recipient of the St. John’s apostolic internship scholarship; this translates to about 

fifteen hours each week at the cathedral and a full-time study schedule, working toward my bachelor of 

theology through Otago University. My role at St Peter’s is mainly outside the church, building relationships 

with community groups and getting to know the resources that Hamilton has available to those in need. 

While my work during the week is mainly outside the 

cathedral, the Sunday morning worship services are 

something that I feel a great privilege in being able to 

participate and serve in.  

 

I grew up in the United States but have spent a 

majority of the last twenty years living in New 

Zealand. My journey toward ordination began when I 

was a precocious four-year-old who firmly believed 

God had told she was meant to be a pastor. More 

than thirty years later the timing was finally right and 

I began my journey toward ordination while 

worshipping at St. Andrew’s in Cambridge.  

 



Kim Wright – The Workshop & Holy Trinity Churches, Fitzroy 
 
Kim Wright — Reluctant Reverend, Beloved child of 

God, Passionate follower of Christ and Blessed 

companion of the Spirit. I am based in Ngāmotu where 

I enjoy life with my husband Jason and four children 

Paige, Maz, Luka and Ben. I am studying the Bachelor 

of Applied Theology fulltime through Carey Baptist 

College. I undertake ministry at The Workshop Church, 

Mosaic Youth Group, Holy Trinity Fitzroy and enjoy 

evangelising at the school gates, the supermarket, 

beach, and wherever else God places me between 

Sundays. 

 

I find it exciting to be a part of the Diaconate and to be 

able to fulfil a role in the church that stems from the 

early Christian church. In Acts 6: 1-7, seven disciples 

were chosen to distribute food to the widows (and 

others who struggled to self-support) so that the Apostles could continue to teach the Gospel of Christ far 

and wide. At that time, disciples were growing in number and it was logical to have dedicated diakoneō or 

‘servers’ to ensure all the needs of the young church were being met. These dedicated servers were 

chosen on the basis of ‘good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom’ (v3) and allowed the word of God to 

continually increase, and the number of disciples to multiply greatly (v7).  

 

For me, serving is an expression of love. It is a 

way in which we outwardly display the loving 

nature of God and fulfil Christs commandment 

to us, his disciples: that we love one another, 

just as he loves us (John 13:34). 

Whether we received the laying on of hands as 

the first Deacon’s did in Acts 6:6 or not, God 

calls all of us to service. Whatever that looks 

like in our respective contexts, God places us 

in situations where God’s love and hope is 

needed. As leaders in the church, I believe 

Deacons play an essential role in reminding the 

church community that we are all called to 

serve as we proclaim the Good News and 

praise the most humble servant of them all, 

Jesus Christ.  



 

The Story Of Tarore 
 

“The blood of this child became the seed of the Church.” 

 

Bishop David Moxon says the story of Tarore of Waharoa is one of 
the most unique and powerful he’s heard and "amongst the taonga of 
the Church in Aotearoa”. It a real life story, set in our own backyard 
about the power of God’s Gospel message of forgiveness and 
reconciliation. 
 
Tarore was the daughter of Wiremu Ngākuku, a  Rangatira of Ngāti 
Hauā.  Tarore attended a mission school (opened at Matamata by 
A.N. Brown and his wife Charlotte in April 1835 ) and learned to read. 
In 1836 she was given a copy of the Gospel of Ruka (Luke) published 
earlier that year. As a 10 year old she would recite from memory 
portions of the Gospel to crowds of 200–300 of her people. 
 
Troubles in the area persuaded the Browns to close the station and 
evacuate the school to Tauranga in October 1836. She took her 
Gospel of Luke in a small kete she wore around her neck.  
 
Ngākuku and the CMS missionary John Flatt led a party of children 
over the Kaimai Range. The journey took them to the Wairere Falls 
where they made camp for the night of 18 October. The camp fire 
attracted a Ngāti Whakaue  raiding party from Rotorua, led by Paora 
Te Uita.  
 
Tarore was killed, still on her sleeping mat. She was twelve years old. 
Her death immediately created a desire for utu, but at her funeral the 
next day at Matamata, her father Ngakuku preached against revenge, 
saying there had been too much bloodshed already and that the 
people should trust in the justice of God. 
 
Uita returned with the raiding party to Rotorua with Tarore’s Gospel of 
Ruka but he was unable to read. He asked a visiting slave, mission 
school educated Ripahau of Ngāti Raukawa, to explain the book to 
him. This led him to Christianity and to ask for forgiveness from 
Ngākuku, leading to their reconciliation.  
 



Later, Ripahau left Uita’s pa and returned to Otaki, coming 
into contact with Tamihana Te Rauparaha from Kapiti Island, 
the son of Wiremu Te Rauparaha, the great Ngati Toa chief.  
 
Ripahau again was invited to read from the Scripture to 
Tamihana and his cousin Matene Te Whiwhi to teach them 
to read. Ripahau had only a few pages at his disposal so a 
messenger was sent back to Rotorua for more books.  
 
The book that was returned to them, now somewhat worn, 
was the Gospel that Tarore had used, still with Ngakuku’s 

name on it. In time Tamihana and Matene became Christians, and Ripahau himself was converted. It is 
said that Tamihana and Matene took Tarore’s book with them when they travelled to the South Island, 
preaching the gospel of peace and reconciliation. 
 

An Easter Pilgrimage 

 
In Late March, Bishop David & St Paul’s Messy Church embarked on a hikoi of pilgrimage. Sally 

Burnett shares with us some moments form that special day. 
 
We gathered at church in Putaruru for morning tea and last-minute form-signing. We were introduced to 
Bishop David and he led us in a karakia before setting off to explore and discover some special sites of 
historical and spiritual significance near Putaruru at nearby Matamata. 
 
Our little band of pilgrims of around 25 was a real cross section of people that very closely represented the 
people involved in the events of 1836 which impressed Bishop David very much.  
 
We had mums (even a heavily pregnant Mum), children, dads, grandads, grandmas — our eldest was in 
her 90s! Friends of Messy Church came from Hamilton, and also our local Mental Health Home.  
We had lovely autumn weather and set off in the big bus and private cars. Bishop David stood up and 
spoke  ‘very loudly’ (as good guides do on buses) telling us about the meanings of the names of local 
places like Tirau, Piako, Wairere, Matamata, Tauranga and the Kaimai.  
 
We arrived at the Wairere Falls and off we 
went scrambling over the boulders and into the 
bush. It was really meaningful and enjoyable, 
to actually walk on this ancient Maori track and 
retrace the steps of young 12 year old girl, 
Tarore, and her father, Ngakuku. It felt almost 
sacred.  
 
We gathered at the rocky, bushy spot near the 
flowing river and Bishop David retold how the 
Ngati Haua groups had camped here after 
leaving their home at Matamata Pa & the 
Brown’s Mission station to take the children to 



Tauranga to keep them safe. Bishop David read us Scripture, prayed 
and sang to us on the site where Tarore was killed.  
 
The children sat on the rocks and the adults stood on the bridge at that 
place while track walkers passed by and heard it all too. It was an 
amazing atmosphere.  
 
After lunch we visited the site of the mission school of the Browns and 
gathered around a large rock memorial with a plaque on it – we prayed 
there too after hearing about the school and the Browns.  
 
Next we travelled by bus, then walked across farmland to Tarore’s 
gravesite – a little grave with a white picket fence around it. We 
gathered around and the children read out the inscriptions, then Bishop 

David spoke some more — we listened, sang and were lead in prayer by Bishop David. 
 
Then off we went to visit All Saints’ Anglican church in 
Matamata to look at the stained glass windows of Tarore & 
Wiremu Tamihana. These were beautiful and so full of 
imagery. This was another special part of the hikoi. The 
children shuffled around the pews to see the windows and 
oohed and aahed. Bishop David explained the images and 
what they meant. He drew out his pounamu mere from his 
kete and spoke about forgiveness. We each held the mere 
and let it touch our faces. 
 
We then had some special time at the alter being blessed with holy oil and reflecting on our 
mamae/struggles, and who in our lives deserved forgiveness – wonderful sacred time with our pilgrims.  
 
What a day of surprise, discovery, connection, kai, korero, hearing about the Gospel and those gone before 
us. 
 



 

Diocensan Resources For YOU!  
www.wtanglican.nz/ideas/ 

 
When was the last time you visited our Diocesan Ideas and Resources Page? It’s an A-Z (well, okay, an A-
W) of free, tested and endorsed resources put together by talented folk throughout the Anglican Church. 
 
As well as seasonal resources (for example you can click here to see the ANZAC resources available) 
there are resources and ideas for spiritual enhancement for people of any age, at any stage of their faith 
journey; from baptism and confirmation through to information for people being called to a life of vocation or 
discernment. 
 
There are resources specifically developed for those who help in the running of their local church – from 
articles about Stewardship to places where you can access free imagery and services and workshop 
formats which can be downloaded. 
 
For the readers out there, the page is packed full of excellent book recommendations (and a top tip, most 
libraries have funding to buy books specifically requested by members of the community so you can take 
the ideas we give you and discuss acquiring some with your local librarian). 
 
If you like to do things online, then there are many many links to great websites as well as downloadable 
resources scattered throughout the topics. 
 
Connected’s challenge to you is to spend some time exploring our resources. We’d love to know what you 
find most helpful and if there’s anything you’d like to see included in the future.   

 

How To Report Abuse & Misconduct 
 
During March the Royal Commission of Inquiry into Abuse in Care heard from witnesses for Faith-based 
institutions, including the Anglican Church, on their processes for resolving historic and current abuse 
claims in response to survivors’ evidence given to the Commission last year.  You can read what 
Archbishop Philip said here or watch him give his evidence here). 
 
The Royal Inquiry Into Abuse in Care is looking into what happened to children, young persons and 
vulnerable adults while in State care, or in the care of faith-based institutions between 1950 and 1999. As 
well as looking into physical, sexual, emotional and psychological abuse and neglect, the Inquiry is also 

http://www.wtanglican.nz/ideas/
https://www.wtanglican.nz/ideas/
https://www.wtanglican.nz/ideas/#anzac
https://www.wtanglican.nz/ideas/#confirmation
https://www.wtanglican.nz/ideas/#vocations
https://www.wtanglican.nz/ideas/#vocations
https://www.wtanglican.nz/ideas/#steward
https://www.wtanglican.nz/ideas/#tech
https://www.abuseincare.org.nz/
https://www.abuseincare.org.nz/library/v/216/statement-of-archbishop-richardson-for-the-faith-based-redress-hearing


looking at inadequate care or improper treatment that resulted in serious physical or mental harm to 
individuals. 
 
In January 2021, the Anglican Church in Aotearoa New Zealand and Polynesia introduced a new set of 
rules or canons (scroll down to Title D to read them) that describe the standards expected of office bearers 
in the church including priests, deacons, bishops, licensed lay ministers, trustees, wardens and Vestry 
Members.  
 
Process for making a complaint. 
If you (or someone you know) wishes to make a complaint about an office bearer in the Anglican Church 
we encourage you to put it in writing and send it directly to the independent Registrar. The Ministry 
Standards Registrar is appointed by the Ministry Standards Commission. This Registrar must be enrolled 
as a barrister or solicitor of the High Court of New Zealand and have at least 7 years' experience. The 
current Registrar is retired judge, Justice John Priestley. 
 
The addresses to send complaints to is 
Ministry Standards Registrar 
c/- P O Box 87188, 
Meadowbank, 
Auckland 1742 
registrar@anglicanchurch.org.nz 
 
The Registrar completes an initial assessment of each complaint received and decides whether it should be 
dismissed or referred as either “Unsatisfactory Conduct” or “Misconduct”.  
 
In the case of Unsatisfactory Conduct 
A complaint of "a failure to observe Standards Required of Ministers which does not amount to misconduct" 
is still deemed unsatisfactory conduct. Unsatisfactory Conduct complaints are referred back to the relevant 
licensing Bishop. (If the complaint concerns a bishop then the Registrar refers to the appropriate 
archbishop.) The bishop then has the following courses of conduct available: 
(a) a process of reconciliation carried out in accordance with the principles of the relevant Tikanga; 
(b) a full investigation into the complaint, following inquiry principles, after which the Licensing Bishop or, in 
the case of a Bishop, the Archbishop may admonish the respondent; and/or 
(c) requiring the respondent to undertake further training or counselling. 
 
In the case of Misconduct 
A complaint which is deemed by the independent Registrar to amount of Misconduct is referred for further 
investigation and a tribunal hearing.  
 
The complainant is not expected to prosecute their own case. Instead, the church appoints an advocate to 
prosecute on behalf of the complainant. This advocate must be a barrister or solicitor of the High Court of 
New Zealand and must have at least 7 years' experience. Likewise, respondents (the persons against 
whom the allegations are made) are not expected to defend themselves. 

https://www.anglican.org.nz/Resources/Canons
mailto:registrar@anglicanchurch.org.nz


 
A tribunal will determine whether there is misconduct or not and make appropriate recommendations. 
Where there is no evidence of misconduct the complaint will be dismissed. If there is evidence of 
misconduct, then one of four recommendations will be made in the following order of seriousness: 

1. Admonition 
2. Suspension 
3. Deprivation of Office 
4. Deposition 

 
To learn more about the process see here: https://www.wtanglican.nz/complaints/  

Chrism Mass & Ordination Services 

 
Chrism Mass gathers us as the family of God to reaffirm our commitment to Christian service and 
receive anointing. The Bishop consecrates the oil of Chrism which is then used throughout the 
year for anointing. That tradition goes back 1800 years to the early church’s practice as recorded 
by Hippolytus. It is an ancient and sacred celebration of who and whose we are. It is also a 
recognition of the power of the Holy Spirit as expressed through anointing – for healing, 
commissioning, and baptism. 
 
 

 

 

LEFT: New Deacon, the Reverend Barry Millson communicates Rev Dr Jekheli Kibami-Singh 
RIGHT: New priests the Reverend Tina Syratt and Ruth Smart concelebrate with Archbishops Philip and David. 
 

https://www.wtanglican.nz/complaints/


Therefore, it is also most appropriate to take that opportunity to ordain women and men for service 
in God’s Church. This enables us to celebrate the vocations of all the baptised while witnessing 
the new commitments defined in the ordination service. It is beautiful. This year we welcomed 
Barry Millson, Matthew Pickering and Alison Slater as deacons, along with Tina Syratt and Ruth 
Smart as priests. As a diocese we give thanks to God for all the ministry exercised inside and 
outside our ministry units, and we pray for those new ministers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
We pray that the joy of the resurrection encourages and inspires us all to live into the 
commitments we make, that people may know us by our deeds, and our deeds may describe the 
life of Christ. 
Amen. 
 

Re-dedication of Saint Paul’s Church, Okato 
 
Earlier this year a special service was held to re-dedicate St Paul’s Church in Carthew Street, Okato. The 
Archbishop of New Zealand Phillip Richardson officiated, along with the Very Rev Michael Bent, Rev 
Hélène Young and Rev Peter Barleyman.  
 
In 1897 Archdeacon H Govett, assisted by five other clergy, placed the Foundation Stone for St Paul’s 
Church in Carthew Street, Okato. The mallet used hangs in the church today. The church was opened a 
year later on June 23, 1898 after being initially consecrated on January 25, 1898 by Bishop Cowie of the 
Diocese of Auckland and Primate of New Zealand. 
 
In 2021, Rev Gary Mattock welcomed the congregation and paid tribute to all the hard work that has gone 
into upgrading so as “to have the church ready for the next 50 years.” Work included installing a new roof 
and repainting the church, a major upgrade of the grounds, a new concrete driveway and paths. Chris and 
Sherrie Dombroski received a notable mention for their hard work from Reverent Mattock, the Property 
Committee and Archbishop Philip. 

ABOVE: New Deacons the Reverend Alison Slater and the Reverend Matthew Pickering 
celebrate with Archbishop Philip, Reverend Stephen Black and  Reverend Jay Ruka in Taranaki  



 
Russell Fleet was the organist for the 
service and his musical accompaniment 
was much appreciated. The choir of St. 
Mary’s, New Plymouth, carried out the 
musical portions of the programme. 
Attending the service was Peter 
Clemance (now in his 90s) and his 
daughter Megan who are relatives of St 
Paul’s original organist Mrs Fox who 
played from1898 to 1965. 

 
Early in the service, Lesley Dowding, from the property committee for St Pauls and lay officiate, gave an 
informative history of the church. There was also a detailed historical display in the hall. 
 
Lesley acknowledged the descendants of St Peter’s (the twin church who joined St Paul’s in late 70s) and 
the gift of a window from St Peter’s to St Paul’s. She also mentioned the Putts and the fact that it was their 
family member Vera who planted the acorn in 1919 which grew into the Church oak tree. 
 
Archbishop Philip opened with prayer and in a following address said, “This church is a treasure.” 
 
He acknowledged people who had passed away who had attended St Paul’s and made particular mention 
of a 12-year-old parishioner Russell Green who died and has a memorial plaque near the front of the 
church. “People make the church, not the building,” Philip explained. 
 
Philip lamented that so many churches had closed in New Zealand including 190 for reasons of 
earthquakes risk. “I am so grateful that you have committed yourself to this church building.” 
 
The Archbishop closed with the comment, “Thank you for recreating this place of worship.”  
 
The Very Rev Michael Bent spoke briefly and focused on the many people who had come before: “The 
tramp of the feet of many 
people from Victorian and 
Edwardian times.” He asked 
that we, “Take time to think of 
a particular person who needs 
God’s presence at this time 
and offer that name to God for 
His blessing.” 
 
After the service Ray Rook 
(as the oldest member of the 
congregation at 96) and six-
year-old Evie Mae Garner 
(the youngest) cut the re-
dedication cake decorated 
with edible oak leaves and 



acorns in front of the church courtesy of Kerry Lilley. 
 
Nearby, a sumptuous morning tea was on offer, which is a credit to everyone who helped plan and prepare 
it. 
 
The Member of Parliament for New Plymouth Glen Bennett was also at the event. “It is encouraging to see 
a parish so alive and well, restoring a historical church, but also looking to the future in how to serve the 
community. It is all very positive.”  
 

 

 
Ministry Standards 3: Power, Social Media and Internet - May 11, 7pm 
All licenced clergy and lay ministers are required to complete this training. All children, youth and family 

workers, PTOs, and any who work with the internet. social media are encouraged to complete this training.  

Please register here: https://www.wtanglican.nz/boundaries-courses/#msregistration  

 

If you have not (but ought to have) completed sessions one and two they are both available with all 

required resources here: https://www.wtanglican.nz/boundaries-courses/ And please don’t forget to 

complete the online tests! 

 

Thy Kingdom Come (May 13-21) 
The Global Anglican Prayer Movement – learn more here: https://www.wtanglican.nz/thy-kingdom-come/ 

 

Deacons’ Training Days (May 15 Taranaki, May 22 Waikato) 
These days will run from 10 until 2 in New Plymouth and Hamilton respectively. The theme is Prophets: 

Creation and Environment.  

Register here: https://www.wtanglican.nz/deacons/  

https://www.wtanglican.nz/boundaries-courses/#msregistration
https://www.wtanglican.nz/thy-kingdom-come/
https://www.wtanglican.nz/deacons/


Vacancies 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.taranakicathedral.org.nz/Publications/Connected/March%202021/Minister%20Advert.pdf

	For me, serving is an expression of love. It is a way in which we outwardly display the loving nature of God and fulfil Christs commandment to us, his disciples: that we love one another, just as he loves us (John 13:34).
	A complaint which is deemed by the independent Registrar to amount of Misconduct is referred for further investigation and a tribunal hearing.
	The complainant is not expected to prosecute their own case. Instead, the church appoints an advocate to prosecute on behalf of the complainant. This advocate must be a barrister or solicitor of the High Court of New Zealand and must have at least 7 y...
	Ministry Standards 3: Power, Social Media and Internet - May 11, 7pm


