
In the second part of our ongoing series about the Deaconate, Blythe Cody and Kim Wright 
share their faith journey with us and tell us more about themselves and what being a 
Deacon in the Anglican Church means to them. 
 
Blythe Cody – Waikato Cathedral Parish of St Peter 
A deacon commits to “…so live the gospel that [he or she] challenge[s] us with the demands of love”. That 

one word, gospel, contains the story that sets the world right and gives each person the full life they were 

created for. The good news of the gospel is the kingdom of God, now accessible to us through Jesus 

Christ, and full access to everything therein. To live the gospel, then, is to live with our will in alignment with 

the will of God. Our lives become the prayer for God’s kingdom to come, his will to be done. This is the 

demand of love. We no longer live for our own will, but for the will of God’s kingdom of the heavens. The 

challenge comes less in words and more by action, although the words will follow the actions as an 

encouragement to come and see the kingdom work that 

God is doing. We demonstrate that we believe 

something not by saying we believe it or telling others 

we believe it, but by acting as if it were true. A role of a 

deacon is to actively live like God’s kingdom of 

restoration and redemption has indeed arrived for all. 

 

My name is Blythe Cody and I am currently serving as 

a transitional deacon at St Peter’s Cathedral in 

Hamilton. I am also a recipient of the St. John’s 

apostolic internship scholarship; this translates to about 

fifteen hours each week at the cathedral and a full-time 

study schedule, working toward my bachelor of 
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theology through Otago University. My role at St Peter’s is mainly outside the church, building relationships 

with community groups and getting to know the resources that Hamilton has available to those in need. 

While my work during the week is mainly outside the cathedral, the Sunday morning worship services are 

something that I feel a great privilege in being able to participate and serve in.  

 

I grew up in the United States but have spent a majority of the last twenty years living in New Zealand. My 

journey toward ordination began when I was a precocious four-year-old who firmly believed God had told 

she was meant to be a pastor. More than thirty years later the timing was finally right and I began my 

journey toward ordination while worshipping at St. Andrew’s in Cambridge.  

 
Kim Wright – The Workshop & Holy Trinity Churches, Fitzroy 
Kim Wright — Reluctant Reverend, Beloved child of God, Passionate follower of Christ and Blessed 

companion of the Spirit. I am based in Ngāmotu where I enjoy life with my husband Jason and four children 

Paige, Maz, Luka and Ben. I am studying the Bachelor of Applied Theology fulltime through Carey Baptist 

College. I undertake ministry at The Workshop Church, Mosaic Youth Group, Holy Trinity Fitzroy and enjoy 

evangelising at the school gates, the supermarket, beach, and wherever else God places me between 

Sundays. 

 

I find it exciting to be a part of the Diaconate and to be able to fulfil a role in the church that stems from the 

early Christian church. In Acts 6: 1-7, seven disciples were chosen to distribute food to the widows (and 

others who struggled to self-support) so that the Apostles could continue to teach the Gospel of Christ far 

and wide. At that time, disciples were growing in number and it was logical to have dedicated diakoneō or 

‘servers’ to ensure all the needs of the young church were being met. These dedicated servers were 

chosen on the basis of ‘good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom’ (v3) and allowed the word of God to 

continually increase, and the number of disciples to multiply greatly (v7).  

 

For me, serving is an expression of love. It is a way in 

which we outwardly display the loving nature of God 

and fulfil Christs commandment to us, his disciples: 

that we love one another, just as he loves us (John 

13:34). 

Whether we received the laying on of hands as the first 

Deacon’s did in Acts 6:6 or not, God calls all of us to 

service. Whatever that looks like in our respective 

contexts, God places us in situations where God’s love 

and hope is needed. As leaders in the church, I believe 

Deacons play an essential role in reminding the church 

community that we are all called to serve as we 

proclaim the Good News and praise the most humble 

servant of them all, Jesus Christ.  
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