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Crepe cooking
grows cafe and
raises funds
The Community Café volunteers recently gathered for a celebratory brunch.

Thousands of crepes, truckloads
of bread, marmalade by the
mountain and innumerable
volunteer hours have created a
flourishing breakfast community.
The Community Café at Taranaki
Cathedral notched up its third year in
November 2017, having raised $61,377
for charity.
It’s a Tuesday morning event, opening
at 7.30am and closing 10am. Dozens
of volunteers wait on and clear tables,
others set up, pack down, cook and
wash dishes.
The money is distributed to a variety
of causes; the current one being
the Rohingya refugees who began
fleeing to Bangladesh in August 2017
after escaping violence and death in
Myanmar.
The café is in the cathedral’s Hatherly
Hall or foyer area that would otherwise sit
empty on a Tuesday.
Large photo boards of the cathedral’s
interior (currently closed for earthquake
strengthening) explain features that
people can’t currently see.
Breakfast goers munch on economical,
tasty food ($1 per item), share tables with
strangers or friends, bond and catch up
before going about their Tuesday.
The volunteers who staff the café talk
of fun, meeting people, being part of
something.
Claire Patten started helping a year ago,
and also volunteers at the hospital’s
emergency department.
“The company, the friendships and

helping people…and also the enjoyment
– that has a lot to do with why I do it.”
Wynne Bowers-Mason moved to New
Plymouth with husband Paul earlier this
year, and didn’t know many people.
She comes to 7am communion and
figured she could fit in café volunteering
afterwards. “It’s helping me get involved
in the community – with something I can
help in, which is what I’m used to doing.”
Two and a half years ago Jan Hudson
began volunteering.
“I know it sounds silly but I love this. It’s
wonderful. I have got to know so many
people and all the volunteers are fun. A
real community has developed.
“There’s a lovely feel about it…regulars,
new faces. People bring their friends.
One lady told me this morning she’s
going to Ireland for Christmas but as
soon as she gets back, she’ll be here
volunteering.”
Nadja Bernhardt brings a group of clients
from Tui Ora and has done so for over
two years. At the café, there is wide
acceptance of people from all walks of
life, she says. Up to 10 clients join her
and other Tui Ora staff each week, with
regular tables reserved for them.
“The volunteers know us. They make a
point of coming over. And it’s good to
support a good cause. They read all
the updates about where the money is
going.”
Sometimes clients meet other family there
because it’s affordable.
“They have a chance to mix and mingle
with others in the community….it’s an
inclusive environment.”

Café snapshot
•	Started by former Dean
Jamie Allen in November
2014
•	The menu changes but
crepes, toast, tea and
coffee are staple items
•	Items are based on a
suggested donation of
$1 each – but people
often choose to give
more, and no one is
turned away if they
donate less.
•	Many goods are
donated with thanks to
Countdown supermarket,
Graham Cochrane
(Bayleys Real Estate),
Kiwi Butcher, cathedral
parishioners and others
•	The funds raised have
gone towards the ebola
crisis in West Africa,
helping cyclone-affected
people in Vanuatu,
earthquake recovery in
Nepal, the World Food
Programme, supporting
Syrian refugees, the Tear
Fund anti sex trafficking
project and other
international causes.
•	The Community Café
shuts down for the
holiday period after 19
December 2017 and
reopens 23 January
2018.

What's our story?
U n d e r s ta n d i n g o u r p a s t,
building our future
Historical stories from the St Mary’s archives.

Hooray
for the
women

The women of New Plymouth
were “the great guns of the
province” during the late
1850s and went to church
on Sundays while their
husbands stayed at home
and cooked the dinner.
That's according to the English
traveller Robert Scott, who
was staying in the town at that
period.
“The women generally do
everything in buying and
selling, and are the great guns
of the province,” he wrote.
“The trade lies between them
and the Jews.
“They have no servants, and
feel no shame in doing their
work. The men, however,
frequently stay at home on
Sunday and cook: and the
merchant-ladies, with their
white parasols and satin
dresses, attend divine service.”
The women also did their bit
for parish fund-raising. They
organised bazaars, served
teas on all occasions, sewed
and cleaned and gardened,
improved the furnishings,
supplied floral decorations,
sang in the choir and taught
Sunday School.

Church sexton set
foundations

Well before the completion of St Mary's Church in 1846,
parishioner John Lye was busy getting the building and
grounds in order – and as soon as the church was opened he
became the first verger, or sexton.

Born in 1788, John was a farmer of Martock, in the English county
of Somerset. His wife, the former Grace Rod, came from Portland
in Dorset. They married in 1813 and had eleven children, three of
whom died under the age of five.
The Lye family were steerage passengers on the voyage to New
Zealand of the sailing ship William Bryan, which left from Plymouth
Sound in the West Country of England in November 1840.
The family comprised John and Grace and their eight surviving
offspring – Lucy (with her husband Edmund Sarten and their two
sons), Ann, Mary, William, James, Edward, Elizabeth and Agnes.
After a very fortunate voyage, they landed at Ngāmotu beach on
March 31, 1841 – and a century later this landing was re-enacted
in a play at a commemorative pageant and at the opening of
Paritutu Centennial Park.
John Lye was entitled to “a grant of a town allotment,” and he was
first employed by the New Zealand Company, cutting lines for
surveyors.
When he became the first verger/sexton of St Mary's, he was
paid 210 pounds per half-year. In later years his work included
decorating the church for Christmas and a wedding, cleaning
surplices, levelling ground and cleaning stones, making a path,
fencing, covering in a well, and mending a bell rope.
His wife Grace was highly regarded in the town, and in one
account it is stated that “old mother Lye” nursed Jane Bolland,
wife of the first Vicar of St Mary's, William Bolland, through the
confinement which led to the birth of her son.
The Lyes were keen gardeners, and by 1852 John had 24 acres
fenced, 31 acres in crops, 3 acres in wheat, 24 acres of grass,
one and a half acres of oats, ditto potatoes, turnips and other
gardens.
John died in 1868, but Grace lived on until 1874. Some of their
descendants still live at Tikorangi.
Mark Birch
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A message from

your Dean

TĒNĀ KOUTOU KATOA
my warmest greetings to you.

I am so grateful to be part of a community of Christian people who relish
their worship and who have found that while we miss the beauty and
atmosphere of our cathedral, the Peace Hall can and does resonate with
the presence of God as we gather to worship. And of course, we shouldn’t
be surprised, for God is in the midst of us always and everywhere calling
and inviting us into daily renewal of our discipleship and to proclaim his
gospel of love, of peace and justice for all people. That is the vision we
hold in our mission statement ‘to be as Christ to the community’. It is the
foundation of all that we aspire to in the Cathedral Project.
At the Diocesan Synod this year our
bishops ended their charge by reminding
us that ‘we are an Easter people and
Alleluia is our song’.

In the midst of all the gone-wrongness in
our world we are called to proclaim the
truth. You see, it is not true that this world
and its people must accept inhumanity and
discrimination, hunger and poverty, death
and destruction; it is not true that we are
simply victims of the powers of evil who
seek to rule the world. This is true – I have
come that they might have life in all its
abundance [John10.10]. This is the Jesus
whose birth we are once again preparing to
celebrate this Christmas time .
The Church of God has to be the salt and
light of the world. We are the hope of the
hopeless, through the power of God. As the
prayer of St Francis reminds us, we are to
be the instruments of God’s peace;

And it is for these reasons above all else
that we ‘are embracing the opportunities
and the challenges in the strengthening and
the development of our cathedral and our
cathedral community’.
‘Star maker, earth shaker, power of the
hurricane, voice of the dove, come to earth
to a blaze of angels, called by compassion,
formed by love’. This Advent and Christmas
time may the love of the Lord Jesus draw
you to himself, may the power of the Lord
Jesus strengthen you in his service, and
may the joy of the Lord Jesus fill your
hearts.
Arohanui
Peter

	Where there is hatred we are to
sow love,
Where there is injury, pardon
Where there is doubt, faith

Where there is despair, hope

Where there is darkness, light

And where there is sadness, joy
E XERCIS E Y O UR W I LL POW E R - R EME M B E R S T MA RY ’S IN Y OU R W ILL
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Taking faith to new heights

For the
first time
this year,
Anglican
churchgoers
from around Waikato and
Taranaki took part in a sevenmonth teaching programme
called LiFT (Living in Faith
Today). Meeting weekly on a
Tuesday, the course was led
by Bishop Helen-Ann Hartley.
She taught via video-link,
taking participants through a
staggering array of material
– everything from a whistle
stop tour of the Old Testament
through to creativity in faith and
Christian ethics.
Intellectual, funny; a master at
story telling and at lighting up
the faith journey, Bishop HelenAnn was a gift to us all. Around
120 people took part with a
graduation ceremony in Te Kuiti
on November 25. The course will
run again next year – so look out
for the dates. Some of the New
Plymouth graduates, who were
led by Ailsa Claridge, share their
thoughts below.

“It took a leap of faith for me to
commit to LiFT, now I cannot
comprehend not having done it.
I am so incredibly thankful to the
programme for the growth and
understanding I have experienced
- inwardly, in my faith and love
for God, and outwardly, as I have
gained a deeper understanding
and appreciation of how important
discipleship is in taking love for
God into our communities.
LiFT has enabled me to see how
4

inextricably linked and necessary
such growth is in my personal
journey as a Christian. Thank you
to all involved.”

Focus – The course certainly was
a focus for the week.

“Bishop Helen-Ann has produced
with the LiFT programme, a
wonderful teaching, learning
aid for any member of our
congregations. She is a great
teacher and it has been a
learning experience for me. The
summaries of the Old and New
Testaments, exploring mission
and evangelism, and exploring
pastoral care and theology were
highlights for me.”

Give it a go. You’ll enjoy it.

“Participating in the LiFT course
has taught me so much - though
perhaps more importantly it has
left me wanting to learn and
discover more.

Bishop Helen-Ann has a very
special ability to relate her written
text simply - often delivered in a
lighthearted manner - it never felt
too much.
The reading material provided
was excellent, but I think the
greatest benefit to me has come
from listening to others in my
group share their thoughts and
experiences, and it is this facet
of LiFT that has truly brought the
material into perspective and
‘made it real.’
The legacy that LiFT has given
to me is now I am now thinking"what can I do next.”

Laughs lots of fun times getting to
know people.
Information - Bishop Helen Ann
gave us plenty of info.

Thinking – plenty to think about
and create discussion.

“The LiFT Programme has
provided the opportunity for me to
explore the Christian faith in some
depth by considering the work
and approaches of a variety of
theologians with time to question
and discuss.
Bishop Helen-Ann, gifted writer
and presenter of the programme,
also provided an understanding
of the Anglican approach to
Christian faith.
The gathering each Tuesday
evening to complete the
programme, has been an
enjoyable time with the
other participants to build
relationships, listen and discuss
material provided.
As a result of participating, my
knowledge, understanding and
practice of what it means to
be Christian, has developed
through the excellent yearlong involvement.
The programme has been
ably facilitated by Ailsa who
has encouraged each of us to
participate in the way we feel
comfortable and totally at our
own pace. I have no hesitation
in recommending the LiFT
programme to anyone who is
interested."

The course will run again next
year in April/May – so look out for
the dates and register here http://
www.dio-training.com/lift.html
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Looking back,
looking forward
to new start
A reflection from The Right Reverend Dr Helen-Ann Hartley, the
Bishop of Waikato
The season of Advent is my favorite time of
the Church’s year: a time of new beginnings
as we anticipate Christmas, a time of
watching and waiting.
Of course it is also the time of year when the
weather is getting warmer (we hope) and the pop
and sizzle of sausages on the BBQ once again
becomes a sign that the outdoors is where you’ll
find most people if they get the chance!
For me this year, this is a time of transition. After
nearly six years here in Aotearoa New Zealand I
will leave these islands after Christmas, and return
home to take up my new role as Bishop of Ripon
in the Diocese of Leeds in the north of England.
While we came initially to Auckland, it is the
Waikato, and this wonderful Diocese of Waikato
and Taranaki that has formed and shaped me in a
unique way.
The path of discipleship can take us into new
and challenging territory, and I have certainly felt
the sharp edge of that at times. Yet even those
experiences of pain and struggle have been
opportunities for growth.
That is how the Kingdom of God takes hold.
I can say that being a Bishop brings with it a
tapestry of praise and lament (as we described
in our Charge to Synod this year). We are human
beings, so if you can, try to be gentle or at least
pause a moment before you engage!
Certainly there has been joy and laughter too, and
a real highlight has been the creation and journey
of LiFT. That so many people from the Diocese
joined in this vision of learning and community
was a real affirmation of the desire to learn more
about our faith; to engage in weekly conversation
and debate; and to grow alongside others in
understanding, sometimes with vulnerability
and courage.

LiFT has been
wrapped in prayer from beginning to end,
and I have been humbled by the stories of
transformation that some of you have shared with
me. My hope is that LiFT will continue next year,
and will grow and touch the lives of others who
commit to this pilgrim way.
For those of you who have completed LiFT this
year, tell your friends to do it! My prayer is that
you will keep exploring your faith, and expand
your horizons. If you are ever unsure, know that
God always goes before you, and God’s love will
guide, hold and sustain you.
Thank you for this deep privilege of leadership;
I ask forgiveness for the times you may feel I
have let you down; I ask your prayers for this new
season. As we prepare to greet the infant Jesus
again, let us rejoice in our calling to be a people
of the resurrection with Alleluia always our song!
•	Bishop Helen Ann-Hartley became Bishop of
Waikato in February 2014; in 2018, she is to
become Bishop of Ripon.
S
 he is the first woman who has trained and
served as a priest in the Church of England to
become a bishop. At the time of her election,
women could not join the episcopate of the
Church of England.
	She is the third woman to become a bishop of
the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand
and Polynesia. Prior to being Bishop of Waikato
she was Dean of Tikanga Pakeha at St John's
College in Auckland for two years. (To read a
reflection on the 40-year annivesary of women’s
ordination see page 8)

E XERCIS E Y O UR W I LL POW E R - R EME M B E R S T MA RY ’S IN Y OU R W ILL
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EATing FRESH
TOGETHER GROWS
SOCIAL ENTERPRISE

Eat more veges experts say – but how affordable are
fresh fruit and vegetables?
It’s not easy says Foodtogether’s Lance
Pilbrow: “With the rising cost of fruit and
veg it’s really tough for some people in our
communities to regularly eat healthy food, and
the full impact of a compromised diet is not
seen immediately – missing out on nutrition
now has impacts down the line,” he says.
In a recent letter to the New Zealand Medical
Journal AUT nutrition Professor Elaine Rush,
physical activity and nutrition lecturer Dr Carolyn
Cairncross and PhD student Issac Amoah say
that produce prices are climbing while wages
remain static.
Wages for families in the poorest third of
households had remained constant since 1982,
yet in May the price of fruit and vegetables
rose 14 per cent compared with May 2016, the
letter said.
They fear the cost of produce is having an impact
on the recommendation to eat the 5+ A Day and
people’s health is being affected.
In Taranaki people are able to make the most
of the Foodtogether initiative started here in
June 2017.
“Foodtogether is a social enterprise that makes
it easy and convenient to access fresh fruit
and veges at great prices - we’re not here to
make profits but to grow a sustainable business
that improves the lives of New Zealanders,”
says Lance.
“We can offer the best price for three reasons;
firstly, we’re not driven by profits. Secondly,
we don’t have to pay staff as we run on a great
volunteer base and the support and goodwill
of local churches, and thirdly we don’t have to
factor in waste or food expiring because we each
week we order the right amount of stock from the
suppliers to fill the orders that have been placed,
so we don’t have food spoiling on the shelves.”
The Bishop’s Action Foundation (BAF)
6

worked with
Foodtogether
nationally to establish the social enterprise in
Taranaki and have found affordable fruit and
vegetables is just one reason people love
the service.
“Our customers regularly comment on the
freshness of the produce and how convenient it is
that it is all already picked and packed for them,”
says Lance.
The simplicity of the system is also appealing.
Customers order one of three different sized
boxes ($15, $26.50 and $36.50) online by midday
on a Tuesday, pay online, then collect their
produce box from a local church on a Thursday.
Q and A
Where does Foodtogether operate in Taranaki?
There are five pick up points across New
Plymouth, Inglewood and Waitara. Home delivery
is also available in New Plymouth. There are two
South Taranaki hubs at Stratford and Opunake
Is Foodtogether just for low income families?
No, the more people who use the service, the
more savings can be passed along as the price
of freight is shared.
Are Foodtogether boxes cheaper than the
supermarket?
Yes, our customers regularly do price
comparisons and tell us Foodtogether boxes are
cheaper than their supermarket equivalents.
What’s happening next?
There are two exciting developments. Firstly
a subscription service so people can set up a
standard order and secondly we are continuing
to add more to the range of goods people can
order. Early this year we added an option of being
able to add eggs to an order. Also, we’re always
looking to make Food Together as convenient as
possible for the most people, which means we
are always on the lookout for new pick up points
to add to our network.
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Singing God songs
in a noisy world
Picture any setting – friends or family gathered for a
BBQ, a conversation as we wait in a doctor’s surgery or
travel by bus or plane : at some point someone will start
to tell a story about something that has happened to them
or someone they love. And the conversation immediately
has the potential to shift to a deeper level as some of the
truth we normally hide, tiptoes into the light and, for a few
moments, we become real to each other.
In the early church those who met Jesus told
stories about their encounter with him, of how he
had made a difference to them and the hope they
saw for a new way of life based on compassion
and justice. The woman at the well (John 4), and
the man healed of severe mental illness (Mark
5.1-20) are just two examples of people who
went and told others their story; that was how the
Gospel spread – by simple, natural sharing of
people’s experience of Jesus, of God’s provision,
timing and grace.
But sadly over the millennia, the hope-generating
process of sharing personal stories of God’s
activity in our daily lives has all but disappeared.
Why is that?
Is it because we are so obedient to old parental
‘tapes’ telling us it’s rude to discuss religion (and
politics) when we gather with friends? I doubt it.
Have we shrugged off God completely like an
old coat that doesn’t fit our 21st century lifestyle?
Maybe.
Or is it because we’ve forgotten – or never
learned – how to see what God is up to, looking
elsewhere for spiritual satisfaction and personal
transformation? Getting closer.
Whatever the reason, the first part of Listening
and Spiritual Conversation, provides a pathway
for following Jesus (discipleship) that is based on
learning to spot God in everyday events, in the
natural world, in the stories of scripture, and, most
of all, in the people around us.
The second part of this book concentrates on
equipping us to share our stories

Sue Pickering

respectfully with those we meet (witnessing)
wherever we find ourselves. God’s activity is
all around us: whether we work or volunteer,
whether we run from one commitment to another
or live a quieter life, once we’ve invited the Holy
Spirit to open the door for spiritual conversation
(Colossians 4.3), then opportunities will arise
for us to be channels of God’s grace in our
communities. And these can happen anywhere,
anytime when we’re least expecting it.
	“I was having a coffee in town the week before
the All Souls service, when I had an inner
‘nudge’ to go and talk to a young woman sitting
alone nearby. Our conversation began with
‘small talk’ but moved very quickly to a deep
place as she spoke of her recently deceased
mum – the pain of her dying – the loneliness
and the memories, some good and some not
so good. I listened then mentioned the All Souls
service, inviting her to be part of that honouring
of those we have loved and lost to death … and
I gave her my contact details if she needed to
be in touch.
	As I got up I told her about the ‘nudge’ I’d had
to come and sit with her and how God cares for
everyone so very much, and cares for her in her
grief
‘I hope so,’ she said with a wistful smile.”
Listening and Spiritual Conversation is published
by Canterbury Press, Norwich, UK, 2017 and
is available from Church Stores, Amazon, Book
Depository etc
Sue Pickering

E XERCIS E Y O UR W I LL POW E R - R EME M B E R S T MA RY ’S IN Y OU R W ILL
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Celebrating women
in ordained ministrY

On the first Sunday in Advent we celebrate the 40th anniversary of
the ordination of women to the priesthood in the Anglican Church
of Aotearoa, New Zealand and the Pacific.
On 3rd December 1977 the Bishop of Auckland
ordained Jean Brooks, Wendy Cranston and
Heather Brunton (pictured) to the priesthood and
in doing so we joined only three other provinces
within the Anglican communion to ordain women.

As we celebrate this milestone in our
cathedral, it is important to remember
that in many parts of the Anglican
communion the opportunity to
express ministry is limited.
Women have always been leaders in the mission
of God. Scripture is full of such examples.
Women were at the foot of the cross when
Jesus died and were the first witnesses to the
resurrection. Early Christian art found in the
ancient catacombs depicts women sharing and
leading the Eucharistic meal. As the early church
was spreading its mission it was often wealthy
women who were the benefactors to establish
communities of faith and women who led them.
My own journey towards ordination came as a
call while still very young, and where there were
no examples of women priests. When as an
adult I expressed that sense of call I to my parish
priest, I was told, that my job was to be a wife and
mother and that was the best calling on my life.
Fortunately, these were roles I was very happy
with but failed to see why they precluded me from
exploring ministry.
I began to study theology as part of a local EFM
group as a way to explore my sense of call. I later
found a more encouraging priest who offered me
support to continue that exploration, and so in the
late 1980s I began a formal discernment process
with the Diocese of Auckland.

Despite women having been in
ordained ministry for over 10 years by
this time, I was still treated as a bit of
a novelty.
It was to be a further five years before I was finally
accepted into theological college to train as
a priest.
I was finally ordained in St Peters Cathedral
in Hamilton on 7 December 1996 by Bishop
David Moxon. Since then I have served
in parish ministry, both in the Diocese of
Auckland at Balmoral, and in the Diocese of
Waikato and Taranaki in Otorahanga, Waitara
and Fitzroy, and as a Ministry Development
Officer across the region. I was Archdeacon of
Parininihi until my retirement, and represented
this diocese on a number of provincial and
international committees.
This journey has not been without cost. We may
see women priests as normative now but that was
not so in my early ministry. I remember clearly
the day a man accosted me in a supermarket
and shouted at me 'don't you know you are an
abomination to God?' referring to my clerical
collar, or the couples that refused to be married
by a woman and wanted a real priest.
The pain of those encounters is always balanced
by the opportunities to serve God as a priest and
the privilege of sharing in the sacred moments
of peoples lives. I recognise that I have been
afforded many opportunities and for that I am truly
grateful to God and this Church.
By The Reverend Tricia Carter

The Cathedral magazine printing and production costs are entirely funded through the generosity
of our sponsors. A BIG thank you to each one of them for making this publication possible.
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Stories in
the woods

It’s theatrical time again,
and Carrie’s Drama Group
(CDG) has wrapped up its
three performances of a
musical entitled “Into the
Woods.”
“We’ve been working on it
for two terms,” said Suzy
Allen, one of the three
co-producers (the others
are her husband Jamie
and Ailsa Allan, who is
no relation). “It was quite
an ambitious project, and
musically it’s a challenge.”
A total of 24 young people
spent months rehearsing
the two-act production at
Devon Intermediate School,
where both the stage and
roomy practice rooms
were available. Children
and young people from the
cathedral were involved, as
well as other newcomers
who joined CDG this year.
Suzy said the storyline was
a combination of various
fairy stories, including Red
Riding Hood, Cinderella,
Rapunzel, and Jack and the
Beanstalk.
There were three wellsupported presentations at
the school, on December 1,
2 and 3.

Cathedral profile
We put some questions to the Evetts family – Ryan, Alice,
Leo and Griffyn
How long have you been attending St Mary’s and what drew you to
the cathedral? We used to attend the informal 7pm service when we
first arrived back in NZ from the UK almost two years ago with Leo, and
probably 6 months later for Griffyn and Ryan.
What do you enjoy most about the community you have found at
the cathedral? Everyone is so nice and welcoming. It is a pleasure to
see everyone each week. I like that I generally can take away something
to focus on each week to improve myself and my relationships with
my work collegues, family and friends. I feel a valued member of
the community.
What do you see as the cathedral’s biggest challenges?
Congregation numbers. We enjoy the tight knit atmosphere of being in
the Peace Hall and the quirks about it too.
What are your jobs? Ryan is Business and Systems Analyst at Taranaki
District Health Board. Alice is Customer Service and Logistics Specialist
at ABB New Plymouth.
How long have you lived in NP or are you new to the city? Ryan
is born and bred Taranakian, as are Leo and Griffyn. Alice is from the
mighty Waikato, having lived here for the past seven years and was
baptised in our sister cathedral in Hamilton as an infant.
What activities/hobbies/involvements do you get up to, away from
church? Away from church and full time work for both of us, Leo and
I are learning to play tennis. Ryan plays B Grade on Saturdays. Griffyn
will probably start next season. Leo and Griffyn enjoy swimming lessons
once a week. Alice also makes home made cards and donates some for
Mothers Day and Christmas. The maternity ward can be a lonely place
over the holidays.
Any thing else about
you or the family that
might surprise others?
We encourage everyone
to at least check if they
can donate blood.
Alice had a near death
experience giving birth
to Griffyn and needed 10
blood transfusions.
Leo and Alice were also
born with teeth! Alice
had one removed at 8
weeks, and Leo had
two teeth removed at
two days old. You may
notice a slight gap in the
front of his mouth.
-Thanks to Alice for
answering our profile
questions

ST MARY’S ANGLICAN
DIOCESAN SCHOOL
STRATFORD
An integrated Anglican Year 9 -13 Boarding
and Day School in the heart of Taranaki

Raising Amazing Girls

Where each girl is nurtured to realise her potential

We welcome enquiries for boarding
needs tailored to suit your daughter and
would love to have your daughter be
part of our Anglican family

61 Broadway North, Stratford Telephone 06 765 5333
Email office@stmarysstratford.school.nz
www.stmarysstratford.school.nz

E XERCIS E Y O UR W I LL POW E R - R EME M B E R S T MA RY ’S IN Y OU R W ILL

9

TARANAKICATHEDRALNEWS

THE

C AT H E D R AL PRO J EC T
A T AR ANAK I T AONGA
UN DE RS TAN D I N G OU R P A ST . B U I L DING OU R FU T U RE

WOW…at the time of writing our last update, we were
closing in on the $1million mark…we are just $30k
short, but hopefully by the time you are reading this
we will have made it. They say the second million is
easier, so let’s hope that proves to be true!
A huge ‘thank you’ to those who have joined us
as donors. No matter how small, each donation
moves us that bit closer to our goal of reopening the doors of the Cathedral.
As outlined in the last newsletter, religious
organisations were not eligible to apply to many
current funding sources, but with assistance
from our MP Jonathan Young, the then National
Government agreed to changing the criteria
and making funds available for the remediation
of the Cathedral – conditional on the National
Government being returned to the treasury
benches. Unfortunately for the Cathedral
Project, they were not returned, so we are now
engaging with the new Labour led government
to ensure that they are supportive of our plight.
HOW YOU CAN HELP US!
There are specific areas where your help would
be greatly appreciated.
If you have donated yourself then you have
the project close to your heart. There is a very
simple reason why many people don’t give to a
fundraising project ….. they will tell you “I was
‘never asked’
•	If you know anyone who has had an
involvement with or interest in St Mary’s
Church but is not currently active in the
church community, or has moved away,

Jan Mason

but whom you know would be supportive of
the project and would like to receive some
information from us - please let us know their
name and contact details. Maybe friends
who were married in the church, but moved
away and would be saddened to hear that the
church may remain closed, unless we raise
the funds required.
You can call Jan 0210203388 or email her the
details – jan@taranakicathedral.org.nz
•	This project is being driven by personal
approach by those who have donated and
therefore have ‘skin in the game’ so to speak.
They have credibility and integrity when
approaching others to learn about the project
and to consider donating. We have a very
simple and effective training module that
we can share with you if you felt that this is
something that you would be prepared to do
for us. Maybe you know of a few people that
you know might be keen to give, but don’t
know how to go about asking them. It’s as
simple as giving people the opportunity to be
supporters, if they are not asked, chances are
they probably won’t even think of it
You are welcome to pop into Jan’s office on
site at the Cathedral for a chat. You will find her
there Monday – Friday 9.30am – 4.00pm.

st mary's annual craft fair

Organisation for St Mary’s annual craft fair on Saturday December 9 was being finalised as this
magazine went to press. The fair takes place in the Hatherly Hall from 2-4pm and includes a
range of novelty Christmas items made by our craft group, as well as sweet treats. If you want
gifts with a difference this is the place to visit. There will be hand-made decorations, baking
and sweets, greeting cards, fabric and wool craft and afternoon tea available.
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Our services include:
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•

•
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Special services –
all are welcome

Baptisms and
funerals

Saturday 9th December
2-4pm	Christmas Craft
Fair, Hatherly Hall

October 2017 – November 2017

Sunday 17th December
5pm 	Festival of Nine
Lessons and
Carols at Holy
Trinity, Stratford
Wednesday 20th
December
7:30pm 	Festival of Nine
Lessons & Carols
Thursday 21st December
1pm 	Christmas
Organ Recital at
St Joseph's
Saturday 23rd December
2pm 	Christmas Organ
Recital

Sunday 24th December
8am 	Holy Communion
10am 	Family Eucharist
5pm 	Children's
Christmas Eve
Service
11:30pm	Carols & Midnight
Mass
Monday 25th December
8am
Holy Communion
10am	Festival Family
Eucharist

Funerals
Name
		
Brian Healy
Alvin Cash
Peggy Bracegirdle
Frances Bullen

Date of
Death
24 Oct 17
26 Oct 17
02 Nov 17 	
13 Nov 17 	

Date of
Funeral
28 Oct 17
30 Oct 17
07 Nov 17
18 Nov 17

Tuesday 26th December
10am-3pm Give Something
Back
*All our services are held in the
Interim Cathedral in the Peace Hall
unless stated otherwise

To donate or find out more, see our website for all the details.
www.taranakicathedral.org.nz/the-cathedral-project/how-to-contribute.php

Taranaki Cathedral Church of St Mary
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