
 

Symbiosis 
 If you take time to notice the vegetation in our 
church yard, you will have spotted the delicate little 
orchid, Drymoanthus Adversus, Green Fleshy Tree 
Orchid., growing on some of our older, ‘exotic’ trees. 
I must admit, I didn’t spot it myself, rather Mary 
Harker pointed this lovely little resident to me, along 
with the significance of its presence. 
 
Apparently, this particular little orchid is common in 
the Te Henui area, but what I think is rather special 
about it is where it chooses to grow itself.  It has 

made a home on some of our elderly trees, which were no doubt planted long, long ago, 
as a reminder for settler families of the familiar vegetation of ‘home’.   
 
Symbiosis refers to ‘the living together in more or 
less intimate association or close union of two 
dissimilar organisms’.  A mutual relationship is 
formed, where both gain as well as give away.  
Neither organism chose where it would grow, or 
what would attach (or be attached) to it.  Yet both 
appear to be flourishing! 
 
It seems to me that such symbiosis is a vision for 
mutual relationships between people.  
Relationships where both find advantages, where 
together people can flourish in a way that they 
couldn’t without the relationship. Such relationships 
may well begin due to necessity, a seed that lands 
randomly with no control over its destination, far 
less desire or vision for a symbiotic partnership.  
Yet that is exactly what develops! 
 
Thanks be to God, I say!  
 
Incidentally, adversus means ‘turned towards 
or opposite’.  Sounds feisty to me! 
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This Sunday is “Refugee Sunday.” Our gospel reading centres on Jesus’ return to his 
hometown, teaching there, and his subsequent rejection by the community in which he 
was raised. That story is followed by Jesus sending out his disciples, two by two, with 
essentially nothing and instructions about what to do based on whether the town 
receives them. Interestingly the shaking of the dust off the disciples’ feet (in response to 
a rejection from a particular village or town) is a nod to eschatological judgment.   
 
This story is often read and interpreted as a call to discipleship, a call to go out into the 
world and live and embody the prophetic and liberating way of Jesus - preaching the 
good news, resisting evil, and healing people. This interpretation of the passage is 
undoubtedly valid and vital and must continually inspire, challenge and form us as 
disciples of Jesus. We must never lose slight of the fact that Jesus calls and sends us to 
be his hand and feet in the world. 
 
However, what might we learn if rather than positioning ourselves as sent disciples we 
instead located ourselves in the position of those who were to receive and welcome the 
disciples? Those charged with welcoming the out of towner, the stranger0Are we 
families, a church community, a community, a country that will welcome those who 
arrive with no food, no bag, no money? Those fleeing conflict and violence? Those 
fleeing religious or political persecution? Or are we a community marked by piles of dust 
at our doorstep left by those we have rejected? Is this question that is especially 
important as we remember, pray for, and think about how we might engage in the plight 
of refugees and the work of Christ-centred justice, liberation and transformation.  
 
Some Statistics 

• 79.5 million displaced people worldwide at the end of 2019, as a result of 
persecution, conflict, violence, human rights violations or events. 

• 45.7 million people are internally displaced 
• 26 million are refugees 
• 4.2 million were asylum seekers 
• 6.6 million are from the Syrian Arab Republic 
• 30-34 million refugees are children 
• 85% are hosted in developing countries.  
• 4.2 million stateless persons 

 
Peace, Dan 
  



 
A Powerful Spoken Word Poem 

(READ TOP TO BOTTOM AND THEN BOTTOM TO TOP – very important!) 
Or watch it on YouTube HERE 

 
 

REFUGEES  
by Brian Bilston.  

 

They have no need of our help  

So do not tell me  

These haggard faces could belong to you or me  

Should life have dealt a different hand  

We need to see them for who they really are  

Chancers and scroungers  

Layabouts and loungers  

With bombs up their sleeves  

Cut-throats and thieves  

They are not  

Welcome here  

We should make them  

Go back to where they came from  

They cannot  

Share our food  

Share our homes  

Share our countries  

Instead let us  

Build a wall to keep them out  

It is not okay to say  

These are people just like us  

A place should only belong to those who are born 

there  

Do not be so stupid to think that  

The world can be looked at another way. 

  

https://youtu.be/xS-Q2sgNjl8


 
Weekly Meditation 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

A Blast from the Past 
 
 

ST. MARY'S CHURCH ANNIVERSARY. 
 

Taranaki Herald, volume xliv, issue 10477 
 30 November 1895, page 2 

 
The Right Rev. Dr Wallis, Bishop of Wellington, 
accompanied by Mrs Wallis arrived by the through train 
on Friday night. This afternoon the ßishop and Mrs 
Wallis held a reception at St. Mary's Sunday School. To-
night the Bishop holds a confirmation service, and 
tomorrow morning will occupy the pulpit at St. Mary's. 
In the afternoon 'Bishop Wallis will deliver an address 
in St. Mary's to the members of 'the Benefit Societies, 
who will march in procession to the Church from the 
Foresters' Hall, Gil-street. 
 
Special music will be rendered, and the choir 
of St. Mary's has been augmented for the occasion, and 
will be 50 strong. The anthem at the morning and 
afternoon services, will be "Awake Thou that Sleepest, 
and Arise from the Dead," a magnificent chorus from Sir 
John Stainer's Oratorio " Daughter of Jairus." In the 
evening the anthem will be "The Radiant Morn," being the 
well-known hymn tune set to music by the Rev. H, 
Woodward. The Magnificat and Nunc Dimmitis will be sung 
to Gours' setting. 



 
  



Parishioners  Among Taranaki Volunteers Recognised 
For Selfless And Committed Effort 

 
Long-time St Mary’s parishioners Pam and John Denney were among a group of 
Taranaki volunteers who were recognised for their selfless and committed efforts during 
the past year at a ceremony held in the New Plymouth District Council Chambers 
recently. 
 
Twenty-seven recipients accepted individual and group awards chosen from eight 
categories for the 2021 Volunteering New Plymouth Volunteer Recognition Awards. 
 
There were six awards for long service to the community ranging from health groups to 
delivering meals on wheels. 
 
Volunteering New Plymouth manager Marie Riordan said the ceremony was the first 
opportunity the recipients are able to meet together. 
 
“Because of what they do many of them operate in their own bubble throughout the 
year,” she said. 

 
Volunteering New Plymouth 2021 award recipients following the ceremony held at the New 
Plymouth District Council. Back row: Ann and Gordon Chisnall; Ray Gaffenay and Jaq Novak; 
Third row: Judy Armstrong, Jess Henderson and Luke Beck; front: Kim-Maree Morwood, John 
Oxenham, Kane Fabish; Norma Haley, Lynda Hooker; Rosemary Richards, Pat Keinzley, Kim 
O’Conner and  St Mary’s parishioners Pam and John Denney, front row, far right. 
  



 

 



Drop Us A Note 
Our parish post box is in position at the rear of Peace Hall along with paper and pens. If 
you would like to get in touch with anyone from the Cathedral, make a suggestion, send 
an invitation, or report a concern, you can drop your, named, note in the box. Please 
note this is not a forum for anonymous complaints and only named notes will be read.  
 
Tainui Morning Tea 
On Saturday July 10th, 10.30-11.30am at Tainui Resthome Recreation room. An opportunity for our 
older folk to gather for company and conversation. All welcome. If you are coming for the first time, 
please notify Jen on 7583111 for catering purposes. 
 
Vaccination Phone Number 
When booking your Covid-19 vaccination please call the national 0800 number (0800 55 
11 30)  NOT the alternative phone number we published last week. Sorry for the 
confusion — we didn’t realise the local number wasn’t intended for the general public. 
 
A Quiet Morning in Oakura 
Be part of a sacred, quiet morning at St James Oakura on Saturday 24th July, 9am-
midday. There will be silent prayer, music, scripture reading, and reflection with a focus 
on listening to God as we journey through winter – a time when we and God’s creation 
refreshes.  Check out the flyer in this week’s E-ffervescence. To register or for more 
information please contact Heather Lofthouse 021617894 or heather1349@gmail.com.  
 
Communion Wine  
We will continue to offer communion wine to those worshipers who feel comfortable 
taking it. We will review this if New Plymouth moves up Alert Levels as per direction 
from the diocese. Please continue to respect everyone’s individual choice, recognising 
that we all have different circumstances and levels of comfort where Covid-19 is 
concerned. If you do decide to take the wine, as you sip, remember those who are 
unable to at present. 
 
Upcoming Organ recitals 
Tuesday 6 July @ 1.00pm — St Joseph’s Catholic Church, New Plymouth 
Thursday 15 July @ 12.15pm — Interim Cathedral 
Wednesday 28 July @ 11.30am — St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Stratford 
 
 

mailto:heather1349@gmail.com


  



 
 
Coming Up This Month... 

Organ recital: Tuesday 6 July @ 1.00pm — St Joseph’s Catholic Church, New Plymouth 
Mother Union Meeting: Wednesday 7 July @1.30pm — Peace Lounge 
Tainui Morning Tea: Saturday 10 July @10.30-11.30am — Tainui Rest Home Recreation 
Room 
Organ recital: Thursday 15 July @ 12.15pm — Interim Cathedral 
Organ recital: Wednesday 28 July @ 11.30am — St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 
Stratford 
175th Anniversary Elizabethan Feast: Friday 30th and Saturday 31st July @ 6pm — 
Peace Hall 
 
 
Looking forward…. 

Parish Forum: Sunday 29th August @11.30 — Peace Lounge  
175th Anniversay celebrations: Saturday 25 and Sunday 26 September — stay tuned 
for details 
175th Anniversay service: Wednesday 29 September — details TBC 
Parish Forum: Sunday 24 October @11.30 — Peace Lounge 
 
 
 
 

Got an upcoming event you’d like to tell the Parish about? 

Simply email michelle@taranakicathedral.org.nz with the details or call Jen in the office 
on 7583111. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:michelle@taranakicathedral.org.nz


Ezekiel 2:1-7 
He said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you. And when he 
spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him speaking 
to me. He said to me, Mortal, I am sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of 
rebels who have rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have transgressed 
against me to this very day. The descendants are impudent and stubborn. I am sending 
you to them, and you shall say to them, “Thus says the Lord God.” Whether they hear or 
refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house), they shall know that there has been a 
prophet among them. 
 
And you, O mortal, do not be afraid of them, and do not be afraid of their words, though 
briers and thorns surround you and you live among scorpions; do not be afraid of their 
words, and do not be dismayed at their looks, for they are a rebellious house. You shall 
speak my words to them, whether they hear or refuse to hear; for they are a rebellious 
house. 

 
 
 

Psalm 123 
To you I lift up my eyes, O you who are enthroned in the heavens! 

As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master, as the eyes of a maid to the 
hand of her mistress, so our eyes look to the Lord our God, until he has mercy upon us. 
Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us, for we have had more than enough 

of contempt. 
Our soul has had more than its fill of the scorn of those who are at ease, of the 

contempt of the proud. 
 
 
 
 
 



2 Corinthians 12:2-10 
I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—
whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows. And I know that such 
a person—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows— was 
caught up into Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal is 
permitted to repeat. On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not 
boast, except of my weaknesses. But if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be 
speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think better of me than 
what is seen in me or heard from me, even considering the exceptional character of the 
revelations. Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the 
flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too elated. Three 
times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, but he said to me, “My 
grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, I will boast all 
the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in 
me. Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and 
calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong. 

 
Mark 6:1-13 

He left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. On the 
sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. 
They said, “Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to 
him? What deeds of power are being done by his hands! Is not this the carpenter, the 
son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his 
sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets 
are not without honor, except in their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their 
own house.” And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a 
few sick people and cured them. And he was amazed at their unbelief. 
 
Then he went about among the villages teaching. He called the twelve and began to 
send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. He ordered 
them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in 
their belts; but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. He said to them, 
“Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. If any place will not 
welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on 
your feet as a testimony against them.” So they went out and proclaimed that all should 
repent. They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and 
cured them. 



SUNDAY JULY 4 
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time/Te Rātapu Tekau 

mā whā o He wā noa iho 

2 Sam 5:1-5,9-10      Ps 48  
2 Cor 12:2-10       Mark 6:1-13  
 
Morning Prayer:   Ps 57  
Deut 24:10–22   Acts 28:1-16 
 
Evening Prayer:    Ps [63],64  
Jer 20:1-11a   Rom 14:1-17  
    
MONDAY JULY 5 
Gen 28:10-end   Ps 91:1-10  
Matt 9:18-26  
 
Morning Prayer:     
Ps 98,(99,101)   Ezek 1:1-14  
2 Cor 1:1-14 
  
Evening Prayer:    Ps 105*(or 103)  
1 Sam 1:1-20   Luke 19:28-40  
 
TUESDAY  JULY 6 
Thomas More, Scholar, 1535 

Gen 32:22-end   Ps 17:1-8  
Matt 9:32-end  
 
Morning prayer:    Ps 106*(or 103)  
Ezek 1:15-2:2   2 Cor 1:15-2:4 
   
Evening prayer:   Ps 107*  
1 Sam 1:21-2:11  
Luke 19:41-end    
   
WEDNESDAY JULY 7 
Gen 41:55-end;   42:5-7,17-end  
Ps 33:1-4,17-end  Matt 10:1-7  

Morning prayer:     
Ps (110),111,(112)  
Ezek 2:3-3:11   2 Cor 2:5-end  
  
Evening prayer:    Ps 119:129-152  
1 Sam 2:12-26   Luke 20:1-8 
 
THURSDAY JULY 8 
Gen 44:18-21,23-29;  45:1-5  
Ps 105:11-17   Matt 10:7-15  
  
Morning Prayer:  Ps (113),115  
Ezek 3:12-end   2 Cor 3  
   
Evening Prayer:     
Ps (114),116,(117)  
1 Sam 2:27-end   Luke 20:9-19  
  
FRIDAY JULY 9 
Gen 46:1-7,28-30  Ps 37:3-6,27-28  
Matt 10:16-23  
 
Morning Prayer:    Ps 139  
Ezek 8    2 Cor 4    
    
Evening Prayer:   
Ps 130,(131),(137)  
1 Sam 3:1–4:1a   Luke 20:20-26  
  
SATURDAY JULY 10 
Gen 49:29-end; 50:15-25  
Ps 105:1-7    Matt 10:24-33 
  
Morning Prayer:   
Ps (120),121,(122)  Ezek 9   
2 Cor 5    
 
Evening Prayer:    Ps 118  
1 Sam 4:1b-end   Luke 20:27-40  


