
A New Routine 
February has been an intriguing month, with the 
arrival of Jay and family, staff returning to another 
year of excitement, and engaging in plans for the 
further development of the Cathedral not only as a 
physical space, but also in terms of theological and 
strategic planning.  
  
It has been very worthwhile for me to reflect on the 
year that has been and adjust my life to the ‘new 
normal’.  So this year I am going to be kinder to 
myself and my closest relationships by ensuring that 

time off is ‘in sync’ with my nearest and dearest.  The upshot is that I will continue 
with Monday as my ‘sabbath’ day of rest, but Tuesday will now become my reading 
and reflection day, which I will on the main spend at home (apart from our 
Archdeaconry Meetings every second month).  It also means that I am available more 
readily in the weekends, as they are ‘working days’.  Dan will continue to utilise 
Fridays and Saturdays for his time, and Jay is still in transition, and will use ‘flexitime’ 
until routines settle for him and his whanau. 
 
We also have a regular routine established for our Sunday services, in terms of 
personnel.  I will spend the first Sundays of the month offsite, visiting Parishes in the 
Archdeaconry (which is part of my role), while Dan will spend the third Sunday of the 
month in Central Taranaki.  Jay’s involvement in Parish worship will be less frequent, 
as his responsibilities lie in other areas of Cathedral life.  
 
Both Dan and I continue with university study this year- Dan will have finished his 
degree mid-year.  I am hoping to complete my post-
grad this year and continue with a Masters next.  My 
study is able to inform my role here, and has been 
extremely helpful- in fact transformative- in terms of my 
expertise and leadership.  
 
So that is us- for now.  I hope that information is useful 
to you.  There will be lots more emerging as the year 
continues. 
 
In the meantime please pray for us and we pray for you!  



Again and Again… Lent THREE 

What does it take to believe? 
Even as the gospels attempt to tell the same 
story, each has its own motivations. John’s 
gospel is invested in Jesus’ divine authority and 
kinship with God. The cleansing of the temple is 
only the second vignette in John’s narrative and 
shows Jesus disruptively asserting authority over 
temple activities. He upends the business of the 
sellers and money changers, objecting to these 
things happening in the temple (or perhaps at 
all).  
 

He’s effectively inciting a riot, and the religious leaders demand of him a sign to prove 
that he has any standing to do this. In John’s gospel, Jesus is divine and powerful, 
but doesn’t have to prove anything to anyone, particularly those who insist on being 
intransigent. He often rebuffs calls for signs and answers, choosing instead to turn 
the proverbial tables on the inquirer. We’ll see this happen again in the coming 
weeks’ readings as we stay in John. Remember, John identifies Jesus as the Word 
that has always been and through which all things were made. Since the Word has 
always been with us, it shouldn’t need to prove itself. It should already be familiar to 
us. We’ve been taught righteousness for generations. Failure to respond probably 
won’t be corrected by a sign. The Akan principle of Sankofa holds that it’s not wrong 
to go back to get what you need to move forward.  
 
Taking inventory of our life, where have we let other values encroach upon our 
spiritual identity? What everyday miracles and lessons do we need to revisit before 
we ask for new ones?  
 
Do we welcome the Saviour’s authority, even if it upends everything around us? 

Again and again, we are shown the way. 

May we fearlessly and with gratitude receive what we’ve already been given. 

 
Rev. T. Denise Anderson, Coordinator for Racial and Intercultural Justice with the 

Presbyterian Mission Agency, and former Co-moderator of the 222nd General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 



The Cross Remains  

 Confession: I have a problem with 
the image of the cross. Early 
Christians expressed their identity 
subversively with a fish or an anchor, 
but once Christianity became the 
official religion of the Roman Empire, 
the cross emerged as the 
predominant Christian symbol.  
 
My struggle with the cross is 
connected to my rejection of state-
sanctioned violence. It is after all an 
empirical torture device.  
 
In my desire to reject the empire’s 
visual identification of the movement 
of Jesus, a symbol that has also been 
co-opted for questionable purposes 

in American culture, I have denied the cross as a marker of my identity with Christ.  
 
As I have spent more time in reflection, however, I think this rejection could be an 
indication of my privilege. It is convenient for me to identify with more comfortable, 
rosy images of Christianity while turning away from the anguish Christ suffered at the 
hands of earthly power. It’s easier for me to protest the cross than it is to try and 
more fully understand the ugliness of the oppression he endured.  
 
For those who know injustice intimately, the cross can be an image of profound 
identification with Jesus, the one who endured unspeakable agony and rose again. On 
the wall next to my front door hangs a resurrection cross created by a Mexican 
artisan. I love it so much because you almost can’t see the cross for the flowers. It 
serves as a reminder to me that death does not have the final word. I drew this 
image as I attempted to obscure the cross with blooming irises, a flower that 
represents wisdom and strength.  
 
Ultimately, in the negative space, the cross remains.  
 

by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman 
Inspired by 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
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Overturn  

 
In 1965, my grandfather moved his family 
of six to Birmingham, AL, to become the 
new senior pastor of First Presbyterian 
Church. Situated downtown, First Pres sits 
only a few blocks away from 16th Street 
Baptist Church, the site of the 1963 
bombing attack by white supremacists who 
killed four young girls. Earlier that same 
year, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
addressed eight prominent white clergy in 
his now famous “Letter from Birmingham 
Jail.” My grandfather’s predecessor was 
one of those clergy. They prompted King’s 
famous letter by requesting he appeal to 
law and order. In essence they said to 
him:  
 
“We agree with your movement, but your 
methods are too harsh. The 
demonstrations are destructive and 
causing too much backlash. You’re bringing 

agitators into our city. Wait for a better time and negotiate gently.” 
 
This is the context in which my grandfather began his ministry with First Pres. While 
he helped the church change their policy to become open to worshipers of all races (a 
process that undoubtedly required much moral fortitude), I wonder how often he, too, 
felt the urge of his predecessor and the other white clergy who had written to Dr. 
King. I wonder how often he preferred for justice to happen slowly, gently, and in an 
orderly manner. I think often about how that urge lives in me too. In this image, I 
wanted to freeze-frame the destruction Jesus ignites, forcing us as viewers to focus 
on the process of dismantling and destroying an oppressive system. For those who 
willingly or unwillingly benefit from systems of oppression, it may feel threatening and 
terrifying to see them all come tumbling down. But for those held within the 
unrelenting grip of injustice, it must be completely and utterly liberating. 
 
Again and again, Jesus shows us that his movement is about overturning systems of 
oppression to bring forth God’s beloved community on earth. Again and again, 
liberation movements throughout history pursue this same goal. Will we join Jesus in 
the overturning, or like the disciples, question his methods? 

by Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity 
Inspired by John 2:13-22 



Meditation of the Week- Lent THREE 
 
 

Flipping Tables 
 

I woke up and realised I was sitting at a table that oppression built. 

The patriarchy made the food. 

Cheap labour sewed the table cloth. 

The guest list was exclusive. 

Fear was the host. 

And the people seemed happy, 

But the food tasted awful. 

Because milk and honey 

Are reserved for God’s promised day. 

So hold onto your silverware, 

Because now that I see it, 

I can’t unsee. 

This table is about to be flipped. 

 
  



 
Readers Needed 
A number of readers are required for two services – 10 am Sunday 28 March and /or 
8 pm Thursday 1 April.  The 10 am involves reading as a particular character, the 
8pm a bible reading. Please let Jacqui know if you are interested in participating in 
either/both. 
 
Conflict & Consolidation  
A group from St Mary’s will be attending this 3-day multi-event commemoration of 
the start of the NZ land wars on March 16th, 17th and 18th – we would love for you to 
join us for some/all of it. We’ll be emailing out details soon but in the meantime you 
can see the schedule HERE.  
 
ALT_Mary:Lent 
If we move back to Level One by this Sunday (March 7th), then the first of three 
ALT_Mary:Lent gatherings – which had to be postponed last week – will go ahead at 
the earlier time of 7pm in the Hatherly Hall. Join Dan, Mai and the team as they share 
food, engage with art, poetry, film and music, and reflect, pray and discuss taking up 
our own crosses and living Christ's way of love & liberation. 
 
Community Café gifts $3k 
The café has just donated $1,000 to each of these extremely worthy charities; 
Barnardos NZ, Unicef Pacific’s Cyclone Harold appeal and Médecins Sans Frontières 
(Doctors Without Borders). Thanks to all of you who support the Community Café 
with your time and patronage.  
 
Age Concern Seek Enthusiastic 65+ Leader 
Age Concern Taranaki is looking for an volunteer to peer lead the established (chair 
based) Strength and Balance exercise class designed for over 65 year olds. The time 
commitment is approx 1.5 hours each Tuesday. Training and support will be given. 
Contact Jennifer in the Office for more information. 
 
Level 2 Services 
A reminder that at Level 2 all of our regular weekend and week day services continue. 
We will adhere to all Level 2 guidelines re: physical distancing, checking in, hygiene 
etc and ask that you do too if you visit us. 
 

https://www.taranakicathedral.org.nz/uploads/riri_me_te_Raukura%20PDF.pdf


 



Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to 
him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my 
covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” Then 
Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 
“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of 
nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I 
have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly 
fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 
God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah 
shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will 
bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 
 
 

Psalm 22: 16- end 
You who fear the Lord, praise him! All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him; stand in 

awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 

For he did not despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted; he did not hide his face 
from me, but heard when I cried to him. 

From you comes my praise in the great congregation; my vows I will pay before those 
who fear him. 

The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the Lord. May 
your hearts live forever! 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; and all the families of 
the nations shall worship before him. 

For dominion belongs to the Lord, and he rules over the nations. 

To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; before him shall bow all 
who go down to the dust, and I shall live for him. 

Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord, 

and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying that he has done it. 

 

 



Romans 4:13-25 

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For 
the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. For this 
reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to 
those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, 
“I have made you the father of many nations”) —in the presence of the God in whom 
he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not 
exist. Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many 
nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” He 
did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good 
as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the 
barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of 
God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced 
that God was able to do what he had promised. Therefore his faith “was reckoned to 
him as righteousness.” 
 
Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, but for 
ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from 
the dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our 
justification. 

 
Mark 9:2-10 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes 
became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there 
appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to 
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, 
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not know what to say, for they were 
terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, 
“This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” Suddenly when they looked around, they 
saw no one with them anymore, but only Jesus. 
 
As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what 
they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. So they kept the 
matter to themselves, questioning what this rising from the dead could mean. 

 



 
SUNDAY 7 
3rd Sunday in Lent/Te Rātapu Tuatoru o 
Rēneti 
Exodus 20:1-17  Ps 19  
1 Cor 1:18-25  John 2:13-22  
 
Morning Prayer:   Ps 18:1-25  
Jer 38   Phil 1:1-26   
 
Evening Prayer:   Ps 11,12  
Exod 5:1–6:1  Phil 3:4b-14    
  
MONDAY  8 
2 Kgs 5:1-15  Ps 42:1-2; 43:1-4  
Luke 4:24-30  
 
Morning Prayer:  Ps 5,(7)  
Jer 11:1-17        John 7:37-52  
   
Evening Prayer:  Ps (11),17  
Gen 47:1-27  
Heb 4:14-5:10    
      
TUESDAY  9 
Song of the Three 2,11-20  
Ps 25:3-10   Matt 18:21-end  
 
Morning prayer:   Ps (6),9  
Jer 11:18-12:6  John 7:53-8:11  
  
Evening prayer:  Ps (61,62),64  
Gen 47:28-48:end  
Heb 5:11-6:12     
 
WEDNESDAY 10 
Deut 4:1,5-9  Ps 147:11-end  
Matt 5:17-19  
 
Morning prayer:  Ps 38  
Jer 13:1-11        John 8:12-30  
  
Evening prayer:  Ps (36),39  
Gen 49:1-32       Heb 6:13-end    

  
   
THURSDAY 11  
Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, Teacher of 
the Faith, 604 
Jer 7:23-28  Ps 95:1-2,6-end  
Luke 11:14-23  
 
Morning Prayer:   Ps 56,(57)  
Jer 14   John 8:31-47    
   
Evening Prayer:   Ps 59,(60)  
Gen 49:33–50:end  
Heb 7:1-10    
 
FRIDAY 12 
Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, Teacher of 
the Faith, 604 
Hosea 14   Ps 81:6-10,13,16  
Mark 12:28-34  
 
Morning Prayer:   Ps 22  
Jer 15:10-end  John 8:48-end    
   
Evening Prayer  Ps 69  
Exod 1:1-14  Heb 7:11-end    
  
  
SATURDAY 13 
Hos 5:15-6:6  Ps 51:1-2,16-end  
Luke 18:9-14  
 
Morning Prayer:   Ps 31  
Jer 16:10-17:4  John 9:1-17    
   
Evening Prayer:   Ps 116,(130)  
Exod 1:22-2:10  Heb 8   
  
  
 


