
 

Lean Into Hope  

 

Tēnā koutou katoa, in light of Covid-19 
arriving in Ngāmotu/New Plymouth, this 
Sunday's services are cancelled (see 
notice below for all the details). Just when 
you thought we had a plan, more change, 
more uncertainty but, perhaps, more 
opportunity for God to move.  
  
In our Sunday gospel this week we read 
about the birth of John, his naming, and of 
the song of praise that burst forth from 
Zechariah about his son. While our 

reading focuses on the joy and excitement of Zechariah and Elizabeth, and their 
friends and family (which are super important) it’s important to remember the 
context. Elizabeth was unable to bear children. Zechariah was unable to speak for the 
term of Elizabeth’s pregnancy. Out of difficulty, barrenness, and silence, God acted 
and new life was birthed.  
 
As we continue to journey through Advent, as we, together, live through these 
strange times, may we take heart and lean into hope, may we wait expectantly, today 
might be the day that God acts. If not today, maybe tomorrow. If not tomorrow, 
someday. Hold on, wait, ache, cry and hope, because if Advent has anything to tell us 
it is that it is out of the darkness that God has come, God is coming, and God will 
come again and make all things new. 
 
As we look to the weeks ahead, please take special note of the notice about what life 
will look for us head at the Taranaki Cathedral in light of our diocese policy around 
holding church services under “Orange” in the new “Traffic Light System.” If you have 
questions and concerns please don’t hesitate to contact Dean Jay or me. 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

December 3rd 2021 



 
Laying the Foundation | Peace 

 
In this image, Zechariah holds his baby 
boy. He speaks a blessing, a berakah.⁸ 
For his neighbours, he answers the 
question, “What then will this child 
become?” (v. 66). The intimate love of 
a father with his newborn son is 
captured in this pose. Patterns of 
water pour over John’s little shirt. 
Zechariah sees what his son will 
become and begins to speak his future 
into being from the start. As dawn 
breaks over Zechariah’s shoulder, his 
prophecy foretells God coming into the 
world—of light dawning in weary 
spaces. 
 
Zechariah relents. God has made Her 
statement. He could not speak until he 
de-cantered himself from the story. He 
gives the name that Elizabeth has 

been called to give. Zechariah’s willingness to hear the call is the action in this 
moment. Traditionally, he would give his first born son his own name. His neighbours 
are shocked by the name he chooses to give, by the prophecy, by his being able to 
speak again. By removing his own personal and family legacy from the picture, he is 
truly able to give way to the greater narrative that God is calling him to participate in. 
 
This is an incredible moment of humility. As I created this image, I asked God’s help 
in identifying where I can step out of the way to forward Her vision for this weary 
world. She knows. Her work is greater than my legacy. 
 
Take a prayerful pause: Breathe deeply as you gaze upon the image above. 
Imagine placing yourself in this scene. What do you see? How do you feel? Get quiet 
and still, offering a silent or spoken prayer to God. 
 
 

Berakah by Hannah Garrity 
Inspired by Luke 1:57-80 



 
 

Meditation of the Week 
 

Words for the beginning 
 

 
If I could give you words 

for the very beginning— 

for the stretches 

and the yawns, 

and the opening of eyes, 

for the first hiccups, 

and the first smiles, 

and the first purse of your lips, 

I would say, 

“Oh, dear child, 

how you are loved.” 

 

But the thing about love 

is you can’t stop there, 

so I would go on to say, 

“You are strong, 

stronger than you think. 

And you are not alone— 

look at these parents 

who adore you 

and these doctors and 

nurses fighting for you. 

And you are enough, 

already enough. 

You haven’t done anything yet. 

You’ve just been here, 

breathing, 

sleeping, 

and already, you are enough. 

And then I might say, 

“This world is a mess, 

but it is your home, 

and you can make it better, 

so always try to make it better. 

And maybe most important 

of all: 

there is a love 

that is bigger than 

my understanding, 

that moves through 

this world, 

and I call that love God. 

And that love is here, 

here in this room, 

and that love knows 

your name by heart.” 

 

Those are the words 

I would say to you 

as you stretch and yawn 

and open your eyes 

on the very first morning 

of your very first day. 

Let that be your foundation, 

like Zechariah did for John. 

Let love be your beginning. 

 

Poem by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed 



In-Person Worship In The Covid-19 Protection Framework 
 
Aotearoa is now using the Covid-19 Protection Framework or “Traffic Light System”. 
No doubt you will be coming to terms with what this means for many aspects of your 
life. The following breaks down how things will play out at Taranaki Cathedral.  
 
Before we start though, we want to be clear that we support your individual right to 
choose. Unvaccinated people are still very welcome to be part of our parish. However, 
because of the nature of the COVID-19 virus and in order to protect all our 
parishioners – the vaccinated and unvaccinated – we will be using the Vaccine Pass 
system for in-person gatherings at Taranaki Cathedral. 
 
In-Person Services Moving Forward 
We will be implementing a new system that will enable in-person services to continue 
to go ahead at all colours of the traffic light. This means that to attend Sunday 
morning worship from December 12th onwards you will need to: 

• Show your Vaccine Pass to attend in-person services. 

• Record your visit (via your tracer app or the usual sign-in sheet). 

• Practice Social Distancing 

• Follow all usual Public Health advice (frequent handwashing/sanitising, staying home if 

unwell etc) 

• We strongly encourage you to continue wearing your mask.  

 
We acknowledge there will be mixed reactions to this information. For some, it will 
elicit a sense of relief, for others sadness and frustration. These are difficult times, no 
system or plan is perfect — but we are doing our best, with the information at hand, 
to be sensible, protect the vulnerable and work for the common good. If you do have 
any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Dean Jay or Revd Dan. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Jay, Dan, and The Taranaki Cathedral Team 
 

 



Some FAQs 
 

When Does the Traffic Light System start? 
At 11:59pm on Thursday 2nd December (effectively Friday 3rd December) Taranaki 
will move to “Orange” in the new Covid-19 Protection Framework. 
 
Why are we choosing to be part of the Vaccine Pass system? 
Diocesan guidelines (read them HERE) mean that moving forward anyone who comes 
to any Taranaki Cathedral/Mere Tapu event (including services) will need to show 
their Vaccine Pass. The Vaccine Pass system has many benefits including: 

- It protects both vaccinated and unvaccinated members of our community. 
- It means that during “Green” and “Orange” times we do not have any gathering 

size limits and can reintroduce many beloved elements of worship including 
singing and hospitality. 

 
So it’s a return to normal then? 
No. While running vaccinated events allows us significantly more freedom, we must 
remain vigilant and take proactive steps to protect ourselves, our neighbours, and our 
community, particularly the vulnerable amongst us, e.g., the continued wearing of 
masks is strongly encouraged 
 
Why isn’t Eucharist being offered? 
For the remainder of Advent we will continue with Services of the Word on Sunday 
mornings. The return of the Eucharist to our services is being discussed and 
considered. Please be patient while we work things through. As always, our decision 
is contingent on protecting the vulnerable, Government and Diocesan rules, and the 
unfolding situation on the ground 
 
Can Cathedral and Parish groups run events with both vaccinated and 
unvaccinated people? 
We are thinking through how best to serve and meets the needs of our unvaccinated 
whanau. There is provision to run events outside the Vaccine Pass system. However, 
special permission needs to be obtained from the Diocese. Email 
jennifer@taranakicathedral.org.nz to find out more and begin the process. 
 
How can I get a Vaccine Pass? 
1. Online at mycovidrecord.health.nz 
2. By calling 0800 222 478.  
3. At a pharmacy offering COVID-19 vaccinations. 

https://www.wtanglican.nz/site_files/19978/upload_files/2021.11.30DiocesanCovidProtectionFrameworkGuidanceweb.pdf?dl=1
mailto:jennifer@taranakicathedral.org.nz


This is a lot! What does this all mean?  
Put simply, after this Sunday bring your Vaccine Pass (printed or an electronic copy) 
when you visit us. People will be at the door to check your pass and welcome you. 
 
To finish it is worth reminding ourselves of the principles that having been 
guiding the diocese and ourselves as we try to navigate these times. They 
are: 

• We are a family in God who are followers of Christ – our strength comes from 
our commitment to one another. 

• We care for our neighbour, especially the most vulnerable. 
• We express our gratitude to God for being able to gather when so many in 

the world cannot. 
• We keep it simple. We begin with what we know we can manage, and 

gradually expand from there. 
• We are kind, tolerant, and patient towards each other, especially people 

feeling particularly vulnerable or those who hold different views from you. 
 

What’s Happening at Mere Tapu? 
 
Dean Jay has posted a video update on a dedicated Te Manu Hononga page on 
Facebook (click HERE or search @SirPaulReevesCentre on Facebook to like and follow 
the awesome mahi unfolding at Taranaki Cathedral). If you don’t Facebook then you 
can watch it HERE instead. 
 
For anyone who missed it, you can read more about the kaupapa HERE in last 
weekend’s Daily News article featuring Dean Jay and Damon Ritai from mana whenua 
Ngāti Te Whiti . While there were some small errors in the story it is great to be 
sharing the vision for Mere Tapu with people outside our Parish. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/SirPaulReevesCentre/videos/881457185882139
https://youtu.be/QlAOz6l1wBw
https://www.stuff.co.nz/pou-tiaki/300457812/taranaki-cathedrals-journey-to-reconciliation-continues-despite-covid-cost-increases


NO Sunday Service This Weekend (Dec 5th) 
In the past 24 hours positive COVID-19 cases have been identified in areas where 
Taranaki Cathedral kamahi live. As this is a developing situation, with contact tracing 
still underway to identify locations of interest, we believe it is prudent to cancel this 
weekend's in-person services. We are hopeful that we will be able to gather again 
next weekend. You can find more information about how we are planning to safely 
continue in-person services moving forward HERE. 
 
This Sunday an online offering will be available via  Facebook  and  YouTube. 
 
Summer Carillon Series Starts Sunday 
This summer’s series of free recitals on The Kibby Carillon on Pūkākā/Marsland Hill 
begins this Sunday and will continue on Sunday the 12th and 19th. There will be three 
performances in the lead up to Christmas (Wednesday 22nd, Thursday 23rd and Friday 
24th). Further recitals will take place throughout January.  All performances begin at 
12.00pm and run for approximately 
45mins. 
 
Peace Hall carpark closed 
tomorrow 
A reminder that Foodbank will be 
using ourt carpark tomorrow for their 
annual Christmas donation drive – 
which is being run as a drop-off event 
this year. 
 
Printed copies 
If someone you know doesn’t have 
email and would like a printed copy of 
this newsletter, let Jen in the office 
know and she will arrange for it to be 
ready for collection at the back of the 
Interim Cathedral after Sunday 
services or from the office (weekdays 
10am-2pm). 
 
 
 
 

https://www.taranakicathedral.org.nz/blog/life-taranaki-cathedral-under-covid19-protection-framework/
https://www.facebook.com/TaranakiCathedral/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5YCtyPu6c0E


 
 

 
Baruch 5:1-9 

Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, 
    and put on for ever the beauty of the glory from God. 
 Put on the robe of the righteousness from God; 
    put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting. 
 For God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven. 
 For your name will for ever be called by God, 
    “Peace of righteousness and glory of godliness.” 
 Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height 
    and look toward the east, 
and see your children gathered from west and east, 
    at the word of the Holy One, 
    rejoicing that God has remembered them. 
For they went forth from you on foot, 
    led away by their enemies; 
but God will bring them back to you, 
    carried in glory, as on a royal throne. 
For God has ordered that every high mountain  
 and the everlasting hills be made low 
    and the valleys filled up, to make level ground, 
    so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. 
The woods and every fragrant tree 
    have shaded Israel at God’s command. 
 For God will lead Israel with joy, 
    in the light of his glory, 
    with the mercy and righteousness that come from him. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Luke 1:68-79 
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 

    for he has visited and redeemed his people 
     and has raised up a horn of salvation for us 

    in the house of his servant David, 
     as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 

     that we should be saved from our enemies 

    and from the hand of all who hate us; 
    to show the mercy promised to our fathers 

    and to remember his holy covenant, 

the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 

that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 

might serve him without fear, 

in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 

    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 

to give knowledge of salvation to his people 

    in the forgiveness of their sins, 

because of the tender mercy of our God, 

    whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 

to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

    to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Phil 1:3-11 
 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine 
for you all making my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the 
gospel from the first day until now. And I am sure of this, that he who began a 
good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. It is right 
for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you 
are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defence 
and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all 
with the affection of Christ Jesus. And it is my prayer that your love may 
abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may 
approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of 
Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to 
the glory and praise of God. 
 
 
 

Luke 3:1-6 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being 
governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip 
tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of 
Abilene,  during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God 
came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. And he went into all the 
region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the 
prophet, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,[a] 
    make his paths straight.  

Every valley shall be filled, 
    and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall become straight, 
    and the rough places shall become level ways, 
 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+3%3A1-6+&version=ESVUK#fen-ESVUK-25021a


SUNDAY 5 December 
2nd Sunday of Advent/Te Rātapu Tuarua o te 
Haerenga Mai 
Baruch 5:1-9   Luke 1:68-79  
Phil 1:3-11    Luke 3:1-6  
 
Morning Prayer:    Ps 80  
Isa 64:1-7    Matt 11:2-11  
    
Evening Prayer:    Ps 75,(76)  
Isa 40:1-11   Luke 1:1-25  
  
  
MONDAY 6 December 
Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, c.342 
Isa 35    Ps 85:7-end  
Luke 5:17-26  
 
Morning Prayer:    Ps 44  
Isa 30:1-18   Matt 14:1-12  
  
Evening Prayer:   Ps 144,(146)  
Isa 45:14-end   1 Thess 1  
  
 
TUESDAY 7 December 
Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, Teacher of the Faith, 
397 
Isa 40:1-11   Ps 96:1,10-end  
Matt 18:12-14  
 
Morning prayer:    Ps 56,(57)  
Isa 30:19-end   Matt 14:13-end  
   
Evening prayer:    Ps 11,(12,13)  
Isa 46    1 Thess 2:1-12  
 
   
WEDNESDAY 8 December 
Richard Baxter, Priest, Theologian, 1691 
Isa 40:25-end   Ps 103:8-13  
Matt 11:28-end  
 

 
Morning prayer:    Ps 62,(63)  
Isa 31    Matt 15:1-20  
    
Evening prayer:    Ps 10,(14)  
1 Thess 2:13-end  Isa 47 
  
  
THURSDAY 9 December 
Holy Men of the Old Testament 
Isa 41:13-20   Ps 145:1,8-13  
Matt 11:11-15  
 
Morning Prayer:  Ps (53),54,(60)  
Isa 32    Matt 15:21-28  
  
Evening Prayer:    Ps 73  
Isa 48:1-11   1 Thess 3  
 
  
FRIDAY 10 December 
Thomas Merton, Spiritual Writer, 1968  
Isa 48:17-19   Ps 1  
Matt 11:16-19  
  
Morning Prayer:   Ps (85),86  
Isa 33:1-22   Matt 15:29-end  
   
Evening Prayer:    Ps (82),90  
Isa 48:12-end   1 Thess 4:1-12   
 
    
SATURDAY 11 December 
Octavius Hadfield, Bishop, 1904 
Sirach 48:1-4,9-11  
Ps 80:1-3,17-18   Matt 17:10-13  
 
Morning prayer:  Ps 145  
Isa 35    Matt 16:1-12  
 
Evening Prayer:  Ps (93),94  
1 Thess 4:13-end  Isa 49:1-13 
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