Change, Change, Change
I have been reflecting on the work of Ronald Heifetz, who maintains that we live in times
of “great opportunity and great transition”. As a society in general we find ourselves
engaging with a plurality of cultures, thoughts, systems of values and new economic
opportunities, the need for sustainability and new understandings of interdependency.
These factors have been exacerbated with the advent of Covid 19 and the impact it has had
and will continue to have on our global realities.

Coupled with such ‘macro’ transitions, our
church community has withstood numerous
transitions over the last ten years, including
the loss of your beautiful sacred space, which
holds many precious memories and moments
for many of you; the transition from parish to
cathedral and all the ramifications that has
created; a four year sojourn in a temporary
hall; three Interim Deans during the last four
years, and the onerous and on-going task of
fundraising.

Into that complex mix I can also add the loss of identity caused by mainline church
decline, which has been occurring in New Zealand since the 1960’s, and every person’s
individual experiences of change during this time.

Change, especially change that is unexpected or unwanted, is not simply a matter of
‘getting over’. As Heifletz contends, such change involves the loss of much that is
precious, including a sense of personal identity. He considers that it is important for
leaders to listen carefully and empathize with all the ways that such loss is expressed and
recognize their own personal responses. Change which represents loss can be painful for
many and must not be minimized or underestimated.

For myself, I pray that I can humbly walk with you, and listen carefully to your stories as I
get to know this community in increasing depth. I also hope that together we can gather
prayerfully in our (albeit temporary) sacred space in ways that do not seek to minimize the
magnitude of the impact of so much change in a short time, but rather inspire a spirituality
which will continue to lead to healing and a confidence, trust and pride in ourselves, our
relationship with God and our life going forward in this city. In this way, we will continue
to thrive as a community together, carrying forward from the past what is best, and
continuing to carry forward and sustain what is precious…trusting in God who despite all
odds will bring the world around right!

Living in changing times…
Where is God in our struggles?
(an excerpt from this Sunday’s message)
Our Genesis reading on Sunday demonstrates an alternative view of God and God’s relationship to
us in the midst of the struggles of change- and not a very comfortable one, either. The mysterious
nature of Jacob’s struggle with ‘the man’ has
led to many struggles over this ancient story.
Who is ‘the man’ Jacob struggles with? Is it
his brother Esau, zapping himself onto the
scene for a bit of brotherly revenge? Or the
shadow of Jacob’s father? Maybe it’s not a
‘man’ at all, instead a river demon or an
avenging angel? Or could it be God? A God
in disguise, a vulnerable God who begs to be
let go? By remaining unnamed, ‘the man’ could be any of them, or all of them.
I too, have struggled with this story. And the only way I can make sense of it is if I understand that
Jacob is actually struggling with himself. Jacob is struggling with change. As he prepares to face the
past and take on a new life in the land of his birth he is facing all of fears, his hurt – himself. And God
is there with him.
It’s difficult to comprehend, isn’t it? The story of two men wrestling seems much simpler than this
deep psychological drama. But reading the story this way has provided me with what could be some
answers to my struggle to find God in the midst of changing times. I invite you to struggle along with
me as I retell the story of Jacob from this perspective – where Jacob,
facing his own changing times, struggles with himself. And where God identifies with Jacob and
struggles, not against him, but alongside him…

Meditation of the Week!
Jacob was alone by the river Jabbok;
it was growing dark
as a man stepped from the shadows
and wrestled with him until daybreak.
We may often find ourselves alone
by our own river Jabboks,
struggling to win through,
fighting to keep going.
Wrestling with our fears,
with our doubts and uncertainties,
with our questions and lack of answers,
with our past and our future.
In the lonely places,
on the paths of shadows,
in the times when we have nothing to distract us
from ourselves.
Wrestling to be the people
we wish we could be.
Wrestling with the realities,
with the lack of splendour in everyday life.
Jacob wrestled until daybreak,
and as the wrestling went on
he realised he was struggling with God.
The God who was doing his best to bring change.
Jacob walked away with a limp
and a brand new name.
He had become - “one who wrestles”.
And to this day, the wrestling goes on…
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Patronal Festival & AGM Sunday August 16
August 16th is shaping up to be a full morning. Our Patronal Festival will combine our
two usual morning services into one, beginning at 9 am.

Afterwards there will be a cup of tea before the AGM starts at 10.30. An enticing
soup lunch will follow!

The AGM’s agenda will be circulated next Sunday (August 9). Please read the
information in advance (it will be tabled as read at the meeting). If you have
questions or queries, reach out to the report writer before the 16th. The AGM is an
opportunity to celebrate the past year, not a forum for airing opinions or requesting
clarifications.

A Weekly Cuppa With Jacqui
Each Friday between 10am and 12.30pm, Jacqui will be making herself available for a
cuppa and a chat in the Hatherley Hall. Pop in and get to know our Dean better (and
let her get to know you and our community more). She is ready, willing and waiting
for some engaging conversation!
Jacqui is also available outside these times for anyone wanting to talk with her. Phone
Jennifer in the office to find a time that suits.

Interim Cathedral Dedicated Sacred Space
We are delighted that the Interim Cathedral is now a dedicated sacred space. As we
no longer have outside groups using hall, we don’t have to move chairs before and
after each service (yah!). We also we no longer employ a cleaner to look after the
Peace Hall, Lounge and kitchen. This means we all need to take responsibility for

tidying up after ourselves and leaving things as we found them. Your help with this is
greatly appreciated.

Key Audit
If you currently have a key for any of our spaces, please let Jennifer in the office
know so she can make a record of it. It is imperative for the safety and security of
our staff and volunteers (and property) that we know exactly who has access to our
buildings.

Men’s Breakfast
The Men’s Breakfast group has now been gathering monthly, for just over a year now.
During that time, we have enjoyed good fellowship, great breakfasts, and have
participated in lively discussions, led by a bevy of wonderful speakers, from both
within the Parish and the wider city community.

Our next breakfast is coming up on August 15th and we’d love to see any Parish men
who can make it.
15th August 7:30am ( and every 3rd Saturday in the month) in the Peace Lounge.
Cost pp: $10.00. We will have a Speaker at this meeting..
Please RSVP to Dan Lander 022 031 1513 or Jennifer in the Office 027 702 7993 so
we know how many to cater for.

Upcoming Organ Recitals
Tues 4 August @ 1.00pm - Organ Recital - St Joseph’s Catholic Church NP
Thurs 20 August @ 12.15pm - Taranaki Interim Cathedral
Wed 26 August @ 11.15am - Wesley Memorial Church, Hāwera

Hymn Lecture
On Wednesday 5th August @ 11.30am join Music Director Christopher Luke for a
Hymn Lecture on "Be thou my vision” at Taranaki Interim Cathedral.

Dan’s Desk
Working for reconciliation, peace and
meaningful partnership in our rohe(district)
Tēnā koutou e te whānau,
As you may or may not
know, the New Plymouth
District Council voted
to establish a Māori
Ward for our rohe
(district). The
decision made by NPDC
is good news and an
essential step in
working toward peace
and reconciliation and
becoming better Treaty
partners in our
community. Peace and
reconciliation work is
vital to us as members
of the Community of the
Cross of Nails and in light of our call as followers of Jesus
to embody the love, justice and hope of God in the world. As
occurred six years ago, there is likely to be some backlash.
Being educated on the issues relating to Māori Wards and their
importance is essential if we are to play our part in building
a better Taranaki. Local group Kina Convos is producing
resources to help us have those prickly conversations around

the Māori Ward, and do it with love and kindness. You can
check out their awesome mahi (work) on Facebook here
- https://www.facebook.com/kinaconvos and Instagram here
- https://www.instagram.com/kinaconvos/
One final note, all of the above
assumes that our Taranaki
Cathedral whānua are in support of
the Māori Ward, that may not be
the case. If you have questions or
concerns (there are no silly
questions here), want to know
more, or have a chat, please drop
me (Dan) an email
at dan@taranakicathedral.org.nz or
give me a call. I would love to
talk.
Kia tau te rangimārie ki a koutou (Peace be with you all).
Dan

Genesis 32:3-31
Jacob sent messengers before him to his brother Esau in the land of Seir, the country

3

of Edom, 4instructing them, “Thus you shall say to my lord Esau: Thus says your
servant Jacob, ‘I have lived with Laban as an alien, and stayed until now; 5and I have
oxen, donkeys, flocks, male and female slaves; and I have sent to tell my lord, in
order that I may find favor in your sight.’“ 6The messengers returned to Jacob,
saying, “We came to your brother Esau, and he is coming to meet you, and four
hundred men are with him.” 7Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed; and he
divided the people that were with him, and the flocks and herds and camels, into two
companies, 8thinking, “If Esau comes to the one company and destroys it, then the
company that is left will escape.”
9And

Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, O Lord

who said to me, ‘Return to your country and to your kindred, and I will do you good,’
10I

am not worthy of the least of all the steadfast love and all the faithfulness that you

have shown to your servant, for with only my staff I crossed this Jordan; and now I
have become two companies.

11Deliver

me, please, from the hand of my brother,

from the hand of Esau, for I am afraid of him; he may come and kill us all, the
mothers with the children.

12Yet

you have said, ‘I will surely do you good, and make

your offspring as the sand of the sea, which cannot be counted because of their
number.’“
So he spent that night there, and from what he had with him he took a present for his
brother Esau, two hundred female goats and twenty male goats, two hundred ewes
and twenty rams, thirty milch camels and their colts, forty cows and ten bulls, twenty
female donkeys and ten male donkeys. These he delivered into the hand of his
servants, every drove by itself, and said to his servants, “Pass on ahead of me, and
put a space between drove and drove.” He instructed the foremost, “When Esau my
brother meets you, and asks you, ‘To whom do you belong? Where are you going?
And whose are these ahead of you?’ then you shall say, ‘They belong to your servant
Jacob; they are a present sent to my lord Esau; and moreover he is behind us.’“ He
likewise instructed the second and the third and all who followed the droves, “You
shall say the same thing to Esau when you meet him, and you shall say, ‘Moreover

your servant Jacob is behind us.’“ For he thought, “I may appease him with the
present that goes ahead of me, and afterwards I shall see his face; perhaps he will
accept me.” So the present passed on ahead of him; and he himself spent that night
in the camp. The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his
eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them
across the stream, and likewise everything that he had.
Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. When the man saw
that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip
was put out of joint as he wrestled with him.

26Then

he said, “Let me go, for the day

is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.”
to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.”

28Then

27So

he said

the man said, “You shall

no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans,
and have prevailed.”

29Then

Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he

said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him.

30So

Jacob called

the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is
preserved.”

31The

sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.

Psalm 17
Hear a just cause, O Lord; attend to my cry; give ear to my prayer from lips
free of deceit.
From you let my vindication come; let your eyes see the right.
If you try my heart, if you visit me by night, if you test me, you will find no
wickedness in me; my mouth does not transgress.
As for what others do, by the word of your lips I have avoided the ways of
the violent.
My steps have held fast to your paths; my feet have not slipped.
I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God; incline your ear to me, hear
my words.
Wondrously show your steadfast love, O saviour of those who seek refuge
from their adversaries at your right hand.
Guard me as the apple of the eye; hide me in the shadow of your wings,
from the wicked who despoil me, my deadly enemies who surround me.

They close their hearts to pity; with their mouths they speak arrogantly.
They track me down; now they surround me; they set their eyes to cast me
to the ground.
They are like a lion eager to tear, like a young lion lurking in ambush.
Rise up, O Lord, confront them, overthrow them! By your sword deliver my
life from the wicked, from mortals—by your hand, O Lord— from mortals
whose portion in life is in this world. May their bellies be filled with what you
have stored up for them; may their children have more than enough; may
they leave something over to their little ones.
As for me, I shall behold your face in righteousness; when I awake I shall be
satisfied, beholding your likeness.

Romans 9:1-5
I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the
Holy Spirit— I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish
that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people,
my kindred according to the flesh. They are Israelites, and to them belong the
adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the
promises; to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh,
comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.

Matthew 14:13-21
Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by
himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns.
When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and
cured their sick. When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a
deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go
into the villages and buy food for themselves.” Jesus said to them, “They need not go
away; you give them something to eat.” They replied, “We have nothing here but five
loaves and two fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the
crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up
to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the
disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled; and they took up what
was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate were about
five thousand men, besides women and children.

SUN August 2

Ps 121

Gen 32:22-31

Ps 17:1-7,15

Matt 15:21-28

Rom 9:1-5

Matt 14:13-21

Morning prayer:

Morning Prayer:

Ps 85

1 Sam 16

Ps 34

Sg of Sol 5:2-16 1 Macc 3:1-12

Luke 23:44-56a

2 Pet 1:1-15

Evening prayer:

Ps 119:33-56

Ezek 33:21-end

James 3

Evening Prayer:

Ps 80

1 Kgs 10:1-13

Acts 13:1-13

Ps 31:1-8

Exod 18:13-26

Acts 7:1-49

THU August 6

(The Transfiguration of the

Beloved Son)

Dan 7:9-10, 13-14

MON August 3 (St Stephen, the first

Ps 97

Christian Martyr)

2 Pet 1:16-19

2 Chron 24:20-22

Luke 9:28b-36

Ps 119:161-168

Morning prayer:

Ps 27;150

Acts 7:51-60

Sirach 48:1-10

1 John 3:1-3

Matt 10:17-22

Evening prayer:

Ps 72

Exod 34:29-35

2 Cor 3

Morning prayer:

Ps 13;31:1-8;150

Jer 26:12-15

Acts 6

Evening prayer:

Ps 57;86

FRI August 7 (The Holy Name of Jesus)

Gen 4:1-10

Nahum 2:1,3; 3:1-3,6-7

Matt 23:34-39

Deut 32:35-36,39,41
Morning prayer:

Ps 31

TUE August 4 (John Baptist Vianney, Cure

1 Sam 17:31-54

Luke 24:13-35

d’Ars, Priest, 1859)

Evening prayer:

Ps 35

Jer 30:1-2,12-15, 18-22

Ezek 34:17-end

James 4:13-5:6

Ps 102:16-21

Matt 14:22-end

Morning prayer:

Ps (32),36

SAT August 8 (Dominic, Priest, 1221)

1 Sam 15:1-23

Luke 23:26-43

Hab 1:12-2:4

Evening prayer:

Ps 33

Matt 17:14-20

Ezek 33:1-20

James 2:14-end

Morning prayer:

Ps 9:7-11
Ps (41),42,(43)

1 Sam 17:55–18:16

WED August 5 (Oswald, King of

Luke 24:36-end

Northumbria, Martyr, 642)

Evening prayer:
Ezek 36:16-36

Jer 31:1-7

Ps (45),46
James 5:7-end

