
 

 

ONE: Love is Born… & We Are Waiting 
 

One of the major themes for 

the four weeks leading up to 

Christmas, Advent, is that of 

waiting.  This Sunday we will 

be contemplating that theme 

from a number of perspectives 

– including this from the 8 am 

homily.…  

 

Why all the waiting? I can’t answer 

that question for sure. (I tend to be 

very careful answering “Why?” 

questions when it comes to God.) 

At the very least, though, the 

waiting hopefully reminds us that 

while we are waiting for something 

concrete to occur, God is actually 

with us in our waiting.   

 

It also reminds us, slaps us in the 

face at times, that we’re not the 

centre of the story. It’s not about us, and things don’t always (often!) go the way 

we’d like. Finally, all the waiting helps us think differently about both the present 

and the future: valuing the present as a gift, cherishing the future as our ultimate 

hope. 

 

Will that change the way you feel as you burn through forty-five minutes waiting for 

the doctor to call you in for your appointment? I don’t know. It might, or it might 

not. But maybe it will give you the chance to view that time differently.  



 

…and keep us all sane during this busy time of galas, events, organisation and 

worship!  Thank you in advance for all your work towards the Gala and the hundreds 

of other things that you do to enable our community (and others) to flourish! 

 

I love street art.  Here’s another idea for what to do during 

Advent- or any other waiting time… 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Meditation of the Week: 
A Prayer for Advent One 

 
We bless you, our God, 

Mighty sovereign power. 

You do not forget your children. 

You are with us when we are waiting. 

 

And you bless us… 

With your forgiving love, 

With the vision of your kingdom, 

Shedding light in our darkness. 

You are with us when we are waiting. 

 

We pray for all those who this Advent are waiting. 

For wise people who are waiting for a sign… 

Give them the courage to exercise their influence  

on people of power and authority 

 

For the poor who are waiting to be taken seriously… 

For all those disadvantaged by class, colour or creed 

Those struggling on benefits, those exploited by others. 

Give them a purpose, Lord. 

For the elderly who are waiting for a savior. 

Those who are weary,  

Who are sick, 

Who are dying. 

Give them freedom from all that diminishes and destroys. 



 

For mothers waiting for children to be born. 

Protect them from harm, 

Grant them courage, 

Surround them with your peace and hope for 

the future.  

 

For each one of us 

As we wait- 

For a visit, for reassurance, for fulfillment, for a purpose. 

Meet with us in those needs 

Help us all feel a deep sense of your presence… 

 

As we wait for you to meet us within our deepest hopes and needs;  

We also pray to be given the strength to wait with others in theirs… 

Because you are with us in our waiting… 

In your name we pray Amen 

 

 



What have we been up to? 

 
 

“To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and 
renew the life of the earth” 

 

This is one of the Five Marks of Mission in the Anglican Church of Aotearoa. This week our 

Intermediate Youth Group Yaki Youth spent a windy Friday night down at East End beach 

combing the area for rubbish.  We were inspired by our immense gratitude at living in such 

an exquisite part of God’s creation and a desire to safeguard this gift of creation.  We were 

amazed at how many little pieces of plastic had got into the cracks and crevices of the 

rocks.  We are so fortunate to have Upcycle Taranaki, the Junction, and the council for 

advice on what to do with all this rubbish, as it seems counterproductive to simply add it to 

landfill.  The tamariki enjoyed some sausages, expertly cooked by the lovely Gary and some 

chocolate and sour worms to replace lost energy.  Naturally, there was also time for some 

frisbee and soccer on the reserve.   

 

On Sunday, our Faith Crew tamariki made Christmas cakes.  As they were mixed (from East 

to West, symbolizing the Magi coming) a simple prayer was said to invite the Holy Spirit to  

“Stir up we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy faithful people”. 

We have some extra cakes so if anyone would like to give one to 

someone or would like one themselves, please do get in touch 

with me.  

 

This Sunday we immerse ourselves in 

Advent, preparing our hearts and 

minds.  We will be giving out packs to 

our families for them to journey 

together through activities with the 

Shepherd on the Shelf.  We pray for 

alertness and attentiveness to the 

prompting of the Holy Spirit that we 

may discover God in every word we 

hear, in every human embrace and in 

every gesture of love among us.  

Bless your week  

Arohanui 

Cath  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Systems Go! 
High Court Judge, Justice Doogue has ruled that NPDC did follow the correct process when 

granting our Resource Consent. This clears the way for us to continue with our plans to 

renovate the Vicarage, build Te Whare Hononga and earthquake strengthen and reopen 

Taranaki Cathedral Church of St Mary. 

  

We are already speaking with project partners, getting restarted on final documentation for our 

buildings and will be producing an updated timeline in coming days. As planned, we are 

combining the interior and exterior refurbishment of the Vicarage with the building of Te Whare 

Hononga and expect to put this out to the market for tender in the first quarter of next year. We 

may have lost more than five months this year, but 2021 will see huge changes on our site! 

 

Fundraising Tally Reaches $12 Million  
St John’s College Trust Board will make a $3 million grant to The Project towards the 

development of the Paul Reeves Education Centre (Te Manu Hononga). 

 

Additionally, they are granting a further $1 million (to be distributed at $100,000 per annum for 

10 years) to support the development of the curriculum of the Centre. Particular note was made 

of the need to ensure the continuing partnership between the Centre and Mana whenua, Iwi and 

Amorangi. 

  

These grants are the result of more than two years of hard work by the Project Team and 

Archbishop Philip. It takes the total amount we have raised to more than $12 million and means 

we are more than three quarters of the way to our target and getting closer to being able to start 

the earthquake strengthening work that will see our beloved Cathedral reopened! Tino pai te 

mahi e te whānau! 

 

 

Organ Fund Secures Generous Donation 
But wait, there’s even more good news to announce… We have recently started fundraising the 

$246,000 needed to refurbish Taranaki Cathedral’s beloved pipe organ, to make sure it 

continues to inspire and entertain for generations to come. 

  

We are delight to announce that the George Mason Charitable Trust (which for many years 

funded the successful music scholarship that saw many talented organists perform in the 

Church of St Mary) is donating a generous $50,000 towards the refurbishment of Taranaki 

Cathedral’s pipe organ! Our heartfelt thanks to George and the Trust for their wonderful 

continued support. To find out how you can contribute, visit www.taranakicathedral.org.   

https://taranakicathedral.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e3c6fe7030c1d160a0d3d16f8&id=ec2130d970&e=b5c52dc933


Drop Off Your Gala Donations today! 

It’s not too late to bring in your donations of good quality 2nd hand goods, plants, baking or 

preserves. Drop off at Peace Hall between 9am and 2pm today.  

 

Gala Tomorrow - Saturday 28th, 10am-1pm 

We are looking forward to seeing all of you who can make it at tomorrow’s Gala Day. Bring your 

friends and family, find a bargain and stay for lunch! 

 

Meal Makers Needed 

There are seven families at Pūkeko Stomp expecting new babies. If you’re able to prepare a 

meal for them in the future let know; cath@taranakicathedral.org.nz or 021 0243 5698. 

 

Combined Church Service, Sunday 6th December 

Come along to the inter-faith service at the TSB Stadium at 10am, Sunday December 6th. While 

we consider it important to remain open for 

Sunday worship during the Advent Season 

which we follow very seriously in the Anglican 

tradition, this event is certainly well worth 

attending in support of our ecumenical brothers 

and sisters. It will be spectacular! 

 

Community Giving For Christmas  

Instead of our usual Christmas food hampers, 

this year we’re supporting The Gift 

Taranaki who give parents engaged with local 

Social Services a (shoe)box of toiletries and 

treats. Donate individual items or fill your own 

shoe box. A collection box will be at the back of 

the church for the next three Sundays, or you 

can drop off your donations at the office by 

Monday 7th December.  

 

Waitara Men’s Breakfast Tomorrow 

The next breakfast is on Saturday 28 November, 

from 7:30 am at St John's Hall, Domett Street, 

Waitara. Rob Ritchie from Family Works will be 

speaking. Please RSVP to Mike Hansen at 

hansmail@xtra.co.nz or 7551092.  

mailto:cath@taranakicathedral.org.nz
mailto:hansmail@xtra.co.nz


Saturday Lunch Coordinator Needed 

Mary Harker is still looking for a volunteer to assist with the co-ordination of the Saturday Lunch 

and  oversee the team of helpers who provide transport, a meal and a time of social contact for 

our older parishioners each month. Ruth McLeod  is ready to step back from she steps back from 

the co-ordinator role but can provide guidance to the new leader. If this role interests you, 

phone Ruth  (06 753 7982) or Mary Harker (022 078 9756). 

 

What’s Coming Up At A Glance 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

WHEN WHAT WHERE 

5pm, Sunday 
29th November 

Advent Carol Service Interim Cathedral 

7.30-9pm Sunday 

29th November 
Alt_Mary: Advent  Hatherly Hall 

10am Sunday 
6th December 

Ecumenical Service (our usual 

8am & 10am services WILL be on 
as well) 

TSB Stadium 

11.30am Sunday 
6th December 

Baptism of Sophia Helena Gray Interim Cathedral 

7.30-9pm Sunday 
6th December 

Alt_Mary: Advent  Hatherly Hall 

7.30-9pm Sunday 

13th December 
Alt_Mary: Advent  Hatherly Hall 

2pm Saturday 

19th December 
Christmas Organ Recital Interim Cathedral 

5-7pm Saturday 
19th December 

Picnic Carols on the Lawn 

Taranaki Cathedral 

Grounds (behind 
Hatherly Hall) 

4pm, Sunday 
20th December 

Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols St Pauls Church, Okato 

7.30-9pm Sunday 
20th  December 

Alt_Mary: Advent  Hatherly Hall 

7.30pm, Wednesday 
23rd December 

Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols Interim Cathedral 

4pm, Thursday 
24th December 

Ninjago in a Manger Interim Cathedral 

11pm Thursday 

24th December 
Carols and Midnight Mass Interim Cathedral 

8am, Friday 

25th December 
Holy Communion with Carols Interim Cathedral 

10am, Friday 
25th December 

Family Eucharist with Carols Interim Cathedral 



 

Isaiah 64:1-9 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains 

would quake at your presence— as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes 

water to boil— to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations 

might tremble at your presence! When you did awesome deeds that we did not 

expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. From ages past no 

one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who 

works for those who wait for him. You meet those who gladly do right, those who 

remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid 

yourself we transgressed. 

 

We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a 

filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us 

away. There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for 

you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our 

iniquity. Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

we are all the work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not 

remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your people. 

 

Psalm 80 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! You who are 

enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth before Ephraim and Benjamin and 

Manasseh. Stir up your might, and come to save us! 

Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers? 

You have fed them with the bread of tears, and given them tears to drink in full 

measure. 



You make us the scorn of our neighbours; our enemies laugh among themselves. 

Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it. 

You cleared the ground for it; it took deep root and filled the land. 

The mountains were covered with its shade, the mighty cedars with its branches; 

it sent out its branches to the sea, and its shoots to the River. 

Why then have you broken down its walls, so that all who pass along the way pluck 

its fruit? 

The boar from the forest ravages it, and all that move in the field feed on it. 

Turn again, O God of hosts; look down from heaven, and see; have regard for this 

vine, the stock that your right hand planted. 

They have burned it with fire, they have cut it down; may they perish at the rebuke 

of your countenance. 

But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one whom you made 

strong for yourself. 

Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we will call on your name. 

Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother 

Sosthenes, To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in 

Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: Grace to you and peace 

from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God always for 

you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in 

every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every 

kind— just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— so that 

you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless 

on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the 

fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 



Mark 13:24-37 

“But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will 

not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the 

heavens will be shaken. 

 

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 

glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, 

from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

 

 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 

forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates.  Truly I tell you, this 

generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place.  Heaven and 

earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

 

 “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 

Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time 

will come.  It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 

slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 

watch.  Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house 

will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn,  or else he 

may find you asleep when he comes suddenly.  And what I say to you I say to all: 

Keep awake.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



SUNDAY 29th 
1st Sunday of Advent 

Isa 64:1-9    1 Cor 1:3-9  
Mark 13:24-37  
 
Morning Prayer:  Ps 44  
Isa 2:1-5            Luke 12:35-48 
  

Evening Prayer:  Ps 25  
Isa 1:1-20          Matt 21:1-13  
   
MONDAY  30th 

St Andrew, Apostle 

Isa 52:7-10        Ps 19:1-6  
Rom 10:12-18    Matt 4:18-22  
 

Morning Prayer:  Ps 47;147:1-12  
Ezek 47:1-12    
 
Evening Prayer:  Ps 87,96  
Zech 8:20-23     John 1:35-42 
   
    
TUESDAY  1st 

Isa 11:1-10        Ps 72:1-4,18-19  
Luke 10:21-24  
 

Morning prayer:  Ps 80,(82)  
Isa 43:1-13        Rev 20   
  

Evening prayer:  Ps 74,(75)  
Isa 26:1-13        Matt 12:22-37  
   
WEDNESDAY 2nd  

Isa 25:6-10a      Ps 23  
Matt 15:29-37  
 

Morning prayer:  Ps (5),7  
Isa 43:14-end  

Rev 21:1-8  
Evening prayer:  Ps (76),77  
Isa 28:1-13        Matt 12:38-end 
  
THURSDAY  3rd 
Francis Xavier, Missionary, 1552 

Isa 26:1-6         Ps 118:18-27a  
Matt 7:21,24-27  

 

Morning Prayer:  
Ps (5),7              Isa 43:14-end  
Rev 21:1-8  
 

Evening Prayer: 
Ps (76),77          Isa 28:1-13  
Matt 12:38-end   
    
FRIDAY  4th 

Isa 29:17-end     Ps 27:1-4,16-17  
Matt 9:27-31  
 

Morning Prayer:  Ps 25,(26)  
Isa 44:9-23        Rev 21:22–22:5  
  
Evening Prayer:  Ps (16),17  
Isa 29:1-14        Matt 13:24-43  
   
SATURDAY  5th 

Isa 30:19-21,23-26  
Ps 146:4-9           

Matt 9:35–10:1,6-8  
 

Morning Prayer:   Ps 9,(10)  
Isa 44:24–45:13  Rev 22:6-end  
   
Evening Prayer:    Ps 27,(28)  
Isa 29:15-end      Matt 13:44-end  


