“It is a tale, told by an idiot, full of sound
and fury, signifying nothing” - Macbeth
I was given a daily Shakespearean insult calendar for
2020, which I enjoy very much (my sons know me well).
The quote at the time of writing this is the above, from
Macbeth- and it made me smile. I thought immediately
of my contributions to Effervescence, and I am hoping
that the above does not always apply to what I produce!
Although I suppose that at least if there is a bit of sound
and fury, it is entertaining if not significant!
It has been rather delicious to recently experience the
promise of balmy spring days and the freedom that a
move to Level One brings us all. It certainly makes the
next few Sunday Services easier to plan, and I’m sure
that you, as well as I, will enjoy the ability to share a
cuppa and communion more freely.
I cannot say I will miss the mask and tong combo (I definitely qualify for the ‘idiot’ category as I
fish around fruitlessly for a wafer!). However I do think it is important to continue to be careful
and move at one’s own pace at this time. Please do not feel you HAVE to share communion (I will
personally continue to be very careful) or gather in large groups. Please know that we will respect
your journey through this time, and my hope is that no one feels any undue pressure.

Snippet from a Meditation on this week’s Gospel:
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are
going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way
of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the
prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your
minds and believe him.

…It would seem that at least some of the people whom the religious authorities
branded as sinners didn’t deserve to be so stigmatized.
In fact, it would seem likely that the whole system of religion
was to some extent an elaborate self-justification for the self-righteous.
The authorities who were often deceitful and malicious
got to designate themselves as “righteous”
whereas people who may have been guilty
of nothing more than being poor or destitute were designated as “sinners.”
But designating them as sinners
only gave the “righteous” a convenient way to avoid facing their own foibles
by diverting the attention to others,
and enabling them to keep up appearances with their sham religion.
This kind of behaviour
was not the exclusive prerogative of the self-righteous in Jesus’ day.
Religious leaders throughout the ages
have exercised a great deal of control over people
by their power to determine who gets branded sinners
and who gets to be righteous,
and religious people of all levels have identified others as “sinners”
as a way of justifying themselves.
But whenever we use our religion to make
ourselves look good at the expense of others,
we’re really only deceiving ourselves.
We’re deflecting the attention away from
ourselves
so we can keep up the appearance of
righteousness,
and avoid facing our own foibles.
In “the Kingdom of Heaven” Jesus preached,

that kind of hypocrisy will not do.
In the way of living that puts into practice God’s justice and peace and freedom,
there is no room for making yourself look good at the expense of others.
But as I said before, this kingdom is one that operates completely differently
from the way things work in our everyday lives.
In this strange kingdom,
those who are the so-called “sinners”
can be way ahead of the supposedly righteous
when it comes to actually doing the will of God!
Our gospel lesson confronts us with hard truth
that our religious devotion can often turn into something harmful.
Unfortunately, there is something in religion
that can turn it all too easily into a way of simply making ourselves look good.
But that kind of hypocrisy doesn’t just hurt those we identify as “sinners.”
It also hurts us.
When our religion is about justifying ourselves,
it easily turns into an obsession—
and obsessions rarely do us any good!
But when we leave behind the need
to make ourselves look good
and simply seek to put into practice “the way of righteousness,”
then we experience the peace and freedom of the kingdom of heaven—
right here.

Meditation of the Week:

This Sunday 27 September
Archbishop Philip Richardson will join us this Sunday, and at our 10
am service representatives from other Parishes in the Bishopric have
been invited to attend a farewell to The Reverends Tricia and John
Carter, who are completing their ministry here in Taranaki, and
moving to Auckland. There will be a delicious morning tea to follow!

The Circle of Life: Pet Blessing Service
Sunday 4 November
• You are invited to bring your
pet to the service for a
blessing- or bring a photo or
memento of your pet instead
• Donations of goods for the
SPCA will be gratefully
received
• There will be craft activities
available for the young and
young at heart
• You can have the opportunity to create your own animal and name it!
• Our worship space will be set up differently- our chairs will be in circles,
not rows
• See you there!

This Sunday we will meet in the Hatherley Hall during
the 10 am service. We will be having pancakes and
prayers. It will be a chance for you to just check in,
chat about anything that God is showing you and of
course, enjoy some delicious pancakes together.
Next Sunday, October 4th is our Pet Blessing so bring
along the special pet in your life, or a photo of one
and join us. Faith crew will resume on 18th October.
A snapshot in the week of the life of some of our Family Ministry. Pizza and prayers at High
School, where we talked about what emoji we would be right now and looked at the
practice of Examen. And Koru Krew enjoying a
movie night in our Collaborative Youth Space at
Holy Trinity Fitzroy.
Special prayers of patience, tolerance, love and
understanding for all our kids and their families
during the school holidays. Rest well and come
back refreshed.
Arohanui
Cath

Cyber Security – a quick refresher
We have all heard of intelligent people who have been
caught out by internet scams of one form or another.
Recently we have heard of a church whose congregation
was targeted by one such scam.
The Taranaki Cathedral will never ask you for bank account
details and currently we are not using any services like
Paypal to process donations.
We never ask for payments in i-Tune or other gift vouchers.
If we are seeking extra donations then we may send an
email with our bank details for you to make an online
transfer or set up a recurring payment. These details are
also on our website so you can check that the account
details in such an email are correct (or give us a bell at the office)
There are some good online guides on the CertNZ website about keeping your information safe.
Getting started with cyber security
One page has some good examples of situations
where you should ask yourself
Is this a scam ?
Remember, if in doubt, check it out.
Simon Moseley

Activities at Level 1
Our regular weekly activities and outreach are back! The Stop In shop is already open
and Food For Thought on a Thursday at 10am and the Welcome Desk (Wednesday’s
and Friday’s from 10am – 12.15pm ) are both back up and running. The Community
Café will reopen from 7.30am this coming Tuesday so treat yourself to a breakfast out!
Our Saturday Luncheon recommences from Saturday, October 3rd, Mothers’
Union will be back from the 7th and The Men’s Breakfast from the 17th.
Faith Crew, Pūkeko Stomp and Youth Groups are all back on – but they will be
taking their usual break during term holidays (September 28th – October 12th)
Also please note in Level 1, Wednesday morning’s Eucharist service will be held in
the Upper Hatherly Chapel.

Food Bank
You may have read in the recent Connected diocesan newsletter about how demand at
New Plymouth Foodbank has skyrocketed since lockdown. If you’d like to make a
donation, here is what they are currently short on; Milo, biscuits, flour, pasta
sauce, sugar, corn and Pet food.

St Mary’s on Artefact
Earlier this year Bishop Philip and Wharehoka Wano spoke to Dame Anne Salmond for
the episode of Artefact that aired this week. As well as being a brilliant piece of
storytelling it is an inspiring example of how we can respectfully talk about painful or
difficult aspects of our shared past. If you missed it, you can watch it On Demand now
at www.maoritelevision.com.

Plant Sale - Taranaki
Hospital Chaplaincy
Fundraiser
The St Andrews Church Plant
Sale (to support the Taranaki
Hospital Chaplaincy) is on this
Saturday 26th September from
8am to 12 noon @ St Andrews
Church Hall (corner Liardet and
Courtenay Streets). Pop along,
find something for your garden
and support this very worthy
ministry.

Exodus 17:1-7
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by
stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for
the people to drink. The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to
drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test
the Lord?” But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against
Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and
livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people?
They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the
people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with
which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at
Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.”
Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and
Meribah, because the Israelites quarrelled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is
the Lord among us or not?”

Psalm 25
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to shame; do not let my enemies exult
over me.
Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; let them be ashamed who are
wantonly treacherous.
Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I
wait all day long.
Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love, for they have been from
of old.
Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your
steadfast love remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O Lord!
Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way.
All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep his
covenant and his decrees.

Philippians 2:1-13
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in
the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let
each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did
not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking
the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he
humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a
cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence,
but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for
his good pleasure.

Matthew 21:23-32
When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him
as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who
gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you
tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the
baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with
one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe
him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John
as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them,
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.
“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and
work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind
and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go,
sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The
first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are
going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes
believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe
him.

SUNDAY Sept 27
Exod 17:1-7
Ps 78:1-4, 12-16
Phil 2:1-13
Matt 21:23-32

Evening prayer: Ps 59,(60,67)
Wisd 13:1-9
Mark 13:1-13

Morning Prayer: Ps 125,126,127
Isa 48:12-21
Luke 11:37-54

THURSDAY Oct 1
Suzanne Aubert, Religious, Social Reformer, 1926

Evening Prayer: Ps [120,123]124
Ezek 37:15-28
1 John 2:22-29

MONDAY Sept 28
Job 1:6-end
Ps 17:1-11
Luke 9:46-50
Morning prayer: Ps 44
1 Kgs 12:25-13:10
Acts 19:8-20

Job 19:21-27a
Luke 10:1-12

Ps 27:13-16

Morning prayer: Ps (56),57,(63*)
1 Kgs 18:1-20
Acts 20:17-end
Evening prayer: Ps (61),62,(64)
Wisd 16:15-17:1

FRIDAY Oct 2
The Holy Guardian Angels

Evening prayer: Ps 47,(49)
Wisd 10:15-11:

Job 38:1,12-21; 40:3-5
Ps 139:6-11
Luke 10:13-16

TUESDAY Sept 29

Morning prayer: Ps 51,(54)
1 Kgs 18:21-end Acts 21:1-16

St Michael and All Angels / Mikaera Tapu rātou ko
Ngā Anahera Katoa (Michaelmas)

Gen 28:10-17
Rev 12:7-12a

Ps 103:19-22
John 1:47-51

Morning prayer: Ps 34;150
Tobit 12:6-22
Acts 12:1-11
Evening prayer: Ps 138,148
Dan 10:4-21
Rev 5

Evening prayer: Ps 38
Wisd 18:6-19
Mark 13:24-31

SATURDAY Oct 3
Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation

Job 42:1-3,6,12-end
Ps 119:169-end Luke 10:17-24
Morning prayer: Ps 68
1 Kgs 19
Acts 21:17-36

WEDNESDAY Sept 30
Jerome, Priest, Teacher of the Faith, Translator of the
Scriptures, 420

Job 9:1-12,14-16 Ps 88:1-6,11
Luke 9:57-end
Morning prayer: Ps 119:57-80
1 Kgs 17
Acts 20:1-6

Evening prayer: Ps (65),66
Wisd 19
Mark 13:32-end

