I Wish You A Merry Christmas
Technology can be a marvelous thing! It is lovely to know that this message will be
finding its way to you on Christmas Day!
May this day – wherever you are and whoever you are with – be surrounded by
love, peace, hope and joy.
By the time you read this, I will have adventured through the formal Christmas
services – and thoroughly enjoyed the privilege of doing so.
After Christmas Lunch at Tainui Resthome, it will be home for a rest for myself, and
to enjoy time with my ‘boys’ for a couple of days before returning to work as usual!
A heartfelt thank you to everyone who has spared me a prayer over the last period
of time, and who have collaborated in all the aspects of Christmas we have been
able to share.
I have loved all the planning and preparation. It has been a wonderful rediscovery
of all the facets of Christmas that are important to me. What a great privilege to
share it with you!

Stars and Scars
I’m a big fan of Banksy, the street
artist, whose work pops up in all
sorts of unusual places, and
provides people like me with
challenging food for thought.
Last Christmas, the piece of art you
see here was unveiled at the
‘Walled Off’ Hotel, which boasts it
has the worst view of any hotel in
the world, as it looks at the border
wall which divides Palestinians from
the state of Israel.
It’s aptly named The Scar of
Bethlehem, because along with a
conventional nativity scene, it
replaces the usual star with a scar –
a bullet hole piercing an imposing
grey wall.
Banksy understands how unconscionable such walls are.
They separate people. They divide families. They promote injustice and inequity.
They create scars which often never heal – both between and within people and are
often replicated for generations.
Little did Banksy know when he created this artwork that more scars were going to
wreak havoc in the world in 2020 – caused by an insidious and deadly virus.
More walls have been created – through distancing and lockdowns, economic
challenges, fear of what might happen next, over run hospital systems and death…
So much death.

With all of that in mind, it may seem a little naïve to
be promoting hopefulness and joy in the face of a
world which is changed for ever.
Are we engaging in what some have called religion –
the ultimate tranquiliser? Taking an hour to bury our
heads in the sand, forget about the scars and indulge
in a superficial pious fantasy?
I don’t think so. Scars hovered at the time of Jesus’ birth just as obviously as they
hover over Bethlehem today. Just as they hover over us.
The world in which Jesus was born into can be compared to that of Russia in the
1930’s under Stalin.
As a Jew, he lived under subjugation to Roman Overlords who wielded power with
efficiency and callous disregard for their underlings. Scarcely a day passed
without a local execution under this regime. Citizens could not gather freely for
meetings. Spies were everywhere. No one was safe.
Jesus’ own local King, Herod, was a Roman
collaborator, a man with an obsessive lust for
power who would stoop at nothing to keep it in
his grasp. His atrocities included the liquidation
of his own wife and three of his sons.
Augustus Caesar himself said of Herod: “Better
to be Herod’s pig than Herod’s son’. It is easy to
imagine him meeting the magi who had come to
find Jesus, weaving his PR slime, asking to all
intents and purposes benignly where this new
king – this threat to his power was; And then,
acting on his fear by ordering the massacre of a
number of young children (which we remember
as the slaughter of the innocents), all to keep
hold of power.
So Jesus – God with us – Entered the world as
one of the oppressed. Was hidden in Egypt as a
refugee with his parents to avoid a senseless
and brutal death at the hands of Herod’s killing
machine.

He may not have dealt with Covid, or the scars
of machine guns… or bombs but his scars were
real too, unjust, unfair, excruciating… Yet that is
how God came.
Why this way? Now since God is the creator of
the universe, I guess God could have come any
way God wanted; a heavenly procession,
thunder and lightning, clouds of glory, a
shooting star perhaps. But God didn’t.
If God had, we could never have connected with
God the way we can. We would be puppets on
manipulated string, rather that people made in
God’s image who are given the freedom to make
choices _ for good or for ill.
That baby born in a manger makes sense of it
all to me as much as anything can. By coming
the way he did – and, unlike us, choosing to come the way he did – vulnerable to a
world full of dirt and disease, political injustice, murder, starvation, poverty and
greed, God showed us in a way nothing else could have the scars that hovered over
his life connect with the scars hovering over our lives. Because he’s been there too –
AND… He is here too.
God coming as a vulnerable baby, tells me that there are strange things we call
God’s compassion and grace and healing which enable God’s love to be not only
born, but to spill out from within us and heal the scars of both our lives and the lives
of others through every single moment of this messy ambiguous process that we call
life.
God’s way of love has eternal meaning and is
the best way to live in a world full of scars…
and beyond.
At Christmas, the truth of that love was born,
despite and because of the scars of the world,
as a tiny clenched little hand.

Meditation of the Week:

A Christmas Message
From Archbishop Philip
Click HERE to watch
It has been called the most beautiful story in the world.
So improbable – a young woman, barely beyond childhood, betrothed, conceives a child.
Her beloved is not the father but, against all convention, stays with her believing the unlikely
story conveyed by a heavenly visitor that the child she will bear is the longed for Messiah. The
child is born in difficult circumstances only to have to flee as a refugee in the face of a tyrant.
The rest, as they say is history …
This child lives a life of uncontainable love; healing, restoring, giving hope to the poor. Such love
challenged power. In the end, earthly power had its way and the child’s mother watches her
beloved son hung on a cross. The end of a remarkable moment in the history of the world,
crushed …
And then … the word goes out … death cannot
contain him. Death cannot contain such love. He is
Risen!
That has been the experience of billions down
through history to this day.
He is alive and we can live in his Way.
A way of joy, love, peace and justice. His Spirit
infuses those who are open to the living Christ.

Jay Ruka’s Ordination

On Saturday December 19th leaders and parishioners from throughout the Waikato and
Taranaki Diocese gathered together at Hamilton’s St George’s and St David’s church, in
partnership with Te Rautini, with Jay Ruka and his friends and whanau to celebrate his
ordination to the holy order of Deacon. It was a wonderful occasion. Here are some
photos for those of you who couldn’t be there.

Picnic Carols On The Lawn

Saturday was also our annual Picnic Carols on The Lawn celebration. Around 150 came
along to enjoy an evening of food, fellowship and uplifting festive entertainment with the
Great Taranaki Steam Band – lead by our director of music Christopher Luke.

What have we been up to?
Well this week has been a strange mix of preparation for Christmas and trying to calm fraught
children who just cant wait any more! At Faith Crew this week we had fairly
hectic game of pass the parcel using a well known version of the telling of
the birth of Jesus. Only difference was we had to be alert as the words
“left” and “right” included in the story prompted us to pass the parcel left or
right with speedy frequency. We then made beautiful stained glass cookies
which reminded us to keep Jesus’ love central this busy time.
I had a very huge priviledge of spending the day with a 3 year old earlier
this week, which turned out to be the biggest gift to me. His mum had to
work and her childcare plans fell through, so we spent a lovely morning
together. During our antics, he discovered a set of those Russian stacking dolls painted to be
like the characters of the Nativity. He was so delighted to discover baby Jesus at the centre and
told me that the Jesus he was given at Pukeko Stomp last year has sadly lost his knitted
underwear. The biggest joy to me was that not only did he know who the most important central
little doll in the narrative was, but that it sparked a memory of an earlier encounter with Jesus.
A Jesus who has been so well-loved, his knitted underwear has frayed away. I am told this
particular little boy sleeps with his baby Jesus and this is how he has come to have had this
wardrobe malfunction!
My wish this Christmas is that we as followers of Emmanuel, God with us, are able to hold Jesus
as close to us as this. May we love him and worship him so fully as this little person does.
And may we find love, in the most unlikely places.
Arohanui

Cath

This is the final week of a four week series where our Synod reps Colin Mcleod and Rob
Green are presenting videos that have been produced to set out the foundations of
faith and growth in the Anglican Diocese of Waikato and Taranaki.
They are presented by Bishop Phillip and Diocesan staff and can be found (as can all
the Synod Snippets content) on the Waikato and Taranaki Anglican web site
www.wtanglican.nz
CLICK HERE to watch the fourth and final episode from Series 1 of Foundations TŪĀPAPA
and join Jay Ruka (who will be joining us at Taranaki cathedral next year). As well as
exploring Whanaungatanga: Reconciliation and Partnership Jay introduces himself and
talks a bit about his background and journey.

Holiday Hours
While many of our support staff will be taking time off during the Christmas and New Year
period, Jacqui and Dan will be available throughout. Dan will be on-duty from December
25th-28th and Jacqui from the 29th. If you call the Cathedral’s main line (75 83 111) your
call will be diverted to their cell phone. Don’t hesitate to get in touch.

Weekday services
Our usual weekday services will continue as normal up to Christmas before taking a short
break and resuming again from the 4th of January.

Community Café
The Community Café is on holiday until Tuesday, January 19th. Pop the date on your 2021

calendar and let us make breakfast for you!

E-ffervescence
Our weekly e-newsletter will be coming out every fortnight over January, starting on the 1st
and returning to its normal weekly timetable from January 29th.

Organ Recital Series
2021’s organ Recital Series will begin on Thursday February 13th with a special 1pm concert
which will be the 100th Cathedral Organ Recital from Christopher Luke ($5 admission). The
regular series will continue throughout the year on the third Thursday of every month at
12.15pm at the Interim cathedral (Gold coin admission).

Carillon Recital Series
There are more scheduled Carillon recitals on Pūkākā/Marsland Hill: Sunday, January 31st,
Sunday February 7th, Sunday March 7th and Monday, March 8th. All performances begin 12
noon.

Choral Evensong
Throughout the year, our Director of Music has been providing an online Choral Evensong
service each Sunday and Wednesday featuring readings for the day and choral music from
Cathedral Choirs from around the world. If you are interested in receiving these services
each week, please email Christopher at music@taranakicathedral.org.nz to be placed on the
email list.

Isaiah 9:2-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a
land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as
people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across
their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of
Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in
blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son
given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow
continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from
this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Titus 2:11-14
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are selfcontrolled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a
people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

Psalm 89
I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever;
with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.
I declare that your steadfast love is established forever;
your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.
You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one,
I have sworn to my servant David:
‘I will establish your descendants forever,
and build your throne for all generations.’” Selah
Let the heavens praise your wonders,
O Lord, your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones.
For who in the skies can be compared to the Lord?
Who among the heavenly beings is like the Lord,
a God feared in the council of the holy ones,
great and awesome above all that are around him?
O Lord God of hosts, who is as mighty as you, O Lord?
Your faithfulness surrounds you.
You rule the raging of the sea; when its waves rise, you still them.
You crushed Rahab like a carcass; you scattered your enemies with your mighty
arm.
The heavens are yours, the earth also is yours;
the world and all that is in it—you have founded them.
The north and the south—you created them;
Tabor and Hermon joyously praise your name.
You have a mighty arm; strong is your hand, high your right hand.
Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne;
steadfast love and faithfulness go before you.
Happy are the people who know the festal shout,
who walk, O Lord, in the light of your countenance;
they exult in your name all day long, and extol your righteousness.
For you are the glory of their strength; by your favor our horn is exalted.
For our shield belongs to the Lord, our king to the Holy One of Israel.
Then you spoke in a vision to your faithful one, and said:
“I have set the crown on one who is mighty,
I have exalted one chosen from the people.
I have found my servant David; with my holy oil I have anointed him;
my hand shall always remain with him; my arm also shall strengthen him.

The enemy shall not outwit him, the wicked shall not humble him.
I will crush his foes before him and strike down those who hate him.
My faithfulness and steadfast love shall be with him;
and in my name his horn shall be exalted.
I will set his hand on the sea and his right hand on the rivers.
He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father, my God, and the Rock of my salvation!’
I will make him the firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth.
Forever I will keep my steadfast love for him,
and my covenant with him will stand firm.
I will establish his line forever, and his throne as long as the heavens endure.
If his children forsake my law and do not walk according to my ordinances,
if they violate my statutes and do not keep my commandments,
then I will punish their transgression with the rod and their iniquity with scourges;
but I will not remove from him my steadfast love, or be false to my faithfulness.
I will not violate my covenant, or alter the word that went forth from my lips.
Once and for all I have sworn by my holiness; I will not lie to David.
His line shall continue forever, and his throne endure before me like the sun.
It shall be established forever like the moon, an enduring witness in the skies.”
Selah
But now you have spurned and rejected him;
you are full of wrath against your anointed.
You have renounced the covenant with your servant;
you have defiled his crown in the dust.
You have broken through all his walls; you have laid his strongholds in ruins.
All who pass by plunder him; he has become the scorn of his neighbors.
You have exalted the right hand of his foes; you have made all his enemies rejoice.
Moreover, you have turned back the edge of his sword,
and you have not supported him in battle.
You have removed the scepter from his hand, and hurled his throne to the ground.
You have cut short the days of his youth; you have covered him with shame. Selah
How long, O Lord? Will you hide yourself forever?
How long will your wrath burn like fire?
Remember how short my time is— for what vanity you have created all mortals!
Who can live and never see death? Who can escape the power of Sheol? Selah
Lord, where is your steadfast love of old,
which by your faithfulness you swore to David?
Remember, O Lord, how your servant is taunted;
how I bear in my bosom the insults of the peoples,

with which your enemies taunt, O Lord,
with which they taunted the footsteps of your anointed.
Blessed be the Lord forever.
Amen and Amen.

Luke 2:1-20
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a
child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and
lying in a manger.”
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising
God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among
those whom he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that
has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste
and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this,
they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words
and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

SUNDAY 27

St John the Evangelist/Hoani Tapu, Te Kaituhi
rongopai

Isa 61:10-62:3
Luke 2:22-40

Gal 4:4-7

Morning Prayer:
Ps 105:1-11
Eph 63:7-9

Isa 63:7-9

Evening Prayer:
Isa 35

Ps 132
Col 1:9-20

Holy Innocents/Ngā Kōhungahunga Tapu

1 Cor 1:26-29

Morning Prayer:
Ps 36,(146)
Matt 18:1-10

Baruch 4:21-27

Evening Prayer:
Ps (123),128
Mark 10:13-16

Isa 49:14-25

TUESDAY 29

Thomas of Canterbury, Bishop, Martyr, 1170

1 John 2:3-11
Luke 2:22-35

Ps 96:1-4

Morning prayer: Ps 19,(20)
Isa 57:15-end
John 1:1-18
Evening prayer:
Jonah 1

Ps (131),132
Col 1:1-14

WEDNESDAY 30

Josephine Butler, Worker among Women, 1905

1 John 2:12-17

Evening prayer:
Jonah 2

Ps 65,(84)
Col 1:15-23

THURSDAY 31

MONDAY 28

Jer 31:15-17
Matt 2:13-18

Luke 2:36-40
Morning prayer:
Ps (111,112),113 Isa 59:1-15a
John 1:19-28

Ps 96:7-10

John Wycliffe, Theologian and Reformer, 1384

1 John 2:18-21
John 1:1-18
Morning Prayer:
Isa 59:15b-end

Ps 96:1,11-end

Ps 102
John 1:29-34

Evening Prayer:
Jonah 3-4

Ps 90,(148)
Col 1:24-2:7

FRIDAY 1

The Naming of Jesus

Num 6:22-27
Luke 2: 15-21

Gal 4:4-7

Morning Prayer:
Rom 2:17-29

Gen 17:1-13

Evening Prayer:
Deut 30: (1-10), 11-20
Acts 3:1-16
SATURDAY 2

Seraphim of Sarov, Mystic, Russia 1833

1 John 2:22-28

John 1:19-28

Morning Prayer:

Isa 60:1-12

Evening Prayer:
Col 2:8-end

Ruth 1

