The Genesis Family
We are now a few weeks into our Sunday Genesis Series. Abraham, Sarah, Hagar, Isaac, Rebecca,
Esau, Jacob and co are this week joined by Laban (Rebekah’s brother) and his daughters and
Jacob’s wives, Leah and Rachel.
This week’s focus is on family. The family of Jacob is certainly not the pristine, monogamous ideal
that as Christians, we tend to emulate. It is interesting, for me, that the more dodgy parts of these
stories often are edited out in literature and our lectionary, in an attempt, I suppose, to make them
seem more palatable to our ideals of how
we should live and behave. This week, we
will be confronted with a tragic love triangle
of Jacob, Leah and Rachel, which spills out
into the relationships between their children
and beyond. For those of you who have
followed the 10 am series, generational
patterns of behavior have now emerged
which will culminate with Jacob’s
favouritism of Joseph and his brothers’
‘disposal’ of the favourite.
What I love about these characters and their
lives is that they are real. As a new
Christian, I found these stories
overwhelmingly hopeful. I could relate to
them because their lives demonstrated
issues which I had encountered. The
characters flaws and foibles taught me so
much about myself and my family, about

God, and how God was present in my life and in the world around me. To understand that I was
loved, in spite of all my culturally blinkered baggage was a truly transformational moment! It
enabled me to recognize the parts of myself that needed to change- and could change, and to look
at others through the lens of grace. For me, the Genesis stories have the potential to give hope to
the hopeless, and are intertwined with God’s
grace and mercy which trumps even the most
dysfunctional and heinous behavior of human
beings.
As I have delved more deeply into the stories
over the years, I have learned from them that
that there is no-where any of us can go or be
where God is not, and of the precarious gift of
human freedom, which means that we do make
mistakes and have to bear the consequences of
them. We are not puppets on strings, moving
as the puppeteer chooses we move. We, like
the characters in Genesis, are culturally
blinkered, flawed… and also fabulous!
It may take a few generations for the Genesis family- but redemption and reconciliation becomes,
by the end of the chapter, not just a faint possibility- but a reality (for a while anyway)!
So it can be for you- and me- and our whole beloved community!

Where is God with the Family?
Some Questions that may encourage your thinking
after reading the story of Jacob’s Family (Genesis 29-35)
1. Which qualities you do you most and least admire in Leah, Rachel, Laban
and Jacob and why?

2. These characters translate easily into our own century. Where do you see
these characters active in our world? Eg: Leah and Rachel: Extended
families which include step children

3. Favouritism. Jacob’s obvious and enduring love of Rachel was perhaps a
major reason for tension in the family. We strike the same problem earlier in
Jacob’s story with his mother Rebekah’s favoritism of him over his brother
Esau, and the ensuing tensions between the brothers; and also later in his
life, with his favoritism of Rachel’s son, Joseph, and the tensions that causes
between the sons. Read Genesis 25: 19-27 and Genesis 37 and discuss.

4. As you can see, a negative pattern of behavior has repeated itself in Jacob’s
life, spilled out to affect the relationships of those closest to him and been
the catalyst of a (near) tragic situation with his own sons. Have you seen
such patterns in books you have read/ films/ television programs you have
seen? Can you see such patterns at play in your own life?

How can we (or others) love those close to us (our family)
in a way which reflects God’s love for us,
rather than the love we have received from other human
beings that is so often flawed?
And where is God in our family relationships?

Meditation of the Week!
God is love:
it's definition - its defining.
Before creation's Word
uttered,
hovered,
breathed potential into humanity's one flesh God was love
God is love,
faintly echoed in his reflection:
Hagar and Ishmael, Jacob and Rebekah,
Naomi and Ruth, David and Jonathan.
Within our grasp; limited, partialyet gently coaxed, nurtured and nourished by the Devoted Three
God is love,
incarnated in dependency and vulnerabilitycompleting our potential.
Life and love in all its fullness:
fleshed out, exposed, experienced in life;
freely given, consummated, glorified in death;
confirmed, vindicated, released in resurrection.
God is love:
Eternally United in purpose, nature and being seeking, saving, embracing,
empowering, weeping, giving,
preferring, serving, responding through that final day when death and decay cease,
and all Resurrection's heirs assemble:
fully experiencing, perfectly knowing
God is love
-Ruth Neve-

Special 9am Service on Aug 16th
Instead of separate 8am and 10am services on Sunday 16th August, there will be one
combined service celebrating the Patronal Festival at 9am.

AGM Details
The Parish AGM will then take place (on August 16th after the 9am service) at 10:30
am and will be followed by a soup lunch. We’d love to see everyone who can make.

Upcoming Organ Recitals
Tues 28th @ 11.15am - Wesley Methodist Church, Hāwera.
Wed 29th @ 11.30am - St Andrew’s in Stratford.
Tues 4 August @ 1.00pm - Organ Recital - St Joseph’s Catholic Church NP
Thurs 20 August @ 12.15pm - Taranaki Interim Cathedral
Wed 26 August @ 11.15am - Wesley Memorial Church, Hāwera

Hymn Lecture
On Wednesday 5th August @ 11.30am join Music Director Christopher Luke for a
Hymn Lecture on "Be thou my vision” at Taranaki Interim Cathedral.

Midweek Services
Midweek Eucharist services:
•

Bishop's Eucharist – 7 am Tuesdays in Upper Hatherly Chapel.

•

Eucharist – 10am, Wednesdays in the Interim Cathedral.

•

Hakari Tapu – 12 noon, the 3rd Wednesday of each month in the Interim
Cathedral.

E-ffervescence newsletter
If someone you know doesn’t have internet/email but is still keen to read Effervescence we can arrange to have a printed black and white copy available for
them to collect at Sunday’s service or from the Office on a Friday, please call our
Comms person Michelle on a Wednesday between 9.30am-2.30pm (or leave their
details with Jennifer in the office).

On The
Move
When the rain finally eased
up last week, the team got to
work moving the Vicarage firstly forward almost up to
the Vivian Street boundary so
more earthworks could take
place, and then onto her final
spot early this week.

Samuel and I found these ferns in our
garden at the weekend and spent hours
marvelling at how intricate the design of them is. We chatted about how the koru
stays curled up until the tiny shoots are ready. They remain protected by the
embrace of the curve until they are ready to stretch out and begin to unfold.
This was how our Faith Crew session was on
Sunday. We were all together in one space,
from age birth upwards, the slightly younger
amongst us protected and guided by the
older ones. We are focussing on Prayer this
term, with a significant percentage of this
dedicated to the Lord’s Prayer. We spent
time looking at all the parts of the prayer
Jesus taught, looking at names for Jesus;
places on the world map where we can
direct prayer; fizzy forgiveness prayers; and
making the letters of our name out of bread.
This was a hit! It reminded us that God
gives us what we need every day.
I would like to extend the invitation to you to join us. Come and engage with our
younger disciples. Come and engage with Jesus in a way that reaches all your
senses.
Come and be part of the koru opening.
Arohanui Cath

Genesis 29:15-28
Then Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve
me for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?” Now Laban had two daughters;
the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. Leah’s
eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. Jacob loved Rachel; so he
said, “I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.” Laban said, “It
is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to any other man; stay
with me.” So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few
days because of the love he had for her. Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife
that I may go in to her, for my time is completed.” So Laban gathered together all the
people of the place, and made a feast. But in the evening he took his daughter Leah
and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his
daughter Leah to be her maid.) When morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to
Laban, “What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why
then have you deceived me?” Laban said, “This is not done in our country—giving the
younger before the firstborn. Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the
other also in return for serving me another seven years.” Jacob did so, and completed
her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife.
Psalm 105
O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known his deeds among the
peoples.
Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wonderful works.
Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his presence continually.
Remember the wonderful works he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he
uttered,
O offspring of his servant Abraham, children of Jacob, his chosen ones.
He is the Lord our God; his judgments are in all the earth.
He is mindful of his covenant forever, of the word that he commanded, for a thousand
generations,
the covenant that he made with Abraham, his sworn promise to Isaac,
which he confirmed to Jacob as a statute, to Israel as an everlasting covenant,
saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan as your portion for an inheritance.”

Romans 8:26-39
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who
searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. We know that all things work
together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.
For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his
Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he
predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those
whom he justified he also glorified.
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He
who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him
also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God
who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised,
who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us
from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all
day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we
are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Matthew 13:31-52
He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed
that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when
it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the
air come and make nests in its branches.” He told them another parable: “The
kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures
of flour until all of it was leavened.” Jesus told the crowds all these things in parables;
without a parable he told them nothing. This was to fulfill what had been spoken
through the prophet: “I will open my mouth to speak in parables; I will proclaim what
has been hidden from the foundation of the world.” Then he left the crowds and went

into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable
of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son
of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the
weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil;
the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are
collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man
will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all
evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the
kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and
hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. “Again, the
kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of
great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. “Again, the kingdom of
heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when
it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw
out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate
the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth. “Have you understood all this?” They answered,
“Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the
kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure
what is new and what is old.”

SUN July 26

1 Sam 11

Luke 22:39-46

Gen 29:15-28

Ps 105:1-11, 45b

Evening prayer:

Ps 11,(12,13)

Rom 8:26-39

Matt 13:31-33,44-52

Ezek 18:21-32

2 Cor 12

Morning Prayer:

Ps 77

1 Macc 2:(1-14), 15-22

THU July 30

1 Pet 4:7-14

Jer 18:1-6

Evening Prayer:

Ps 75,(76)

(The Saints & Martyrs of Europe)

Ps 146:1-5

Matt 13:47-53

1 Kgs 6:11-14,23-38

Morning prayer:

Ps (14),15,(16)

Acts 12:1-17

1 Sam 12

Luke 22:47-62

Evening prayer:

Ps 18*

Ezek 20:1-20

2 Cor 13

MON July 27
Jer 13:1-11

Deut 32:18-21

FRI July 31 (Joseph of Arimathea)

Matt 13:31-35
Morning prayer:

Ps 1,(2,3)

Jer 26:1-9

1 Sam 10:1-16

Luke 22:24-30

Matt 13:54-end

Evening prayer:

Ps 4,(7)

Morning prayer:

Ps (17),19

Ezek 14:12-end

2 Cor 11:1-15

1 Sam 13:5-18

Luke 22:63-end

Evening prayer:

Ps 22

Ezek 20:21-38

James 1:1-11

TUE July 28 (Mary and Martha of Bethany)
Jer 14:17-end

Ps 79:8-end

SAT Aug 1

Matt 13:36-43
Morning prayer:

Ps 69:4-10

Ps 5, (6)

Jer 26:11-16,24

Ps 69:14-20

1 Sam 10:17-end Luke 22:31-38

Matt 14:1-12

Evening prayer:

Ps 9

Morning prayer:

Ezek 18:1-20

2 Cor 11:16-end

1Sam 13:19-14:15 Luke 23:1-12

WED July 29 (William Wilberforce, 1833,
and All Social Reformers)

Jer 15:10,16-end Ps 59:1-4,18-end
Matt 13:44-46
Morning prayer:

Ps 119:1-32

Ps (20,21),23

Evening prayer:

Ps 24,(25)

Ezek 24:15-end

James 1:12-end

