
 

 

Love is Born 
Our Advent Christmas Theme 

 

The inspiration for this year’s Advent Christmas 

theme stems from a poem by Michael Leunig.  

 

Each line with be a particular focus of the four 

weeks of Lent, culminating with the last two lines 

at Christmas. 

 

Why this theme?  I think it sums up what the 

incarnation is all about.  When Jesus was born, 

few people recognized that this little baby was in 

actuality, God with us.  Most people were looking 

for God in other places, with the rich, the 

wealthy, the powerful, or those prepared to 

challenge injustice through violent 

confrontation.  They certainly weren’t looking for 

a baby born to insignificant marginalized people 

in the back blocks of Judea!  

 

So love (Jesus) was born into a world that was dark and troubled for many, including 

himself and his family.  Hope did seem dead to the thousands of people like them, living 

under the power and oppression of Roman rule, struggling to pay their taxes and terrified of 

losing their culture and adherence to God.  Love was born in a dark place, an uncomfortable 

stable for goodness sake, where all the smells and noises of animal life would have been 

present. 

 

Leunig’s poem concludes with the line: Love is always born.  God is with us, always. 



And no, I don’t know the hows,  I can’t explain it through logic or knowledge, 

I can’t scientifically prove it. And sometimes it does seem easier to bury myself 

in nostalgia and sentimentality, to be impressed with powerful people and to give more 

power to them than they actually have a right to. But this story of love being born- the story 

of Christmas-the improbable unbelievable story of God coming to us on earth as a baby, 

Jesus, connects with something deep inside of me, connects with my human yearnings and 

makes sense.  

 

God came to Earth as a baby over 2000 years ago, so God that can identify with everyone 

and indeed has transformed lives over and over again. Lives who don’t just understand the 

connection but are prepared to feel it and live it.  

 

Love was born that night in Bethlehem,  

and love continues to be born with us now,  

whether we acknowledge it or not. 

In the places of power and destruction, where the winner takes all 

In the places of grief and hurt and pain… 

Weeping with the victims. 

Our God. 

Love born with us as a baby Jesus Christ. 

Love born with us then, 

And love which is always born with us, wherever and whoever we are. 

 

 

Enjoy our Advent/ Christmas journey- 
and recognise the gift of love wherever you are! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Changes to our worship space during Advent 

A heads-up so you dn’t get a shock when you arive for worship during Advent! 

• Chairs will be arranged as for the Pet Blessing Service- in an oval. 

• The altar will be placed in the centre of the oval 

• The altar cloth will be removed until Christmas Eve. 

• A Nativity scene will be set up under the altar 

• There may be other additions- wait and see! 

 

Our configuration will be “back to normal” after Advent! 

 

Seeking a number of speakers for 10am Sunday 29 November 

I am hoping to gather some volunteers to present a meditation during the above service.  It 

is a matter of reading a brief meditation (in character) and placing a particular symbol on a 

display.  Participants will need to use the stairs beside the stage to present their meditation. 

Needed:   

• One wise man 

• One younger woman 

• One older woman 

• Two others (age and gender neutral)  

Please phone or email Jacqui (027548 7733 or jacqui@taranakicathedral.org.nz   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Celebrating the Kingship of God? 

A Sermon Snippet 

In celebrating “The reign of Christ” 

this Sunday, we confront a number of 

issues.  One in particular is that the 

world we live in has turned, and there 

are few kings anywhere. For the 

Western world, the monarchs who 

remain have nothing like the power of 

an emperor; they are figureheads who 

work cooperatively within 

constitutional monarchies.  

 

So what do we mean when we affirm that Christ is King? What are we celebrating?  

How is this monarchy part of the Good News? 

 

The notion of the kingship of Christ, over against the reality in which we live, begs the 

question: Are we behaving like citizens of the kingdom? Are the hungry and thirsty, the 

poor and neglected better off because of us? Is the reality of the expansive, all-

encompassing love of God visible in what we do? In the end, this gospel says, that’s 

what matters in human existence.  

 

When we make choices about where to spend our time, our money, our energy, and our 

best gifts, we are making choices that build the kingdom – or don’t.  

We are called by today’s gospel to understand ourselves as those who are called to 

embody the kingdom in the here and now, so that it can come in its fullness, and Christ 

will be king – because we choose to dwell in that kingdom.  

 

What Sunday’s feast day affirms is twofold: that Christ is King, all evidence in the current 

time to the contrary; and that what we do, the choices we make, matter very, very 

much.  

 
 



Meditation of the Week: 
 

Hold on to what is good 

even if it is a handful of earth. 

Hold on to what you believe 

even if it is a tree which stands by itself. 

Hold on to what you must do 

even if it is a long way from here. 

Hold on to my hand even when 

we have gone away from each other. 

 

 

 

On a Lighter Note…. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



MESSIAH – The light at the end of a very dark tunnel 
 

The COVID-19 pandemic has caused much disruption and unsettlement for those of us in 
the performing arts industry. None of us could have imagined at the beginning of 2020 that 
we would have faced the forced cancellation of concert performances. Rehearsals have 
been suspended for long periods of time meaning the simple joy of making music was also 
lost. So many of us – professional or amateur – have lost part of our spirit and livelihood 
this year. 
 

No matter what your political persuasion might be, we must all agree in some way that we 
have been very fortunate here in New Zealand to come through as best as we have, 
although it is certainly far from being over. The performing arts industry has been able to 
pick up very quickly here and we are certainly all very glad to be rehearsing, performing and 
making music again. Our lives have started to feel much better; almost, dare I say it, normal. 
 

Here in Taranaki, our strong base of community ensembles have enjoyed playing to 
audiences again. The biggest challenge we have all found is competing for performance 
dates ensuring that we are not stepping on each other’s toes! This is certainly not a new 
concept for us to deal with, as we have always operated in this way, supporting each other 
as best as we can. 
 

As Music Director to Ars Nova Choir, we have certainly enjoyed rehearsing again and putting 
all out efforts into our one and only performance for 2020. Originally, I had planned for the 
Choir to perform Mozart’s Requiem at this time. However, it dawned upon me very quickly 
this would be a very poor choice of repertoire for everything that has happened this year. 
 

It has been terribly sad to see the numbers of deaths recorded from COVID-19, not to 
mention the staggering numbers of those effected by the virus. Many music performances 
have taken place (mostly in a virtual/online capacity) in memory of those who have died or 
who are unwell in hospital. 
 

Equally though, one must see the joy in the numbers of those how battled the virus and 
won! I believe there is cause to celebrate this and also our medical scientists as they work 
to develop a vaccine – and this gets closer and closer each day. This will not bring back those 
who have died, but it will allow humanity to continue, as it always has done throughout the 
ages. 
 

To have confidence in the world and remember there is always much to celebrate in life, 
Ars Nova Choir is delighted to perform George Frideric Händel’s celebrated oratorio, 
Messiah, this coming Saturday 21 November at the Theatre Royal, TSB Showplace. Joining 



me will be our very own Bryony Williams (soprano) along with our dear friends from 
Wellington, Linden Loader (contralto), John Beaglehole (tenor) and Ars Nova Choir’s Patron, 
Roger Wilson (bass) all accompanied by the Ars Antiqua Chamber Orchestra. 85 musicians 
in solidarity, performing and celebrating music on the most divine of subjects – the life, 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ; a triumphant story of light vanquishing the darkness. 
Something, I believe, we all need at this time. 
 

My desire to perform this work is probably best summed up by Ars Nova Choir’s Patron 
himself, who writes: 
 

‘It is always a privilege and honour to be allowed to participate in great works, never more 
than in this strangest of all years. When the world closed down earlier this year the 
performing  arts closed down too. Those of us in the profession saw our careers crumble to 
nothing, perhaps permanently. But it was not so. In New Zealand, partly by good luck, partly 
thanks to sensible and trustworthy political leadership, we have escaped the worst, at least 
for now. Rumours of music’s demise were premature and now concert life is almost back to 
what it was. And what better expression of optimism and  confidence than to perform 
Händel’s mighty work of Good News and Resurrection? Congratulations to Ars Nova Choir 
for their enterprise in preserving the indomitable spirit of great music.’ 

Roger Wilson 

Patron – Ars Nova Choir 

 

The performance will begin at 2.00pm and tickets can be purchased at the box office at the 
TSB Showplace or www.ticketek.co.nz  
  
Christopher J. Luke 

Director of Music to Taranaki Community & Cathedral 

 

 
ALT_Mary: Advent 

 

ALT_Mary is a platform for Jesus-inspired pop-up events hosted by 

the Taranaki Cathedral Church of St Mary. ALT_Mary is, or at least 

hopes to be, a sacred space, an open and honest place for 

conversation, a place where God might be encountered through 

discussion, music and prayer, liturgy, film, and eucharist. 

ALT_Mary is evolving and dynamic. Over the coming weeks Alt_Mary 

is hosting weekly sessions where we will gather together to 

contemplate Advent. 

 

Advent marks the start of the church's liturgical year and means 

"the coming." It is a time when Christians wait expectantly. Like 

Mary, we celebrate the coming of the Christ child. And we wait 

expectantly, with hope, amid the chaos and joy, for the coming of 

the Christ again.  

 



Our waiting, however, is not passive; it is active. As an 

expectant mother knows, like Mary knew, waiting involves 

preparation, exercise, nutrition, prayer, work; and birth involves 

pain, blood, tears, joy, release, community.  

 

Similarly, we inhabit a world pregnant with hope, and we live in 

expectation of the coming of God's reign of justice and peace. As 

we wait, we also work, cry, pray, ache; we are midwives of another 

world, God's world of justice and peace. Join us at ALT_Mary for 

Advent starting Sunday November 29th (and for the following three 

Sundays), 7.30-9.30pm. 

 

Peace  

Dan  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What have we been up to? 
 

 

We have been exploring what we will do with the gifts 

God has given us. Our tamariki created a beautiful 

collaborative picture inspired by the parable of the 

Talents.  This week alone I have been so overwhelmed 

at the outpouring of aroha through meals; baking; 

baby gift baskets; baby cuddlers (yes, this is an 

important job) for our wider whanau.  It is just so 

humbling to see how our people have shared their 

gifts and love in this way.  I am reminded of this 

reflection by Vinita Hampton Wright.   

 

Love as if loving is the first thing on your to-do list. Love as if you have no other plan but 

to love. Love as if you are confident that love makes good things happen. Love as if this 

is your first opportunity to love. Love as if this is your last opportunity to love. Love as if 

loving can heal all wounds. Love as if loving is 

your first purpose on earth. Love as if loving is 

your favourite choice. Love as if you have that 

kind of power. Love as if it will keep the earth 

spinning in vast, beautiful space. 

 

I want to thank you our church whanau for 

loving in this way.  God bless your week 

Arohanui 

Cath  



 

 

This week’s Synod Snippet is a recording of a webinar about the state of the Waikato 

and Taranaki Diocese . 
 

The video covers 

• An introduction and Prayer from Archbishop Philip 

• A presentation about our vision for  partnership and reconciliation from Jay Ruka  

• Urban missionaries development from Wendy Scott  

• Rural missionaries development from Sue Burns  

• Stephen Black talking about how we are planning to connect 

• An examination of resourcing from Simon Cayley  

• A panel Q&A  

• Closing Prayers with Jacqui Paterson 

To watch the webinar CLICK HERE 

 

Gala Donations Drop Off 
Donations of good quality 2nd hand goods, plants, baking or preserves can be dropped off at Peace 

Hall between 9am and 2pm this coming week. Park in the carpark and call or text Jennifer (7583111 

or 027 7027993) who will unlock the Hall and give you a hand. 

 

Gala This Sat 28th, 10am-1pm 
Spread the word about our Gala by taking flyers (at the back of Peace Hall today or from the office) 

and popping one up at work, on a community noticeboard or dropping them in your neighbours’ 

letterboxes. Everyone is welcome and we look forward to seeing you there. 

 

Meal Makers Needed 
There are seven families at Pukeko Stomp expecting new babies. If you’re able to prepare a meal for 

them in the future let know; cath@taranakicathedral.org.nz or 021 0243 5698. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hZXBtHwS1QM&feature=youtu.be
mailto:cath@taranakicathedral.org.nz


 

Pipe Organ Fundraising Goes Public 
The Cathedral Project team is launching a campaign to raise the $246,000 needed to refurbish our 

Pipe Organ. They will be targeting music lovers at upcoming events and via direct mail and ads in the 

newspaper. This campaign is part of wider fundraising efforts to get Taranaki Cathedral reopened and 

establish it as a centre for peace and reconciliation. There’s lots in the pipeline so stay tuned! 

 

Combined Church Service, Sunday 6th December 
Come along to the inter-faith service at the TSB Stadium at 10am, Sunday December 6th. Dave Mann 

from the Shining Lights Charitable Trust will be speaking and it is a wonderful opportunity to worship 

with fellow Christians from Churches throughout our City and rohe.  

 

Community Giving for Christmas  
Instead of our usual Christmas food hampers, this year we’re supporting The Gift Taranaki who give 

parents engaged with local Social Services a (shoe)box of toiletries and treats. Donate individual 

items or fill your own shoe box. A collection box will be at the back of the church for the next three 

Sundays, or you can drop off your donations at the office by Monday 7th December.  

 

Waitara Men’s Breakast 
The next breakfast is on Saturday 28 November, from 7:30 am at St John's Hall, Domett Street, 

Waitara. Rob Ritchie from Family Works will be speaking. Please RSVP to Mike Hansen at 

hansmail@xtra.co.nz or 7551092.  

 

Speed Limit Consultation 
NPDC are reviewing rural road speed limits and requesting feedback from the public on a proposal to 

cut the speed limit to 80kmh (from 100kmh) and reduce it further to 60kmh outside rural schools. 

Have your say at newplymouthnz.com/HaveYourSay or go along to an information day (check the 

NPDC website for details).   

 

Saturday Lunch Coordinator Needed 
Mary Harker is looking for a volunteer to 

assist with the co-ordination of the Saturday Lunch 

and  oversee the team of helpers who provide 

transport, a meal and a time of social contact for 

our older parishioners each month. Ruth McLeod  

is ready to step back from she steps back from the 

co-ordinator role but can provide guidance to the 

new leader. If this role interests you, phone 

Ruth  (06 753 7982) or Mary Harker (022 078 

9756). 

  

Pūkeko Stomp looking for Chair stacker 
Do you have some time free on Monday and 

Thursday mornings to help the Pioneer Ministries 

team? Cath is looking for volunteers to help set up 

& pack up after her popular Pūkeko Stomp 

sessions. For more information get in touch with 

Cath at cath@taranakicathedral.org.nz or 021 

0243 5698. 

  

mailto:hansmail@xtra.co.nz
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Ezekiel 34:11-24 

For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them 

out. As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, 

so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they 

have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out 

from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their 

own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and 

in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with good pasture, and the 

mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good 

grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself 

will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the 

Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the 

injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I 

will feed them with justice. 

 

As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord God: I shall judge between sheep and 

sheep, between rams and goats: Is it not enough for you to feed on the good 

pasture, but you must tread down with your feet the rest of your pasture? When you 

drink of clear water, must you foul the rest with your feet? And must my sheep eat 

what you have trodden with your feet, and drink what you have fouled with your 

feet? Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat 

sheep and the lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted 

at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will 

save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep 

and sheep. I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall 

feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their 

God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken. 

 



 

 

Psalm 100 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 

Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing. 

Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his people, 

and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. Give thanks to him, 

bless his name. 

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all 

generations. 

 

Ephesians 1:11-23 

In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to 

the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so 

that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his 

glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy 

Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, 

to the praise of his glory. 

 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and 

for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 

prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 

you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the 

eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has 

called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and 

what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to 

the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised 

him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far 

above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is 

named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things 

under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his 

body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 



 

 

Matthew 25:31-46 

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will 

sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 

separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 

goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the 

king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 

inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was 

hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 

was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was 

sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the 

righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you 

food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you 

a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it 

that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, 

‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of 

my family, you did it to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are 

accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 

angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did 

not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will 

answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked 

or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I 

tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to 

me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal 

life.” 

 

 

 



SUNDAY 22nd 
Christ the King 

Ezek 34:11-16, 20-24  
Eph 1:15-23     Matt 25:31-46  
 
Morning Prayer:  Ps 29,110  
Isa 4:2–5:7     Luke 19:29-38 
   
Evening Prayer:  Ps 93,[97]  
2 Sam 23:1-7     Matt 28:16-20 
    
MONDAY 23rd 
Clement, Bishop of Rome, Martyr, c.100 

Rev 14:1-5     Ps 24:1-6  
Luke 21:1-4  
 
Morning Prayer:  Ps (92),96  
Isa 40:1-11     Rev 14:1-13 
  
Evening Prayer:  Ps 80,(81)  
Isa 14:3-20     Matt 9:18-34 
  
TUESDAY 24th  
Rev 14:14-19     Ps 96  
Luke 21:5-11  
 
Morning prayer:  
Ps 97,(98,100)    Isa 40:12-26  
Rev 14:14–15:end  
   
Evening prayer:   Ps (99),101  
Isa 17        
Matt 9:35–10:15  
 
WEDNESDAY  25th 
Rev 15:1-4      Ps 98  
Luke 21:12-19  
 
Morning prayer:  
Ps (110,111),112  
Isa 40:27–41:7   Rev 16:1-11   
 

Evening prayer:   
Ps (121),122,(123, 124)  
Isa 19      Matt 10:16-33  
    
THURSDAY 26th 
Rev 18:1-2,21-23; 19:1-3,9  
Ps 100      Luke 21:20-28  
 
Morning Prayer:   
Ps 125,(126,127, 128)  
Isa 41:8-20        Rev 16:12-end  
 
Evening Prayer:  
Ps (131,132),133  
Isa 21:1-12      Matt 10:34–
11:1   
    
FRIDAY  27th 
Rev 20:1-4,11-21  
Ps 84:1-6      Luke 21:29-33  
 
Morning Prayer: 
Ps 139                Isa 41:21–42:9  
Rev 17  
 
Evening Prayer:   Ps 146,(147)  
Isa 22:1-14         Matt 11:2-19   
   
SATURDAY  28th 
Rev 22:1-7          Ps 95:1-7  
Luke 21:34-36  
 
Morning Prayer:   Ps 145  
Isa 42:10-17       Rev 18   
 
Evening Prayer:  
Ps (148,149),150  
Isa 24       Matt 11:20-end 
   
 
 
 


